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Summary 

This report summarises the image analysis of maerl habitats within the Fal and Helford Special Area of Conservation 

(SAC) carried out by Cornwall Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority (IFCA). A total of 26 survey sites were 

completed using drop down video and stills imaging during the 2022 survey. The images were analysed using the 

following descriptors; Eunis code (Level 4), Maerl present (Yes or No), Physical size (m2), Structure (2D or 3D), Live 

maerl present (Yes or No) and the percentage cover, Dead maerl present (Yes or No) and the percentage cover, 

Substratum (where visible), if the habitat is mobile, the NE Maerl Category Code and description. 

The results of the survey show that Falmouth Bay consists of maerl in a variety of forms including; 

¶ DŜƴǎŜ ƳŀŜǊƭ Ψ[ƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ 5ŜŀŘΩ 

¶ aŀŜǊƭ ǎŜŘƛƳŜƴǘ Ψ[ƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ 5ŜŀŘΩ 

¶ aŀŜǊƭ ǎŜŘƛƳŜƴǘ Ψ5ŜŀŘΩ 

¶ {ǇŀǊǎŜ ƳŀŜǊƭ Ψ[ƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ 5ŜŀŘΩ 

¶ {ŎŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ ƳŀŜǊƭ Ψ[ƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ 5ŜŀŘΩ 
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1 Background and Introduction 

Cornwall Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority (Cornwall IFCA) carried out a survey between May and July in 

2022 of the maerl feature of the Fal and Helford Special Area of Conservation (SAC). The aim of the survey was to get a 

better understanding of the varying types of maerl habitats present including: dense maerl (live and dead or dead), 

maerl sediment (live and dead or dead), sparse maerl (live and dead), scattered maerl (live and dead), maerl veneer 

(live and dead, static or live and dead, mobile) and areas of potential maerl which lack detail, and to provide and 

updated extent and distribution map within the Fal and Helford SAC. There were two parts to this survey and the 

current report details the second part. The first part consisted of an initial side-scan sonar survey in the Fal and Helford 

SAC, which was carried out by Cornwall IFCA in 2020 and 2021 (Sturgeon et al., 2021). The initial survey gathered 

acoustic data within the SAC, focusing on Falmouth Bay and covered an area from Pendennis Point to the Helford River 

out to the Fal and Helford SAC boundary from Zone Point towards Manacle Point (Figure 1). This second part, detailed 

in this report, uses the acoustic data gathered in part one to identify transitions between different acoustic signatures, 

with the aim of verifying habitat types represented by the given acoustic signals, using drop down video and stills. 

Details of the drop down video survey including the method and tow information is reported on by Jenkin et al., 2023. 

The survey was carried out to provide additional information in respect of the distribution of differing maerl habitats 

within the Fal and Helford SAC. The results will aid in  the finalisation of the Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 

which is investigating the impact of potting on maerl, a designated feature of the Fal and Helford SAC. The purpose of 

the HRA is to ascertain whether the fishing activity, in this instance potting, has an effect equivalent to a Likely 

Significant Effect (LSE), or an Adverse Effect on Integrity (AEOI) of, the feature/ sub-features of the SAC. The outcome 

of the HRA will determine whether management measures are required in order to ensure that the assessed fishing 

activity, or activities, will have no adverse effect on the integrity of the SAC. Cornwall IFCA currently considers the 

likelihood of the activity (potting) occurring within the live maerl bed habitat is possible and the risk to the sensitive 

maerl habitat is medium and required more evidence to define the areas of live maerl within the Fal and Helford SAC.  

The HRA is part of the revised approach to the management of commercial fisheries in European Marine Sites (EMS), 

that the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) announced in 2012. The objective of the revised 

approach was to ensure that all existing and potential commercial fishing activities were managed in accordance with 

Article 6 of Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and 

ŦƭƻǊŀΣ ǘƘŜ ΨIŀōƛǘŀǘǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƛǾŜΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iŀōƛǘŀǘǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƛǾŜ ό/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƛǾŜ фнκпоκ99/ύ ǿŜǊŜ 

transposed to domestic law in the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017.  

The revised approach was implemented on an evidence based, risk-prioritised, and phased basis. Risk prioritisation is 

informed by using a matrix of the generic sensitivity of the sub-features of EMS, to a suite of fishing activities, as a 

decision making tool. These sub-feature/activity combinations have been categorised according to specific definitions, 

as red, amber, green or blue (high, medium, low or no risk respectively). 
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Figure 1: Side scan sonar survey completed within Falmouth Bay using an EdgeTech 4200 side scan sonar by Cornwall IFCA in 2020 to 2021
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The interaction of potting on the maerl feature was categorised as aƳōŜǊΦ !ƴ ŀƳōŜǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ άWhere 

there is doubt as to whether conservation objectives for a feature (or sub-feature) will be achieved because of its 

sensitivity to a type of fishing, in all EMSs where that feature occurs, the effect of that activity or activities on such 

features will need to be assessed in detail at a site specific level. Appropriate management action should then be taken 

based on that assessmentέΦ Activity/feature interactions identified within the matrix as amber risk require assessment 

to determine whether management of an activity is required to conserve site features.  

Maerl beds have previously been assessed as having a high sensitivity to heavy potting activity, medium sensitivity to 

moderate levels of potting and low sensitivity to light and single use potting (Hall et al., 2008). The levels were defined 

as; 

¶ Heavy τ Lifted daily, more than five pots per hectare (i.e. 100m by 100m) (equivalent to over 182,500 pot 

hauls per km2 per year); 

¶ Moderate τ Lifted daily, two to four pots per hectare (equivalent to 73,000ς182,500 pot hauls per km2 per 

year);  

¶ Light τ Lifted daily, less than two pots per hectare (equivalent to less than 73,000 pot hauls per km2 per year); 

and 

¶ Single τ Single accidental fishing event of a string. 

¢ƘŜ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŀƛƳŜŘ άǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ōȅ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ a fishing event against the 

ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ǘƻ ŘŜǊƛǾŜ ŀ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǎŎƻǊŜ όƘƛƎƘΣ ƳŜŘƛǳƳ ƻǊ ƭƻǿύέ όIŀƭƭ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦΣ нллуύΦ The sensitivity 

assessment result is based on the fact that maerl is fragile and is highly sensitive to damage from any source (Hall-

Spencer, 1998) as it takes a very long time to recover (Walmsley et. al., 2015) due to having slow growth rates of 

around 1-2mm per year (Perry and Jackson, 2017).  

The Natural England conservation advice describe the Fal and Helford SAC maerl bed feature as (Natural England, 

2021); 

άǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΣ .Ǌƛǘǘŀƴȅ ƻǊ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ Cŀƭ ŀƴŘ IŜƭŦƻǊŘ ƳŀŜǊƭ ōŜŘ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ ǊŀƴƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊƛǎǘƛƴŜ 

live maerl beds with up to 100% coverage to extensive areas of dead maerl with little to no live maerl. Two 

species of maerl occur on the site including the nationally scarce Lithothamnion corallioides and Phymatolithon 

calcareum. 

The live maerl bed at St. Mawes is the largest and probably best known maerl habitat within the SAC. The large 

bed to the northwest and the smaller bed to the west of Castle Point are dominated by L. corallioides with a 

smaller area of P. calcareum found in the centre of the larger, northwest bed (Allen et al., 2014; Howson et al., 

2004). Live maerl is also found in a large bed at Helford Passage (Gall, 2014) and throughout Falmouth Bay and 

Carrick Roads (Allen et al., 2014). 

There are extensive areas of dead and crushed maerl, and living maerl overlaying dead maerl found within the 

site (Allen et al., 2014; Howson et al., 2004), as well as an area of maerl in sediment. These areas of mixed maerl 

and sediments are comprised of maerl fragments combined with various sediment types including coarse sand, 

fine sediment, shells and stones. In places, expanses of maerl in sediment form small undulations on the sea 

floor (Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH), 1994). 
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Over fifty species of seaweed and many animal species associated with maerl habitats have been recorded at 

the site, including rarely recorded species such as the red algae Gracilaria multipartita and Halymenia species, 

ŀƴŘ /ƻǳŎƘΩǎ Ǝƻōȅ Gobius couchi. Maerl sediments provide important habitat for a range of species including 

deep burrowing species, attached seaweed, bivalves and crustaceans (Moore et al., 1999). Infaunal core samples 

from dead maerl in the Outer Carrick Roads recorded in excess of 230 taxa at genus level (Posford Haskoning, 

2004ύΣ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ōƻǘƘ ƭƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀŘ ƳŀŜǊƭ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎέΦ 

The 2020 condition assessment found the maerl bed feature to be in unfavourable ς declining condition (Table 1). The 

drivers for the feature condition are historical aggregate extraction, water quality, both recreational and commercial 

anchoring and mooring (Natural England, 2020). 

Condition Assessment: (Natural England, 2020) 

Table 1: The Natural England condition assessment for maerl (Natural England, 2020).  

Feature Sub feature name Assessment date 
Feature 
condition 

Confidence 

H1130 Estuaries A5.51 - Maerl beds 02/03/2020 
Unfavourable 
- Declining 

High 

H1160 Large shallow inlets and bays A5.51 - Maerl beds 02/03/2020 
Unfavourable 
- Declining 

High 

H1110 Sandbanks which are slightly covered 
by sea water all the time 

A5.51 - Maerl beds 02/03/2020 
Unfavourable 
- Declining 

High 

 

Pressures that potting on the maerl habitat could cause, as advised ŀǎ Ψ{ŜƴǎƛǘƛǾŜΩ by Natural England in the Advice on 

Operations for the site are (Natural England, 2022); 

¶ Abrasion/disturbance of the substrate on the surface of the seabed 

¶ Removal of non-target species 

¶ Deoxygenation 

¶ Introduction of light 

¶ Introduction or spread of invasive non-indigenous species (INIS) 

¶ Organic enrichment 

¶ Penetration and/or disturbance of the substratum below the surface of the seabed, including abrasion 

Historic survey data, detailing maerl positions in the Fal and Helford SAC, was collated to help identify suitable 

locations for the current survey (Jenkin et al., 2023). Such historic surveys have frequently categorised any maerl 

present, whether live or dead, ŀǎ ŀ ΨƳŀŜǊƭ ōŜŘΩΦ Cornwall IFCA officers believe that live maerl beds and dead maerl 

gravel should be considered separately due to the structure (2D/ 3D), mobility, substratum and species present. This 

issue was raised with Natural England during a regular catch up meeting on 4th June 2020. A categorisation system for 

maerl bed habitats in England was produced by Natural England (Axelsson, 2022, Table 2).  
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1.1 Aims & Objectives 

1.1.1  Aims 

¶ To update the extent and distribution of maerl habitats within Falmouth Bay.  

1.1.2  Objectives 

¶ Collect high quality video and still imagery from 25 sites within the Fal and Helford SAC using the mapping 

European seabed habitats recommended operating guidelines for underwater video surveys (Coggan, 2007).  

¶ Collect high quality video and still imagery of habitat transitions within the Fal and Helford SAC.  

¶ Verify side scan sonar signatures from imagery collected during the survey.   

¶ Map the distribution of the different maerl habitats using the Natural England maerl categorisation.  

 

2 Methodology 

The full methodology for data collection is reported on in the 2022 Fal and Helford Dropped Down Video Maerl Habitat 

Field Report (Jenkin et al., 2023).  The still images were analysed using the Natural England (Axelsson, 2022) maerl 

categories (Table 2). Analysis of the anthropogenic impacts recorded in the acoustic data and imagery were also 

considered.  
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2.1 Natural England Maerl Categorisation  

The analysis was carried out in such a detailed way so that when Natural England update their maerl categories it will be simple to check each aspect of a category and 

change it where appropriate. 

Table 2: Natural England maerl categorisation table (Axelsson, 2022). 

Category Group Maerl bed habitat Physical size Structure % cover Live/dead* Substratum 

A 

1 
Dense Maerl  
ΨƭƛǾŜ ϧ ŘŜŀŘΩ 

²25m2 
3D; raised; ²10cm 
depth 

²20% ²5% live Maerl 

2 
Dense Maerl  
ΨŘŜŀŘΩ 

²25m2 
3D; raised; ²10cm 
depth 

²20% 
0% live 

²20% dead 
Maerl 

3 
Dense Maerl  
ΨƭƛǾŜ ϧ ŘŜŀŘΩ 

<25m2 
3D; raised; ²10cm 
depth 

²20% ²5% live Maerl 

B 

1 
Maerl Sediment  
ΨƭƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀŘΩ 

²25m2 3D / 2D 
²5% 

¢20% 
5% Live and dead 

Gravel, sand, mud, 
mixed 

2 
Maerl Sediment  
ΨŘŜŀŘΩ 

²25m2 2D 
²5% 

¢20% 
Dead 

Gravel, sand, mud, 
mixed 

3 
Maerl Sediment  
ΨƭƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀŘΩ 

Patchy 2D 
²5% 

¢20% 
5% Live and dead 

Gravel, sand, mud, 
mixed 

C 

1 
Sparse Maerl  
ΨƭƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀŘΩ 

Sparse 2D 
<5% 

²1% 
Live and/or dead 

Gravel, sand, mud, 
mixed 

2 
Scattered Maerl  
ΨƭƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀŘΩ 

Scattered 2D <1% Live and/or dead 
Gravel, sand, mud, 
mixed 

D 

1 
Maerl Veneer 
Live and dead, static 

²25m2 2D ²20% ²5% live Rock 

2 
Maerl Veneer 
Live and dead, mobile 

²25m2 2D ²20% ²5% live Rock 

3 
Maerl Veneer 
ΨƭƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀŘΣ ǎǘŀǘƛŎΩ 

patchy 2D 
²5% 

¢20% 
²5% live Rock 

E 1 
Potential Maerl 
Lithothamnion sp. or 
Phymatolithon sp. 

Lacking detail  Lacking detail Live and/or dead 
Any suitable, near 
horizontal 
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Each still image was analysed using the descriptors shown in Table 3.  

Table 3: Descriptors used for the image analysis  

Topic Description 

File name (.JPG)  Image filename 

Still Time Format 00:00:00 

Latitude Projection WGS84 (dd.dddddd) 

Longitude Projection WGS84 (dd.dddddd) 

Comments / description As recorded during the survey  

Eunis code (Level 4) E.g. A5.51 - Maerl Beds 

Maerl present (Y/N) Presence of maerl 

Physical size (m2) <25m2 or >25m2 

Structure 2D, 2D/3D, 3D 

Live maerl present (Y/N)  Presence of live maerl 

% cover live maerl % cover per still image 

Dead maerl present 

(Y/N) 

Presence of dead maerl 

% cover dead maerl % cover per still image 

% cover of maerl (live 

and dead) 

The sum of the % cover live maerl and the % cover dead maerl 

Substratum (visible) E.g. Maerl, Mixed sediment 

Mobile habitat If sediment waves are present it is likely the habitat is mobile 

NE Maerl Category and 

Group e.g. A1 

A1 to C2 

Maerl bed habitat NE 

Categories 

The Natural England name for each category 

Matches NE category 

(Y/N) 

Whether the image matches the Natural England maerl 

descriptions 

Reason if not E.g. Higher % cover of maerl (>20 %) 

Comments Any additional comments 
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Representative still images from the current survey representing the Natural England categories A1, B1, B2, B3, C1 and 

C2 are shown in Table 4.   

Table 4:Representative still images from the Cornwall IFCA survey 2022.  

 Image 1 Image 2 

A1 

CIFCA_FalBay_24_T1_20220713__08_06_35__0009 
 

CIFCA_FalBay_24_T1_20220713__08_08_44__0012 

B1 

 
CIFCA_FalBay_06_T1_20220512__11_12_25__0050 

 
CIFCA_FalBay_01_T1_20220601__13_41_30__0064 

B2 

 
CIFCA_FalBay_13_T1_20220713__10_58_18__0145 

 
CIFCA_FalBay_04_T1_20220512__12_42_13__0089 

B3 

 
CIFCA_FalBay_02_T1_20220601__14_24_30__0095 

N/A 
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C1 

 
CIFCA_FalBay_12_T1_20220713__10_09_19__0108 

 
CIFCA_FalBay_13_T1_20220713__10_57_15__0143 

C2 

 
CIFCA_FalBay_11_T1_20220512__10_43_06__0034 

 
CIFCA_FalBay_12_T1_20220713__10_05_32__0102 
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3 Results 

3.1 Overall 

A total of 586 images were considered acceptable/ good quality and included in the analysis. Further detail on the 

number of images analysed with reference to maerl descriptors can be seen in Table 5.  

Table 5: Number of images for each descriptor 

Descriptors Number of images 

Maerl present  548 

No maerl present 38 

Live maerl present 291 

Dead maerl present  547 

Minimum % cover live maerl 0 

Maximum % cover live maerl 97 

Minimum % cover dead maerl 0 

Maximum % cover dead maerl 98 

NE Category A1 42 

NE Category B1 216 

NE Category B2 180 

NE Category B3 1 

NE Category C1 59 

NE Category C2 50 

Substratum: Maerl 173 

Substratum: Mixed sediment 349 

Substratum: Fine sediment 64 
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3.2 Still image positions  

The still image positions and site ID for the 26 sites are shown in Figure 2.  

 

Figure 2: Still image positions and site ID from the Cornwall Inshore Fisheries and Conservation (IFCA) drop-down video maerl survey in 
Falmouth Bay 2022  
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3.3 Natural England maerl categories 

The still image positions and assigned Natural England maerl categories are shown in Figure 3.  

 

Figure 3: Still image positions with Natural England maerl categories from the Cornwall Inshore Fisheries and Conservation (IFCA) drop-
down video maerl survey in Falmouth Bay 2022  
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3.4 Percentage cover of live maerl 

The still image positions and percentage cover (%) of live maerl are shown in Figure 4.  

 
Figure 4: Still image positions with percentage (%) of live maerl from the Cornwall Inshore Fisheries and Conservation (IFCA) drop-down 
video maerl survey in Falmouth Bay 2022  
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3.5 Presence/ absence of maerl (live and dead) 

The still image positions and presence and absence of live and dead maerl are shown in Figure 5.  

 
Figure 5: Still image positions with presence or absence of maerl (live and dead) from the Cornwall Inshore Fisheries and Conservation 
(IFCA) drop-down video maerl survey in Falmouth Bay 2022 
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3.6 Individual tows 

Overviews of each tow with background mosaic from the Cornwall IFCA side scan sonar survey with image positions 

and four representative images from each tow are shown in Figure 6 to Figure 31. The detailed analysis for all still 

images of each tow is available in Appendix 1. 
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Site 1 Tow 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6: Survey site overview of Site 1 Tow 1 in Falmouth Bay including background mosaic from a 
side scan sonar survey and habitat classification with representative still images from a drop down 
video survey  

Site 1 Tow 1 Image 0056 
Live/ Dead maerl, dead shell 
Substratum: Maerl 
3D (waves), mobile  
% live 30, % dead 60  
!мΥ 5ŜƴǎŜ aŀŜǊƭ Ψ[ƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ 5ŜŀŘΩ 
 

Site 1 Tow 1 Image 0061 
Live/ Dead maerl, dead shell 
Substratum: Maerl 
3D (waves), mobile  
% live 30, % dead 50  
!мΥ 5ŜƴǎŜ aŀŜǊƭ Ψ[ƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ 5ŜŀŘΩ 
 

Site 1 Tow 1 Image 0065 
Live/ Dead maerl, dead shell 
Substratum: Maerl 
3D (waves), mobile  
% live 5, % dead 70  
B1: Maerl Sediment 'Live and Dead' 

Site 1 Tow 1 Image 0072 
Maerl bed. Live/ Dead maerl. Algal turf. 
Substratum: Maerl 
2D, mobile  
% live 1, % dead 90  
B1: Maerl Sediment 'Live and Dead' 
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Site 2 Tow 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 7: Survey site overview of Site 2 Tow 1 in Falmouth Bay including background mosaic from a 
side scan sonar survey and habitat classification with representative still images from a drop down 
video survey  

Site 2 Tow 1 Image 0076 
Live/ Dead maerl, dead shell 
Substratum: Maerl 
3D (waves), mobile  
% live 70, % dead 30  
!мΥ 5ŜƴǎŜ aŀŜǊƭ Ψ[ƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ 5ŜŀŘΩ 
 

Site 2 Tow 1 Image 0078 
Live/ Dead maerl, dead shell 
Substratum: Maerl 
3D (waves), mobile  
% live 30, % dead 60  
!мΥ 5ŜƴǎŜ aŀŜǊƭ Ψ[ƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ 5ŜŀŘΩ 

Site 2 Tow 1 Image 0081 
Live/ Dead maerl, dead shell 
Substratum: Maerl 
3D (waves), mobile  
% live 15, % dead 75  
!мΥ 5ŜƴǎŜ aŀŜǊƭ Ψ[ƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ 5ŜŀŘΩ 
 

Site 2 Tow 1 Image 0093 
Mixed sediment. Sparse Live/ Dead maerl 
Substratum: Mixed sediment 
2D, not mobile  
% live <1, % dead 5  
C1: Sparse maerl 'Live and Dead' 
 



CIFCA_SAC_FAH_2022_DDV_Maerl_SurveyReport 

18 

Information Classification: PUBLIC 

Site 3 Tow 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 8: Survey site overview of Site 3 Tow 1 in Falmouth Bay including background mosaic from a 
side scan sonar survey and habitat classification with representative still images from a drop down 
video survey  

Site 3 Tow 1 Image 0249 
Maerl sediment/ shell. Live/ Dead maerl.  
Substratum: Maerl 
2D/ 3D, Mobile  
% live 15, % dead 75  
B1: Maerl Sediment Ψ[ƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ 5ŜŀŘΩ 
 

Site 3 Tow 1 Image 0257 
Maerl sediment/ shell. Live/ Dead maerl.  
Substratum: Maerl 
2D/ 3D, Mobile  
% live 15, % dead 75  
.мΥ aŀŜǊƭ {ŜŘƛƳŜƴǘ Ψ[ƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ 5ŜŀŘΩ 
 

Site 3 Tow 1 Image 0260 
Maerl sediment/ shell. Live/ Dead maerl.  
Substratum: Maerl 
2D/ 3D, Mobile  
% live 15, % dead 75  
B1: Maerl {ŜŘƛƳŜƴǘ Ψ[ƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ 5ŜŀŘΩ 
 

Site 3 Tow 1 Image 0269 
Maerl sediment/ shell. Live/ Dead maerl.  
Substratum: Maerl 
2D/ 3D, Mobile  
% live 10, % dead 80  
.мΥ aŀŜǊƭ {ŜŘƛƳŜƴǘ Ψ[ƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ 5ŜŀŘΩ 
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Site 4 Tow 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 9: Survey site overview of Site 4 Tow 1 in Falmouth Bay including background mosaic from a 
side scan sonar survey and habitat classification with representative still images from a drop down 
video survey   

Site 4 Tow 1 Image 0089 
Maerl sediment, shell fragments. Dead 
maerl  
Substratum: Maerl 
2D, mobile  
% live 0, % dead 90  
B2: Maerl Sediment 'Dead' 
 

Site 4 Tow 1 Image 0092 
Maerl sediment, shell fragments. Dead 
maerl  
Substratum: Maerl 
2D, mobile  
% live 0, % dead 85  
B2: Maerl Sediment 'Dead' 
 

Site 4 Tow 1 Image 0097 
Maerl sediment, shell fragments. Dead 
maerl  
Substratum: Maerl 
2D, mobile  
% live 0, % dead 85 
B2: Maerl Sediment 'Dead' 
 

Site 4 Tow 1 Image 0106 
Maerl sediment, shell fragments. Live/ 
Dead maerl  
Substratum: Maerl 
2D, mobile  
% live <1, % dead 60  
B1: Maerl Sediment 'Live and Dead' 
 
 



CIFCA_SAC_FAH_2022_DDV_Maerl_SurveyReport 

20 

Information Classification: PUBLIC 

Site 5 Tow 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 10: Survey site overview of Site 5 Tow 1 in Falmouth Bay including background mosaic from 
a side scan sonar survey and habitat classification with representative still images from a drop 
down video survey   

Site 5 Tow 1 Image 0070 
Maerl sediment, shell fragments. Live/ 
Dead maerl  
Substratum: Maerl 
2D/ 3D, mobile  
% live 15, % dead 75  
B1: Maerl Sediment 'Live and Dead' 
 

Site 5 Tow 1 Image 0077 
Maerl sediment, shell fragments. Live/ 
Dead maerl  
Substratum: Maerl 
2D/ 3D, mobile  
% live 15, % dead 80  
B1: Maerl Sediment 'Live and Dead' 
 

Site 5 Tow 1 Image 0083 
Maerl sediment, shell fragments. Live/ 
Dead maerl  
Substratum: Maerl 
2D/ 3D, mobile  
% live 5, % dead 92  
B1: Maerl Sediment 'Live and Dead' 
 

Site 5 Tow 1 Image 0088 
Maerl sediment, shell fragments. Live/ 
Dead maerl  
Substratum: Maerl 
2D/ 3D, mobile  
% live 3, % dead 93  
B1: Maerl Sediment 'Live and Dead' 
 






















































