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1 Project Background 

Cornwall Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority (Cornwall IFCA), is responsible for managing both the 

commercial and recreational fishing for crustacean species that takes place within the district. Cornwall IFCA 

manages the crustacean fishery by a number of byelaws, including the Lobster, Crawfish and Crab Fishing Permit 

Byelaw 2016. The byelaw states that any person ΨǿƘƻ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŦƛǎƘ ŦƻǊ ŎǊǳǎǘŀŎŜŀƴǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ŀ 

shellfish permitΩ. Without a permit, a person cannot remove more than five crustaceans from the fishery per day, 

lobsters and crawfish may only make up two of the five individuals. A condition of the permit is that the holder of 

the permit must, before the fifteenth day of every calendar month, send to the authority a shellfish return form 

stating the weight of shellfish species in kilograms (kg) taken from the district during the preceding calendar month, 

together with information of the fishing gear type, quantity of fishing gear used and area fished as specified on the 

shellfish return form provided by the Authority. The number of permits issued under the byelaw is not limited but 

permits are only obtainable by the owners of registered and licenced fishing vessels.  

Between 2006 and 2015, Cornwall IFCA accepted the Marine Management OǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ όaahύ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ǎƘŜƭƭŦƛǎƘ 

activity return (MSAR) forms as suitable submission of monthly statistics. It was identified that it was difficult to 

ΨŎƘŀǎŜΩ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƭŀǘŜ a{!w ŦƻǊƳǎ meaning that there was often an incomplete dataset at the end of each year. It 

was assessed by officers that the statistical returns forms and ensuring compliance with the statistics returns 

condition could be improved. As a result of this, in 2016, Cornwall IFCA revised the statistical return forms but kept 

the same statistical reporting areas as used on the MSAR forms. The statistical areas can be seen in Figure 1. 

 

Figure 1: Guidance chart supplied to fishermen showing ICES Statistical rectangles (red grid), and belted statistical areas sub-
rectangles (grey grid) with bands A (0-3nm from the shore, blue shading) and B (3-6 nm from shore, red shading) overlaid. 
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From 2016 a more complete dataset shellfish activity was collected compared to the previous years. Both the 

enforcement and administration teams at Cornwall IFCA made considerable efforts each month to make sure all 

shellfish return forms are received on time, and filled in correctly from each permit holder. Failure to submit returns 

constitutes a contravention of the byelaw, resulting in reminders, final warnings and ultimately in extreme cases, 

prosecution. 

This data set ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ data can be used as a baseline to inform the crustacean fishery management 

plan. This report provides analysis of the 2017 shellfish return data, concentrating on fishing effort and landing per 

unit effort (LPUE) within the ICES (International Council for the Exploration of the Sea) statistical areas and further 

refined belted statistical areas within the Cornwall IFCA district. 

2 The Fishery in the Cornwall IFCA District 

The fishery in Cornwall is exploited on both coasts by vessels of generally less than 10m length over all (LOA) using 

both pots and nets. The ex-Cornwall Sea Fisheries Committee byelaw Shellfish Boats Byelaw, restricts the maximum 

size of shellfish boats to 16.46m LOA to reduce effort within the fishery. Pots are worked in strings of between 10 

and 40, usually dependant on the size of the vessel. Pots are attached to a backline by straps which are usually 

around 1 fathom (1.8m) in length and spaced at around 18 metres apart on the backline. At each end of the 

backline there is an end weight, to which a surface marker is attached. When setting the pots, the vessel will usually 

head into the tide then shoot the first end weight; the tension on the backline is created by the sinking weight and 

the vessels motion pulls the remaining pots from the vessel and keeps them at the maximum distance from each 

other, allowing the most ground to be covered. The skipper will often try to set their pots around certain features. 

Electronic navigation aids have improved the accuracy of setting and recovering pots.  

Potting activities generally target edible male and female crab (Cancer pagarus), European lobster (Homarus 

gammarus) and spider crab (Maja spp.). Potting vessels usually fish their strings of pots on a rotational basis, 

generally hauling between 100-500 pots a day depending on the vessels size/capabilities. Typically these pots are 

ƭŜŦǘ ǘƻ ΨǎƻŀƪΩ ŦƻǊ нп-48 hours before being hauled, cleared, rebaited and reset. Netting for shellfish usually targets 

spider crab (Maja spp) and crawfish (Palinurus elephas). The nets used are large mesh entangling nets, set on the 

seabed and left to fish for a number of nights before hauling again. Crustaceans are also retained as a by catch in 

nets targeting fin fish, which is also reported through the permit returns forms. Again, these nets are generally 

bottom set entangling nets.  

3 Aims and objectives 

3.1 Aims 

¶ Report on crustacean fishing activity within the Cornwall IFCA district in 2017. 

¶ Provide a baseline of fishing effort to inform the authorities proposed crustacean Fishery Management Plan. 

3.2 Objectives 

¶ Analyse data submitted via the Lobster crawfish & crab fishing permit byelaw monthly activity returns. 



 Cornwall IFCA Analysis of 2017 Fishing Activity Returns 

3 

¶ Produce statistics displaying the landing per unit effort (LPUE) of crustaceans within the Cornwall IFCA 

district.  

¶ Provide recommendations for future analysis. 

 

4 Methodology 

4.1 Data handling 

All permit returns data submitted to Cornwall IFCA was entered into a Microsoft Access Database by Cornwall IFCA 

Administrative and Scientific Officers. An example of a blank permit return form is shown in Annex 1. Data was 

entered as it had been submitted, therefore any errors or misreporting were not corrected. Quality assurance was 

carried out by a second Administrative Officer who reviewed 10% of all the data entered. The data was then 

exported to Microsoft Excel where records associated with area codes which either did not exist or are outside of 

the district were removed before the remaining data was analysed. 

4.1.1 Geographic area 

All analysis has been conducted based on 45 belted statistical areas created by ICES rectangle, sub square and belt A 

or B.  Belt A represents 0-3 nautical miles zone (nm) and belt B represents 3-6 nm zone. Belted statistical areas were 

also been grouped by ΨƴƻǊǘƘ cƻŀǎǘΩ ŀƴŘ Ψǎouth cƻŀǎǘΩ. The boundary between the north and south coast zones was 

defined by the boundary between 29E4 2 and 29E4 3 which is north of Cape Cornwall (Figure 2). 

 

Figure 2: Chart of ICES statistical areas in Cornwall with the divide used for north and south coasts shown by the purple line.  
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4.1.2 Seasonality 

Effort and LPUE were calculated for the entire year by month and also split by four quarters for thematically 

mapping. The quarters were split as shown in Table 1.  

Table 1: Months relating to each year quarter of 2017 used for thematic mapping. 

Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4 
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4.1.3 Effort 

Fishing effort has been described as the number of pot hauls and the length (meters) of net hauled in a time period 

and geographic area. As shown in Figure 2 above, there is considerable variation in the spatial area of each belted 

statistical area. To overcome this when reporting the effort in terms of the number of pot hauls and length of net 

hauled, the effort per km2 was calculated for each belted statistical area.   

4.1.4 Landing per Unit Effort (LPUE) 

The shellfish return forms require permit holders to record both the number of pot hauls and length of net hauled 

per day.  Depending on the species targeted different gear is used. Lobsters and crabs are targeted mainly by pots, 

crawfish by nets and spider crabs can be targeted by both depending on the location and time of year. To estimate 

LPUE, the unit of effort was taken as 100 pot hauls for lobsters and crabs and for crawfish it was 100m of net 

hauled.  LPUE for spider crabs was calculated for both nets and pots using the same units of effort.     

LPUE (kg shellfish/100 pots) was calculated as: 

LPUE (kg of shellfish/100 pots) = (Sx/Px)*100 

Where S is the weight in kg of shellfish landed in category x, and P is the number of pot hauled. 

LPUE (kg shellfish/100 meters of net) was calculated as: 

LPUE (kg of shellfish/100 meters of net) = (Sx/Px)*100 

Where S is the weight in kg of shellfish landed in category x, and P is the length of net hauled. 

4.1.4.1 Thematic mapping of LPUE and effort 

LPUE data were transferred to MapInfo V15.2 to thematically map the LPUE by belted statistical area for the whole 

year divided into year quarters for each species (further separated by sex for edible crab).   

Individual ranges were applied consistently for each chart for each species to allow comparisons to be drawn. A 

scale of ten equal value ranges was created based on the dataset with the largest range, these ranges were then 

applied to all other data sets for that species. 
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5 Results 

In 2017, 336 permits were issued by Cornwall IFCA. Of those, 93 were only retaining shellfish from pots, 45 only 

retaining shellfish from nets, and 191 using both pots and nets. Seven vessels used neither pots or nets but retained 

shellfish from trawls or dredges. The data from these seven vessels was omitted from this analysis. 

5.1 Erroneous data 

Data presented here has been estimated using the data as it was submitted, there is no mechanism available to 

verify the data and therefore it was assumed accurate. There are some small concerns regarding reporting, data 

was received with inaccurate area codes, gear hauled and species landed associated to those area codes were 

omitted due to human error and not used in the analysis. This erroneous data has been logged, in the hope that in 

future years the amount of misreporting will be reduced and permit returns will be filled out more accurately. 

Erroneous data was omitted from the analysis (Table 2) due to incorrect area codes attributed to gear hauled, 

shellfish species landed, and having no way to appropriately link the data to the correct areas. 

Table 2: Erroneous data received on permit returns in 2017 that were omitted from the analysis. 

Species (kg) Pots (Pot hauls) Nets (Meters of net) Total 

Lobster 581.55 4.5 586.05 

Crab 1856.25 87 1943.25 

Crab- Male 605.25 55 660.25 

Crab- Female 1251 32 1283 

Spider Crab 327.5 307 634.5 

Crawfish 0 19 19 

Gear Hauled 6149 27600 - 

Number of erroneous areas: 6 

5.2 Effort 

Of the 336 vessels fishing under authority of a permit, 102 reported fishing activity on the north coast and 121 on 

the south coast. It was calculated that there were a total of 12,488 vessel fishing days where crustaceans were 

taken during 2017. During this one year period, it was calculated that there were 2,012,495 pot hauls and 6,684,300 

meters of net hauled where crustacean species were taken.  
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5.2.1 Pots 

Overall potting effort per km2 for the year (Figure 3) increased from February (8.9 pots/ km2) reached its peak in 

May (70.3 pots/ km2), before declining from September (40.8 pots/ km2) to December (26.7 pots/ km2). 

 

Figure 3: Pot hauls per km
2
 by month within the IFCA district for 2017. 

The majority of the ICES statistical rectangles (Figure 4) showed increased potting effort from February to April 

which then decreased from May onwards. The total number of pot hauls in the district for the year (Figure 4) was 

highest in ICES statistical rectangle 28E4 during May (108 pots/ km2). ICES rectangle 28E5 had zero pot hauls, with 

the exemption of February (25.1 pots/ km2). 

 

Figure 4: Pot hauls per km
2
 by ICES statistical rectangle, by month, within the IFCA district for 2017.  

Potting effort per km2 followed a similar pattern along both the north and south coast from January to March and 

September to November (Figure 5). Potting effort was greater on the north coast from April through to August, 

peaking in May (86.5 pots/ km2). The south coast peaked in June (62.3 pots/ km2).  
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Figure 5: Pot hauls per km
2
 by month within the IFCA district for 2017, split by coast, north and south. 

Potting effort per km2 on the north coast split by belted statistical areas A and B (Figure 6) followed a similar pattern 

to Figure 5. Potting effort was greater in belt B compared to belt A throughout the year (with the exemption of 

June).  

 

Figure 6: Pot hauls per km
2
 by month, for belted statistical areas on the north coast, split by belt, A and B, within the IFCA district for 

2017. 

Potting effort per km2 along the south coast split by belted statistical areas A and B (Figure 7) showed belt B effort 

remained at a similar level throughout the year with potting effort ranging from 13.7 pots/ km2 (February) to 34.5 

pots/ km2 (August). Potting effort in belt A also increased from February but peaked in June, with a range of 5.2 to 

91.4 pots/ km2 and gradually decreased through to December (24.5 pots/ km2). 
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Figure 7: Pot hauls per km
2
 by month, for belted statistical areas on the south coast, split by belt, A and B, within the IFCA district for 

2017. 

Thematically mapped potting effort per km2 for the entire year (Figure 8) showed that effort was concentrated on 

the south coast around Lizard Point (28E47A/B), along to Par (29E52A) and in Plymouth to Whitsand Bay (29E57A). 

Effort was ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ōŜƭǘ . ŀǊƻǳƴŘ [ŀƴŘΩǎ 9ƴŘ όнф9пн.Σ нф9по. ŀƴŘ ну9пм.ύΦ CǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ Ŏƻŀǎǘ 

effort was concentrated from Perranporth (29E47A/B) to Tintagel (30E53A/B). Thematically mapped potting effort 

by quarters (Figure 9) corresponds with Figure 5, showing quarters two and three had a wider distribution and level 

of effort.  

 

Figure 8: Pot hauls per km
2
 in the Cornwall IFCA district for 2017, thematically mapped by belted statistical area, using increments of 

500 pots per km
2
.  

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

P
o

ts
 h

a
u

le
d

/k
m2

 
A

B



 Cornwall IFCA Analysis of 2017 Fishing Activity Returns 

9 

 

Figure 9: Pot hauls per km
2
 in the Cornwall IFCA district, split by quarter, thematically mapped by belted statistical area, using 

increments of 200 pot hauls per km
2
.  

5.2.2 Nets 

Overall netting effort km2 targeting shellfish or retaining shellfish as by-catch, (Figure 10), increased from January 

(73.6 m nets/ km2) to March with a peak in April (244.9 m nets/ km2). Netting effort maintained a level of effort 

from April to July (232.6 m nets/ km2) from which there was a gradual decline to December (36.3 m nets/ km2). 

 

Figure 10: Meters of nets hauled per km
2
 by month within the IFCA district for 2017. 
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Netting effort, across the whole district varied in all ICES rectangles throughout the year (Figure 11). For the 

majority of ICES rectangles effort started low with an increase from March through to July, before decreasing for 

the remainder of the year. ICES rectangle 28E5 peaked in January (868 m nets/ km2) and fluctuated until March 

remaining at zero from April onwards. ICES rectangle 28E4 peaked in April (392.6 m nets/ km2) and showed no clear 

trend throughout the year. Both ICES rectangles 29E4 and 29E5 increased within the first three months and 

decreased in the last three months of 2017. Effort in ICES rectangles 30E4 and 30E5 remained low (<64 m nets/ km2) 

throughout the year. 

 

Figure 11: Meters of nets hauled per km2 by ICES statistical rectangle, by month, within the IFCA district for 2017.  

Netting effort on the south coast (Figure 12) ranged from 378.3 m nets/ km2 in April to 54.9 m nets/ km2 in 

December compared to 80.6 m nets/ km2 in July to 8.5 m nets/ km2 in December on the north coast. Netting effort 

was greater on the south coast. Effort peaked in April and then it gradually decreased to the end of the year. 

 

Figure 12: Meters of nets hauled per km
2
 by month within the IFCA district for 2017, split by coast, north and south. 
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Netting effort split by belted statistical areas A and B on the north coast (Figure 13) followed similar trends from 

January to March and in November and December. Between April and October effort fluctuated in belt B, whereas 

belt A increased from June (0.8 m nets/ km2) through to September (34.3 m nets/ km2). 

 

Figure 13: Meters of nets hauled per km
2
 by month, for belted statistical areas on the north coast, split by belt, A and B, within the 

IFCA district for 2017. 

Netting effort split by belted statistical areas on the south coast (Figure 14) differed between belts A and B. Belt A 

displayed a greater level of effort with the exception of January. Netting effort in Belt A increased from January 

peaking in April at 574 m nets/ km2 and then gradually decreased for the rest of the year to 88.4 m nets/ km2 in 

December. Netting effort in Belt B decreased until March then it varied little  between April (202.3 m nets/ km2) 

until September (171.1 m nets/ km2), before decreasing in the last three months. The south coast had a greater 

amount of nets hauled in comparison to the north coast. 

 

Figure 14: Meters of nets hauled per km
2
 by month, for belted statistical areas on the south coast, split by belt, A and B, within the 

IFCA district for 2017. 

Thematically mapped netting effort for the entire year (Figure 15) showed a higher level of effort on the south coast 

compared to the north coast. Effort on the north coast was concentrated in belt B, whereas the level and 

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

180

200

N
e
ts

 h
a

u
le

d
 (

m
)/k
m

2 

A

B

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

N
e
ts

 h
a

u
le

d
 (

m
)/k
m

2 

A

B



 Cornwall IFCA Analysis of 2017 Fishing Activity Returns 

12 

distribution of effort varied considerably on the south coast. Netting effort by quarters (Figure 16) showed quarters 

two and three had the highest levels of effort and a wider distribution throughout the disrict, similar to that of 

potting (Figure 9). 

 

Figure 15: Meters of nets hauled per km
2
 in the Cornwall IFCA district for 2017, thematically mapped by belted statistical area, using 

increments of 970m of net hauled per km
2
.  

 

Figure 16: Meters of nets hauled per km
2
 in the Cornwall IFCA district, split by quarter, thematically mapped by belted statistical 

area, using increments of 500m of net hauled per km
2
.  
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5.3 LPUE of Crustacean Species 

5.3.1 European Lobster (Homarus gammarus) 

The overall LPUE (kg lobster/100 pot hauls) for the district (Figure 17) increased from January, maintained a similar 

LPUE during April (10.25 kg/100 pot hauls) and May (10.17 kg/100 pot hauls) until June where it peaked (11.9 

kg/100 pot hauls) before a decline through the rest of the year but showed a small increase in December (3.5 

kg/100 pot hauls). 

 

Figure 17: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100 pot hauls) of the European lobster (Homarus gammarus) during 2017, within the Cornwall 
IFCA district. 

The LPUE of lobsters calculated for both coasts (Figure 18) was greater on the north coast throughout the year with 

the exemption of December. Similarly both coasts peaked in June, ranging from 15.6 kg/100 pot hauls along the 

north coast to 9.4 kg/100 pot hauls along the south coast. LPUE calculations along both coasts increased from 

January to June and then declined through the rest of the year. The small increase in overall LPUE in December in 

Figure 17 was seen in the south coast data (Figure 18), where it gradually increased during December. 

 

Figure 18: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100 pot hauls) of the European lobster (Homarus gammarus) split by coast, north and south, 
during 2017 within the Cornwall IFCA district. 
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The LPUE of lobsters (Figure 19) in all ICES rectangles, with the exemption of 28E5, increased from January to April, 

fluctuated until September before it declined to November before showing a small increase in December. LPUE in 

ICES rectangle 28E5 increased from January to February and then dropped to zero in March where it remained at 

zero for the rest of the year. LPUE in ICES rectangles 30E5 and 29E4 peaked in June with figures of (17.2 kg/100 pot 

hauls) and (14.3 kg/100 pot hauls) respectively. 

 

Figure 19: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100 pot hauls) of European lobster (Homarus gammarus) by ICES statistical rectangle for the 
year, 2017. 

The LPUE of lobsters when split by belted statistical areas along the north coast (Figure 20) showed LPUE in both 

belts increased from January to April, peaking in June. Both belts then followed a similar trend with a gradual 

decline from August to December. 

 

Figure 20: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100 pot hauls), of European lobster (Homarus gammarus) for belted statistical areas on the 
north coast, split by belt, A and B in 2017. 
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The LPUE of lobsters split by belted statistical areas on the south coast (Figure 21) differed from Figure 20. LPUE in 

Belt B maintained a similar level from January (6.9 kg/100 pot hauls) to June (6.9 kg/100 pot hauls), then peaked in 

July (9.5 kg/pot hauls). Whereas belt A LPUE increased from 1.9 kg/100 pot hauls in January to 10.4 kg/100 pot 

hauls in June where it peaked. Both belts followed a similar trend from September to December. 

 

Figure 21: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100 pot hauls), of European lobster (Homarus gammarus) for belted statistical areas on the 
south coast, split by belt, A and B in 2017. 

 

Thematically mapped LPUE of lobsters for the entire year (Figure 22) showed the highest LPUE was west of Cape 

Cornwall (29E43A). This was also seen in Figure 23 (quarter two) and corresponds with Figure 17 where LPUE 

peaked in June. Thematically mapped LPUE of lobsters by quarters (Figure 23) showed that LPUE was highest in the 

first three quarters, and corresponds with Figure 18 showing quarters one, two and three have a greater 

distribution and increased LPUE compared to quarter four.  
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Figure 22: LPUE (kg landed/100 pot hauls) of European lobster (Homarus gammarus) for 2017 thematically mapped by belted 
statistical area, using increments of 4kg increments.  

 

Figure 23: LPUE (kg landed/100 pot hauls) of European lobster (Homarus gammarus) for quarters 1 to 4 of 2017, thematically 
mapped by belted statistical area, using increments of 4kg increments. 
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5.3.2 Crawfish (Palinurus elephas)  

5.3.2.1 Crawfish (Palinurus elephas) Fished by Nets 

The overall LPUE of crawfish for the entire year (Figure 24), remained static from January (0.00 kg/100m nets 

hauled) to April then sharply increased to its peak in September (0.3 kg/100m nets hauled), followed by a decrease 

from September to November (0.01 kg/100m nets hauled) which remained low. 

 

Figure 24: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100m nets hauled) for crawfish (Palinurus elephas), during 2017 within the Cornwall IFCA 
district.  

The LPUE estimations for crawfish for both coasts (Figure 25) followed a similar trends from January to April and 

November to December. Both coasts also peaked in late summer, the north coast in August (0.72 kg/100m nets 

hauled) and the south coast in September (0.25 kg/100m nets hauled). 

 

Figure 25: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/ 100m nets hauled) of crawfish (Palinurus elephas) split by coast, north and south, during 2017 
within the Cornwall IFCA district. 

The LPUE of crawfish across the district by ICES statistical rectangles (Figure 26), followed a similar pattern and 
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fluctuated for the remainder of the year showing no clear trend. LPUE was highest in ICES statistical rectangle 28E4 

during September. 

 

Figure 26: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/ 100m nets hauled) of crawfish (Palinurus elephas) by ICES statistical rectangle for the year, 2017 

LPUE of crawfish by belted statistical areas along the north coast (Figure 27) remained below 0.1kg/100m net 

hauled from January to April. The LPUE in both belts increased from June to August and then gradually declined 

from September until the end of the year. LPUE in both belts peaked in late summer ranging from (0.8 kg/100m 

nets hauled) in belt B during August and (0.52 kg/100m nets hauled) in belt A during September.  

 

Figure 27: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/ 100m nets hauled), of crawfish (Palinurus elephas) caught on the north coast, split by belt, A 
and B in 2017. 

LPUE of crawfish by belted statistical areas along the south coast (Figure 28) followed a similar trend to Figure 27 
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for the rest of the year. Again similar to Figure 27, LPUE in both belts peaked during late summer (September) 

ranging from (0.37 kg/100m nets) belt B to (0.15 kg/100m nets) belt A.  

 

Figure 28: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/ 100m nets hauled), of crawfish (Palinurus elephas) caught on the south coast, split by belt, A 
and B in 2017. 

Thematically mapped LPUE of crawfish for the entire year (Figure 29), similarly to lobsters, showed the highest LPUE 

to be west of Cape Cornwall (29E43A), this is also seen in Figure 30 (quarter three and four) where a greater LPUE 

has been recorded compared to quarters one and two. This corresponds with Figure 24 to Figure 28 which all 

showed an increase in LPUE during July, August, September and October. Thematically mapped crawfish LPUE by 

quarters (Figure 30) showed that quarter three and four had increased LPUE compared to quarter one and two this 

corresponds with Figure 24 to Figure 28 which all showed an increase in LPUE during July, August, September and 

October. 
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Figure 29:  LPUE (kg landed/100m nets hauled) of crawfish (Palinurus elephas) for 2017, thematically mapped by belted statistical 
area, using increments of 0.1kg.  

 

Figure 30: LPUE (kg landed/100m nets hauled) of crawfish (Palinurus elephas) for quarters 1 to 4 of 2017, thematically mapped by 
statistical area, using increments of 0.1kg. Note: in Quarter 3 29E4 3A had a very high LPUE (2.3 kg crawfish/100m nets hauled) and 
therefore has an extra category assigned in diagonal stripes.  
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5.3.3 Spider crab (Maja spp.) 

5.3.3.1 Spider crab (Maja spp.) Fished by Pots 

The overall LPUE of spider crab (Figure 31) increased from February (1.6 kg/100 pot hauls) reached its peak in May 

(6.8 kg/100 pot hauls), before a decline to September (1.6 kg/100 pot hauls) and gradual increase to December (5 

kg/100 pot hauls). 

 

Figure 31: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100 pot hauls) of common spider crab (Maja spp.) during 2017, within the Cornwall IFCA 
district. 

The LPUE of spider crab for both coasts (Figure 32) followed a similar trend from October to December. LPUE on the 

south coast remained at a similar level until September when it increased until the end of the year. LPUE on the 

north coast built from March through to July before it declined to September. LPUE on the north coast peaked in 

May (9.9 kg/100 pot hauls), whereas LPUE on the south coast peaked in December (4.9 kg/100 pot hauls).  

 

Figure 32: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100 pot hauls) of common spider crab (Maja spp.) split by coast, north and south, during 2017 
within the Cornwall IFCA district. 
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The LPUE of spider crab in all ICES statistical rectangles (Figure 33) remained low throughout the year with the 

exception of ICES rectangles 28E4, 29E4, 30E4 and 30E5. LPUE in ICES rectangle 28E4 increased during February as 

well as the last two months of the year. Whereas LPUE in ICES rectangle 29E4 increased from March (2.1 kg/100 pot 

hauls) to May (11.7 kg/100 pot hauls) before it decreased for the rest of the year. LPUE in ICES rectangle 30E4 

increased during April and May before it reached its peak in December (11.7 kg/100 pot hauls) the highest LPUE 

amongst ICES rectangles for 2017. LPUE in ICES rectangle 30E5 remained low throughout the year before it 

increased gradually from September until the end of the year.  

 

 

Figure 33: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100 pot hauls) of common spider crab (Maja spp.) by ICES statistical rectangle for the year, 
2017. 

The LPUE of spider crab by belted statistical areas along the north coast (Figure 34) showed both belts followed a 

similar trend for the first three months of the year. LPUE in both belts decreased from January to February and 

increased in March and then followed a similar pattern during August, September, October and November. The 

LPUE in belt A gradually increased from February and reached its peak in May (13.7 kg/100 pot hauls). Belt B LPUE 

also increased from March but fluctuated in comparison to belt A before decreasing from August for the remainder 

of the year.  
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Figure 34: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100 pot hauls), of common spider crab (Maja spp.) caught on the north coast, split by belt, A 
and B in 2017. 

The LPUE of spider crab in belted statistical areas along the south coast (Figure 35) fluctuated in both belts from the 

beginning of the year until September. LPUE in both belts then followed a similar trend, where it increased from 

September (belt B: 0.8 kg/100 pot hauls and belt A: 1 kg/100 pot hauls) to December where both belts peaked (belt 

B: 4.6 kg/100 pot hauls and belt A: 5.4 kg/100 pot hauls).  

 

Figure 35: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100 pot hauls), of common spider crab (Maja spp.) caught on the south coast, split by belt, A 
and B in 2017. 

Thematically mapped LPUE of spider crab taken by pots for the entire year (Figure 36) showed the greatest LPUE 

adjacent to St Ives and Hayle (29E45A), this was  also seen in Figure 37 (quarter two). Thematically mapped spider 

crab LPUE by quarters (Figure 37), showed that quarter two had increased LPUE compared to quarters one, three 

and four, this corresponds with Figure 31 to Figure 35 which all showed an increase in LPUE during April, May and 

June. 
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Figure 36: LPUE (kg landed/100 pot hauls) of common spider crab (Maja spp.) for 2017 thematically mapped by belted statistical 
area, using increments of 6kg increments. 

 

Figure 37: LPUE (kg landed/100 pot hauls) of common spider crab (Maja spp.) for quarters 1 to 4 of 2017, thematically mapped by 
statistical area, using increments of 6kg.  
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5.3.3.2 Spider crab (Maja spp.) Fished by Nets  

The overall spider crab LPUE (Figure 38), increased from February to May) followed by a decline to August (0.3 

kg/100m nets hauled) and then increased to its peak in November (0.95 kg/100m nets hauled). 

 

Figure 38: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100m nets hauled) of common spider crab (Maja spp.) during 2017, within the Cornwall IFCA 
district.  

 

Spider crab LPUE estimations for both coasts (Figure 39) followed similar trends for the much of the year with the 

exemption of May and August. LPUE differed in that the south coast remained at a similar level throughout the year 

remaining at <1 kg/100m nets hauled, whereas the north coast showed an increase in May, where it peaked at 6.68 

kg/100m nets hauled followed by a smaller peak of 1.63kg/100m net hauled in August. 

 

Figure 39: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100m nets hauled) of common spider crab (Maja spp.) split by coast, north and south, during 
2017 within the Cornwall IFCA district. 
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Spider crab LPUE in all ICES statistical rectangles (Figure 40) remained low (<3 kg/100m nets hauled) throughout the 

year with the exemption of ICES rectangle 30E5, which increased from March (0 kg/100m nets hauled) to its peak in 

May (23.6 kg/100m nets hauled) followed by a decline in June (0 kg/100m nets hauled).  

 

Figure 40: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100m nets hauled) of common spider crab (Maja spp.) by ICES statistical rectangle for the year, 
2017. 

Spider crab LPUE by belted statistical areas along the north coast (Figure 41) followed a similar trend from January 

to April and September to December. However LPUE in both belts differed in that belt B maintained a similar level 

throughout the year (<2 kg/100m nets hauled) with a small increase from March (0 kg/100m nets hauled) through 

to June (1.3 kg/100m nets hauled). Whereas LPUE in Belt A displayed a large increase from April to its peak in May 

(26.6 kg/100m nets hauled), before a gradual decrease through to October. The north coast had a greater spider 

crab LPUE in comparison to the south coast. 

 

Figure 41: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100m nets hauled), of common spider crab (Maja spp.) caught on the north coast, split by belt, 
A and B in 2017. 
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Spider crab LPUE by belted statistical areas along the south coast (Figure 42) followed a similar trend from January 

to April and July to August. The LPUE was higher in belt A from May to June where it peaked (1.02 kg/100m nets 

hauled). Belt B increased from September to a peak in November (1.41 kg/100m nets hauled).  

 

Figure 42: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100m nets hauled), of common spider crab (Maja spp.) caught on the south coast, split by belt, 
A and B in 2017. 

Thematically mapped LPUE of spider crab taken by nets for the entire year (Figure 43), showed the greatest  LPUE 

adjacent to Padstow and Port Isaac (30E53A). Thematically mapped spider crab taken by nets LPUE by quarters 

(Figure 44), showed that quarter two had a greater  LPUE compared to quarters one, three and four  this 

corresponds with Figure 39 to Figure 41 which all showed an increase in LPUE during April, May and June.  
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Figure 43: LPUE (kg landed/100m nets hauled) of common spider crab (Maja spp.) for 2017 thematically mapped by belted statistical 
area, using increments of 3kg increments.  

 

Figure 44: LPUE (kg landed/100m nets hauled) of common spider crab (Maja spp.) for quarters 1 to 4 of 2017, thematically mapped 
by statistical area, using increments of 3kg.   
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5.3.4 Edible crab (Cancer pagurus)  

5.3.4.1 Edible crab (Cancer pagurus) Fished by Pots 

The overall LPUE of combined edible crabs (Figure 45), decreased from January to April before it maintained a 

gradual increase from May with the exemption of July, until its peak in October (121.1 kg/100 pot hauls). The LPUE 

then gradually declined from October for the remainder of the year.  

 

Figure 45: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100 pot hauls) of edible crab (Cancer pagurus) during 2017, within the Cornwall IFCA district. 

The LPUE of combined edible crab along both coasts (Figure 46) followed a similar trend in that both decreased 

from January to March, increased in May, decreased in July and then increased to a peak in October. LPUE values 

ranged from (118.8 kg/100 pot hauls) on the south coast and (125.7 kg/100 pot hauls) on the north coast.  

 

Figure 46: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100m nets hauled) of edible crab (Cancer pagurus) split by coast, north and south, during 2017 
within the Cornwall IFCA district.  
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The district wide LPUE of combined edible crab in ICES statistical rectangles (Figure 47) fluctuated throughout the 

year in all ICES rectangles other than 28E5 which remained at zero with the exemption of February (41.4 kg/100 pot 

hauls). LPUE was highest in ICES statistical rectangle 28E4 during September (169.4 kg/100 pot hauls).  

 

Figure 47:  Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100 pot hauls) of edible crab (Cancer pagurus) by ICES statistical rectangle for the year, 2017. 

The LPUE of edible crab in belted statistical areas along the north coast (Figure 48) remained lower in belt A 

throughout the year in comparison to belt B, peaking in October (92.5 kg/100 pot hauls) before a decline through to 

December. In comparison, LPUE in belt B fluctuated through the year also peaking in October (146.2 kg/100 pot 

hauls).  

 

Figure 48: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100 pot hauls), of edible crab (Cancer pagurus) caught on the north coast, split by belt, A and B 
in 2017. 

The LPUE of edible crab in belted statistical areas along the south coast (Figure 49), differed with the LPUE being 

greater in belt B compared to belt A. Belt B LPUE ranged from 191.7 kg/100 pot hauls in September and 93 kg/100 

pot hauls in March compared to 99.6 kg/100 pot hauls in October and 17.1 kg/100 pot hauls in February in Belt A.  
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Figure 49: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100 pot hauls), of edible crab (Cancer pagurus) caught on the south coast, split by belt, A and B 
in 2017. 

Thematically mapped combined edible crab LPUE fished by pots for the year (Figure 50) showed the greatest LPUE 

in the statistical area adjacent to Padstow 3-6nm offshore (30E48B), this can only be seen when LPUE is calculated 

for the entire year and is not present by quarter as seen in Figure 51. Thematically mapped combined edible crab 

LPUE in Figure 51 showed higher values in quarters two, three and four with a greater distribution and increased 

LPUE compared to quarter one and corresponds with Figure 45 to Figure 49 which all show an increase from April 

that continued to sustain a high level for the remainder of the year.  

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

180

200

L
P

U
E

 (
k
g

/1
0
0

 p
o

ts
)

 
A

B



 Cornwall IFCA Analysis of 2017 Fishing Activity Returns 

32 

 

Figure 50: LPUE (kg landed/100 pot hauls) of edible crab (Cancer pagurus) for 2017 thematically mapped by belted statistical area, 
using increments of 35kg.  

 

Figure 51: LPUE (kg landed/100 pot hauls) of edible crab (Cancer pagurus) for quarters 1 to 4 of 2017, thematically mapped by 
statistical area, using increments of 35kg.  
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5.3.4.2 Male Edible crab (Cancer pagurus) Fished by Pots 

The overall LPUE of male edible crab (Figure 52) showed a low fluctuation in monthly effort from January (7.1 

kg/100 pot hauls) to May (7.2 kg/100 pot hauls) and gradually increased from July to its peak in December (10.2 

kg/100 pot hauls). 

 

Figure 52: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100 pot hauls) of male edible crab (Cancer pagurus) during 2017, within the Cornwall IFCA 
district. 

The LPUE of male edible crabs along  both coasts (Figure 53), followed a similar trend during January, May, June, 

July and August, with a reduction of the LPUE during June and July. Between January and May along the north coast 

LPUE fluctuated and from July LPUE increased to its peak in October (14.7 kg/100 pot hauls), followed by a decrease 

until December. LPUE along the south coast increased gradually from January through to April and then declined to 

its lowest point in July (3.4 kg/100 pot hauls) followed by a gradual increase to its peak in December (9.9 kg/100 pot 

hauls). 

 

Figure 53: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100 pot hauls) of male edible crab (Cancer pagurus) split by coast, north and south, during 2017 
within the Cornwall IFCA district. 
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The LPUE of male edible crab in all ICES statistical rectangles district wide (Figure 54), fluctuated throughout the 

year. However, LPUE in all ICES rectangles with the exemption of 28E5, increased between February and March, 

reduced from May until July and increased from July until September. 28E5 had zero LPUE throughout the year 

other than February (15.7 kg/100 pot hauls). LPUE was highest in ICES statistical rectangle 28E4 during March (19.8 

kg/100 pot hauls).  

 

Figure 54: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100 pot hauls) of male edible crab (Cancer pagurus) by ICES statistical rectangle for the year, 
2017. 

The LPUE of male edible crab by belted statistical areas along the north coast (Figure 55) followed a similar trend in 

both belts throughout the year. LPUE ranged from 1.7 kg/100 pot hauls in belt B and 2 kg/100 pot hauls in belt A in 

February to 5.7 kg/100 pot hauls in belt B and 3.3 kg/100 pot hauls in belt A in July and 12.6 kg/100 pot hauls in belt 

B and 13.5 kg/100 pot hauls in belt A in November. LPUE in both belts peaked in late summer with 17 kg/100 pot 

hauls in belt B in September and 18.2 kg/100 pot hauls in belt A in October.  

 

Figure 55: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100 pot hauls), of male edible crab (Cancer pagurus) caught on the north coast, split by belt, A 
and B in 2017. 
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The LPUE of male edible crab by belted statistical areas on the south coast (Figure 56), followed a similar trend in 

both belts from May. LPUE decreased in July, increased in September, decreased from September to November  

followed by an increase in December. LPUE in belt B displayed a greater decrease during the summer ranging from 

13.2 kg/100 pot hauls in April to 5.9 kg/100 pot hauls in July. LPUE in belt A ranged from 5.8 kg/100 pot hauls in 

April to 2.5 kg/100 pot hauls in July. 

 

Figure 56: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100 pot hauls), of male edible crab (Cancer pagurus) caught on the south coast, split by belt, A 
and B in 2017. 

Thematic mapping of male edible crab LPUE fished by pots for the entire year (Figure 57), showed the greatest LPUE 

was south of Rame Head 3-6nm offshore (29E59B). This was also seen in Figure 58 (quarter one), however it is not 

the highest LPUE of all of the quarters. Thematically mapped male edible crab LPUE by quarters (Figure 58) showed 

that quarters one and four have a greater distribution and increased LPUE compared to quarters two and three, this 

corresponds with Figure 52 to Figure 56 which showed an increased LPUE from January to March and from October 

to December.  
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Figure 57: LPUE (kg landed/100 pot hauls) of male edible crab (Cancer pagurus) for 2017 thematically mapped by belted statistical 
area, using increments of 6kg. 

 

Figure 58: LPUE (kg landed/100 pot hauls) of male edible crab (Cancer pagurus) for quarters 1 to 4 of 2017, thematically mapped by 
statistical area, using increments of 6kg.  
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5.3.4.3 Female Edible crab (Cancer pagurus) Fished by Pots 

The overall LPUE of female edible crab (Figure 59), increased from April (30.6 kg/100 pot hauls), reached its peak in 

October (111.2 kg/100 pot hauls) before a gradual decline from October to December (81.5 kg/100 pot hauls). 

 

Figure 59: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100 pot hauls) of female edible crab (Cancer pagurus) during 2017, within the Cornwall IFCA 
district. 

The LPUE of female edible crab (Figure 60) LPUE was greater along the south coast with the exemption of January, 

November and December. LPUE along both coasts followed a similar trend that decreased from February to April, 

increased in May, and decreased in July. From July onwards LPUE along both coasts increased to their peak in 

October (111 kg/100 pot hauls on the south coast and 111.7 kg/100 pot hauls on the north coast), before a 

decrease through to the end of the year. 

 

Figure 60: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100 pot hauls) of female edible crab (Cancer pagurus) split by coast, north and south, during 
2017 within the Cornwall IFCA district. 

The LPUE of female edible crab district wide (Figure 61) gradually increased in all ICES rectangles from April to 

October with the exemption of 28E5. LPUE in ICES rectangle 28E5 increased during February (25.7 kg/100 pots 
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hauled) and remained at zero for the remainder of the year. LPUE in ICES rectangle 28E4 increased from February 

and maintained a high level of LPUE from May to October before gradual decline through to December. LPUE was 

highest in ICES statistical rectangle 28E4 in September (153.9 kg/100 pot hauls).  

 

Figure 61: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100 pot hauls) of female edible crab (Cancer pagurus) by ICES statistical rectangle for the year, 
2017. 

The LPUE of female edible crab by belted statistical areas along the north coast (Figure 62) differed in that belt A 

increased gradually from April (9.1 kg/100 pot hauls) to its peak in October (74.3 kg/100 pot hauls). Whereas the 

LPUE in belt B fluctuated from January to July then gradually increased and reached its peak in October (133.7 

kg/100 pot hauls).  

 

Figure 62: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100 pot hauls), of female edible crab (Cancer pagurus) caught on the north coast, split by belt, A 
and B in 2017. 

The LPUE of female edible crab by belted statistical areas along the south coast (Figure 63), were greater in belt B 

throughout the year. Similarly to LPUE in belt A of Figure 62, LPUE in belt A increased gradually from January to 

October whereas LPUE in belt B fluctuated from January to October. LPUE in belt B peaked in September (178.9 
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kg/100 pot hauls) whereas LPUE in belt A peaked in October (93.9 kg/100 pot hauls) both belts then declined 

through to December.  

 

Figure 63: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100 pot hauls), of female edible crab (Cancer pagurus) caught on the south coast, split by belt, A 
and B in 2017. 

Thematically mapped LPUE of female edible crabs fished by pots for the entire year (Figure 64) showed the greatest 

LPUE was adjacent to the area between Padstow and Port Isaac offshore by (30E48B), however this result is not 

seen in any quarter in Figure 65. Thematically mapped female edible crab LPUE by quarters (Figure 65) showed that 

quarter two, three and four had a greater distribution and higher LPUE compared to quarter one. This corresponds 

with Figure 59 to Figure 63 where LPUE increased from April and maintained a high level until the end of the year.  
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Figure 64: LPUE (kg landed/100 pot hauls) of female edible crab (Cancer pagurus) for 2017 thematically mapped by belted statistical 
area, using increments of 33kg. 

 

Figure 65: LPUE (kg landed/100 pot hauls) of female edible crab (Cancer pagurus) for quarters 1 to 4 of 2017, thematically mapped 
by statistical area, using increments of 33kg. 
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5.3.4.4 Edible crab (Cancer pagurus) Fished by Nets 

The overall LPUE of combined edible crabs taken in nets (Figure 66) gradually increased from March (0.2 kg/100m 

nets hauled) to its peak in September (1 kg/100m nets hauled), before decreasing through to December (0.3 

kg/100m nets hauled). 

 

Figure 66: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100m nets hauled) of combined edible crab (Cancer pagurus) during 2017, within the Cornwall 
IFCA district. 

The LPUE of combined edible crab along the south coast (Figure 67) increased gradually from March (0.2 kg/100m 

nets hauled) until September where it peaked (0.7 kg/100m nets hauled). LPUE along the north coast decreased 

from January to February and then fluctuated until December with a peak in September (2.3 kg/100m nets hauled). 

 

Figure 67: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100m nets hauled) of combined edible crab (Cancer pagurus) split by coast, north and south, 
during 2017 within the Cornwall IFCA district. 

The LPUE of female edible crab in all ICES statistical rectangles (Figure 68) remained low from January until 

September (<5 kg/100m nets hauled). Two rectangles increased in LPUE during autumn, ICES rectangle 30E5 in 
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October (19.9 kg/100m nets hauled) and ICES rectangle 30E4 in November (13.7 kg/100m nets hauled). LPUE was 

highest in ICES statistical rectangle 30E5 during October.  

 

Figure 68: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100m nets hauled) of combined edible crab (Cancer pagurus) by ICES statistical rectangle for the 
year, 2017. 

The LPUE of male edible crab by belted statistical areas along the north coast (Figure 69) in belt A remained low 

until July, LPUE then increased to September and fluctuated until November where it peaked (4 kg/100m nets 

hauled) followed by a decrease in December. LPUE in Belt B peaked in January (3.5 kg/100m nets hauled) then 

decreased through the year with small fluctuations. LPUE in both belts followed a similar trend from February to 

June, ranging from 0.28 kg/100m nets hauled in belt B and 0.22 kg/100m nets hauled in belt A during February to 

0.09 kg/100m nets hauled in belt B to 0 kg/100m nets hauled in belt A during June.  

 

Figure 69: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100m nets hauled), of combined edible crab (Cancer pagurus) caught on the north coast, split 
by belt, A and B in 2017. 

The LPUE of male edible crab by belted statistical areas on the south coast (Figure 70) followed a similar trend in 

both belts from February to June. LPUE in Belt A increased gradually to its peak in August (0.7 kg/100 m nets 

hauled) before a decline for the remainder of the year. LPUE in belt B increased from July to October where it 

peaked (1.6 kg/100m nets hauled) before also decreasing for the rest of the year.  
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Figure 70: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100m nets hauled), of combined edible crab (Cancer pagurus) caught on the south coast, split 
by belt, A and B in 2017. 

Thematically mapped LPUE of combined edible crabs taken by nets for the entire year (Figure 71) showed the 

greatest LPUE was adjacent to Padstow, Port Isaac and Port Gaverne inshore 0-3nm (30E53A), this can also be seen 

in Figure 72 quarter four. Thematically mapped LPUE of combined edible crab taken by nets by quarters (Figure 72) 

showed that quarters three and four had a greater distribution and increased LPUE compared to quarters one and 

two. This corresponds with Figure 66 to Figure 70 where there was a peak in LPUE from September which 

maintained a high level until a gradual decrease at the end of the year. 

 

Figure 71: LPUE (kg landed/100m nets hauled) of combined edible crab (Cancer pagurus) for 2017 thematically mapped by belted 
statistical area, using increments of 3kg 
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Figure 72: LPUE (kg landed/100m nets hauled) of combined edible crab (Cancer pagurus) for quarters 1 to 4 of 2017, thematically 
mapped by statistical area, using increments of 3kg 

 

5.3.4.5 Male Edible crab (Cancer pagurus) Fished by Nets 

The overall LPUE of male edible crab (Figure 73) decreased from January (0.20 kg/100m nets hauled) through to 

June (0.08 kg/100m nets hauled), increased from July and reached its peak in September (0.24 kg/100m nets 

hauled). LPUE then gradually declined until December (0.09 kg/100m nets hauled). 

 

Figure 73: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100m nets hauled) of male edible crab (Cancer pagurus) during 2017, within the Cornwall IFCA 
district. 
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The LPUE of male edible crabs along both coasts (Figure 74) differed in that the south coast maintained a similar 

level throughout the year, whereas the north coast fluctuated throughout the year. LPUE on the north coast ranged 

from (0.71 kg/100m nets hauled) in January and (0.03 kg/100m nets hauled) in June compared to (0.07 kg/100m 

nets hauled) in July and (0.17 kg/100m nets hauled) in August on the south coast. 

 

Figure 74: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100m nets hauled) of male edible crab (Cancer pagurus) split by coast, north and south, during 
2017 within the Cornwall IFCA district. 

The LPUE of male edible crab in all ICES statistical rectangles (Figure 75) remained low (<1) throughout the year with 

the exemption of 30E5, which peaked in October (6.6 kg/100m nets hauled) before a decline through to December 

(2.5 kg/100m nets hauled).  

 

Figure 75: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100m nets hauled) of male edible crab (Cancer pagurus) by ICES statistical rectangle for the 
year, 2017. 

The LPUE of male edible crab by belted statistical areas along the north coast (Figure 76) followed a similar trend 
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while LPUE in belt A peaked in September (0.69 kg/100m nets hauled). LPUE in both belts gradually declined from 

September until December. 

 

Figure 76: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100m nets hauled), of male edible crab (Cancer pagurus) caught on the north coast, split by 
belt, A and B in 2017. 

The LPUE of male edible crab by belted statistical areas along the south coast (Figure 77) followed a similar trend 

throughout the year. LPUE was greater in belt B compared to belt A with the exemption of February, April and 

December. LPUE in belt B increased from June and reached its peak in October (0.31 kg/100m nets hauled), 

whereas LPUE in belt A increased from July to its peak in August (0.16 kg/100m nets hauled), both belts then 

decreased for the remainder of the year.  

 

Figure 77: Monthly LPUE (kg landed/100m nets hauled), of male edible crab (Cancer pagurus) caught on the south coast, split by 
belt, A and B in 2017. 

Thematically mapped LPUE of male edible crabs taken in nets for the entire year (Figure 78) showed that, similar to 

the combined edible crab taken in nets, the greatest LPUE was adjacent to Padstow, Port Isaac and Port Gaverne 

inshore 0-3nm (30E53A). This can also be seen in Figure 79; quarter four. Thematically mapped LPUE of male edible 
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crab taken by nets by quarters (Figure 79) showed that quarter three and four had greater distribution and 

increased LPUE compared to quarter one and two, this corresponds with Figure 73 to Figure 77 where similar to the 

combined edible crab taken in nets, there was an increased LPUE in September that maintained a high level until a 

gradual decrease to the end of the year. 

 

Figure 78: LPUE (kg landed/100m nets hauled) of male edible crab (Cancer pagurus) for 2017 thematically mapped by belted 
statistical area, using increments of 3kg 

 

Figure 79: LPUE (kg landed/100m nets hauled) of male edible crab (Cancer pagurus) for quarters 1 to 4 of 2017, thematically mapped 
by statistical area, using increments of 3kg  




























