Historical Research
The Key to Understanding Yozgr Hom.

he day you become the ‘ “
proud owner of a listed '
building can be one of
great excitement as well
as profound trepidation. Most
homeowners will also agree that
whether the house is in perfect
condition or in a serious state
of dilapidation, there is always a
responsibility to do right by your
own piece of history. But where to
start? You start with uncovering the
history of your historic home.

Discovering the history of your house (how it
was built and changed over the decades and
centuries) gives you essential understanding
of the structure of the property as well as its
historical significance, both of which would
impact on any request for listed building
consent.

What is important to know is that uncovering
the history of your listed home is not just a
nice thing to have in your possession. It means
you are fully briefed as to its construction

and evolution, as well as to the fact that the
historically significant stories of the lives of
people who lived there are crucial tools

from day one! This helps to ensure that all
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ofa building’s history can lead to costly and
{ime-consuming assumptions and errors,

Knowing the history of your house does not
begin and end with the I{stlng description.
These statutory descriptions were often

put together just by an external inspection,
This leads people to think that anything not
mentioned in the description is fair game for
ateration. This is not true.

For instance, the true age of a house may

be older than the listing description but in
my research on occasion | have come across
houses much younger than the description
stated.

| researched a beautiful farmhouse in
Cambridgeshire a few months ago.The new
owners were keen to make changes and
modernise the house. However, because

the listing description claimed it was early
|8th century the amount of intervention
permitted was looking limited. However, my
research included inspecting a series of maps.
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Greenwich property
in 1920s shows the
original Verandah

The defining evidence was the Tithe map of
1840 which clearly showed that the house in
question did not exist at that time. In short,
this cartographic proof released the owner
from more draconian planning and listed
building consent restrictions.

By inspecting maps one can see possible
changes in the footprint of the house over
time. Photographs (paintings may be subject
to more artistic licence — so beware) can, if
dateable, show when extensions were built
or simply how the house looked at any given
time.This is important if you want to return
the house to a more original ‘look'. | recently
researched a mid-19th century house in
Greenwich.The owners were having particular
problems gaining permission to make changes
to their covered verandah. | managed to
research the family that lived there in the
1920s and gained access to photographs

of the family with the original verandah in
shot ....A replica of the original design was
permitted and installed.

The construction date is one of the key pieces
of information to confirm when alterations
were made. | researched a | 6th century
house in Ware, in Hertfordshire a little while
back.The building was definitely |6th century
but the amount of alterations to building

- which impacted its significance - was not
known, until | uncovered old photographs and
plans, found in the county archive, showed the
extensive changes made to the house in 1906
The changes my client wanted to make could
then go ahead.

Continued >>

Listed Heritage Magazine January February 2023 | 131



32

While maps and photographs can be an
Obvious source of information documents
consider census returns which may show
an increased number of occupants in a
household when you compare one decade
with another, and therefore, for instance,
explain and date a later enlargement of an
early 19th century farmhouse.

One more less obvious source to consult
before you begin to repair or maintain your
listed property is the Valuation Office Survey
(1910-1915). For properties in England and
Wales, this is a record you can access through
the National Archives at Kew. It was an Inland
Revenue survey of every property in the
country. It recorded the freeholders and
occupiers and the value at the time. More
interestingly, it described the building itself,
internally and externally. A useful snapshot of
homes at the beginning of the 20th century,
describing its configuration and condition.

Understanding your piece of history, namely
your home, will make repairs and maintenance
a more relevant experience and may even

save a few false starts and tears in the process.

Ellen Leslie MA DipCons (AA) FRSA
Historian and Heritage Consultant

07984 263209
www.ellenleslie.com
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1942 shows the
carriage way had
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