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have researched hundreds of
houses all over the country,

from quaint timber-framed

cottages in Yorkshire to
palatial manor houses in Berkshire,
and from grand Georgian

i ir to s

f()\\'l'ihl,)‘dﬁ(‘..c in Ma ne-

built Quaker cottag

es in Wiltshire.

One of the oldest properties | had the
pleasure to research a little while ago is Jincox
Farmhouse, a beautiful, Grade Il, timber-
framed medieval building in Surrey. The owner
believed it to date from 1423 (the earliest-
known mention of the property) and asked
me to uncover the history to celebrate its
upcoming 600th anniversary.

A study of the name from a document

dating from 1423 presumed that it came
from an occupant called Jane Cocks. In

1489 documents refer to the property as
“Gencocks" - and "Gincox” by the 18th
century. However, an earlier local history
study had found that before 1423 there was
an area of land called “Cokes" or “Cokeslond"
and most likely named after the family living
there. If this is the same place as “Jane Cocks",
then a 1408 rental document for the parish,
indicated occupation of the site dating back
another generation, to the late |4th century!

Being in a rural setting, my research of records
in local and national archives revealed a rich
history of farming through the centuries.

For most of its six centuries the house was
exclusively occupied by tenant farmers. The
successive freeholders over this time owned
the land but rented it to farmers usually with
2|-year leases.

The research revealed one interesting
change in this typical tenancy arrangement.
Joseph Hurlock (1756-1845) bought the
freehold of Jincox in [803. He was a surgeon
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and apothecary from London. He was a
very successful man and in 182 attained
the position of Master of the Society

of Apothecaries. Unlike his freeholder
predecessors, Joseph Hurlock not only owned
but lived at the farm; seeking the country life,
away from the stresses of London. He died
at Jincox in 1845 at the great age of 90. Of
course, Jincox never ceased being a farm
house and a hub for hundreds of acres of
arable and livestock husbandry, even during
Joseph's ownership.

By the 1890s the house was leased to Duncan
Young. He was the latest generation of a
well-established local farming family to take
on his own agricultural enterprise. Initially,

the home was used to house his workers

and their families. The property was divided
into separate dwellings. But when Duncan
married in 1907, he and his wife Christine
decided to make it their own home and made
huge improvements to the house (installing
electricity and plumbing).

After World War |, the farm was leased and
then eventually bought by Major Harold
Dixon and his wife Marjorie.They were a very
interesting couple. Harold had acquired a
post-war agricultural diploma from Cambridge
University and had set his heart on dairy
farming. Marjorie was a children’s author,
writing under the name Marjorie Mack. During
World War |l she penned a semi-fictionalised
story of Jincox, entitled “Hannaboys Farm”. In
the book she recalls a visit by her sister and
brother-in-law soon after they had moved in:

“That the house was ancient we were not
long left in doubt. Before those golden days
of our first autumn were ended my sister and
brother . Susannah and Noel, came to be
our first and as we showed them over
our dom reproached us, to our great
delight, for having given them so inadequate
an idea of ty and charm. Early the
followi they, both antiquarians of
evement, woke us with the news
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that we were living in a house that dated back
at least to the fifteenth century. In the top
of the window casings of the back and least
restored part of the house were the two or
three lozenge-shaped, blocked up apertures
that had once been filled with wooden
window bars, before either horn or glass
windows became common enough to

be used in farm houses. As this change-over
took place sometime during the fifteenth
century the house must go back to at least
that date.”

Marjorie Mack — Hannaboys Farm 1942

Marjorie had many friends and contacts in
the publishing world and over the years
several notable people came to stay at Jincox.
Arguably one of the most noteworthy was
the author and poet T. S. Eliot. It is understood
that a mischievous cat, known as “Sorcerer”, % Jincox

that Eliot had rescued from London and
given to the Dixons, had been the inspiration
for Matavity in his “Old Possum'’s Book of
Practical Cats. My lasting impression of Jincox
is that this ancient house has been treasured
over. centuries by past owners and tenants,
just as | know it is treasured today.’

Farmhouse today

<K
| iagon - Jincox circa 1910
g 158 b
[T LY

ety 2
Ellen Leslie MA DipCons(AA) FRSA

07914 353542
www.ellenleslie.com
arc.ellen@gmail.com




