
Wet Fish Sizes 

INFORMATION  
LEAFLET FOR 

HOBBY FISHERMEN 

Most of us fish from time to time 
with a rod and line, or by trailing 
a line from a boat, but be aware 
there are minimum landing sizes 
for the most commonly caught 
fish in Scilly. 
 
Mackerel  20cms 
Pollack 30cms 
Cod  35cms 
Plaice  27cms 
Sole  24cms 
Whiting 27cms 
Ling  63cms 
Hake  27cms 
Haddock 30cms 
Grey Mullet 47cms 

Selling the Catch 

Unless you have a licence from the Ma-
rine Management Organisation (MMO), 
it is strictly illegal to sell your catch 
whether of shellfish or wet fish. 
 
Similarly, it is a requirement by law that 
all buyers of first-sale fish such as  
restaurants, hotels, shops and guest 
houses bought directly from a fishing 
boat to be registered.  
 
Without registration the maximum fine 
is £50,000. 

If you have any questions on the con-
tents of this leaflet contact the IFCA of-
fice on either 01720 424808 or 424809 
or email maritime@scilly.gov.uk 



The IFCA Fisheries Officer recently 

counted 191 unmarked pot buoys 

around the islands. The MCA’s advice 

in their leaflet on marking gear states 

that gear from unlicensed fishing ves-

sels should be marked with the 

owner’s name and contact telephone 

number. The correct way of marking a 

pot is illustrated on the front page of 

this leaflet. 

Notice that weighted line should be 

used between the end buoy and the 

second buoy in order to avoid leaving 

any trailing rope on the surface that 

would present a navigational hazard. 

Whether a commercial or a hobby 

fishermen, the law on landing under-

sized fish remains the same.  

For example the minimum size for 

lobsters in Scilly and in Cornwall is 

90mm measured from the eye 

socket to the end of the carapace or 

shell measured down the centre line. 

The minimum landing size for cock 

crabs is 160mm and hens 140mm 

measured across the back.  

 

 

 

The eggs carried by this lobster are 

the future stock and any shellfish 

carrying eggs should be returned to 

the sea.  

Any lobster with a V-notch cut into 

the tail must also be returned.  

Minimum Shellfish Sizes 
Marking Gear 

Berried Hens A common bait for pots is wrasse 
and if you catch them on a rod and 
line there is no minimum landing 
size, but if you use a trammel or 
bait net there are some restrictions. 
 
If you are targeting mullet and have 
a net with a mesh size of between 
90mm and 99mm, then only 30% of 
your catch on board may be 
wrasse. If wrasse is the main target 
then your mesh size should be 
220mm. 

Bait Nets 
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