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Welcome to the beginning of a new school year at the
Willow Primary School. We hope you and your children
had a fantastic summer break.
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This letter will give you an overview of the learning that
will be going on in your child’s class in the different
curriculum areas this term. On the back page is some
useful information about PE days, homework and so
on.
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We are really excited about the year ahead and hope
you and your child are too.
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The first half of Autumn term will focus on stories with familiar settings and traditional tales. We want the children to develop their story telling skills, both orally and written. We will
be focussing on capital letters, full stops, finger spaces and
presentation skills.
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Children in Year 1 will concentrate on numbers, specifically counting
and reading numbers up to 100 in words and figures. Children will learn
to count forwards and backwards to 100. They will learn to use number
lines when adding and subtracting numbers to 20. They will also be
learning number bonds to 10. We will be introducing symbols such as
greater than, less than and equal to. The children will also be learning
to name and describe 2-D and 3-D shapes.
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Our science topic is Human and Animal Development. As part of this
topic, children will learn about the five senses, name and label different
body parts and learn about the stages of human and animal development. Our History topic is Famous People from the Past! As part of this
topic, children will learn about life in Victorian times. Children will
learn to sequence events on a timeline and identify differences between their own lives and those of people in the past. In Art they will
draw portraits and recreate the work of famous artists such as Picasso.
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ICT
In ICT the children will be:

learning how to log onto a computer.

becoming familiar with Google Classroom.

developing basic keyboard skills.

developing basic mouse skills.
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Year 1 will be thinking about New Beginnings. We will discuss
what makes a happy school and discuss our friendships. Then we
will make a class friendship tree display. Your child will take part in
fortnightly sessions of either PSHE, One Decision, Pupil Voice or
Circle Time. These sessions are a crucial part of your child’s personal, social and emotional learning in school.
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This term, children in Year 1 will learn about Hinduism and what it
means to be a Hindu. We will be learning about different Hindu
festivals such as Diwali, the festival of lights. We will look at the
different places of worship and may be visiting one of these.
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PE Days
This half term Squirrel and Rabbit class will have PE every Thursday afternoon.
They will be taught by our resident sports coach Richard. After half term it will
move to every Monday afternoon. Children must come to school wearing
their PE kit these days. PE kit should be a plain white t-shirt, black shorts or
track suit bottoms and plimsolls/trainers. Please make sure all of your child’s
clothes are named.
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Homework
There is an expectation that children read to an adult every day.
Please remember to sign your child’s reading record at least 3 times a week.
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Reading
Two reading books will be sent home once a week.
As your child progresses through Year 1, it is important they develop their
skills and confidence in reading. Children at The Willow access the Read Write
Inc. programme (RWI) which supports reading through learning phonics and
applying this knowledge to then segment and blend words they are unable to
read. As always we encourage parents to continue reading with children at
home as this is an important tool for your child to access all areas of their
learning. Tips include encouraging your child to sound our words and questioning your child about their understanding of a text. Please sign the yellow
reading record at least three times a week.
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Trips
Currently, we can only go on local school trips either by coach or bus. We will
be in touch if we arrange a trip in the local area.
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Thank you for your on-going support.
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