
Planning for Learning through Investigative Play    

	The Arts




	Language & Literacy



	Mathematics & Numeracy



	Personal Development & Mutual Understanding (Include TS & PC)



	Physical Development & Movement



	The World Around Us (Include ICT)



Understanding the value of Play

Teachers should have a clear understanding of the curriculum requirements for the year group they are working with. Much of the curriculum in the Foundation Stage and Key Stage One has the potential to be delivered through the medium of Play.

The play experiences offered to the children should be appropriately pitched and have clear intentionality. There should be obvious progression as the children move from pre-school through Foundation Stage and in to Key Stage One. The progression is in learning and curriculum.
Teachers should ensure that the play experiences offered to the children are investigative, suitably challenging and will afford the children with an opportunity to lead and direct their own learning.

Learning Intentions that are matched to curriculum requirements will be set out by the teacher and will intend to provoke real and developmentally appropriate exploration and investigation by the children. Children will often digress from the original Learning Intentions. Adults should be confident to support children’s explorations through close observation, skilful interactions and provision of additional materials. 

Adults should view the process of learning as being as important as producing an end product.

The role of the adult may include the following:

· Researching and Planning

· Sourcing open ended materials/resources with intentionality
· Arranging the materials with purpose and intentionality

· Observing how the children interact with the resources and with each other - Not imposing your ideas on the children

· Affording children plenty of time for exploration, investigation, interaction and repetition with the materials

· Intervening appropriately by asking real and open-ended questions – encouraging children to describe their thinking

· Storing resources where the children can access them independently

· Engaging the children in a review session where the learning through play can be highlighted and built upon

Learning through Play – how to use this simple planning tool.
· Consider the 6 areas of learning – extract learning intentions that can be realised through Play over an 8-week period (more informal approach).

· Work within the timeframe available to you and your class

· Identify and prepare practical experiences that will help to realise the learning intentions 
· Promote the development of skills and processes

· Work towards the goal of learning and understanding as opposed to creating a preconceived end product

· Evaluate the learning and development that takes place. Use these evaluations to inform the next set of experiences

· Remember that you teach during curriculum time and children practice during play time

Play Zones Inside

Map out possible learning experiences. Remember that children need time to revisit and refine their skills so do not try to do something different each week. Use the evaluation tool to help you to decide how and when to adjust or move on to new experiences.

	Creative Area/ Games/Table Top/Technology

Teach skills & process in art & design 
Offer other FMS activities and table top experiences that are linked to your curriculum LIs


	Blocks & Construction

Offer children the very best selection of blocks that you can afford- blocks should be available all year (not just to support a particular topic or theme).

Try not to impose your ideas on children’s block play. You may offer ideas and stimulus linked to WAU – but do allow children to take their building and construction in their direction. Focus on the science, maths, language, pdmu, creativity involved rather than the fact that they may have built a house or fire station.

	Role Play
Focus on the very best home area that you can develop. This is where children feel most comfortable in taking on roles. Going shopping, to the doctor, dentist, on holiday … all begin and are planned for in the home.

Also you can decorate the home according to festivals rather than creating igloos, grottos etc (that children really have no connection with)


	Investigative – Challenges

Can be included in your block play area where children have the opportunity to investigate how to join and connect, make things move, find out about pulley systems and how things work (STEM)


Play Zones Outside

Map out possible learning experiences. Remember that children need time to revisit and refine their skills so do not try to do something different each week. Use the evaluation tool to help you to decide how and when to move on to new experiences.
	Physical Play
Large gross motor work to include opportunities for Cross Lateral movement, Balance and co-ordination, deep sensory development.


	Creative Area/Drama/ Sound
Large creative work using soil, sticks, stones and other natural items found outdoors

Large colour work that best done outdoors – sprays, colour mixing, working together on large spaces

Mark making

Sound exploration using large and everyday objects 

Fabric play – exploring visual arts and drama and movement

	Large Loose Parts / Dens / Role Play
Free play using large loose parts

Have access to a wide range of materials including pegs, clamps, tarps, poles, crates, planks, guttering …


	Investigative – Sand/Water/Mud
Using large and small loose parts explore the scientific properties of sand, water and soil. 

Think carefully about the introduction of materials to support investigation 


Evaluation of Learning and Development

Remember that you are evaluating thinking skills and learning across the curriculum.
	Area of Learning & Development
	Further Action

	Physical Development & Movement


	

	PSE/Personal Development & Mutual Understanding


	

	Language, Literacy & Communication


	

	Maths & Numeracy


	

	The Arts 


	

	WAU


	


Timeframe: Half Term





Learning Intentions – 8 weeks – complementing schemes of work
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