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Getting Ready for Outdoor Classroom Day

Mud & Water Play

Believing in the power of "Being with Children"

Key Ingredients Outdoors

* Physical Play e Seasons — Plant offerings

* Sand * Seasons — Wildlife offerings

* Mud * Seasons — Weather offerings

* Water e Creativity — Imaginative Play &
« Stones Visual Arts

e Sound Exploration &
Development
Beyond the Gate

¢ Loose Parts
« Den building
* Small World Imaginative Play

Build these areas up over time and present as Continuous Provision
Each half term curriculum plans guide what concepts and skills you wish to focus
on within your Continuous Provision.
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Mud Station

Mud Investigation

Investigation Station
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Adding natural materials
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Adding powder paint
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Sensory

Intentional Play

Quantity?
Volume?
Fit?
Pressure?

What can | make
this mud do?

CLARE DEVLING

Mud
Investigation
Station
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Foraging

Learn about the natural
environment
Conversations about
ecosystems

Discuss how animals and

birds survive

« Conversations about plants

* Learn about where some
food items come from

« Discuss poisonous plants

* Avery social experience

* Supports emotional
wellbeing

+ Supports imagination and
creativity
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* Think about the space for your
mud station

* Consider how children can forage
for and gather materials from the
environment

* Think about the different mixtures
that can be made with just soil and
water, and then by adding other
materials

* Explore how different containers
provoke different types of
investigation

* Examine how different utensils
work in and with concoctions

* Think about how children of
different ages might engage in this
play and use these resources
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Small loose parts — mud play
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Large loose parts —mud play CLARE DEVLIN®
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https://muddyfaces.co.uk/content/files/Making_a_mud_kitchen_LowResAW.pdf
https://muddyfaces.co.uk/content/files/Making_a_mud_kitchen_LowResAW.pdf

Water

Exploring, investigating cause
and effect, being curious ...
playing, discovering & learning
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Children can:

* Explore what happens when water:
- is in containers
- is moving, flowing, travelling
- is added to other materials
- is used for mark making
-is rain

* Discover how water behaves

* Find out what they can do with water or
get water to do

Explore high level mathematical and
scientific concepts

* Use the same quality resources
regardless of age
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Exploring movement, flow, gradient, energy,
gravity ...
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Experience the rain
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Changing how
water behaves
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Adults exploring what they
can do with 9-11 year old
children.

Discovering what they can
get the water to do

Same resources
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SPICE

Socially
Physically

Intellectually

Communication & Language

Emotionally
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Small loose parts — water play
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Large loose parts — water play
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How do educators support learning
in this unstructured context?

* Enhance teachable moments

¢ Be with the children

¢ Play with them

* Notice things

* Capture moments to be revisited

¢ Model your own excitement

* Share your own learning

¢ Document the learning and learning opportunities
(Displays/Newsletters)
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Suited and Booted!
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Storage & “Boutiquing”

* Needs to be ample storage outdoors

* Storage needs to be in the correct locations

* Make access to equipment safe and simple

* Intention is that children can independently think about,
choose, access, use and return resources — as part of
continuous provision outdoors

46

Early Years Settings & Primary Schools
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Zoom Workshops

https://www.claredevlin.org/workshops
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Downloadable resources

Continuous Provision Outdoors

https://www.claredevlin.org/our-resources
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Outdoors Thinking

The Certificate in Outdoor Practice

https://outdoorsthinking.co.uk/
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Playingane
Learning
Outdoors

Books, courses
and resources
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https://www.claredevlin.org/our-resources
https://outdoorsthinking.co.uk/

Every child
a mover

A practical guide to providing young children with the
physical opportunities they need
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LISA
DALY MIRIAM
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INSPIRING PLAY in
YOUNG CHILDREN

MIRIAM
BELOGLOVSKY

JENNA DALY
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www.claredevlin.org
clare@claredevlin.org

Twitter@ ClareDevlinEEC

Facebook@ClareDevlinEarlyEducation
Consultancy
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