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Play & Poetry

Anne Mc Erlane
Clare Devlin

What is Play?

Play is an activity where children show their remarkable
ability for exploration, investigation, imagination and
decislon making.

Play is intensely enjoyable for children.

Play is intrinsically motivated and is chosen by children

The type of play children engage in and its purposes
change over the course of childhood from infancy to
adolescence

Key Ingredients Outdoors

* Physical Play * Seasons Plat offerings

+ sand * Seasous= Widlife offerings

* Water + Creativity — Imaginative Play &
Visual Arts

* Stones

« Loose Parts « Sound Exploration & Development

« Den building N

+ small World Imaginative Play

Build these areas up over time and present as youLCQNUNUQUS PLQYISIAN
Each half term the curriculum plans will guide what concepts and skills you need to focus on within
your Continuous Provision
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What is Creative Writing?

CW is exploration and investigation of language.
Using the imagination and making decisions.

The Creative Writing approach is based on children:
+ Acquiring Language - involvement of the children, using
visual, physical, sensory stimull, using image, props and

+ Gathering language (related to Reading, themes, seasons,
events, etc)

+ Playing with language/words

+ Learning how language/words work

+ Knowing Writing is a PROCESS - DOING WRITING!

+ Doing editing and drafting as the process unfolds (not a
punishment)

+ Confidently revising and polishing their Writing
+ Sharing their Writing

+ Appreciating the Writing of others

Noticing nature on your
doorstep

* Why is the living world so fascinating to young
children?

+ What s going on all around without us much
noticing?

* Who do we actually share our world with?

* What happens when | stop and really pay
attention?

* How does this make me feel?

There is so much going on in the living world!

The Cacophony of Stillness

Stillness s something we crave in today’s world of stress,

endless noise, and ceaseless motion. Stllness s something we
eed to provice for and explore with, our children

+ Stillness, which is not just siting still, but being still

Inthat state of stillness, calmand reflection, we are open to
whatever comes to us. Stilness is never quiet, tis never truly
still A cacophony of sound and motion surrouinds us but when
e are still, we have time to notice, time to be, time to feel




and exploration

investigators
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+ Friends at play.

The Play Way

+ Capturing the ‘doing of play’

+ Gathering words to recall al the energy of play
+ Telling the story of working together, of being

* Cagtyring the emotions of play, the fun, the joy
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Experiencing mud/soil
play outdoors

* What is mud/soil play? What is
mud?

* How does it feel? What does it do
tome?

* How can it become
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* What can mud become?

To truly start to understand this
intriguing substance, we first need
to immerse ourselves playfully in its
properties and possibilities ~ play,
squidge, form, stir and slop!

0
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The Mud Vision

+ Time to create a ‘mud vision’
+ Exploration of the marks mud makes.
+ Using natural materials to investigate shapes and forms.

* Finding words to express the muddiness and messiness of the blobs
and splodges.

+ Getting creative with sharing our ideas!

+ Will our hands ever be clean again?

12
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2
wmud kitchen



https://muddyfaces.co.uk/content/files/Making_a_mud_kitchen_LowResAW.pdf
https://muddyfaces.co.uk/content/files/Making_a_mud_kitchen_LowResAW.pdf
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Recognising and Evaluating
Learning - SPICE

Socially

Physically

Intellectually
Communication & La nguage

Emotionally

20

~wwwdlacedevlinare
—lace@laredevinare
LinkedIn - www.linkedin.com/in/claredevlineec
Facebook@ ClareDevli yEducati
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