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In addition to UCAS, 

not instead of…

European options don’t count as one of 
your UCAS five options



How is Europe different 
to the UK or US?

• You apply to a 
SubjectUK

• You apply to  a 
communityUS

Admissions Process

Levels of 
complexity

Strategy

What you need to 
know…



For example:

American University of Paris,

France



UK
US

Across Europe

there are 48 different higher education areas.



Eligibility?

A-level

International Baccalaureate

French Bac

Italian Maturità

Spanish ESO



What is eligibility?

Student A
A-Level: A*A*A*

Business
Politics

Philosophy 

Student B
A-Level: CCC

Maths
Chemistry 

Physics

Applying to study Business at a public university in Europe 



What is eligibility?

High 
grades 

vs. 
the right 
subjects



Fees, passports & residency

Access to Universities

• UK / Ireland Common 
Travel Area means no 
change

• For other nationalities, 
the same rules apply, 
but UK students are 
now treated as non-EU

Finance Implications

• Some universities treat 
EU and non-EU the same for fees 
(Germany, Flanders, private 
universities)
• Difference between passport 

and residency in some countries
• Difference for non-EU is not just 

higher fees, but also access to 
government finance 



For example:

Trinity College Dublin



Public vs. Private

Class size

Access to professors

Student services

Internationalism

Holistic admissions



For example:

IE University,
Spain 



So where might certain 
students choose to go?



Where might be the best 
place for students based on 

their needs



Freddie Finance

Interested in Economics, Finance and 
Management.

A Levels in Economics and Maths, plus one 
other.

Travels widely with his family.

Has internships in finance and banking.

Bocconi
IEM or IEF

Rotterdam School 
of Management

Trinity College 
Dublin, BESS

Stockholm School 
of Economics

Ecole 
Polytechnique, L’x

IE University



Pepe Politics

Loves the humanities, has considered PPE in 
the UK and also Liberal Arts.

Struggling to narrow down to one particular UK 
course and is attracted to the USA as an option.

Wants a stimulating intellectual environment 
and a residential community

University Colleges 
in the Netherlands

Bard College Berlin

BA Arts at Irish 
universities

Central European 
University

Sciences Po

AUP, AUR, SLU, JCU 
and more



Phyliss Physics

Taking STEM A Levels, and loves the technical 
worlds of engineering, computing, physics and 

design.

Is not hugely bothered about the social life of the 
university, but wants to be with like-minded people 

who share his STEM-based passions.

Wants a pathway to a career in STEM

TU Delft & TU 
Eindhoven

Algebra University 
College

The Carl Benz 
School

Italian 
Polytechnicos

EPFL or ETH Zurich

INSA Lyon



Denzel Diplomat

Is taking A Levels in History and Politics, and wants 
a career in an international organisation or 

governmental body.

Has an international background and enjoys visiting 
world cities.

In interested in studying in London or a major US 
city, doesn’t want a campus.

Leiden

IE University Dual 
Degrees

Brussels School of 
Governance

Cattolica

Sciences Po, incl. 
dual degrees

ESADE



Resources online



The University Guys Podcast

THE UNIVERSITY GUY

STUDY

IN

GERMANY

The University Guy Podcast

Episode 49
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