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School Documents survey

June 2020 – Latymer Upper School survey to US colleges
Asked for preferences on following documents:
• School Profile
• Transcript
• Counselor Letter of Recommendation
• Teacher Letter of Recommendation
June 2021 – IACAC survey to schools on predicted grades
• Policies on issuing predictions
• Best practice for information to include



School Document survey - transcript
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School Document survey - transcripts
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School Document survey – transcripts
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School Document survey – predicted grades

IACAC survey of 128 schools internationally. Key findings:
• Practices between schools vary significantly
• Colleges are keen to understand more about how schools arrive at 

predictions
• Some colleges will track accuracy of predictions – integrity matters
• 75% of schools measure accuracy of predictions internally, but only 

15% share this data externally
• 78% maintain the same prediction for UK and US
• Only 9% include statement on how predicted grades are 

determined



School Document survey – transcripts

Summary:
- Transcripts should include the following:
• GCSE results and A Level predictions
• Internal electives courses (not all end of term grades)
• Recommend statement on school process for determining predicted 

grades 
• Schools could consider sharing accuracy of predicted grades on School 

Profile/Transcript 
• Mid-Year transcript should include any updates on predicted grades 
• Final Transcript should include date of A Level Results Day



School Document survey – example statement

“University Application Grades were finalised on September 22nd 
2022. The grades represent the professional judgement of Heads of 
Department in consultation with individual subject teachers, and 
have been determined on the basis of all the evidence of a student's 
ability and progress to date, taking into account teachers' knowledge 
of a student's strengths, weaknesses, and individual circumstances, 
class work throughout the academic year, and internal exams in May 
and September 2022. In making these predictions we assume that 
students will work to their best to fulfil their aspirations.”



School Document survey – school profile
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School Document survey – school profile
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School Document survey – school profile

• Since 2020: can give overview of how COVID-19 affected school e.g. 
grading, exams, instructional methods, calendar

• Recommend bullet-pointed response with key dates/changes
• Demographic information
• Info on bursaries/financial aid/free school meals
• Block schedule/AP
• Academic ratings – up to school policy
• GPA/Ranking – usually no
• Grading scale  ABCDF (A=A*/A; B=B; C=C; D=D-E; F=U)



School Document survey – school report

• Class rank/GPA – usually not reported (do not convert)

• Curriculum – how demanding is curriculum?

• Ratings – academic, extracurriculars, character, applicant overall

• Ratings – “below average” to “top few in career”

• Disciplinary history + accompanying document

• Transcript

• Level of recommendation

• International school







School Document survey - LOR
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School Document survey – counselor lor
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School Document survey – teacher lor
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School Documents

Summary:
• School documents are key to managing school brand and 

reputation
• Clear, concise and relevant documents show you “get it”
• Too much information is as bad as too little
• Consider getting professional design / budget from marketing
• Use exemplar letters of recommendation
• Speak to us if you want additional support!
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