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For immediate release 
Two local authors speak out about needs of young people leaving care
Local authors, Henrietta Bond and Ben Ashcroft, will be sharing their hopes and fears for young people leaving care, at a celebration of National Care Leavers Week. 

From Care to Where? Tales of Young People Leaving foster care and children's homes, takes place at Todmorden Library on Wednesday 23 October, from 1.30- 4.30pm. The event will mark the launch of National Care Leavers Week (24-30 October). 

Henrietta Bond from Todmorden will launch  Remote Control. This novel for teenagers tell the story of Holly, a very confident 17-year girl from a Northern city, who is leaving her foster carers to manage on her own in the world. But Holly's carefully made plans start to go wrong when the people she cares about run into problems  ... Holly soon learns that nobody can do it all by themselves, and that strong people know when to ask for a little help. (This is the third in the Control Freak series http://henriettabond.com/ControlFreak/) 

Ben Ashcroft, from Sowerby Bridge will speak about his autobiography, Fifty-One Moves, a moving description of his experiences of being in care and leaving care in Calderdale. In this books Ben explains how he has worked to turn his own life around and supported other young people who are caught up in the Criminal Justice system and in care and care leavers. Ben's book is available from local bookshops and all major book stores. He also runs his own organisation www.51moves.org working with young people and professionals. 
Henrietta Bond says:

'Imagine trying to cope on your own at 16 or 17, knowing there is no-one to turn to and no family to fall back on when things go wrong. Leaving care can be a particularly difficult time for many young people because it reawakens very painful memories of the traumatic circumstances which brought them into care in the first place - and at the same time they're trying to learn to be independent, hold down a job or a training place, and learn how to budget and look after themselves. It's a very stressful situation for anyone, but especially for these young people who have been neglected, abused or experienced lots of uncertainty and loss in their lives.'
Ben Ashcroft says:
 In my book I use my own negative past to inspire young people to see that you can turn your life around and still be successful. Especially young people who are struggling because of all the things that have happened to them. Most people can’t relate to these young people and this is something I believe I can do effectively by breaking all the barriers down because of my own experiences. That's why I wrote my book.
 I give inspirational talks to young people in care and ex-offenders and professionals at places like Whitehall, Parliament, AGMs and conferences etc. I want people  to know that however bad the past, and however many problems they've got into along the way, they can still have a bright future, with a lot of hard work and willpower and that you must never Give Up. In my book I use my own negative past to inspire young people to see that you can turn your life around and still be successful. It’s never too late to be what you always wanted to be.'
The event will also include 

· Presentation by Jade Aitken, a care leaver and representative of Catch22 National Care Advisory Service (NCAS), will talk about her research into public perceptions of care leavers and her Positive Messages from Care campaign. Jade is based in York. 
· A creative writing and art workshop for all ages and a quiz with prizes. 
· Presentation by SOBS (Sick of Being Skint) a Calderdale-based organisation which supports 16-24 with help around money and budgeting

· A marketplace' of information stalls including local organisations providing support to young people and anyone struggling to make ends meet, and fostering agencies who recruit foster carers for older young people (so they can stay with their carers until they feel ready to live independently).






- ENDS - 
NOTES TO EDITORS  

1. National Care Leavers Week (Thursday 24- Wed 30 Oct) is about highlighting the needs of young people leaving foster care and residential care. It aims to raise awareness  among policy makers but also the general public, and to encourage agencies supporting care leavers to work together more effectively.

The Week, was established by the Care Leavers Foundation, a small independent charity and each year the Week brings together many majority charities and interest groups, such as Barnardo's, The Prince's Trust, Catch22 National Care Advisory Service and A National Voice. http://www.thecareleaversfoundation.org/About_NCL_Week - a copy of the logo is available at this address. 

2. Artwork for the cover of the novel and a head-and-shoulders photograph of Henrietta, is available directly from Henrietta Bond on 01706 812663 or 07976 658345 henrietta@henriettabond.com
3. Ben Ashcroft can be contacted on ben.ashcroft@51moves.org or @AshcroftBen on Twitter or 51moves Facebook page or on  074627 22778
 .
