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ROTTINGDEAN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Rottingdean Parish Council on
Monday 5th August 2024

Present: ClIr Nixon (Chair), Clir Lowery, Clir Poole, Clir Cherrie, Cllr Lawrence, Clir Evans.
C Hayes, Parish Clerk

Public Gallery: Ward ClIr Fishleigh, Mike Haggar, Mags Kelly, Margaret Lomoh, Nikki
Owens, Bernard Turnbull.

Questions from the public:

Magaret Lomoh wanted to make the Parish Council aware of the deteriorating standard of
care at the Dene retirement home where staff numbers had been reduced, the kitchen had
been closed and residents provided with brought in meals at extra cost. She understood
that the Dene had been gifted to the Parsh sometime ago and asked if the Parish Council
were the freeholder of the property and could intervene. ClIr Nixon (Chair) said the
Council were concerned to hear about the situation and understood that the matter had
already been raised with Ward ClIr Fishleigh and the local MP. ClIr Nixon (Chair) stated
that the Parish Council were not the freeholder and so could not intervene directly but
would monitor the situation and be glad to offer support to Ward CllIr Fishleigh. One of the
residents present at the meeting mentioned that the trees at the village green side of the
Dene’s garden were now overhanging the wall and touching the windows. CliIr Evans said
he would follow this up.

Action: Cllr Evans to inspect the trees overhanging the Dene boundary wall and if
necessary, take the matter up with Brighton and Hove City Council (BHCC)

Nikki Owens said that there were no lifeguards at Rottingdean Beach, and she understood
that they had been redeployed to Brighton beach. Ward CliIr Fishleigh agreed to investigate.
Ms Owens also said that she shared a number of residents’ concerns about the closure of
the Rottingdean Pharmacy. Clir Nixon (Chair) said that the Parish Council was aware of
concerns about the recent closure of the Pharmacy but needed to understand the situation
more clearly before exploring options.

Bernard Turnbull provided the following update:

e He was meeting the mowing contractor for the Hilders Field to discuss the mowing St
Aubyns Field
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e Repairs to the electrical supply on the Green recently completed were adequate but a
new lid was required for the junction box to allow easier and safer access.

e The Fair organisers and the PARC charity had said they would like additional
electricity outlets on the Green for future events.

Mike Hagger said the waste bin outside Kipling Gardens entrance required a lid to
prevent seagull access. He also said he was opposed to the petition proposing a light
touch parking scheme in Rottingdean as it would impose a cost on many residents and
asked if there was an update on the planning application to build a house on land at the
rear of 15 Dean Court Road. ClIr Nixon (Chair) said he noted the comments on the
parking scheme proposal that would be discussed later in the Council meeting. Cllr Poole
said the application for 15 Dean Court Road had yet to be decided.

Ward ClIr Fishleigh provided the following update:

e Ward ClIr Earthy was in contact with the lead BHCC Councillor for refuse
collection about the deterioration in collection services in the Ward and continued
to work with the Parish Council on undercliff safety and discussions on the
provision of energy saving advice for the Village

e ClIr Fishleigh had arranged a Q&A session with the BHCC leader Bella Sankey at
the Saltdean Lido on the 11" of September an encouraged everyone to attend.
Cllr Nixon (Chair) said he would not be able to attend the event but encouraged
Councillors to attend to hear the questions that residents raised.

=

Apologies for absence
Apologies had been received from Clir Levins and Ward ClIr Earthy
2. Declarations of interest

Clirs Lawrence and Evans advised the meeting that they had personally objected
to the planning application for land at the rear of 15 Dean Court Road.

3. Agreement of the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 1st of July.
The minutes were agreed with the following amendment.
i. The work ‘Fiend’ was corrected to read ‘Friend’ in page 1 para 3.
4. Action Log. The clerk provided the following update:
i. 0107. ClIr Evans to write to BHCC confirming the Council’s decision on the
acquisition of 36 trees including the terms upon which this agreement was

reached. BHCC had confirmed they would be responsible for all aspects
of tree storage, planting and maintenance. Closed
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ii. 0207. Clerk to arrange a rota for Councillors to man the Village Fair Stall.
A rota had been arrangement. Closed

Matters Arising.
None
Finance Update

i. Payments and invoices. The Clerk sought approval of the following payments

VAT
HMRC July £658.38
C Hayes Salary July (including pay increase £851.52
back dated to 15t April)
C Hayes Stationery £21.24 £4.25
C Hayes Comms (zoom) and phone £32.99 £2.60
Room Hire £24.00
Total £1588.13

Authorisation was proposed by ClIr Poole, seconded by ClIr Lawrence and
approved by unanimous vote.

ii. Bank balances. The Clerk advised that the bank balances at the end of July

were:
Unity Trust Bank Current Account £ 105.52
Unity Trust Bank Instant Access £ 48,222.09
C&C savings account £ 83,613.71
Cash at Bank £ £131,941.32

iii. July 2024 Accounts. The accounts were presented by the Clerk who noted
that, as discussed at the July meeting, he had transferred £1000 from the
general contingency budget to the newsletter/publicity budget to cover the cost
of future Parish Council articles in the Rottingdean Village News.
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Major Projects

7.

St Aubyns. The following update was provided

e ClIr Nixon (Chair) was to meet with Fairfax on Tuesday 6th August to agree a

plan to rectify issues identified with the Field preparation and discuss a transfer
date. ClIr Evans added that bins and benches had been acquired and the Field
signs being organised.

e The verges outside the perimeter of the Field that were overspilling the pavement

on Steyning Road had now been cut back, it was thought by BHCC, but this
would be confirmed.

e ClIr Lawrence said she had circulated a mock-up of the signs to be posted at

each entrance that would set out prohibited activities and include emergency
numbers and a QR code linked to the RPC website for further information. The
layout of the signs was agreed, and Cllr Lawrence said she would arrange a site
visit by the sign company to finalise the installation arrangements.

e CllIr Cherrie said that the internal electrical work had been completed on both the

Chapel and Pavilion and that once meters had been fitted the work would be
certified. Fr Anthony had provided the names of two companies that provide
protection for stain glass windows that Cllr Cherrie would be contacting.

e Cllr Poole said he had circulated two quotes for an intruder alarm system for the

Chapel and Pavilion. He had contacted a third company who could not quote
without a site visit that could not be arranged until mid- August. The quote from D
R Smart Homes at £1886.80 + VAT was slightly more expensive than that
provided by Languard but included a digital sim card facility that would enable
nominated key holders will be alerted in the event of an alarm. Clir Poole
recommended that the D R Smart Homes quote be accepted. This was agreed
by Councillors and ClIr Poole was authorised to incur the expenditure.

e CllIr Nixon (Chair) said that the artistic component installation was awaiting the

delivery of red glass rocks for the gabions, but was on course to be completed
before the transfer.

e Given the interest in the development of the Field, the working group suggested

that a communication with photos should be posted on the website and social
media.

Action: ClIr Lawrence and the Clerk to organise social media posts on St Aubyns.

Planning

8.

Applications Received in July. Cllr Poole took the meeting through the following
applications:

B2024/01181. 55A, 55B, 57A, 57B And 57C Marine Drive Rottingdean Brighton BN2

7HQ. Replacement of front timber windows and rear UPVC windows with UPVC
windows.
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This application was for the replacement of rear UPVC windows, plus six front
facing, wooden, single glazed sliding sash windows in five flats situated on three
storeys above commercial premises in Marine Drive. The property was adjacent to
the Rottingdean Conservation Area in a highly visible location regarded as the
entrance to Rottingdean. A site visit had confirmed that some front facing windows in
the same building were already constructed from UPVC but maintained the style and
profile of the wooden sash windows they replaced.

The application was submitted with two window brochures, indicating the window
styles being considered by the applicant. One of them was a Spectus brochure
which details the company’s Legacy Sash Window. This double glazed product
replicated a wooden sliding sash window in terms of construction, profile and wood
grain. Providing that white Legacy Sash Windows (or equivalent products from other
manufacturers with a matching specification) were installed, it was considered that it
would reduce heat loss in winter whilst also complying with the Rottingdean
Neighbourhood Plan (RNP) Core Strategic Objectives to maintain the character of
the detailed above “To maintain the character and key design features of
Rottingdean”. On that basis, Rottingdean Parish Council did not object to this
application.

BH2024/01034. 58A High Street Rottingdean Brighton BN2 7HF. Replacement
of front timber sash windows with UPVC double glazed sash windows.

This application related to the replacement of two sets of timber, single glazed
sliding sash windows. They were front facing and on the first and second floors in a
flat situated above a shop in Rottingdean High Street. This property was within the
Rottingdean Conservation Area (RCA), hence planning permission specifically being
required for the improvement / altering of windows. A site visit showed that prior to
the introduction of the RCA in 2012, a number of window replacements had taken
place in the area that were not in keeping with the original window design and style.
However, This application was submitted with a Spectus window brochure detailing
the company’s Legacy Sash Window that replicated a wooden sliding sash window
in terms of construction, profile and wood grain and, in the panel’s opinion, was an
acceptable method of reducing heat loss whilst maintaining the visual appearance
expected within the conservation area. Provided that the white Legacy Sash
Windows (or equivalent products with a matching specification) were installed,
Rottingdean Parish Council did not object to this application.

BH2024/01289. Land Rear Of 15 Dean Court Road Rottingdean Brighton BN2

7DH Demolition of existing garage to facilitate the erection of a 4 bedroom two
storey detached dwelling (C3) with associated landscaping works.
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The application was to demolish a detached garage in the rear garden of 15 Dean
Court Road and replace it with a 4 bedroom chalet bungalow. The proposed
development would contravene Policy S1 of the Rottingdean Neighbourhood Plan
that stated that development proposals should be in character in terms of scale and
proposed density to the immediate locality and not result in an overdevelopment of
the site concerned. Whilst the rear garden was already developed land because of
the existing garage, the planned bungalow would hugely increase the footprint and
bulk of the development. The bungalow would front onto the top end of Northfield
Rise and its position and size would not be in character in this immediate locality.

Policy S1 of the RNP also stated that any development proposal should include a
landscape and Visual Impact Statement — which appeared not to have been
included with the application. In addition, The plans showed that the new building
would have a hugely increased footprint compared to the existing garage and
effectively removes the possibility of wildlife being able to use the garden as a
corridor, so contravening one of the key the Neighbourhood Plan objectives to
protect and enhance wildlife corridors and protect and enhance biodiversity.

It was also considered that the proposal did not comply with one of the Design
Principles for New Developments in the Neighbourhood Plan area’ in that it did not
“respect a sense of place and the visual quality of the environment”.

Overall, the planned development would lead to a loss of privacy overlooking
neighbouring properties and gardens, affecting properties in Dean Court Road,
Northfield Rise and Challoners Close. It would not comply with key parts of the
Neighbourhood Plan in terms of its spacing, layout, size and the potential impact it
would have on the environment and biodiversity. For these reasons, Rottingdean
Parish Council objected to the application.

BH2024/01635. 4 New Barn Road Rottingdean Brighton BN2 7FN. Erection of
part single storey, part two storey rear extension. No objection

BH2024/01294. 6 Vicarage Terrace Rottingdean Brighton BN2 7HT. Erection of
single storey rear extension, rear dormer and replacement windows. No Objection

Advisory Group Meeting Updates

9. Strategy and Communications ClIr Nixon Chair provided the following
update:

e The group had considered an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) report

recently published by BHCC that included data on the Rottingdean AQMA.
The data showed steady improvement in the air quality but only included data
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to 2019. Data for 2020/21, not included in the report, showed further
improvement, reducing the NO2 levels to below the EU, UK legal limits. The
group proposed that the Council continue to monitor the situation and await a
review of the Rottingdean AQMA scheduled in the report for 2025.

e The group had discussed the current petition that proposed a light touch
controlled parking scheme including the streets and roads east of the of Nevill
Road and the A259, fully including the area East of Newlands Road and
bounded in the North by the intersection of The Green and Falmer Road. The
scheme would designate two periods during the day of ‘resident permit
holder’s only parking’ (e.g. 11.00 to 12.00 and 18.00 to 19.00) to prevent
commuter parking. ClIr Nixon (Chair) said he understood that the petition
states the Eastern boundary as East of Newlands Rd. As there are many
roads east of Newlands Rd the boundary is not clear. This will need to be
clarified. The group considered that as parking was a significant issue in
Rottingdean residents should be made aware of the petition and proposed
that a factual note be put on the website and social media. Cllr Lawrence
said she did not support the petition and proposed that the potential costs to
residents be highlighted and that the addition of a map showing the area
covered would be helpful. Cllr Lowery said he tended to favour some form of
resident parking scheme and agreed that residents should be made aware of
the petition as this may result in other solutions coming forward. ClIr Nixon
(Chair) said that there were a number of different views on the efficacy of the
proposal and that it would be premature for the Parish Council to take a
position. He added that if there was a significant number of signatories there
would be a two-stage consultation process that would allow a full debate of
the proposal. The Council agreed that the Parish Council should post a factual
note about the petition on the website and social media.

Action The Clerk to draft a factual note informing residents of the petition for a light-touch
controlled parking scheme in Rottingdean

e Clir Nixon and the Clerk had met with the BHCC CEO, Jess Gibbons and
Donna Chisholm, Corporate Director, City Services on the 22 July with a
number of positive outcomes:

o Intractable, complex issues would be escalated by the Chair to Donna
Chisholm on the condition that the portal was used for more routine
issues.

o Six monthly meetings with the Parish Council Chair and the CEO would
be arranged, the next was already scheduled for the 6th of January.

o A proposal by the Parish Council for joint working group to develop a 2-
to-3-year integrated plan for refurbishment of the High Street was
agreed that would encompass the planned road resurfacing in 2025 and
deployment of the Section 106 sustainable transport funds earmarked
for pavement repair.
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o BHCC agreed to investigate the issue of Rottingdean Beach Cliff safety,
indicating a commitment to addressing safety concerns.

o BHCC were to take forward discussions with the residents of Marine
Drive to the east of the Lower High Street about the repair of the
pavement outside their properties.

e ClIr Lawrence continued to work with Kipling Garden volunteers on the Kipling
Gardens plan for Section 106 funds and she was continuing to facilitate
discussions with BHCC and local football teams about pitch requirements in the
Woodingdean and Rottingdean area that would be informed by a BHCC
commissioned pitch review due to be published in October

e The group proposed that Cllr Lowery take the lead on the High Street Plan, the
future of the Lower High Street proposals, seafront issues and liaison with
businesses under the auspices of the Built Environment Advisory Group. It was
also proposed that Clir Lowery participate in the SCAG. This was agreed.

10. Village and Community. Cllr Lawrence provided the following update:

e The application from PARC for a contribution of £500 for youth outreach activity
had been circulated for approval. The proposal was for 6 sessions over the
summer working with the Trust for Developing communities to engage with
young people. Approval was proposed by ClIr Lawrence, seconded by ClIr
Poole and agreed by unanimous vote.

e Arequest had been received for a notice board in the Saltdean heights area.
Clir Lawrence was considering various sites and would come back to the
Council with recommendations.

e The joint work with Ward ClIr Earthy on the provision of energy saving advice
for homes and public buildings, including discussions with Brighton Energy Co-
operative, would continue in the Autumn.

e Cllr Lawrence said that the organisers of recent successful community events,
the Village fair, concerts on the Terraces concerts and Children’s story telling
sessions should be congratulated for their contribution to community cohesion.
ClIr Nixon (Chair) proposed that the Parish Council write to the organisers
which was agreed by Councillors

Action: Cllr Lawrence to draft a note to the Village fair organisers, Rottingdean Arts and
PARC congratulating them on their recent successful community activities

Natural Environment. ClIr Evans provided the following update:
e ClIr Evans had met the Friends of Beacon Hill (FOBH) and along with ClIr Nixon,

was to attend a meeting arranged with FOBH and the City Ranger to discuss the
nature reserve management plans.
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e CliIr Evans was starting to consider how the Parish Council might support the
development of the Beacon Hub and the Windmill as community facilities and
provide advice to the Council.

¢ As part of the work on the Undercliff safety, Clir Evans had accompanied Ward
Clir Earthy on an inspection of the current undercliff signage that appeared
insufficiently clear and often contained mixed messages about pedestrian/cyclist
priority.

11. Built Environment. Clir Cherrie said he had nothing to add to the built environment

issues already discussed in the meeting.

The meeting closed at 21.23. The next meeting is on the 2" of September

Chris Hayes, Parish Clerk August 2024
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