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Minutes of the Meeting of Rottingdean Parish Council on 

Monday 1st July 2024 

Present: Cllr Nixon, Cllr Lawrence, Cllr Cherrie, Cllr Poole, Cllr Evans. 
C Hayes, Parish Clerk. 
 
Public Gallery. Ward Cllr Earthy, Sanja Moll, Mike Haggar, Patrick Lowery.  

Questions from the Public: 

Sania Moll said she was a restaurateur and had made on an offer on 55 High Street and 
was interested in the Parish Council’s view on what the community might want to see 
developed there. Cllr Lawrence said the Parish Council had discussed the empty 
properties in the High Street and were to speak to the letting agents to ask what offers had 
been made and why the buildings had remained empty. In addition, the Council planned to 
conduct a survey of residents about the type of businesses they would like to see in the 
Village.  

Mike Haggar said he had been disappointed to hear that the Lower High Street project had 
been paused as he saw great potential in the plan previously made. He said he would be 
happy to lend assistance in moving the project forward. Cllr Nixon (Chair) said that Parish 
Council still planned to pursue the development of the Lower High Street but a delay in 
getting costings from Brighton and Hove City Council, the lack of any prospect of funding 
support from BHCC and a shortage of Councillors had caused the Council to pause the 
project. Cllr Nixon (Chair) said he appreciated the offer of help that may be called upon 
when circumstances changed.  

Ward Cllr Earthy provided the following update on local work he was looking into.  

• The automatic locking mechanism at Saltdean Oval toilets had failed locking 
someone in the toilets but had now been fixed  

• He was working with the Fiends of Rottingdean Coast and Environment (FORCE) to 
improve beach signage 

• BHCC had found funding for cliff safety work but only planned to make repairs 
between the Marina and Ovingdean 

• Several green waste bins collections had been reported as missed  
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1. Apologies for absence  

Apologies had been received from Cllr Levins and Ward Cllr Fishleigh 

2. Declarations of interest  

None 

3. Agreement of the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 3rd of June.  The 

minutes were agreed and signed by the Chair, 

4. Action Log. The Clerk provided the following update: 

i. 0205. Clerk to check with BHCC planning authority if planning permission 

is required for the St Aubyns Field signs.  Cleared.  

ii. 0106. Clerk to update residents on the current status of the Lower High 

Street Project. Cleared 

5. Matters Arising.  

None 

6. Finance Update   

i. Payments and invoices. The Clerk requested authorisation for the following 

payments. 

  VAT 

HMRC June £531.85  

C Hayes Salary June £709.80  

C Hayes Stationery and Phone £34.15 £4.83 

C Hayes Comms (zoom)  £12.99 £2.60 

Norton Software £64.99  

Room Hire £109.00  

Rottingdean Village News £110.00  
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Oakleigh (Chapel and Pavilion Electrics) £1650.00 £330.00 

Clamp Boxall (Payroll Admin) £80.00 £16.00 

Total £3302.78  

 

Authorisation was proposed by Cllr Poole seconded by Cllr Lawrence and 

approved by unanimous vote. 

ii. Bank balances The Clerk advised that at the end of June the bank balances 

were: 

 

 

Unity Trust Bank Current Account  £                   105.52  

Unity Trust Bank Instant Access  £             52,596.30  

C&C savings account  £             83,301.70  

Cash at Bank  £          £136,003.52 

 

 

 

iii. June 2024 Accounts. The Clerk presented the accounts as circulated. He 

noted that a payment of £2598.12 to COLAS Ltd was included in the June 

account for work to make safe the electrical supply on the Green, which had 

agreed in principle at the June Council meeting and confirmed by 

correspondence. The accounts were agreed. 

 

iv. Quarterly Reconciliation. Cllr Nixon (Chair) confirmed that the accounts had 

been checked against the bank balances and reconciled.  

 

v. Quarterly Expenditure Review 

The Clerk provided the following report:  

 

• At the end of the first quarter operational expenditure was in line with 

expectations at 22% as per the table and chart below.  

 

Expenditure Plans Spend to 

date 

%  

Operations  £28,900 £6,245 22% 

Grants £7,500 £0 0% 

Infrastructure £2,700 £312 12% 

St Aubyns Maintenance £14,000 £0 0% 

Projects  £109,500 £5,952 5% 

Total £162,600 £12,510 8% 
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• The only anomaly was expenditure on News and Publicity that had already 

exceeded the annual budget. This was due to the cost of the printing and 

distribution of the Newsletter which was higher than expected and fell 

entirely in the current financial year, and the additional one-page articles in 

the Rottingdean Village News.  The budget line would be adjusted 

accordingly by moving funds from the general contingency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

• As expected, project expenditure was low at this stage in the year and so 

far, had mainly been spent on St Aubyns and the Village Green electrical 

repair work. The Grant budget remained unspent although a number of 

applications were in train.  

• It was too early to speculate about the year end. However, there was no 

reason to believe that expenditure would not remain well within the overall 

budget with a healthy project budget surplus at year end as the money set 

aside for the bus and tram shelter repair would not now be called on and 

expenditure on the Lower High Street was not expected this year.  

 

Co-option 

 

7. Panel Recommendation on Co-option. Cllr Nixon (Chair) said the applicant for 

one of the current Councillor vacancies had been interviewed on the 21st of June by 

the appointed panel. He had met the required criteria and the panel recommended 

appointment. Appointment was approved by unanimous vote.  Cllr Nixon 

(Chair) then welcomed the new Councillor, Patrick Lowery, to the Council.  
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Major Projects  

8. St Aubyns Cllr Nixon (Chair) provided the following update: 

i. St Aubyns Maintenance Lump Sum. At the request of the Chair the Clerk took 

Councillors through the paper circulated. The Clerk noted the following points 

• The Finance Sub group had considered how best to protect the 

maintenance lump sum of £350,000 (indexed linked from 2019) due from 

the developer on completion of the transfer. 

• Parish Councils were required by Regulations to carefully consider 

investments and ensure a good balance between liquidity, risk and return.  

• Advice taken from two investment consultants suggested that the Council 

should adopt a low-risk strategy by spreading the majority of the lump sum 

across bank accounts to the limit of the protection provided by the Financial 

Services Compensation Scheme, with the option of investing the remainder 

to increase return in the Capital.  

• Some investment would also help to protect purchasing power from erosion 

due to changes in inflation and bank interest rates.  

• A comparative analysis of the return from bank deposits with the return 

from the portfolios suggested by the advisors showed that the investment 

produced a greater return, but this was significantly reduced when fees 

were deducted.  

• In addition, there would always be an element of risk in investments 

particularly at a time of volatile markets. 

• The Council needed to consider which approach to adopt and if investment 

was a prudent choice at the moment.  

• Key consideration were  

o In order to achieve the decent return an investment would need to be 

for a minimum of 5 years 

o Maintenance costs for St Aubyns are not yet fully understood.  

o Both the UK and global economies were likely to be unstable in the 

next few years given the domestic and geopolitical situation.  

o A future CIO could have a different perspective on how best to use the 

capital and more fund-raising options. 

The following points were made in discussion. 

• Cllr Cherrie said as not all of the maintenance funds would be needed 

immediately, his instinct would be to invest some of the funds. This position 

was supported by Cllrs Poole and Evans. 
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• Cllr Lawrence was more cautious given the potential risk and the fact the 

sum was public money.  

• Cllr Evans said that it might also be possible to deposit the money in 

longer-term fixed rate bank accounts to increase the return 

• Cllr Nixon (Chair) said that he was not confident that sufficient was known 

about the costs of St Aubyns and how UK interests rates would trend given 

the upcoming election. He suggested that the Council could defer the 

decision perhaps to next month when all members were present or for 

longer when expenditure on St Aubyns was clearer. 

• After further consideration Councillors agreed that now was not the time to 

rush into investment and when the money was received it should be placed 

a number of bank accounts for the first year when further consideration 

would be given the possibility of some investment.  

 

ii. Project Update. The following update were provided   
 

• Cllr Nixon (Chair) said that Fairfax had proposed an artificial Ivy privacy 
barrier to run the length of the boundary wall between the St Aubyns 
Development and Denes Mews. This was being evaluated by residents. 

• Cllr Evans said Seeding of the Field had been delayed but the stone 
crushing had been successful, and a layer of topsoil added prior to rolling 
in the seed. Depending on the weather, there should be a grassy field in 
two or three week’s time, but handover would be delayed until late August.  

• Cllr Evans advised that BHCC had been informed that the Parish Council 
(RPC) did not wish to pursue a Forestry Commission Grant for 60 trees 
given the potential RPC contribution to costs and the fact that a planting 
plan was not in place. In response BHCC had offered to include 36 trees 
for St Aubyns field in their bid at no cost the RPC and agreed to cover the 
cost of storage pending planting and future maintenance costs. A response 
was required by 28 June, so Cllr Evans had gained Councilors’ agreement 
by correspondence.  This was confirmed by the meeting.  
 

Action Cllr Evans to write to BHCC confirming the Councils decision including the 
terms upon which this agreement was reached. 

 

• The play area (LAP) was due for installation on July the 15th. If any damage 
was caused to the emerging grass, this would be made good by Fairfax. 

• Cllr Nixon said that the terms of reference for the St Aubyns Stewardship 
Group Constitution had been agreed by the Strategy and Communications 
Advisory Group and was now presented for Council approval. Councillors 
approved the Terms of Reference as drafted.  

• Cllr Cherrie advised that he had not yet received the promised quote for 
polycarbonate protection for the stained-glass windows of the chapel and 
may have to seek alternative quote. He also said that a detailed quote 
amounting to £1650.00 plus VAT for installation of an electrical supply to 
the Chapel and Pavilion had been received and circulated for approval. 
Councillors approved the quote and the expenditure.  
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• Cllr Nixon (Chair) said that he had enquired about the provision of meters 
with Fairfax who had advised that their responsivity only extended to new 
buildings and that RPC would need to commission a power provider when 
the buildings were handed over.  

• Cllr Poole said that two similar quotes had been requested for a security 
alarm system fire protection for the Chapel and Pavilion, one that has been 
received had included a wireless SIM, which would avoid the need for Wi-
Fi. A further quote was being sought. 

• Cllr Nixon (Chair) advised that the red glass rocks for the artistic 
component had been too small for the Gabion mesh and risked being 
extracted over time. Larger rocks were being delivered to the supplier in 
early July. Fairfax planned to complete the rest of the installation in the 
coming weeks while waiting for the red glass to arrive.  

• Cllr Nixon (Chair) advised that an article on the history of St Aubyns Field 
had been drafted for the August/September addition of the Rottingdean 
Village News by former Council Chair Sue and local historian Mike Laszlett 
for which he wanted to record the thanks of the Council.  

Planning   

9. Applications Received in June.  Cllr Poole advised that an application 

(BH2024/00969, 95 Marine Drive Rottingdean Brighton) had been received that 

proposed the demolition of a detached house & garage at 95, Marine Drive, and 

replace it with a 4-storey building containing 9 two-bedroom flats. The Panel had 

considered the application and visited the sight and noted the proposal to build a 4-

storey block of flats at this location ignored key principles and objectives within the 

neighbourhood plan and would also lead to an unacceptable loss of privacy and light 

for the residents of the two properties to the rear of the site. For these reasons, 

Rottingdean Parish Council had posted an objection to the application. 

Advisory Group Meeting Updates  

10. Strategy and Communications  

i. Annual Village Fair. Cllr Nixon (Chair) said the advisory group had discussed 

the themes of the Parish Council stall that could include an update of plans for 

the High Street which were to be discussed with BHCC in July, information 

about the Lower High Street project and St Aubyns. The Clerk was asked to 

canvas Councillors availability to man the stall and provide a rota. 

Action: Clerk to arrange a rota for Councillors to man the Village Fair Stall.  

ii. Standing Order and Policy Reviews. The Clerk took the meeting through the 

results of the standing order policy reviews previously circulated: 
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SO/Policy Reviewer Changes Made  Next Review 

Standing 

Orders Part 1 

Clerk  The annual current values 

of contracts set out in 

Section 18 paragraph, that 

determine the application 

of Public Contracts 

Regulations 2015. 

Replaced with ‘as 

determined by the 

relevant statutory 

instrument’ 

April 2028 (or to 

incorporate 

regulatory 

changes)  

Website Policy Clerk  Website Privacy Policy 

Added 

April 2028 

Planning   Removal of reference to 

monthly public sessions 

and addition of a 

reference to the 

Neighbourhood Plan  

April 2028  

Grants Cllr 

Lawrence 

No change April 2028 

Employee 

Grievance and 

Disciplinary 

Procedure 

Governance 

Subgroup 

No change  April 2028 (or 

earlier to 

incorporate 

regulatory 

changes) 

 

Councillors agreed the outcome of the reviews and adopted the revised polices.  

11. Village and Community.  Cllr Lawrence provided the following update 

• At the meeting with stakeholders and Rob Walker, BHCC, on priorities for the 

investment of the sports compensation fund at Happy Valley, it was agreed that 

decent toilets facilities were a priority. BHCC had stressed that the development 

of inclusive sporting facilities was important and that if a club did enter into 

partnership with the BHCC council, then the public would still need have access 

to the recreation ground. It was suggested that some sort of tendering process 

should be devised to establish who the interested stakeholders might be, and 

what resources they would be able to bring to the table. The problem was that 

staff resources at BHCC were very limited now so Rob was not able to identify 

when he would be able to start working on this. Ward Cllr Jacqui Smith was 

file:///C:/Users/chris/AppData/Local/Temp/10fc9a9a-f6e4-48ca-b09e-409771126488_SO-Policy%20Reviews%202024.zip.488/Standing%20Orders%20Rev%20June%2024.docx
file:///C:/Users/chris/AppData/Local/Temp/10fc9a9a-f6e4-48ca-b09e-409771126488_SO-Policy%20Reviews%202024.zip.488/Standing%20Orders%20Rev%20June%2024.docx
file:///C:/Users/chris/AppData/Local/Temp/10fc9a9a-f6e4-48ca-b09e-409771126488_SO-Policy%20Reviews%202024.zip.488/Website%20policy%20June%2024.docx
file:///C:/Users/chris/AppData/Local/Temp/10fc9a9a-f6e4-48ca-b09e-409771126488_SO-Policy%20Reviews%202024.zip.488/Planning%20Process%20Mar%202024.docx
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positive about developing the facilities at Happy Valley and thought that 

volunteers could be found to run the café.  

• Tentative grant enquiries had been received from. 

o FORCE who wanted support towards the cost of providing clearer and 

more friendly signage for the beach including indicating where dogs were 

prohibited. They had been advised to liaise with the BHCC beach 

management team prior to making an application 

o Andy Wilson who wanted a grant for a sign to mark a nature corridor in an 

alley which links Falmer Rd and Rowan Way recently designated by 

BHCC. 

o Cathy Taylor, on behalf of PARC, had requested £500 to £1000 towards 

the costs of a 6-week summer programme of youth activities to commence 

on 24/07/24 across Rottingdean and Saltdean in response to ongoing 

issues of youth anti-social-behaviour. 

• A grant application from the Village Fair Committee had been received seeking a 

contribution of £500 towards some of the essential costs including the BHCC 

Fee, Insurance, First Aid and Refuse collection. Cllr Lawrence proposed the 

Council agree to the grant. 

In discussion the grant for village fair was formally proposed by Cllr Lawrence 

seconded by Cllr Cherrie and agreed by unanimous vote. It was agreed that more 

information should be sought about the PARC grant towards summer youth 

programme as this was a responsibility of the BHCC youth outreach team. 

12. Built Environment.  Cllr Cherrie provided the following update  

• Cllr Evans was to liaise with former Cllr Turnbull on the pond path project 

• COLAS Ltd were working to make safe the electrical supply on the Green 

• Following a complaint from resident Cllr Cherrie had inspected a broken post at 

the bottom of Whiteway Lane there to prevent traffic from entering and reported it 

to BHCC 

 

13. Natural Environment. Cllr Evans provided the following update.  

• Cllr Evans said that as part of his new role as the Natural Environment lead, 

he had accompanied Cllr Nixon on a walk around Beacon Hill nature reserve 

and was liaising with Ward Cllr Earthy about the seafront issues. 

• Cllr Nixon said that he was to write to members of the Beacon Hill 

Stewardship Group to propose that Cllr Evans join him on the Group and that 

former Cllr Turnbull remain on the group given his role with the Beacon Hub.  

 

The public meeting closed at 21.22. The next meeting is on the 5th of August 2024 

 

Chris Hayes, Parish Clerk    July 2024  

  


