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ROTTINGDEAN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Rottingdean Parish Council on
Monday 3 June 2023

Present; Clir Lawrence, Clir Levins, Cllr Poole, Clir Cherrie
C Hayes, Parish Clerk

Public. Ward ClIr Earthy, Ward CliIr Fishleigh, Janice Mead, Rose Daley, Bob McLellan,
Bernard Turnbull

Questions

Janice Mead asked when the new yellow lines around the junction of Nicholson Place and
Steyning Road would be put in place and if a zebra crossing was to be installed. She also
said that she had written to the management company to complain about the state of the
grass planted by the developer and to report that some of the trees had been planted in
inappropriate places. ClIr Cherrie said that he had recently attended a site visit with a
BHCC officer to discuss the deployment in the Village of the section 106 sustainable
transport funds. The installation of a zebra crossing in Steyning Road had been mentioned
but ruled out as it was thought to be unnecessary by BHCC. ClIr Cherrie said he was
awaiting a response from BHCC about the yellow lines. ClIr Lawrence (Chair) said that
contacting the management company about the grass and trees was the right thing to do
and that the Parish Council would mention the matter to the developer at the next meeting
with them.

Bernard Turnbull said that the Parish Council had consulted widely on proposals for the
Lower High Street that he understood had been paused. He thought that residents should
be informed. Clir Lawrence (Chair) agreed and said that residents would be updated.

Action: Clerk to update residents on the current status of the Lower High Street Project

Ward ClIr Fishleigh reported that an enforcement notice had been served on the Old Tea
Rooms on the High Street to make repairs to the building; that she was pursuing enquiries
about plans for the Queen Victoria with the new owners and that she had been discussing
plans for a petition for a residents parking scheme or restricted parking times to deter
commuter parking, but that it would need to be Village wide to avoid displacement

Ward ClIr Earthy said he was making progress on his safety campaign for the undercliff.
He said he had arranged for a stakeholder walkthrough in early June to look at existing



signage. ClIr Earthy said that the emerging consensus was for no cycling zones at the two
café’s and opposite Saltdean Tunnel.
1. Apologies for absence
Apologies had been received from Clirs Nixon and Evans

2. Declarations of interest

ClIr Cherrie said that as he was a member of Rottingdean Arts he would recuse
himself from the discussion about their application for a grant

3. Agreement of the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 13" of May. The
minutes were agreed and signed by the Chair.

4. Action Log. The outstanding actions were updated as follows:

I. 0104. ClIr Cherrie, working with Ward ClIr Fishleigh, to approach BHCC
about repair of the pavement out-side 14,16,18 and 20 Marine Drive. ClIr
Cherrie said he had sent photographs of the pavement to BHCC. Closed

ii. 0105. ClIr Lawrence to circulate three quotes for St Aubyns Field signs.
The Quotes had been circulated. Closed

iii. 0205. Clerk to check with BHCC planning authority if planning permission
was required for the St Aubyns Fields signs. The Clerk said he was still
awaiting a response from the planning team. Carried Forward.

5. Matters Arising.
None
6. Finance Update

i. Payments and invoices. The Clerk sought authorisation for the following

payments
VAT
HMRC May £531.85
C Hayes Salary May £709.80
C Hayes Comms (zoom) £12.99 £2.60
Cloudscape (Domain) £60.00 £12.00




Co-option

7.

Room Hire £13.00

Rottingdean Village News £110.00

St Aubyns (Field Signage) £1610.00 £322.00
St Aubyns (Building Insurance) £1572.52

Total £4620.16

Authorisation was proposed by Clir Levins, seconded by ClIr Poole and
agreed by unanimous vote.

ii. Bank balances The Clerk advised that at the end of May the bank balances

were:

Unity Trust Bank Current Account | £ 104.80
Unity Trust Bank Instant Access £ 59,018.30
C&C savings account £ 83,000.85
Cash at Bank £ £142,123.95

May 2024 Accounts. The accounts were presented by the Clerk and
approved.

.Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2023/24. The Clerk

advised Councillors that he was seeking agreement of the Annual Governance
and Accountability Return - as circulated. He reminded Councillors that the
Council had signed off the Governance Statement part of the return at the May
meeting, since when the internal audit of the accounts had been completed
with no issues raised. The Clerk took the meeting through the Accounting
Statement (part 2) and sought agreement for it to be approved and for the
completed AGAR to be submitted to the external auditor. The AGAR was
approved and signed by the Chair.

Panel Recommendation on Co-option. Clir Lawrence (Chair) said that an
applicant for one of the current Councillor vacancies had been interviewed on the 31
May by the panel appointed by the Council. Clir Lawrence (Chair) said that although
the applicant had achieved acceptable scores in some areas his understanding of the
role of RPC and that of a Parish Councillor had not been sufficient to recommend
appointment. Appointment was not therefore recommended. However, the panel
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proposed that the applicant be invited to attend a number of Parish Council meetings
or events to better understand what was involved and, if he was still interested, to
reapply in the future. The recommendation of the Panel was agreed by
unanimous vote.

Major Projects

8. St Aubyns. In addition to the note Clir Lawrence (Chair) and former ClIr
Turnbull (co-opted on to the St Aubyns Working Group) provided the following
update:

e An expectable quote had been received for building insurance for the Chapel
and Pavilion as shown in the payments for authorisation.

e The stone crushing on the Field had been successful but grass seeding had not
yet taken place although there was a seeding machine on site.

e Other outstanding work included the completion of the entrances to the Field,
planting of trees and the building of a bund at the Vaughan Williams Way side of
the Field to prevent vehicles getting on to the Field.

e As the delay in seeding could delay transfer until late July/August, the working
group had sought advice on the contractual position and the operation of the
post transfer 12-month defect clause.

e The working group had discussed to the proposal to apply to the current round of
Forestry Commission grant funding for a community orchard. The working group
had concerns that the concept and costs were not yet clear to the Council and
needed further work and consultation. In view of this the Working Group
recommended that work should continue on the proposal but to defer an
application until the next round of Forestry Commission grants when the costs
and layout were clearer. This was agreed by the Council.

Planning

9. Applications Received in May. Councillor Poole took the meeting through the
following applications.

I. BH2024/01086. White Horses, 1 High Street Rottingdean Brighton BN2
7THR.

Application to vary condition 1 of planning permission
BH2023/01334 to allow design amendments to the approved
conservatory, relocation of cycle storage and EV charging points on
site and other design changes including South-East Elevation.
reduction in the size of the fanlights above the approved entrance
doors and change of finishing materials for the side of the permitted
external terrace from brick to painted render, North-East Elevation.



removal of canopy previously shown above the pedestrian entrance,
South-West Elevation: retention of existing windows as opposed to being
converted into doors, North-West Elevation; three existing

windows to be blocked up and finished with render and paint to

match the existing facade and omission of glass sky lantern on the

flat roof section above the second floor. The Panel had no objection to this
application

ii. BH2024/01047. 28 Vaughan Williams Way Rottingdean Brighton BN2 7GB.
Erection of single storey rear extension. This was a small extension that the
Panel had no objection to.

In addition, ClIr Poole advised the meeting that the proposed application for a 20-
metre-high telecoms tower on land west of Westmeston Avenue
(SDNP/24/01472/PA16) had been refused permission by the South Downs National
Park Planning Authority (SDNPA). Clir Poole said that the Parish Council had
objected to the proposal as a mast at or near this location would have had a very
negative impact on sightlines from all directions. The SDNPA had acknowledged in
their decision that the plans were in conflict with the recently adopted Neighbourhood
Plan policies to protect the green space around the Parish and its wildlife corridors

Advisory Group Meeting Updates

10. Strategy and Communications. In addition to the note circulated the Clerk
advised the meeting that the following standing orders and policies and been
reviewed or revised and would be presented to the Council for adoption at the
meeting on the 15 of July.

Section 1 of the Standing Orders.

Employee Grievance and Disciplinary Procedure.
Grants Policy.

Planning Application Scrutiny.

Website policy.
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11. Village and Community. Cllr Lawrence (Chair) provided the following update

e The repair of Kipling Gardens wall was still under discussion with surveyors
and an insurance company.

e CliIr Lawrence had now fixed up a meeting with Rob Walker from BHCC and
Rottingdean FC and Woodingdean Wanderers to discuss playing pitch
requirements at Happy Valley in order to consider the deployment of S106
funding.



e ClIr Lawrence was to attend a meeting with Ward ClIr Earthy on a scheme to
provide advice on better insulating Rottingdean public buildings

e The group had reviewed a grant application from Rottingdean Arts to contribute
towards the summer concerts and recommended approval. Approval was
proposed by Clir Lawrence (Chair), seconded by ClIr Poole and agreed by
unanimous vote excepting Cllr Cherrie because of his association with
Rottingdean Arts.

12. Natural Environment. The group had not met but former Councillor Turnbull
advised the meeting that he had identified a type stone that would match the
existing pond path, as requested by the Council, so that work on the path could
now commence. ClIr Levins advised that the ‘pond’ volunteers be kept abreast of
progress.

13. Built Environment. Clir Cherrie provided the following update:

e Although the full group had not been able to meet, Cllr Cherrie met with the
Chair, Vice Chair and the Clerk on 31 May and obtained their agreement to seek
Council approval to appoint Colas Ltd to undertake repair work on electrical
junction box on the Green. Attempts to obtain further quotes had been fruitless
and the matter was now urgent given planned village summer events. ClIr
Cherrie then sought Council approval to incur the expenditure for the repairs
which was estimated at £2500. This was agreed.

e Work to appoint a contractor to install an electrical supply to the St Aubyns
Chapel and Pavilion was ongoing. A quote for the work was expected very
shortly but would now need to accommodate the necessary work to enable the
installation of building security systems that was a condition of the building
insurance.

e A stained-glass window company had been furnished with the chapel window
dimensions to enable the provision of polycarbonate protective sheeting.

The meeting closed at 20:18. The next meeting is on 15 July

Chris Hayes, Parish Clerk June 2024



