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ROTTINGDEAN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Rottingdean Parish Council on
Monday 7" of October 2024 at the Whiteway Centre.

Present: ClIr Nixon (Chair), CllIr Levins, Clir Lawrence, ClIr Poole, Clir Evans, Clir Cherrie
C Hayes, Parish Clerk.

Public Gallery; Ward ClIr Fishleigh, Mike Haggar, John Fortune.

Questions from the public.

John Fortune advised the Council of his objection to planning application BH2024/02132,
14 Nicholson Place, on the basis that the proposed loft conversion would overlook his
property leading to a loss of privacy. Clir Poole said he had visited the site and that the
Parish Council would also be lodging an objection to the application.

Ward ClIr Fishleigh provided the following update:

e The petition for a light touch parking scheme had attracted 71 signatures so far. The
next stage would be examination by Brighton and Hove City Council transport
committee and a two stage consultation process firstly to determine the level of
support for a scheme, and should this be sufficient, a consultation on specific
proposals for controlled parking zone.

e At the request of St Margaret’s Primary School, ClIr Fishleigh was seeking
volunteers to help with the closure of Whiteways Lane during school drop off and
pick-up times.

e ClIr Fishleigh was supporting the Croquet Club with an issue on their lease renewal
and with proposals for a replacement outbuilding.

e ClIr Fishleigh said that the recent A259 carriage way repairs seemed to have gone
well with minimal disruption

ClIr Nixon said the Parish Council would be writing to BHCC to congratulate them on
management of traffic during the repair work.
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Mike Haggar said he was unhappy that with a recent article by ClIr Fishleigh in the
Rottingdean Village News about the parking scheme gave only a favourable view of the
proposal. In his view a permit scheme would displace parking to other parts of the
Village with cost implications for many residents. ClIr Nixon said he recognised that
there were differing views on the proposals for a controlled parking scheme. He said
that the Parish Council had raised awareness of the proposal but would not take view
until the views of residents were understood and a proposal came forward from BHCC.
Mr Haggar also said he had seen a number of young people on electric bikes in the
middle of the road near Longhill School causing a safety hazard. He was advised to
report this to the Police.

1. Apologies for absence

Apologies had been received from Clir Lowery and Ward Clir Earthy

2. Declarations of interest

None

3. Agreement of the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 2" of September.
The minutes were agreed and signed by the Chair

4. Action Log. The Clerk provided the following update.

1.

0108. ClIr Evans to inspect the trees overhanging the Dene boundary wall
and if necessary, take the matter up with BHCC. ClIr Evans advised that

the matter had been reported to BHCC and was being considered by City
Parks. Carried forward

0408 Clerk to check if a note from ClIr Lawrence to the Village Fair
organisers, Rottingdean Arts and PARC congratulating them on their
recent successful community activities has been issued. Cllr Lawrence
confirmed that letters had been sent. Closed

0109 CliIr Cherrie to seek advice from the BHCC Heritage planning team
on how best to protect the Chapel windows. Carried Forward

0209 Advisory group Chairs to review their projects included on the
Infrastructure Development Plan by 30" September. The Clerk confirmed
some updates had been receive and the IPD had been updated
accordingly. Closed
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5. 0309 CliIr Cherrie to report the blocked drains through the BHCC portal
and copy Ward Councillors. Cllr Cherrie said he had examined the drains

which were now unblocked. Closed

6. 0409 ClIrs Cherrie and Lowery to speak to BHCC and get the name of an
onsite contact for the A259 carriage repair work. Cllr Cherrie said this had
not been necessary as the work had passed without incident. Closed

5. Matters Arising.
None

6. Finance Update

1. Payments and invoices. The Clerk sought authorisation for the following

payments:

VAT
HMRC August £563.58
C Hayes Salary September £745.13
C Hayes Comms (zoom and phone) £42.99 £2.60
C Hayes (stationery) £24.49 £4.08
Room Hire £53.00
Toolkit It Support (DD) £165 £33
Clamp Boxall (payroll) £80 £16
Total £1674.19

Authorisation was proposed by ClIr Lewis seconded by Clir Evans and agreed by

unanimous vote.

2. Bank balances The Clerk advised the meeting that the Bank Balances at

the end of September were:

Unity Trust Bank Current Account £ 106.25 \

Unity Trust Bank Instant Access £ 43,155.19

C&C savings account £ 84,231.09

Cash at Bank £ 127,492.53 |
Signed Date



3. September 2024 Accounts and Quarterly Reconciliation. The September
accounts were presented and agreed. Clir Nixon confirmed that he had
checked that the accounting records and bank statements reconciled and he
signed the accounts.

4. Mid Term Expenditure Report The Clerk took the meeting through the paper
circulated, highlighting the following points:

e Spending on operational activity was currently well within budget and likely
to remain so for the second half of the year given the lower than expected
expenditure on St Aubyns maintenance.

e Grant funding of £3000 had been awarded so far with £4500 left in the
budget

e There had been no expenditure on infrastructure leaving the full £2700 in
available for any minor repairs, road safety signs, etc.

e Only a small amount of the project budget had been spent on St Aubyns
bins and benches and electrical work and to repair the electrical junction on
the Green.

e Future expenditure on projects in this financial year would depend on the
date of the St Aubyns transfer but the only work planned was installation of
the bins and further electrical work on the Pavilion and Chapel with
potentially further legal fees. In addition, the installation of the pond path
was planned to be completed during 2024/5.

¢ Interms of the second half of the year, assuming the grants budget was
spent, the pond path was completed, legal fees paid and a St Aubyns Field
mowing contract for 24/25 funded then the Council would spend around
£63,000 by March 2025. This would leave a significant balance to carry
over of just over £122,000

The following points were made in discussion.

e It would be important to encourage grant applications to come forward
for example for new signs for the Beacon Hill Nature Reserve

e The focus for the second half of the year should be on getting the pond
path and pond roadside barrier work commissioned.

e There would be some important decisions to be made at the January
Strategy workshop about future spending priorities for example the
relative importance of retaining funds for the Lower High Street project
or diverting funds to High Street repairs.
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7. Co-option

1. Recommendation on co-option of the applicant interviewed on the 30
of September. Clir Nixon said Sarah Helen Snow had been interviewed by
the Co-option Panel on the 30" of September. Sarah had met the criteria
agreed by the Council and the Panel had concluded that her knowledge and
experience would be a valuable asset to the work of the Council. The panel's
recommendation was therefore that Sarah should be co-opted. The Chair
proposed co-option that was seconded by ClIr Lawrence and agreed by
unanimous vote. The Chair then asked the Clerk to organise Sarah’s
induction.

Action: Clerk to arrange the induction to the Council for Sarah-Helen Snow.
Major Projects
8. St Aubyns. The following updates were provided.

i Council decision on Fairfax proposal to delay Transfer of Assets until Spring
2025. ClIr Nixon summarised the key points of the note circulated

e Fairfax had proposed that the transfer of St Aubyns assets (Chapel,
Pavilion and Field) be delayed until Spring 2025 so that the Field grass
could be fully established prior to public use. They had also suggested
earlier transfer of the Chapel and Pavilion with a portion of the lump sum.

e The Field grass did not currently meet the contractual specification and
with winter approaching and work on ‘The Sweeps’ still to be completed, it
was unlikely that the Field would meet the criteria for transfer before the
year end.

¢ Delaying the transfer would enable an assessment of the grass at the end
of winter, any reseeding needed time to grow before final handover and
the wild flower bed to be seeded. This would enable an official opening
event soon after Transfer in 2025 when the grass would be well
established. In addition, it would allow more time to sort out protection for
the Chapel windows and security to be installed in both buildings and defer
any maintenance costs until 2025/26.

e The only clear risk was deterioration of assets, but Fairfax had confirmed
responsibility until handover, and perhaps public disappointment that could
be mitigated by good communication.

e As a precaution the Council had checked the legal position and confirmed
that transfer would not take place until the maintenance lump sum had
been received.
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Cllr Nixon therefore proposed that that the transfer of the Field, Chapel and
Pavilion was delayed until end of April 2025 to allow the Field to be fully
established and meet the contractual specification and that a Practical
Completion review for the Field be undertaken in early March allowing time for
any remedial action before handover. This was agreed by Councillors

i Proposal for a Community Orchard: Cllr Evans provided the following update

e The proposal was to plant a community orchard predominantly in the north
east corner of the Field, with some trees being placed within the wildflower
meadow area to provide added interest and shade. A few larger trees
could also be placed at the lower end of the field to provide shade around
the picnic tables and LAP.

e The trees would be mostly funded through a Forestry Commission grant
supported by BHCC who had also agreed to fund the 20% Parish Council
share of the costs and maintain the trees for three years following planting.

e The outcome of bid was expected to be announced in November and the
original intention was that, if successful, planting would take place later in
2025. However, BHCC have now said that they may not be able to
guarantee the Parish Council cost share in the 2025/26 financial year so
planting would need to be completed before April.

e Given that transfer of the Field would now be delayed Fairfax had agreed
for the Council to go ahead with the planting without prejudice to the
handover agreement.

e Subject to Council approval of the final concept and if the bid was
successful, over the next few weeks the orchard plans would be finalised
with the support of BHCC and Brighton Perma Trust and residents given
the opportunity to comment prior to planting during February and March.

e ClIr Evans to prepare layout and variety concepts following a meeting with
BHCC and Perma Trust on the 11" October and present to the St Aubyns
Working Group on the 25" October for evaluation. The WG to present a
preferred concept at the November RPC meeting.

Councillors agreed the proposal .

Applications Received in September. In addition, to the note circulated Cllr Poole
advised the meeting that the Council had received representations about an application for
a telecoms mast on the top of St Margarets Flats. A number of residents had raised
objections on the grounds of loss of amenity and that the installation would spoil the view of
a prominent listed building. Whilst recognising the need to a 5G mast in this part of the
Village, Cllr Poole had proposed to object to application, as the installation would offend
Policy H2 of the Neighbourhood Plan which aimed to protect the character of the village
and ensure any new development respected the visual quality of the environment. In
objecting Cllr Poole proposed that the Council express a willingness to work with the
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applicant on a more suitable site that would meet their technical requirements. The
following points were made in discussion:

e There was a clear need for better WIFI service in the centre of the Village which
would benefit both residents and local businesses

e Although there was already an antenna on the roof of St Margarets adding two
further antennae and the necessary supporting buildings would negatively affect
the appearance of the building.

¢ Although arguments were finally balanced, as the proposal offended policy H2 of
the Neighbourhood Plan the Parish Council should object but offer to work with
the applicant for a more suitable site.

e It was agreed that Councillor Poole should respond to BHCC accordingly.

Advisory Group Meeting Updates

10. Strategy and Communications. As most if the issued discussed had been
covered in earlier agenda items ClIr Nixon provided a brief update

e The Infrastructure Development Plan had been updated as far as possible but
important decisions needed to be made in the proposed January strategy
workshop about priorities for project funds for 2025/25.

e The Parish Council were to receive a Community Infrastructure Levy payment of
£2134 arising from a development in Chailey Avenue, approved in 2020.

11. Village and Community. Cllr Lawrence provided the following update:

¢ Kipling Gardens and Rottingdean in Bloom had been awarded best Walled
Garden and Best Village respectively in the recent South East in Bloom
competition.

e ClIr Lawrence attend a recent Local Action Team meeting at which a presentation
on young people outreach work over the summer was given. The scheme had
been very successful and might be something for the Parish Council to consider
in the future.

12. Natural Environment. Cllr Evans provided the following feedback
e The Friends of Beacon Hill FoBH were working up a proposal to refurbish the
Beacon Hill notice boards funded partly by money raised at the Village Fair and a
possible grant application to the Parish Council. Clir Evans was to support work
on the proposal with the aim of a discussion at the forthcoming Beacon Hill

Stewardship Group AGM scheduled for 23 October.

Action CllIr Evans to follow up the FoBH notice board proposal
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13. Built Environment. Cllr Cherrie provided the following update:

e A number of complaints had been received about the signage on the new
business in Vicarage Lane. Clir Poole had spoken to the owner who had agreed
to remove the sign below the window and vertical sign at the side of the building
both of which did not meet current BHCC advertisement policy guidance. The
size of the signage above the window was below that requiring planning
permission.

Action: Clerk to draft a response to the complainants
e The Clerk had written to the Chair of the bowling club following a complaint about
cars regularly parking on the Green in front of the Club
e ClIr Cherrie was to work with CllIr Fishleigh to assist the Croquet Club with an

issue with their lease renewal.

The meeting closed at 21:50. The next meeting is on the 4" of November.

Chris Hayes, Parish Clerk October 2024
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