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ROTTINGDEAN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Rottingdean Parish Council on
Monday 2"® September 2024

Present. CllIr Nixon (Chair), ClIr Cherrie, ClIr Levins, Clir Lowery, Clir Evans, ClIr Poole
C Hayes, Parish Clerk

Public Gallery: Sarah-Helen Snow

1. Apologies for absence

Ward Clirs Fishleigh and Earthy, Clir Lawrence.

2. Declarations of interest

None

3. Agreement of the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 5th of August.

The minutes were approved and signed by the Chair

4. Action Log. The Clerk provided the following update:

0108. ClIr Evans to inspect the trees overhanging the Dene boundary wall and
if necessary, take the matter up with BHCC. ClIr Evans reported that he had
visited the site and trees were hanging over the Dene boundary wall and
touching the roof of the building. He said he would report the matter to Brighton
and Hove City Council (BHCC). Carried forward

0208. ClIr Lawrence and the Clerk to organise social media posts on St
Aubyns. Cleared.

0308. The Clerk to draft a factual note informing residents on the petition for a
light-touch controlled parking scheme in Rottingdean. Cleared.

0408. ClIr Lawrence to draft a note to the Village Fair organisers, Rottingdean
Arts and PARC congratulating them on their recent successful community
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activities. A note had been drafted but it was not clear whether or not it had
been issued. Clerk to check. Carried forward

5. Matters Arising.
None
6. Finance Update

i. Payments and invoices. The Clerk sought authorisation for the following

payments.
VAT

HMRC August £563.58
C Hayes Salary August £745.13
J Lawrence Expenses (CODA event) £10.72
C Hayes Comms (zoom) and phone £12.99 £2.60
Room Hire £20.00
Sign Shop (St Aubyns Field Signs) £1615.00 £323.00
PKF Littlejohn (AGAR audit) £315.00 £63.00
Total £3282.42

Payment was proposed by Clir Levins, seconded by Clir Poole, and agreed by
unanimous vote.

ii. Bank balances The Clerk advised that the bank balances at the end of August

were.
Unity Trust Bank Current Account £ 105.52
Unity Trust Bank Instant Access £ 46,127.11
C&C savings account £ 83,926.88
Cash at Bank £ £130,159.51

iii. August 2024 Accounts. The accounts were presented and agreed.
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iv. Annual Governance and Accountability Report (AGAR). The Clerk advised
Councillors that the AGAR for 2023/24 had been cleared by the external
auditor and would be published on the website

Major Projects

7. St Aubyns. The following update was provided.

Action:

ClIr Nixon (Chair) said that on 28th August Fairfax had proposed to delay
completion and transfer of the Field until Spring 2025 so that the grass could be
properly established over the winter before intense public use. Fairfax had also
said that the Chapel and Field could be transferred at any time before this if
preferred by the Parish Council. Clir Nixon (Chair) proposed that the Working
Group discuss the implications and make a recommendation to the full Council
for a decision at the October meeting. The proposal was agreed.

Cllr Evans reported that the first cut of the Field had occurred, the bund had
been re-seeded, and the play area completed. The bins and benches were ready
to be put in place and signs had been placed at each entrance.

Cllr Poole said that after a number of phone calls he had obtained a reasonable
guote for Chapel window protection using polycarbon, however, no guarantees
could be given about its aesthetic longevity so it could degrade overtime and
need replacing. ClIr Cherrie said he had previously received advice that
polycarbon would not be suitable because of UV damage and potential
scratching. The option of reinforced glass or custom made metal mesh was also
discussed but these solutions were likely to be costly. Clir Nixon (Chair)
suggested that the Council seek advice from the Heritage planning team at
BHCC.

Cllr Cherrie to seek advice from the BHCC Heritage planning team on how best
to protect the Chapel windows.

ClIr Nixon (Chair) Some of the glass rocks for the artistic component (The
Sweeps) had been damage in transit resulting in too many smaller and sharp
pieces. CODA had considered the design options and were proposing a mix of
coloured stone and glass to resolve the issue and still retain the original concept.
A mock-up of the proposal had been requested for the Council inspect and
decide whether or not it remained true to the original concept and was safe. Clir
Levins asked what would happen if Councillors were not happy with the design.
ClIr Nixon (Chair) confirmed that this was a problem for CODA and Fairfax to fix
and if Councillors were not happy, CODA would need to develop an acceptable
solution. It was agreed that ClIr Nixon would write to CODA expressing
disappointment that the design brief had not been met and that the Council
would be seeking to ensure that the revised design met the brief in terms of
colour and light and was completely safe.
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Planning

8. Applications Received in August. ClIr Poole advised that no planning
applications had been received in August and that a decision was still awaited on
the application for a new house on the site of a garage at the rear of 15 Dean Court
Road that the Parish Council had objected to.

Advisory Group Meeting Updates

9. Strategy and Communications Cllr Nixon (Chair) provided the following
feedback:

Clir Lawrence is continuing work with Ward ClIr Earthy on the provision of
energy saving advice and is to organise a workshop with local community
groups.

The Beacon Hill Nature Reserve Stewardship Group AGM was being
rearranged to October the 23", In the meantime, ClIr Nixon and Evans had had
a very productive meeting with the Ranger and the Friends of Beacon Hill to
discuss the emerging management plan for the reserve that would be
discussed at the AGM.

Cllr Lowery had started work on developing the High Street Master Plan and
picked out the following points from a report circulated:

o After several enquiries he had established that the Pharmacy that had

recently closed had not cancelled their contract to provide pharmaceutical
services for the NHS in Rottingdean and so the hope was that they would
relocate to another property within the village.

The Queen Victoria Pub had been sold to Heritage Renovators of
Eastbourne and the old tearooms and antique store at the bottom of the
High Street was about to be given a facelift following a BHCC enforcement
notice.

In discussion with local letting agencies ClIr Lowery had discovered that
despite lower footfall the ground rent being requested for buildings in the
High Street was the same as that in Brighton which could be deterring
potential tenants along with the lack of parking for employees and the High
Street aesthetics.

Work was ongoing to establish the Joint Parish Council/BHCC working
group and to develop a common vision for the future of the High Street that
could include granite kerbing, repair of the red brick pavement, an
upgraded road surface and more prominent road markings. This work
would then enable the development of a project plan.

ClIr Nixon Chair suggested that each advisory group should review their
projects included on the Council’s Infrastructure Development Plan to enable a
discussion about priorities at the next SCAG meeting on 3™ October.
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Action: Advisory group chairs to review their projects included on the Infrastructure
Development Plan by 30" September.

10. Village and Community. Cllr Levins said he was musing on the possibility of a
bye law requiring dog owners to keep their dogs under close control on paths and
near roads following a recent incident in the Twitten. A number of Councillors said
that they had not experienced any problems and that there was already a general
requirement for owners to keep their dogs under control. Cllr Levins said he might
comeback with a proposal.

11. Natural Environment. Cllr Evans said he had attended meetings with ClIr Earthy
and interested groups about Undercliff safety where a number of ideas were being
developed to put to BHCC including better signage and barriers at key points. ClIr
Evans said would consider the proposals and provide advice to the Council

12. Built Environment. Cllr Cherie said he had received a complaint from a resident
about various blocked drains around the village, posing a flood risk, that he would
investigate with a view to reporting the matter to BHCC. Councillors also discussed
the carriage way repairs on the A259 due to commence on 9" of September and
agreed that an onsite contact should be set up in case of problems with the
proposed traffic management arrangements during the work.

Actions ClIr Cherrie to report the blocked drains through the BHCC portal and copy Ward
Councillors.

Cllrs Cherrie and Lowery to speak to BHCC and get the name of an onsite
contact for the A259 carriage repair work.

The meeting closed at 21.28. The next meeting is on Monday the 7" of October.

Chris Hayes, Parish Clerk September 2024
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