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All organisations that work with children and families have a shared
responsibility to safeguard children and to work together to do this. On the Island the

Isle of Wight Council, NHS Hampshire and Isle of Wight [Integrated Care Board], and Hampshire and Isle of Wight Police work together
as Safeguarding Partners to protect children on the Island in a formal arrangement called the Isle of Wight Safeguarding Children
Partnership.

Safeguarding children is everyone’s responsibility and the Partnership’s ambition is that everyone can recognise and respond to
ensure that children, young people and their families are effectively safeguarded and supported.

Autumn Partnership Board meeting - Key headlines
The Partnership Board is pleased to welcome the following new members:

— Lizzie Granger, representing Isle of Wight Primary Schools
— Kate Harvey, Director of Public Health, Isle of Wight Council
— Rod Kenny, Detective Superintendent, Head of Child Abuse and Safeguarding, Hampshire and Isle of Wight Police

Members noted that the risks facing children continue to evolve and cannot be addressed by any single organisation. Safeguarding therefore
requires coordinated partnership working, and this principle continues to guide the work of the Partnership.

The ongoing transformation across local services, including national reforms in children’s social care, forthcoming proposals on special
educational needs and disabilities, and potential changes linked to local government reorganisation and devolution were noted. They emphasised
the importance of maintaining safe and stable services through a “one island” team approach, and reflected that transformation is a constant,
requiring systems that can sustain safe and stable services amid continuous change.

“«

2025-26 Business Plan: Partnership Manager Kelly Diamond provided members with an overview \o Isle of Wight
of work undertaken in quarter 1 and quarter 2 of 2025-26 against the Partnership’s Business plan. f:?afifgrt?\rdmg

Partnership

Key areas of activity included:

— development of a Threshold Pathway Guidance document [see page 2]

— amulti agency review of the Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub [more information to follow]

— progress on an action plan responding to the partnership’s commissioned report on the voice
and influence of children within multi-safeguarding arrangements

— Governance work in development and consideration of an Isle of Wight response to the Families —
First Partnership Programme

— an audit reviewing the multi agency response to children who are re-referred to children’s social care [see page 2]

Looking ahead, Safeguarding partners will meet in the new year to begin discussions and development of the Strategic Priorities for 2026-29.

IOW Section 11 Keeping Children Safe Self-Assessment: 2025-26 has been the start of a new cycle of the IOW Section 11 Keeping
Children Safe Self-Assessment. This assessment helps agencies to reflect on their safeguarding governance and practice, celebrate areas of good
work, and identify opportunities forimprovement. A selection of agencies presented their assessments to a multi-agency panel which provided an
additional layer of assurance. Agencies have received tailored feedback from their submission, highlighting strengths and areas for consideration.
On behalf of the safeguarding partners, we extend huge thanks to agencies for their detailed responses.

This process has been a valuable opportunity for agencies to demonstrate leadership in safeguarding children. Recommendations from this
process include:

— Supporting senior leaders with future self-assessments through workshops

— Agencies to promote the HIPS working together to resolve professional differences procedure and associated guidance

— Strengthening recognition and responses from practitioners of private fostering arrangements

Joint Targeted Area Inspection of the multi-agency response to children
who are victims of domestic abuse: In autumn, the Partnership undertook a
review of how local agencies respond to children affected by domestic abuse. The
exercise was based on the national framework evaluation criteria of the Joint Targeted
Area Inspection of the multi-agency response to children who are victims of domestic
abuse. Domestic abuse is a consistent theme in local learning and audit activity.

27 returns were submitted by 22 agencies outlining their practice, training, and support
arrangements. These responses highlighted a strong commitment to safeguarding, with
examples of trauma informed training, therapeutic support in schools, timely referrals
to services, and multi-agency collaboration through forums such as MARAC
(Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conference).

The review also identified areas for further development, including ensuring children
are recognised as victims in their own right, improving the timeliness of information
sharing through Operation Encompass, and promoting a consistent referral pathway.

Looking ahead, the partnership will build on recent learning by sharing insights from the
multi-agency domestic abuse audit, strengthen engagement with children and families

Tel: 01983 814545 | Email: SCP@iow.gov.uk | Website: www.iowscp.org.uk | Pagel



https://hipsprocedures.org.uk/skyyty/safeguarding-partnerships-and-organisational-responsibilities/working-together-to-resolve-professional-differences-escalation-and-resolution
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/joint-inspections-of-the-response-to-children-living-with-domestic-abuse/joint-targeted-area-inspection-of-the-multi-agency-response-to-domestic-abuse
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/joint-inspections-of-the-response-to-children-living-with-domestic-abuse/joint-targeted-area-inspection-of-the-multi-agency-response-to-domestic-abuse
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/joint-inspections-of-the-response-to-children-living-with-domestic-abuse/joint-targeted-area-inspection-of-the-multi-agency-response-to-domestic-abuse
https://www.iowscp.org.uk/
mailto:SCP@iow.gov.uk
http://www.iowscp.org.uk
https://secure.toolkitfiles.co.uk/clients/25263/sitedata/Governance/-IOWSCP-2025-26-Business-Plan-FINAL.pdf

\‘ Isle of Wight
Safeguarding

Children
Partnership

Key headlines continued ... through the Survivor Voice Forum, promote the use of the IOWSCP Domestic Abuse pathway alongside HIPS

guidance, and promote the comprehensive learning and development offer. This activity reflects our shared commitment to protecting children and
ensuring that responses to domestic abuse are coordinated, effective, and centred on the needs of the child.

The Families First Partnership programme is moving forward with plans to strengthen support for children and families. Partners are working
together to build a clear picture of local needs, using new datasets and analysis to guide future approaches. A multi-agency steering group has been

set up to shape delivery, ensuring that strategies across the island are aligned and that shared priorities are addressed. A collaborative effort should

lay the foundations for a lasting impact. Governance arrangements are being developed to ensure the work remains robust and accountable.

Exploitation: The Partnership’s Exploitation Subgroup has been working collaboratively to strengthen the Missing, Exploitation and Trafficked Risk
Assessment Conference (METRAC) and to improve the quality and submission of Child Exploitation Risk Assessment Frameworks (CERAFs).
Particular thanks are extended to Ruth Hayles, Youth Offending Manager at the Isle of Wight Council; Jenny Hall, METRAC Chair with Hampshire and
Isle of Wight Police; and Louise Almond, Exploitation Social Worker in Children’s Social Care, for their contributions.

Ongoing issues with CERAFs are being addressed through joint practice improvements. Data from missing return interviews is showing progress,
with pattern analysis now being completed. METRAC has also begun to consider places and spaces where exploitation may occur, further
strengthening its approach.

The experience of children and families who are re-referred to
Isle of Wight Children’s Social Care

As part of the Isle of Wight Safeguarding Children Partnership’s business plan for 2025-26, we’ve
taken a closer look at the experiences of children and families who are re-referred to Children’s
Social Care through a multi-agency audit designed to deepen our understanding of why some
children face repeat referrals. The audit highlighted both effective practices already in place and the
emerging themes and challenges.

What the audit explored:
— How well agencies are working together to provide early and effective help
— The referraljourney in detail, including thresholds, intervention quality, and engagement
— Opportunities to reflect on practice and improve outcomes for children and families

We’ve produced a practitioner briefing that captures the key learning from the audit and a curated
list of supporting resources.

This briefing, along with others from our multi-agency work, can be found on our website page: www.iowscp.org.uk/practitioners-briefings

‘Safeguarding is the foundation of all work with children, especially during transitions and in early years settings’

NEW: Threshold Guidance Pathway Document

The newly developed Threshold Pathway Guidance Document is a practical tool that complements the ex-
isting threshold chart and includes printable pages for display in workspaces.

N\, oot wignt Itis designed to help colleagues across all sectors identify and respond effectively to children who need help

safeguarding
Children

Partnership and protection.

Developed with input from police, health, schools, and Children’s Social Care, key items this new guidance
documentincludes:

THRESHOLD PATHWAY — Identifying levels of need and response

GUIDANCE DOCUMENT — Guidance on information sharing
— Guidance on using the threshold chart
— The “Five R’s” approach to safeguarding children printable poster
— What effective inter agency referrals for children look like
— Common issues with referrals to children’s social care
— Contextual safeguarding—what do we mean?

'::A - * —  Children with reduced educational engagement
—  Children with disabilities/complex needs

— Key contacts and key resources
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Every Voice Matters: A Whole-Family Lens on Domestic Abuse

On Tuesday, 10th February 2026 the Partnership will be hosting, in partnership with the Isle of Wight
Safeguarding Adults Board and Isle of Wight Domestic Abuse Partnership Board, a multi-agency
conference exploring how coercive and controlling behaviour impacts the whole family and how a
family approach can enable better safeguarding, intervention, and recovery.

Expressions of interest in attending the conference went live in early November and has now closed.
Thank you to those who expressed an interest in attending. Due to popular demand and with the aim of
ensuring a balanced group of participants who work with adults, children, or both, across a range of
service areas, we will now short list those who applied.

Those who have been successful in obtaining a ticket will be contacted in early December.
\‘ Isle of Wight
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Safequarding Adults Board

In recognition of domestic abuse being as a cross-cutting theme

H H ildren and young person’s domestic abuse referral pathwa -
across all of the Partnerships work, we are pleased to introduce a

newly developed i r.n..m..,m.

and
Call 999 and ensure the.
‘safety of the child

Domestic Abuse Referral Pathway for children and young people

Non-emergency response

Created in collaboration with the Domestic Abuse Partnership
Board, the pathway provides clear guidance on responding to
children, alongside useful links and resources.

Make a referral to the IOW Multi-Agency
Hub (| ) using the

Inter-Agency Referral Form (IARF)

Use the Threshold Ghart
P referral

It reflects positive developments such as Hampton Trust’s language
move onto ‘pathways to change’ to make it less stigmatising, an
example of language that cares.

* oA E ottt At S
8

Importantly, the pathway includes dedicated advice on talking to
children about domestic abuse, ensuring practitioners are
supported to engage sensitively and effectively with young people
affected by these experiences.

Support for those affected by sudden death in young people
— now on the Isle of Wight

When a family loses a child or a young adult, the effects are devastating for all who knew and loved them. 4 ,' ‘l
2Zwish

The mission of 2wish is to ensure that all those affected by the sudden and unexpected death of a child or young adult aged
25 or under receive the bereavement support they need and deserve.

As of the 21°' July 2025 2wish are now accepting referrals for anyone affected by the sudden and unexpected death of a child or young person across
Hampshire and Isle of Wight.

2wish provide immediate and ongoing support to those affected, this includes parents, siblings, grandparents, extended family, friends, witnesses,
and professionals. They provide free confidential support, offering different services to support the individual.

How torefer:  Viathe website: Referral Form - 2 Wish
Via email: support@2wish.org.uk
Via phone: 01443 853125 and select option 1 to speak to a member of the support team
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4ALSAB Domestic Abuse Awareness Animation

The four Safeguarding Adults Boards of Hampshire, Southampton, Portsmouth, and Isle of
Wight [4LSAB] have collaborated to create a new Domestic Abuse Awareness Animation.

This short, impactful video was originally developed by Bromley Safeguarding Adults Board N A e N T
and has been co-produced with input from local services and individuals with lived
experience.
It has been adapted for use across this region to raise awareness of domestic abuse, help /
people recognise the signs, and encourage access to support. The animation reflects their 7

) ) ) L . QO
shared commitment to safeguarding adults and promoting safer communities. & L AMPSHIRE y £, \‘§ﬁ’?«9

1 B SAFEGUARDING  “7cI>0f Wight [
}SAB ADULTS BOARD Safeguarding AdullsgBoard PSAB

\./. ISLE OF WIGHT

Training and webinars focused on suicide prevention in the context of
g\ PARTNERSHIP BOARD

Domestic Abuse

These events are designed to support professionals working with victims/survivors and individuals who harm. They also offer practical tools for
suicide safety planning and trauma-informed practice.

9th December 2025 9th December 2025 10th December 2025 11th December 2025

09:30-13:30 15:30-17:00 09:30-13:00 19:30-21:00
In-Person Online In-Person Online
Suicide prevention in the Collaborative suicide -safety plan- Modular training (2-part) Recognising signs & starting the

context of domestic abuse ning Modular: suicide prevention in conversation

Suicide-safety planning with the context of domestic abuse Recognising domestic

victims/survivors & those abuse and suicidality:

who use harm Starting the conversation

DOMESTIC ABUSE LEARNING & DEVELOPMENT

N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N

An Introduction to Child and Adolescent to Parent Violence (CPV/APV)

An Introduction to Recognising and Responding to Perpetrators of Domestic Abuse
An Introduction to Economic Abuse Workshop

An Introduction to Stalking and Cyber Stalking

An Introduction to the Impact of Domestic Abuse on Children and Young People

An Introduction to Risk Assessment and the DASH Risk Indicator Checklist

An Introduction to the Homicide Timeline

Post Separation Abuse — Using the Courts and Child Contact Arrangements
Recognising and Responding to People of Diverse Ethnic and Cultural Backgrounds who are Victims/Survivors of Domestic Abuse
Recognising and Responding to Domestic Abuse in LGBTQ+ Relationships
Recognising and Responding to Male Victim-Survivors of Domestic Abuse
Recognising and Responding to Coercive Controlling Behaviour

Responding Well to Disclosures of Domestic Abuse

Domestic Abuse: Violence in pregnancy and the impact on baby brain development
Dragonfly Champion Domestic Abuse Awareness Workshop

COMING SOON... Domestic Abuse and Older People/Caring Responsibilities

Visit www.iowscp.org.uk/training for booking links, dates and more course information

For more information on Domestic Abuse for the children’s and adult’s workforce visit www.iow.gov.uk/keep-the-island-safe/domestic-abuse/

Professionals working with children can also visit www.iowscp.org.uk/domestic-abuse-for-practitioners
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Child Exploitation Safeguarding Practice Week 13th - 17th October

While safeguarding risks are often associated with the home and parenting capacity, children and young people can
also face significant risks outside the home — known as extra-familial harm. These risks include exposure to drugs,
gangs, youth violence and both sexual and criminal exploitation.

Throughout the practice week in October, key aspects of multi-agency practice in tackling child exploitation were
explored, with a focus on promoting effective, joined-up working and proactive information sharing across services.

Itis vital that professionals are able to effectively identify exploitation and work together proactively with other
agencies to safeguard children. Achieving this requires effective joined-up working and consistent, proactive,
sharing of information held by different services. The resources shared as part of the week remain available on the
partnership website. As a reminder:

Monday’s focus: Exploring what child exploitation is, the different types of extra-familial harm and how you can
support children affected or at risk.

Tuesday’s focus: The tools available when you are concerned about a child who is, or may be, at risk of child exploitation.

Wednesday’s focus: The importance of building professional knowledge and confidence through learning and development. A strong understand-
ing of child exploitation enables practitioners to identify risks early, respond appropriately, and provide meaningful support to children and families.

Thursday’s focus: Child trafficking and modern slavery are child abuse. Deepen your understanding of trafficking and modern slavery, and
familiarise yourself with the National Referral Mechanism (NRM) - the UK’s framework for identifying and supporting victims.

Friday’s focus: On our last and final day we encouraged you to explore the resources available in your local area and access
national materials to strengthen your safeguarding practice: Isle of Wight STOP Pack

NEW: Spotting the Signs of Child Exploitation poster for sharing with parents and carers

Developed by the Youth Justice Service, this poster can be used by any partner agency with parents and carers. It links to the
parent and carer exploitation toolkit, and is accessible from the professionals’ exploitation toolkit and IOWSCP website.

Keeping children safe online - Webinars and resources for parents and carers

Free online sessions for parents

Thames Valley Cyber Protect team are inviting parents and carers to join engaging and informative cyber security training presentations. These
sessions will share easy-to-implement tips for parents/carers regarding theirs and their family's online behaviours and internet-enabled device usage.

This session covers key topics, including:

— Emails and mobile phones: The art of spotting a scam - lots of hints and tips to share with your children around phishing and other scams.
— Social media safety: The risks around social engineering, disinformation, Al, privacy and hacked accounts.

— Gaming: Understand what the risks are to young people when gaming, particularly online, and discover ways to monitor and restrict usage.
— Password mastery and Two-Factor Authentication (2FA): Helping you and your family to secure your accounts following best practice.

Link to booking onto the sessions: Online Safety for Parents by Police - South East Cyber Crime Unit | Eventbrite —  Tues 9" Dec @ 10am
— Mon 15" Dec @ 8pm

° ®
internet
1) Internet
matters.org
Centre
www.saferinternet.org.uk
www.internetmatters.org/ www.saferinternet.org.uk/ www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
Support children’s online safety  Find online safety tips, advice and Explore one of the six Thinkuknow areas for advice about staying safe
resources to help children and young when you're on a phone, tablet or computer. It’s split into six
people stay safe online. Resources for: different categories:

e young people
e parents and carers
e teachers and professionals

e Parents/Carers
e Children’s Workforce

4 -7 yearsold
8-10yearsold
11-13yearsold
o 14+
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Local Authority Designated Officer (LADO) — One minute guide

’ . .
We’re pleased to :<;hare a.newly deve.loped One-Mlnutg Guide to Local Authority Designated Officer (LADO) - One minute guide A oot NS o,
the Local Authority Designated Officer (LADO) - a quick and Council o
practical resource to help colleagues understand when and The Locat Authority Designated Officersroles st ut in Working Together toSafeguard Childen. The LADO
how to engage with the LADO service. S S R e e
X 0 s .« w. = . s <Arrangs o condtuct sty fectindinghtsniesis it
LADO Service - 1 minute guide [PDF] : ; e - e e
The LA that life. * Make assumptions or offer alternative explanations.
The LADO oversees and manages allegations against adults who [Wmolexrwiovntiot Howto getintouch
. . . . The managing allegations process is relevant to anyone activity. This includes paid and unpai 2 - %mvl:l:ﬁa‘:;wh‘u;;z?:wcsw'm and LADO will
work with children, ensuring concerns are handled fairly, promptly, e g ke K : RS e T s
and in a way that safeguards children's welfare. "+ Forstaersogo s oucon i
1 p a written record of to ing, dates, times, place and name of people involved.
We’re also delighted to introduce Becky Paradise as the new Isle e e e e
. . . . . 4. Th i il ils with LADO (as within 24 hours)
of Wight Council’s Local Authority Designated Officer. 5 The 40O s desgnatenomin ST iR e ot
If you have concerns about someone working with children, or if s e e
you're unsure whether a situation meets the threshold, please e ) e el mem———l | asan(m)mn”“afas
don’t hesitate to reach out to the LADO at lado@iow.gov.uk e

NEW: Child Sexual Abuse prevention resource newsletter

Child sexual abuse remains one of the most serious safeguarding concerns, with devastating impacts on
children, families, and communities.

L X N NOXONORONONOX®) To support professionals in tackling this issue, the partnership team have created the
8 8 8 % % % % % %‘ % Child Sexual Abuse prevention resource newsletter which provides support for professionals,
AbAAALALAAL | M™VIME
—  practical tools for multi-agency working Tn—

1 5% of gils/ —  highlights awareness campaigns, includ-

young women ing those for parents/cares and the wider

community.

[ — advice on recognising and responding to
v concerns

—  the extensive FREE multi-agency training
offer /‘ , 8 victims come to the attention
50 of boys/ Ia of the authorities at the time
é young men Preventing child sexual abuse is not just

are estimated to experience some form about responding to harm, it’s also about
of sexual abuse before the age of 16 creating safer environments where abuse

is less likely to occur.

Isle of Wight
) Council
poutthe chikd

I . L Sa————————
s |

"N Council

Isle of Wight
Council

IOW Inter Agency Referral Form [IARF]

Isle of Wight Council
Inter-Agency Referral to Children’s Services

If you need to retain a copy of an Inter Agency Referral Form [IARF] for your records,
you can now use a Microsoft Word version of the IARF. s rtn

Complete the Word version to record your concerns and send the form to P i et
mash@iow.gov.uk e St O 5 Pt

processed b the sl of Wight Council using our public task lawul basis under
Artce 6 (1)) of the UK i

You can download the Word version from the IOWSCP Worried About A Child webpage ot

Confirm whether the details of this referral | Yes.

reforred?

N0, please explain why:
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Isle of Wight
Safeguarding
Children
Partnership

Learning and Development Programme ‘)“

The IOWSCP provides a free, multi-agency, learning and development programme for
professionals who work with children and families on the Isle of Wight. The programme is funded by the Partnership.

These multi-agency learning opportunities bring professionals together to develop knowledge and skills and are designed to complement single-
agency training. They include virtual events and courses, webinars, workshops and eLearning.

All organisations working with children and families are responsible for ensuring that their staff and volunteers are confident and competentin car-
rying out their responsibilities for safeguarding children. Staff should have access to appropriate development opportunities to ensure they have
the knowledge and skills to identify and respond to abuse and neglect.

Our learning and development programme is hosted on the Isle of Wight Council's Learning Hub. Click here to see further course

details course and book a place

An introduction to child sexual abuse

Child Sexual Abuse, Sexual Exploitation and Group Based Harm
Spotting the signs and indicators of child sexual abuse
Speaking to children about child sexual abuse

An introduction to Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)

Missing, Exploited and Trafficked Children (MET)
An Introduction to the Child Exploitation Risk Assessment Framework (CERAF)
Child Exploitation - As a health professional, what do YOU need to know?

Understanding, identifying and responding to neglect

Understanding cumulative harm and preventing the normalisation of neglect
An introduction to child-on-child abuse

An introduction to child abuse linked to faith or belief

An Introduction to honour-based abuse, forced marriage and dowry

An introduction to the impact of domestic abuse on children and young people

Domestic Abuse: Violence in pregnancy and impact on baby brain development
Recognising and responding to coercive controlling behaviour

Responding well to disclosures of domestic abuse

An Introduction to Recognising and Responding to Perpetrators of Domestic Abuse **New**
An Introduction to Economic Abuse Workshop **New**

An Introduction to Stalking and Cyber Stalking **New**

An Introduction to the Homicide Timeline **New**

Recognising and Responding to People of Diverse Ethnic and Cultural Backgrounds who are Victims/Survivors of Domestic Abuse
Recognising and Responding to Domestic Abuse in LGBTQ+ Relationships **New**
Recognising and Responding to Male Victim-Survivors of Domestic Abuse **New**

An introduction to a family approach

Unidentified adults

Unpacking Disguised Compliance - The Importance of Professional Curiosity
An introduction to having Honest Conversations

Fire Risk and Vulnerability - Adult and Children
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Safeguarding Children and Young People

Safeguarding adolescents in Hampshire and on the Isle of Wight

Contextual Safeguarding - Beyond the Family Dynamic

An Introduction to keeping children safe online

An introduction to children who go missing from home/care

Working together to safeguard children and young people - Level 3

Looked After Children and Care Leavers eLearning

Safeguarding Infants eLearning

Safeguarding disabled children (including children with a learning disability)

Reporting / Referrals / Processes

"Right Help, Right Time” - IOW Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) workshop for multi-agency professionals
Information sharing advice for safeguarding practitioners eLearning
Families who move across county borders

Other agency training
[visit our website to access these course]

DARE toolkit

Dragonfly Project

Targeted Early Help

Designated Safeguarding Lead [DSL] Training
Early Help Assessments and Information Sharing

Hidden Sentence Training

How Do I? training

Isle of Wight Council Training Courses

Managing Safeguarding Responsibilities (Non-education settings)

Multi-Agency Forensic CAMHS and Harmful Sexual Behaviours
Forum Workshop

PREVENT Duty - Learn how to support people vulnerable to
radicalisation

Reducing Parental Conflict
Suicide Prevention Training

staff to:

e Review the materials carefully
e Reflect on how they can be applied in practice

RADICALISATIO

Y AWARENESS SEMINAR

RECOGNISING EARLY WARNING SIGNS OF RADICALISATION

UNDERSTANDING ONLINE INFLUENCE

S

PROTECTING VULNERABLE INDIVIDUALS
R
DATE/TIME: TUE 3RD FEB, 10AM-1PM SOSTER

LOCATION: THE RIVERSIDE CENTRE, THE QUAY, .
NEWPORT, ISLE oF WIGHT, P030 20R {

GROUMOSWELL
PROJECT '

This newsletter is desighed to strengthen awareness, support practice, and ensure that staff across all
agencies are equipped with the right tools and guidance to safeguard children and young people.

Please share this newsletter and the resources within it with colleagues in your agency, and encourage

e Use them to support ongoing professional development and safeguarding awareness
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