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Safeguarding children who are victims of Domestic Abuse

The IOW Domestic Abuse Partnership Board and IOW Safeguarding Children Partnership (IOWSCP) are supporting multi-agency working to recognise and respond to domestic abuse.
Domestic abuse is: "Any incident of controlling, coercive, threatening behaviour, violence or abuse between those aged 16 or over who are, or have been, intimate partners or family members regardless of gender or sexuality”
Children who witness domestic abuse are recognised in law as victims. 
How children are affected by domestic abuse:
· Children can be directly involved in incidents of abuse, including attempting to intervene or protect a parent or sibling.
· Children can be affected by coercive and controlling behaviour within the home, including when one parent controls family life, relationships, social activities or access to support networks. Children may experience the impact of these behaviours directly, even when the abuse is primarily directed at another family member.
· Children may hear arguments, threats or incidents of abuse taking place within the home.
· Children may witness the abuse directly or see its aftermath, including injuries, damage to property or the emotional impact on family members.
Living in a home where domestic abuse occurs can have a significant impact on a child's emotional wellbeing, mental health, behaviour and development. The effects can continue into adulthood.
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	Around 1 in 4 people in England and Wales (aged 16 years and over) had experienced domestic abuse since the age of 16 years.1
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	Whilst domestic abuse can affect anyone, women are disproportionately affected, with 29.6% of women and 21.8% of men reporting having experienced domestic abuse since the age of 16 years.2

	
	1 in 5 children in the UK experience domestic abuse.3
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	49% of teenagers in intimate relationships aged between 13-17 in England and Wales experienced violent or controlling behaviour.4
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	Domestic abuse often begins or escalates during pregnancy. 1 in 3 pregnant women experience domestic abuse.5


3 For Baby’s Sake Trust 2025
4 Youth Endowment Fund
5 Refuge
1 Office of National Statistics - Domestic abuse in England and Wales overview: November 2025
2 The value of ONS domestic abuse statistics | National Statistical



DOMESTIC ABUSE REFERRAL PATHWAYS
The Domestic Abuse Referral Pathway provides clear steps for professionals to take when supporting victims and survivors of domestic abuse. 
There is also a Domestic Abuse Referral Pathway for Children and Young People.

DOMESTIC ABUSE LEARNING & DEVELOPMENT
· Children as victims in their own right: Understanding the impact of domestic abuse (including those with special educational needs and disabilities)
· Recognising and Responding to Child and Adolescent to Parent and Carer Abuse and Harm
· Recognising and responding to coercive controlling behaviour
· From concern to action: Responding to abusive or unhealthy behaviours in young people's intimate relationships
· Recognising and responding to domestic abuse in LGBTQ+ relationships
· Recognising and responding to male victim-survivors of domestic abuse
· Recognising and responding to people of diverse ethnic and cultural backgrounds who are victims/survivors of domestic abuse
· The Hidden Costs of Control: The Impact of Economic Abuse on Families
· An introduction to stalking
· An introduction to recognising and responding to perpetrators of domestic abuse
· Responding to disclosures of domestic abuse
· Domestic abuse: Understanding and assessing risk and supporting safety planning
· An introduction to the homicide timeline
· Recognising and responding to post separation abuse including using the courts and child contact arrangements
· Untangling the web: Power, control and counter-allegations in domestic abuse
· Information sharing learning (Clare’s Law and Sarah’s Law)
· Domestic abuse: Violence in pregnancy and impact on baby brain development
· Dragonfly Champion FREE Domestic Abuse Awareness Workshop

Courses are available FREE to professionals working with Isle of Wight children, families and vulnerable adults.

>>Visit www.iowscp.org.uk/training for more course information and booking links




HIPS SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN AS VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC ABUSE
This resource offers easy-to-understand and practical advice for professionals who work with adults and children. It's designed to help them handle situations where domestic violence and abuse are suspected or known.

NATIONAL CHILD SAFEGUARDING PRACTICE REVIEW PANEL CONSIDERING 
MULTI-AGENCY SAFEGUARDING AND DOMESTIC ABUSE
This paper sets out key findings from a thematic analysis of rapid reviews and local child safeguarding practice reviews where domestic abuse featured. It summarises the most common themes that emerged in relation to multi-agency safeguarding for children who are victims of domestic abuse and includes examples of practice and recommendations.


DOMESTIC ABUSE INFORMATION AND RESOURCES

· IOW Council - Domestic abuse information for professionals: A central resource hub providing information on the Domestic Abuse Act 2021, domestic abuse risk assessment and safety planning, local partnership arrangements, and access to specialist guidance and resources on a range of domestic abuse and safeguarding-related topics.
· Paragon: Provides Integrated Domestic Abuse Services for adults, children and families who have been subjected to domestic abuse. Services include refuge and safe accommodation, outreach support, recovery programmes, specialist support for children and young people, advocacy and legal assistance, and whole-family support.
· Hampton Trust: Provides Independent Sexual Violence Adviser (ISVA) services for people who have been subjected to sexual violence. ISVAs offer personalised emotional and practical support, including guidance through the criminal justice process, support to access counselling and other specialist services, and assistance in understanding available options and rights.
· Victim Care Hub: Provides support for victims of crime across Hampshire and the Isle of Wight, including victim-survivors of domestic abuse aged 16 and over. The service accepts self-referrals and referrals from partner agencies and offers support through a range of channels. Support can be accessed regardless of whether the abuse has been reported to the police.
· IOWSCP – Information for professionals: Domestic Abuse information, resources and links to organisations and Domestic Abuse Referral Pathway for both adults and children and young people.
· IOWSCP - Information for parents/carers: How domestic abuse affects children and young people as well as links to organisations that can provide help and support.
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