SOUTHERN INSHORE FISHERIES AND CONSERVATION AUTHORITY

MARINE AND COASTAL ACCESS ACT 2009’

BOTTOM TOWED FISHING GEAR BYELAW 2023

The Southern Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority, in exercise of the powers conferred by
section 155(1) of the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009, hereby makes the following byelaw for that
District.

COMMENCEMENT

(1) This Byelaw comes into force on the date on which it is confirmed by the Secretary of State.
INTERPRETATION

(2) Inthis byelaw:

a) all positions given by means of coordinate are defined on World Geodetic System 1984
Datum (WGS84); i

b) “the Authority" means the Southern Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority as
defined in Articles 2 and 4 of the Southern Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Order
2010%;

c) “pottom towed fishing gear” means any fishing gear which is capable of being pulled or

pushed along the seabed;

d) “the District" means the Southern Inshore Fisheries and Conservation District as defined in
Article 3 of the Southern Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Order 20102; and

e) “prohibited area” means the area enclosed by the co-ordinates listed in Schedule 1 under
each numbered area.

PROHIBITION

(3) A person must not, subject to paragraph (5), use bottom towed fishing gear within a prohibited
area.

(4) A person must not, subject to paragraph (5), use a vessel carrying bottom towed fishing gear
within a prohibited area unless all parts of that gear are inboard and above the sea.

DISPENSATIONS
(8) Paragraphs (3) and (4) do not apply to any person who has obtained a written dispensation
issued by the Authority, authorising an act which would otherwise constitute an offence against
this byelaw, for educational, scientific, stocking or breeding purposes.

(6) A dispensation issued under paragraph (5) will only be valid if:

a. The act being undertaken complies with the terms of the dispensation; and
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b. The dispensation is carried on board and produced for inspection when requested by
an Inshore Fisheries’and Conservation Officer of the Authority or any other person
authorised by the Authority to make such a request.

REVIEW

(7)  The Authority (or a sub-committee thereof authorised by the Authority to do so) will review the
suitability of the byelaw in accordance with any changes in available evidence, to include any
statutory advice provided by Natural England or other such bodies, organisations or persons as
the Authority deem fit and in line with the Bottom Towed Fishing Gear Byelaw 2023 Management
Intentions Document.

OFFENCES

(8) A person who contravenes this byelaw is guilty of an offence under section 163 of the Marine and
Coastal Access Act 2009.

REVOCATIONS

(9)  The byelaw with the title ‘Bottom Towed Fishing Gear Byelaw 2016’ made by the Authority, in
exercise of its powers under sections 155 and 156 of the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009,
confirmed on 17" November 2017, and in force immediately before the making of this byelaw is
revoked.

I hereby certify that the above byelaw was made by Southern Inshore Fisheries and Conservation
Authority at their meeting on 8™ June 2023.

Pia Bateman
Chief Executive Officer
Southern Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority

The Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs in exercise of the power conferred by
section 155(3) of the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009, confirms the Bottom Towed Fishing Gear
Byelaw 2023 made by the Southern IFCA on 8" June 2023.

ASenloerlI Servantfor and onbehalf of .t.ﬁénéécretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs

Date: 07-0Y} - 2S
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SOUTHERN INSHORE FISHERIES AND CONSERVATION AUTHORITY

EXPLANATORY NOTE

(this note is not part of the byelaw)

This byelaw prohibits the use of bottom towed fishing gear for the exploitation of sea fisheries
resources in areas of the Southern Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority District in order to
protect designated features and supporting habitats within Marine Conservation Zones (MCZs) and
within or adjacent to Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and Special Protection Areas (SPAs).

The byelaw also requires a person using a vessel carrying bottom towed fishing gear within a
prohibited area to have all parts of that gear inboard and above the sea.

Prohibited areas are defined as areas enclosed by the co-ordinates listed in Schedule 1 to the Byelaw
under each numbered area. Prohibited areas are also shown, for illustrative purposes only, on the
maps in Schedule 2.

An application may be made to the Authority for a written dispensation authorising an act which would
otherwise constitute an offence against the byelaw if that act is for educational, scientific, stocking or
breeding purposes and is undertaken in accordance with the terms of the dispensation.

The Southern Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority’s ‘Bottom Towed Fishing Gear Byelaw
2016’ is revoked by this byelaw.



