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Abbreviations and Glossary
BTFG: Bottom Towed Fishing Gear
•

A method of fishing that captures species by towing a net along the seabed.

Buffer Zone

•

In this document the proposed management areas have been developed with buffers
surrounding the features requiring protection. The calculated buffers were created
using a formula based on guidance from the Joint Nature Conservation Committee
(JNCC) and Natural England (NE). In shallow waters (less than 25m actual depth) the
buffer zone applied is four times the actual water depth plus 10 m (at mean high water
springs), and in deeper waters (more than 25m actual depth) the buffer zone applied
is three times actual depth plus 10m (at mean high water springs). The additional 10m
is to compensate for GPS inaccuracies.
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Conservation Advice
•

Natural England provides an information package on Marine Protected Areas up to
12 nautical miles from the coast. The information must be applied to Habitat
Regulation Assessments, along with any response to activities that may cause
disturbance to protected areas and when considering new management measures.

Conservation Objective
•

Natural England advises on the conservation priorities of European sites to ensure
site integrity is maintained or restored.

EMS: European Marine Site
•

Areas of marine environment with designated protection under European legislation.

IFCA: Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority
•

Southern IFCA will lead, champion, and manage a sustainable marine environment
and inshore fisheries through balancing the social, environmental, and economic
benefits to ensure healthy seas, sustainable fisheries and a viable industry.

MaCAA: Marine and Coastal Access Act (2009)
•

The act makes provision in relation to marine functions and activities.

MPA: Marine Protected Area
•
•

Protected areas of marine environments.
There are several types of MPA including:

MCZ: Marine Conservation Zone
o

Protect nationally important rare and/ or threatened species and habitats. 27 zones
were designated in November 2013. 23 zones were designated in January 2016. 41
sites and 12 additional sites were designated in May 2019. Each MCZ is established
under section 116(1) of MaCAA.

SAC Special Area of Conservation
o Designated areas that protect habitats and species under the European Habitats
Directive.
SPA: Special Protection Area
o

Designated areas on land or at sea that protected vulnerable bird species under the
Birds Directive (2009/147/EC).

SSSI: Site of Special Scientific Interest
o

Area of conservation designated due to rare species or important geological and
physiological features under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).

NEMDB: Natural England Magic Database
•

Provides geographic information on the natural environments from across the
government organizations.

T3: Tranche 3
•

DEFRA announced the 3rd designation of marine conservation zones on 31st May
2019.
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1. Introduction
Southern Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority (IFCA) is responsible for the
management of fishing activities in the coastal waters of Dorset, Hampshire, and the Isle of
Wight. These waters contain highly biodiverse and ecologically rich habitats, providing a range
of valuable nursery and refuge areas for a variety of fish and shellfish species as well as
providing important ecosystem services. The value of these habitats and species is recognised
through a range of Marine Protected Area (MPA) designations, collectively contributing to the
UK’s MPA network.
Bottom towed fishing gears, or mobile demersal gears such as otter trawls or shellfish
dredges, have been used by fishers for generations in the coastal waters of Dorset,
Hampshire, and the Isle of Wight.
In certain areas these techniques have the potential to impact or adversely affect sensitive
seabed habitats. It is important to take the opportunity to consider how management of these
activities can be improved, to support a healthy marine environment and sustainable fisheries,
promoting positive economic and social benefits for coastal communities. This consultation
considers amendments to the Southern IFCA Bottom Towed Fishing Gear Byelaw1
(introduced in 2016) based on updated evidence, including Conservation Advice provided by
Natural England. New management is necessary to achieve Southern IFCA’s duties following
the designation of additional MCZs in the District; and to ensure habitats and species in other
MPAs are protected according to the most up to date evidence. In addition, this consultation
considers new management to protect well-understood sensitive habitats and species that are
found outside of MPAs.

1.1 Southern IFCA’s Duties
Southern IFCA has a duty to manage fisheries within Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) ensuring
that the designated features are not damaged, disturbed or deteriorated in response to fishing
activities, and that Conservation Objectives of the sites are furthered. These duties are set out
in the Marine and Coastal Access Act and the Conservation of Habitats and Species
(Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019.
Under sections (28G) and (28I) of the Wildlife and Countryside Act, 1981, IFCAs are required
to have consideration of any SSSI with marine components giving protection to species and
habitats of national importance when performing its duties.
The Authority has a duty to manage Marine Conservation Zones (MCZs) under Section 154
of the Marine and Coastal Access Act (MaCAA), 20092.
Under Section 153 of MaCAA Southern IFCA must manage the exploitation of sea fisheries
resources in the district. In doing so, the Authority must:
(a) Seek to ensure that the exploitation of sea fisheries resources is carried out in a sustainable
way.
(b) Seek to balance the social and economic benefits of exploiting the sea fisheries resources of
the district with the need to protect the marine environment from, or to promote it recovery from,
the effects of such exploitation.
(c) Take any other steps which in the authority's opinion are necessary or expedient for the purpose
of contributing to the achievement of sustainable development.

1
2

https://secure.toolkitfiles.co.uk/clients/25364/sitedata/Redesign/Byelaws/Bottom-Towed-Fishing-Gear.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2009/23/section/153
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(d) Seek to balance the different needs of persons engaged in the exploitation of sea fisheries
resources in the district.

1.2 Existing BTFG Management
A well-developed range of measures already exist for the management of bottom towed fishing
gears in the Southern IFC District. These measures, as summarised in Table 1, include a
network of bottom towed fishing gear closure areas comprising more than 25% of the District’s
waters. In addition, vessels greater than twelve metres in length are prohibited from fishing
within the District.
Table 1: Existing measures for the management of bottom towed fishing gears in
the Southern IFC District.
Measure
Bottom Towed
Fishing
Gear
Byelaw 2016
Vessels Used in
Fishing Byelaw

Description
This byelaw prohibits the use of bottom towed fishing gear in areas of
the Southern IFC District in order to protect habitats and species within
MPAs.
Under this byelaw no person may use a vessel greater than 12m overall
length when fishing for or taking sea fish. Exemptions do apply to this
byelaw.
Poole Harbour The purpose of this byelaw is to manage the gathering of shellfish
Dredge Permit through the use of dredges within Poole Harbour. The byelaw prohibits
Byelaw
the use, retention on board, storage, or transportation of dredges within
Poole Harbour by or on any vessel, except in accordance with a permit
issued by the Authority. The byelaw and permit conditions implement
seasonal and daily access, closed areas and gear restrictions aimed at
promoting the sustainability of the fishery and protecting sensitive
habitats.
Solent Dredge The purpose of this byelaw is to manage the harvesting of bivalves via
Permit Byelaw
dredge within Bivalve Management Areas within the Solent. The byelaw
prohibits the use of a dredge within Bivalve Management Areas by
means of a vessel, except in accordance with a permit issued by the
Authority. The byelaw and permit conditions implement gear restrictions
along with seasonal and daily access. The byelaw promotes the
sustainability of the fisheries and protects sensitive habitats.

1.3 Review Drivers
1.3.1 Updates to the Marine Protected Area network
On the 31st of May 2019, the Government announced a third tranche (T3) of MCZ designations,
with 41 new sites in waters around England, bringing the total number to 91. This included 6
new sites within the Southern IFC District, and a further 12 new features being added to
existing MCZs (Table 2).
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Table 2: Updates made to the Marine Protected Area Network in the Southern IFC
District.
T3 MCZs
Bembridge
Yarmouth to Cowes
Southbourne Rough
Studland Bay
Purbeck Coast
South of Portland

MCZs with Additional Features
Chesil Beach and Stennis Ledges
Poole Rocks

In line with Southern IFCA’s duties (Section 1.1), the Authority must undertake an assessment3
of the potential impacts of fishing activities on designated features, to ensure that these
activities are compatible with the site’s Conservation Objectives. These assessments consider
the nature of the gear type, scale of fishing activity, overlap between the extent of the feature
and fishing and, the vulnerabilities of the features. The Authority must consult with Natural
England, the Government’s statutory nature conservation advisors, on the outcomes of these
assessments.
The outcomes of the MCZ Assessments have indicated that additional measures are
necessary for the management of bottom towed fishing gears to ensure the Conservation
Objectives for those MCZs listed in Table 3 can be met.
Table 3: MCZ and features in the Southern IFC District that require additional
bottom towed fishing gear management.
Marine Conservation Zone
Feature(s)
Chesil Beach and Stennis High energy circalittoral rock
Ledges
South of Portland
High energy circalittoral rock
Moderate energy circalittoral rock
Purbeck Coast
Maerl beds
Studland Bay
Seagrass beds
Southbourne Rough
Nesting black seabream
Yarmouth to Cowes
Bouldnor Cliff geological feature
High energy circalittoral rock
Moderate energy circalittoral rock
High energy infralittoral rock
Moderate energy infralittoral rock
Subtidal chalk and peat and clay exposures
Bembridge
Seagrass beds
Subtidal mud
Sea-pens and burrowing megafauna

1.3.2 Review of Existing Spatial Management
Existing management is informed by best-available evidence. In some areas this evidence,
particularly in relation to MPA feature condition and extent, has been updated and improved
since 2016. To ensure that the existing management measures are appropriate, additional
MPA assessments have been undertaken. In particular, the assessments consider reef and
3

Within a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) or a Special Protection Area (SPA) a Habitats Regulations
Assessment is undertaken, within a Marine Conservation Zone (MCZ) a MCZ Assessment is undertaken.

7

seagrass features against an improved evidence base. As a result of the updated evidence
base, the assessments indicate that changes are required for the management of bottom
towed fishing gears in relation to the features listed in Table 4.
Table 4: Updated MPA evidence base requiring management updates.
Site(s)
Feature and/or driver
Lyme Bay and Torbay SAC Updated data for the location/presence of reef features, in
particular circalittoral or infralittoral rock
Chesil Beach and Stennis Updated data for the location/presence of the following
Ledges MCZ
features:
Pink Sea-Fan (Eunicella verrucosa); High energy circalittoral
rock; High energy infralittoral rock
South Wight SAC
Updated data for the presence/extent of reef features, in
particular circalittoral rock
Solent Maritime SAC; Updated data for the presence/extent of seagrass beds
Poole
Harbour
SPA;
Portsmouth Harbour SPA;
Solent and Southampton
Water SPA; Chichester
and Langstone Harbour
SPAs
The Needles MCZ
Updated data for the location/presence of the following
features:
Seagrass beds; High Energy Infralittoral Rock
Moderate Energy Infralittoral Rock
Moderate Energy Circalittoral Rock
Poole Harbour SSSI
In 2018 the Poole Harbour SSSI was extended to include
areas of Subtidal including deep water channels and their
associated subtidal habitats. In particular this includes
species-rich communities dominated by beds of the tube worm
Sabella pavonina: such extensive beds represent a habitat not
so well developed elsewhere. Mapping undertaken by
Southern IFCA in 2015 in collaboration with NE has identified
several areas in the channels in Poole where dense beds of
S. pavonine have been identified. Having undertaken a SSSI
assessment, and consistent with the Southern IFCA/Natural
England SSSI management statement, areas covering key
parts of the channel have been included in proposed spatial
closures.

1.3.3 Protection of Sensitive Habitats outside MPAs
Under the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009, Southern IFCA has duties (Section 1.1.) to
‘Seek to balance the social and economic benefits of exploiting the sea fisheries resources
of the District with the need to protect the marine environment from, or to promote it recovery
from, the effects of such exploitation’.
Within the District and outside of existing MPA designations, Natural England’s updated
evidence base identifies areas of sensitive habitats, such as seagrass beds.
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Therefore, in order to fulfil Southern IFCAs duties, as described above, these areas have
been considered for protection within this review. These areas are described in Table 5.
Table 5: Sensitive habitats outside MPAs considered for protection within the
bottom towed fishing gear review.
Habitats
Seagrass Beds

Feature and/or driver
Seagrass beds provide biodiversity benefits to the marine
environment as a valuable habitat for juvenile fish and shellfish
species. The habitat also provides important ecosystem
services stabilising sediment, protecting coastlines, improving
water quality, and providing carbon storage.
In considering its duty to seek to balance the social and
economic benefits of exploiting the sea fisheries resources of
the district with the need to protect the marine environment
from, or promote its recovery from, the effects of such
exploitation the Authority believes that there is value in
protecting those seagrass beds in the District that fall outside
of MPAs from the effects of bottom towed fishing gear. This
includes seagrass beds in the Weymouth and Portland area,
as well as North-East sections of the Isle of Wight.
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2 Proposed Management Measures
The proposed management measures introduce new and adjusted spatial closures for
bottom towed fishing gear in the District through an updated version of the Bottom Towed
Fishing Gear Byelaw, 2016. These spatial closures are driven by the introduction of new
MCZs, an updated evidence base and the protection of additional sensitive habitats.
Under this byelaw:
•

A person must not use bottom towed fishing gear within a prohibited area.

•

A person must not use a vessel carrying bottom towed fishing gear while transiting
through a prohibited area unless all parts of that gear are inboard and above the sea.

Figures 1 and 2 display an overview of the current management and proposed changes to the
bottom towed fishing gear closure areas (prohibited areas).
More detailed site maps and corresponding rationale for the proposed changes can be found
in Annex I. The proposed management areas have been developed with ‘buffer zones’
surrounding the protected features.

Figure 1: Proposed BTFG closures in East of Southern IFC District.

Figure 2: Proposed BTFG closures in West of Southern IFC District.

3 The Consultation
This document seeks your views on draft proposals for the management of bottom towed
fishing gears in the Southern IFC District, outlined in Section 2. This is also an opportunity for
interested parties to submit relevant, additional evidence to support decision-making.
A series of questions have been identified in Section 3 to guide you through your response. It
is important that where possible, you provide evidence to support your answers. Please
respond to these questions by 1st August 2022.
We would welcome participants to contact us with questions and enquiries related to this
consultation and, where relevant, we would be pleased to engage with groups or associations.
Please contact us at:
enquiries@southern-ifca.gov.uk
telephone: 01202 721373.
Thank you in advance for taking the time to consider and respond to this consultation.
You can respond in writing by email to:
enquiries@southern-ifca.gov.uk
Or by post to:
Southern IFCA, Unit 3A Holes Bay Business Park, Sterte Avenue West,
Poole, BH15 2AA.
Or by following the link to the form below:
https://forms.gle/PDtxz3fuUaAYN8maA
Your responses will be treated in line with Data Protection guidelines, as detailed on the
Southern IFCA website [https://www.southern-ifca.gov.uk/privacy-access-to-information].

3.1 Questions
These questions are available in an editable document under the Bottom Towed Fishing
Gear Consultation section on the website and the form linked above.

Name:

Contact details:

Interest:

If applicable, what is the name of your organisation and your role?

Would you like your response to be confidential?

Table 6 Areas with proposed changes in closure areas
Area Number
1
3
9
11
12
17
18
21
22
23
25
26
27
28
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
40
41
42
43
44

Area Name
Chichester Harbour
Langstone Harbour
Portsmouth Harbour
Portsmouth Harbour
The Chilling
Stanswood Bay
Beaulieu
Yarmouth
Yarmouth to Cowes
The Medina
Ryde
Seaview
South Wight
Southbourne Rough
Poole Harbour
Poole Harbour
Poole Harbour
Poole Harbour
Poole Harbour
Studland Bay
Purbeck Coast
Weymouth Bay
Portland
Stennis Ledges
Chesil Beach
Lyme Bay
Portland Harbour
South of Portland

Please refer to maps of proposed management areas displayed in annex I and table 5.

Question 1: Do you agree with the changes in proposed bottom towed fishing gear closure
areas for the Southern IFC District? Please provide an explanation and refer to the specific
area as described in Table 5.

Question 2: Do the proposed bottom towed fishing gear closure areas suitably align with
the sensitive habitats identified? If no, please provide any additional evidence that you may
have, referring to the specific area as described in Table 5.
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Question 3: Are there any additional areas that you feel should be closed to bottom towed
fishing gears? If yes, please describe the location of these areas and provide a rationale.

Question 4: What are the anticipated costs or benefits to you as a result of the proposed
measures? Where possible, please provide financial estimates specific to areas.

Question 5: Are there any further comments you would like to make?

4 Next Steps
A ‘Summary of Responses’ for this consultation will be published on the Southern IFCA
website. All received responses will be considered by the Authority ahead of the development
of any future bottom towed fishing gear management for the district.
There may be need for further engagement as draft measures develop though informal
consultation. Should the Authority choose to make a byelaw it will be advertised in local
publications and on the Authority website. The byelaw will then be subjected to a 28-day
statutory consultation, during which the community will have the opportunity to formally
respond. The Authority will in turn reply to each of these responses before deciding whether
to seek Secretary of State confirmation. The byelaw will only become active once it has been
confirmed by the Secretary of State
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Annex I: detailed maps of proposed closure areas and corresponding rationale
Map 1. Chichester Harbour: Intertidal Seagrass surrounded by 29.6m buffer. Table 7 Rationale Number 9, 11 & 12.

Map 2. Langstone Harbour: Intertidal seagrass surrounded by 29.2m buffer. Table 7 Rationale Number 9, 11 & 12.
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Map 3. Portsmouth Harbour: Intertidal seagrass surrounded by 28.8m buffer. Table 7 Rationale Number 9, 10 & 11.
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Map 4. Southampton Water Entrance: Intertidal seagrass surrounded by 26m buffer. Table 7 Rationale Number 9 & 11.

19

Map 5. Beaulieu: Intertidal/Subtidal seagrass surrounded by 44.8m buffer. Table 7 Rationale Number 9 & 11.

20

Map 6. Yarmouth Harbour: Intertidal/Subtidal seagrass surrounded by 42.4m buffer. Table 7 Rationale Number 8, 9 & 11.

21

Map 7. Yarmouth to Cowes: surrounded by buffers from 22.4 - 82.4m, depth dependent. Table 7 Rationale Number 8, 9 & 11.

22

Map 8. Northeast Isle of Wight: Intertidal/subtidal seagrass; Medina: surrounded by 34.8m buffer. Osbourne Bay: surrounded by 30.8m
buffer. Ryde: surrounded by 28m buffer. Table 7 Rationale Number 9 & 11.
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Map 9. East Isle of Wight: Seaview seagrass Non MPA: surrounded by 28.8m buffer. South Wight: Intertidal and circalittoral rock
surrounded by depth dependent buffers of 22.4-85.6m. Table 7 Rationale Number 2, 11 & 14.
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Map 10. South Isle of Wight: Intertidal and circalittoral rock surrounded by depth dependent buffers of 22.4-85.6m. Table 7 Rationale
Number 2 & 15.

25

Map 11. Poole & Studland Bay: Poole Rocks and Southbourne Rough MCZs. Studland Bay: Intertidal/subtidal seagrass surrounded by
a 38m buffer. Table 7 Rationale Number 6 & 7.

26

Map 12. Poole Harbour: Intertidal seagrass surrounded by a 27m buffer; Sabella pavonina (no buffer). Table 7 Rationale Number 13 &
16.

27

Map 13. Purbeck Coast: Maerl beds with depth dependent buffers of 38-98m. Table 7 Rationale Number 5.

28

Map 14. South of Portland: Studland to Portland reef surrounded by buffer of 106m. Area 40 Stennis Ledges: Circalittoral rock
surrounded by buffer of 58m. Area 44 Portland: Circalittoral rock surrounded by buffer of 130m. Table 7 Rationale Number 3,4 & 5.
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Map 15. Weymouth & Portland Harbour: Area 37 Weymouth Bay: Non MPA seagrass beds surrounded by 58m buffer. Area 43
Portland Harbour: seagrass surrounded by 58m buffer. Table 7 Rationale Number 17.

30

Map 16. Chesil Beach: Area 38 Portland: Circalittoral rock surrounded by 98.4m buffer. Area 40 Stennis ledges: Circalittoral rock
surrounded by 98.4mm buffer. Area 41 Chesil Beach: Circalittoral rock surrounded by 98.4m buffer. Area 42 Lyme Bay: Pink Sea-Fans
(no buffer). Table 7 Rationale Number 1 and 3.

31

Map 17. Lyme Bay: Reef surrounded by 118m buffer and area within MPA containing sediment with sensitive species. Table 7
Rationale Number 1.
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Rationale for proposed measures
Table 7: Rationale for the inclusion of features in the bottom towed fishing gear MPA restriction review.
Rationale
Number

Site Name

Feature(s)
/ Habitat(s)

Natural
England
Conservation
Objective(s)

Rationale for
Amendment(
s)

Assessment
ID

Relevant
maps

Details

1

Lyme Bay
and
Torbay
SAC

Reefs

Maintain
Restore

Feature
data
updated.

SIFCA/HRA_
PP/BTFGBye
law2020R

Map 17
Area 42

2

South
Wight
Maritime
SAC

Reefs

Maintain

Feature
data
updated.

SIFCA/HRA_
PP/BTFGBye
law2020R

Map 9 &
10Area 27

3

Chesil
Beach
and
Stennis

High
Energy
Circalittor
al Rock

Recover

Feature
added
during T3
process.

MCZ/01/004
MCZ/01/005

Map 14
& 16
Area 40
& 41

The reef data provided in Natural England’s Marine Evidence base
has been updated since the BTFG byelaw was introduced in 2016.
The assessment of BTFG activity for reefs throughout the SACs in
the Southern IFC District found that as it is currently managed BTFG
activities pose a significant risk to reef habitats. This is based upon
the following: sightings data indicates that BTFG activities occur
throughout the District including in Lyme Bay and South of the Isle
of Wight. Updated data shows that there is potential that reefs may
not be protected by current management. Scientific literature
indicates that reef habitats are sensitive to BTFG which can lead to
damage and mortality of associated communities, immediate
removal of biogenic reef features and damage to the structure of
boulder and cobble reefs through abrasion and penetration as well
as through increased turbidity, smothering and physical disturbance.
The recovery time of reefs can vary depending upon the species and
location but in most cases are likely to take years to decades. As
such, draft closed areas have been proposed covering the areas of
unprotected reefs found within designated sites in the District.
The rock and pink sea-fan data provided in Natural England’s Marine
Evidence base has been updated since the BTFG byelaw was
introduced in 2016. The assessment of BTFG activity for rock
habitats in the Chesil Beach and Stennis Ledge MCZ found that as
it is currently managed BTFG activities pose a significant risk to rock

or

4

Ledges
MCZ

Pink seafan
(Eunicella
verrucosa
)

Recover

South of
Portland
MCZ

High
Energy
Circalittor
al Rock,
Moderate
Energy
Circalittor
al Rock

Recover

Data
updated to
show
greater
feature
extent.

Tranche
MCZ

3

MCZ/09/001

34

Map 14
Area 38
& 44

habitats and pink sea-fans. This is based upon the following: IFCO
knowledge indicates that trawling and shellfish dredging occurs
within the site over subtidal sediments which border the subtidal rock
feature, at a low intensity and sightings data shows historic BTFG
sightings in permanently closed areas over rock habitats.
Additionally, more recent trawling and dredging sightings data is
available in the north of the site. Scientific literature demonstrated
that BTFG at any intensity can lead to the direct removal, damage
and mortality of non-target species found to make up part of the
component communities of the feature. In addition, sensitivity of
these rock habitats to pressures associated with trawls is medium to
high and recovery of rocky reef habitats and species can take
between 3 and 20 years.
As a result, existing closed areas have been extended to provide
protection for rock habitats and pink sea-fan within the site.
South of Portland MCZ was newly designated in May 2019. The
assessment of BTFG activity for this site found that as it is currently
managed BTFG is likely to pose a significant risk to high and
moderate energy circalittoral rock. This is based upon the following:
IFCO knowledge indicates that bottom towed fishing occurs in the
bays either side of and historically within close proximity to the site
and sightings data shows historical activity east and west of the site.
Furthermore, scientific literature demonstrates that BTFG can lead
to the direct removal, damage and mortality of the associated
species and communities found on rock habitats and can drag
boulders and biogenic structures. The sensitivity of rock habitats to
pressures associated with trawls is medium to high and species can
take 3 to 20 years to recover.
As such, draft closed areas have been proposed covering the areas
of High Energy Circalittoral Rock and Moderate Energy Circalittoral
Rock found within the site.

5

Purbeck
Coast
MCZ

Maerl
beds

Recover

Tranche
MCZ

3

MCZ/08/001

Map 13
Area 36

6

Studland
Bay MCZ

Seagrass
beds

Recover

Tranche
MCZ

3

MCZ/07/001

Map 11
Area 35

35

Purbeck Coast MCZ was newly designated in May 2019. The
assessment of BTFG activity for this site found that as it is currently
managed BTFG is likely to pose a significant risk to Maerl beds. This
is based upon the following: IFCO knowledge indicates BTFG
activity occurs in the site at a low level and sightings of trawling have
been made over and near the maerl beds. A review of scientific
literature demonstrated that BTFG at any intensity can lead to the
damage, removal, burial, and crushing of maerl thalli although there
is a lack of studies covering light otter trawling over maerl beds. In
addition, sensitivity of maerl beds to pressures associated with
BTFG is high. Recovery of maerl beds is predicted to be in excess
of 100s of years.
As a result, draft closed areas have been proposed covering the
areas of maerl beds in the northeast of the site.
Studland Bay MCZ was newly designated in May 2019. The
assessment of BTFG activity for this site found that as it is currently
managed BTFG is likely to pose a significant risk to seagrass beds
within the site. This is based upon the following: IFCO knowledge
indicates that BTFG activities do not occur within the site but do
occur in proximity. In additions scientific literature demonstrated that
BTFG can lead to the direct removal or mortality of seagrass and the
creation of furrows and mixing of sediment layers. Sensitivity of
seagrass habitats to pressures associated with BTFG at all
intensities is high and recovery of seagrass habitats is predicted to
be 10+ years. The areas of sand surrounding seagrass beds are
considered to be supporting habitat into whish seagrass may extend
over time.
As a result, a draft closed area has been proposed covering areas
of seagrass and supporting habitat. In addition, a seagrass bed
surrounding the Training Bank outside the site has also been
included for consideration, the rationale for this has been included at
the end of this table, rationale number 17.
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Southbourne rough MCZ as newly designated in May 2019. The
assessment of BTFG activity for this site found as it is currently
managed BTFG activities pose a significant risk to the Black
Seabream designated feature. This is based upon the following:
sediment habitats support nesting black seabream and scientific
literature found that BTFG can cause significant physical
disturbance, abrasion, and penetration of sediment habitats. This
could lead to the destruction of bream nest sites as well as the direct
removal and mortality of black bream & eggs.
Therefore, in lieu of precise data indicating the location of nesting
sites in the site, inclusion of the full MCZ site into the BTFG closed
area network has been proposed.
Yarmouth to Cowes MCZ was newly designated in May 2019. The
assessment of BTFG activity for this site found as it is currently
managed BTFG activities pose a significant risk to moderate energy
circalittoral rock; high energy circalittoral rock; moderate energy
infralittoral rock; high energy infralittoral rock, chalk, peat, and clay
exposures and Bouldnor Cliff geological feature within the site. This
is based upon the following: IFCO knowledge indicates that BTFG
occurs over subtidal sediment bordering the subtidal rock features
within the site, at a low intensity and scientific literature demonstrated
that BTFG at any intensity can lead to the direct removal, damage,
and mortality of non-target species on rock habitats. In addition,
sensitivity of these rock habitats to pressures associated with BTFG
is medium to high and the recovery time of rocky reef habitats is 8+
years. Furthermore chalk, peat, and clay and the Bouldnor cliff
geological feature were created thousands of years ago and
therefore cannot be replaced if they were to be abraded/ penetrated
or changed by fishing gear.
As a result, two closed areas have been proposed which protect
these habitats and features.
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The seagrass data provided in Natural England’s Marine Evidence
base has been updated since the BTFG byelaw was introduced in
2016. The assessment of BTFG activity for seagrass throughout
the SAC and SPAs in the Southern IFC District found that as it is
currently managed BTFG activities pose a significant risk to
seagrass beds. This is based upon the following: sightings data
indicates that bottom towed fishing gear activities occur throughout
the District but are particularly concentrated in the Solent and Poole
Harbour where most seagrass habitats are located. More accurate
and updated data has shown that newly surveyed beds and parts
of seagrass beds are not protected. Scientific literature indicates
that seagrass habitats are highly sensitive to BTFG which can lead
to the immediate removal of the feature through abrasion and
penetration and has a significant effect to the communities
associated with seagrass and the sediment character; through
increased turbidity, smothering and physical disturbance. In
addition, the recovery time of seagrass beds is likely to be 10 years
for beds affected by intensive BTFG activity.
As a result, where data shows a greater or amended footprint of
existing seagrass beds, draft proposed amendments have been
made to the existing BTFG closed areas.

Bembridge MCZ was newly designated in 2019. The assessment of
BTFG activity within the site has found that as it is currently managed
BTFG activities pose a significant risk to seagrass beds, subtidal
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mud and sea-pens and burrowing megafauna. This is based upon
the following: IFCO knowledge indicates that BTFG occurs inside
and close to the MCZ boundary and sightings of BTFG have been
made in and outside the site. Scientific literature demonstrated that
BTFG at any intensity can lead to the direct removal mortality of nontarget species, particularly seagrass and sea-pens. In addition,
sensitivity of seagrass habitats and sea pens to pressures
associated with BTFG at all intensities is high and seagrass habitat
recovery time is estimated to be 10 years.
As a result, BTFG closed areas are proposed over seagrass beds
and subtidal muds.
The seagrass data provided in Natural England’s Marine Evidence
base has been updated since the BTFG byelaw was introduced in
2016. The assessment of BTFG activity for seagrass and rock
features in the needles MCZ found that as it is currently managed
BTFG activities pose a significant risk to seagrass beds and rock.
This is based upon the following: IFCO knowledge indicates that
BTFG occurs over subtidal sediment on the site perimeter at a very
low intensity and sightings data shows historic trawling both in the
north of the site, and outside the site in the Solent. Scientific literature
demonstrated that BTFG at any intensity can lead to the direct
removal, damage, and mortality of seagrass beds and the direct
removal, damage and mortality of the associate’s species and
communities found on rock habitats. Sensitivity of seagrass and rock
habitats to pressures associated with BTFG is medium to high and
recovery time may be as long as 10 years for seagrass and 3 to 20
years for rock.
As a result, a closed area is proposed within the Needles MCZ to
protect these habitats. Due to the overlap with the South Wight SAC,
this closure has been drafted as an extension of this existing closure.
Within Poole Harbour there are several areas where the peacock
worm Sabella pavonina has been observed. These areas include the

South Deep channel, the Blood Alley channel, and the sub-tidal
channel to the north of Brownsea Island.
With the extension of the Poole Harbour SSSI below mean low water
along with a clearer understanding of the location of Sabella
pavonina beds and their associated important sponge communities
including Suberites massa; the advice from Natural England is that
no bottom towed fishing gear is allowed to operate in areas where
Sabella pavonina is known to be located.
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The proposed closure areas 32-34 are based on surveys identifying
areas of dense Sabella pavonina and typically follow the shape of
the channel.
Seagrass beds provide biodiversity benefits to the marine
environment as a valuable habitat for juvenile fish and shellfish
species. The habitat also provides important ecosystem services
stabilising sediment, protecting coastlines, improving water quality,
and providing carbon storage.
Work undertaken in MPA assessments demonstrates the sensitivity
of the habitat to BTFG. Areas in Weymouth Bay, Portland Harbour,
and just outside the Studland Bay MCZ, have seagrass mapped, but
are not designated within MPAs.
As part of the consideration of Southern IFCAs wider duties under
section 153 of MaCAA these areas have been proposed for
protection from BTFG activities.

