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1	INT	TV STUDIO	
We open with a talk show host introducing their special guest, Dr John Southy – 40s,  Doctor of Philosophy, confident and authoritative, author of a book that is the reason he is on a promotional tour – we focus on his face as the talk show host describes the special guest.
	TALK SHOW HOST (VOICE)
Our special guest is John Southy, Doctor of Philosophy, author of the book that everyone is talking about – ‘100 Years To Save Humanity’.  Dr Southy has provoked equal amounts of praise and criticism for his forthright views on what has gone wrong with us and the solution to our problems.  No amount of summarising from me is going to do justice to the book, so why not let Dr Southy tell us in his own words where we are going wrong and how we can save ourselves? Dr Southy....
JOHN SOUTHY
Thank you and to everyone here today, both here in the studio and out there.  I never get tired of speaking on this, my favourite subject – how to save humanity from itself!  Ask yourself a question:  Are you happy with the world and humans’ place within it?  Ask yourself another: Are we as good as we can be?  If you think yes to both these questions, you might as well switch channels because you will not get anything from what I am about to say.

TALK SHOW HOST
Dr Southy was only joking.  Please stay with us.
JOHN SOUTHY
Sorry, i forgot about your sponsors.  The world didn’t get the way it is because of the world’s leaders, be they American, Chinese or Russian.  If you thought monogamy, parenthood, a mortgage, singing the national anthem, voting for congress, believing in a higher being was all ok, then you have just explained why the world is in such a mess!  These six myths have encouraged millions of well- meaning people to live out their lives in a blinkered way because the one thing that nobody asked is, what happens if millions all do what I do?   
TALK SHOW HOST
[Interjecting] You mean we are all to blame for society’s ills?

JOHN SOUTHY
Yes, if you wish to be judgemental, but I like the Japanese approach – fix the problem, not the blame.  If everyone has children, we end up with an excess of demand over supply, the market rationalises this with higher prices which create few winners and many losers – to be blunt – a few greedy bastards make a killing out of the needs of others.


TALK SHOW HOST
We apologise to our viewers and sponsors for Dr Southy’s profanity

JOHN SOUTHY
Of course, I’m sorry if people are offended, but many people are offended by the inequality that exists on our planet with wine lakes and butter mountains in one hemisphere while in another part of the world people are dying through the lack of clean drinking water.  It doesn’t have to be this way.  Any society that does not have a credible policy on birth control and a humane policy on euthanasia is not an intelligent society. [the studio audience reacts with a mixture of applause and jeers]

[We look from the stage perspective toward the audience with some members standing up and hurling abuse both toward Southy and to those who applauded him]

I have a vision – not the one that used to get you burned at the stake, though I fancy there are those here today who would advocate it for me – a vision of a world in which everyone is equal, justice exists, the potential of everyone is fulfilled, irrespective of race, gender, age – you know the rest.

TALK SHOW HOST
Surely many have advocated such – Martin Luther King...

JOHN SOUTHY
Many worthy individuals have had the dream, but not the analysis of the problem or the roadmap to the solution – this is what I offer in my book.

[As someone in the audience cries ‘Murderer!]
		
		TALK SHOW HOST
Please can we have calm, many would like to hear what the doctor has to say.

		JOHN SOUTHY
Let me explain what is wrong with us pursuing the 6 myths: monogamy, parenthood, property, nationality, voting for representatives and belief in God.  Monogamy is unnatural.  We are a restless species, always wanting something new.  If we had been satisfied with what we had, we would still be living in caves, clad in furs and rubbing sticks together to make a fire!  The only people who engage in monogamy are saints, idiots and liars – saints if you can keep your vows for year after year after year; idiots who find they cannot stay faithful and liars for whom the ceremony is merely pantomime and the words ‘for better or worse, till death’ are merely optional extras.  

TALK SHOW HOST
So the idiots are those who enter matrimony with good intentions, but are doomed to fail because staying faithful to one lover is against our nature?

JOHN SOUTHY
Yes.  Now given that we cannot feed the world today and there are not enough homes to go round, why would anyone think that adding to the population was a good idea?  I accept that there needs to be generational succession, but unplanned parenthood – by unplanned I mean at the societal level, is the cause of our problems as demand for needs overwhelms the finite supply.  We just said that there is not enough to go around so those that use their wealth to buy up property are ensuring that inequality is maintained and the passing of laws to protect their advantage results in injustice.  Religion merely salves the discomfort now with some promise of gain in another time that cannot be evidenced – in effect looking for hope in some hereafter, instead of building it now.  The world is only divided into nations in the minds of the poor – can you believe dock workers from Hamburg and Liverpool killed each other in World War One because one spoke ‘ja’ while the other said ‘yes’ – only their language separated them.  If you are searching for the truth, look at the ruling idea.  Now it is capitalism and it admits no nationality – it will happily make a buck out of you wherever you are on the planet.  Democracy means the people rule, not the people vote for an elite few to make the decisions – we are not yet set up as a society to support democracy, so we content ourselves with an elected aristocracy.
  
TALK SHOW HOST
If that is the critique of our society today, what is the solution?  How do we get this vision of yours – equal, just and truly democratic?

JOHN SOUTHY
I’m glad you asked.  There is no quick fix.  It took generations to dig ourselves into the hole we now find ourselves.  It will take generations to climb back out.  

TALK SHOW HOST
This is the 100 years you refer to in your book?  What is it we need to do?

JOHN SOUTHY
Let me answer you.  We will spend 20-30 years arguing about my proposal – longer if the audience today is representative of the world’s population.  We introduce birth control and euthanasia laws so we can manage the population down actively over a period of 60 years.  We abolish the right to inheritance thereby enabling personal  property to wither away.  These are the first steps toward balancing demand and supply.  When the balance is achieved the market’s grip will be broken and everyone’s needs can be met without profit. So a century from now, people will not expect their lives to revolve around the blinkered existence of parenthood, property and expecting a few hundred career politicians to do the work of governing – something that we all must do.  Once we have achieved genuine mass democracy with demand and supply in balance, we will no longer need a God to explain away injustice because injustice will no longer exist.


2	EXT	 LOCAL TAX OFFICE – SAME DAY

A hostage siege situation has developed as an irate man has taken hostage several workers in the office, with a hand gun to the head of one of the employees.  Outside with a loudspeaker is the police negotiator –  Keira Jackson, early thirties, in her 7th year in this role, naturally calm and improvisational – trying to resolve the situation. She is looking through a window at the situation unfolding in the office.

	THE NEGOTIATOR
Sir, why don’t you tell me what the issue is and I am sure we can talk this through

	HOSTAGE TAKER
They are out to get me, threatening me with jail – I don’t owe all that tax – they won’t listen – may be they will now… [pressing his gun to the head of a male hostage]

THE NEGOTIATOR
Sir, I am listening, but I can’t discuss this with a gun in your hand – will you put the gun down and talk with me?

HOSTAGE TAKER
No, its all a trick, you just want to get them off the hook.  I’ve had it – can’t take another day of this harassment

THE NEGOTIATOR
Like I said, I want to help you, but I can’t do that at gunpoint.  If you want my help, I need you to help me, can you do that?  [in her ear she hears that tactical support have a clear shot at the hostage taker – she shakes her head at the suggestion]. Let me level with you, my goal is to get everyone out of this situation alive.  Now your goal is to get your tax situation cleared up – I don’t see a conflict between our goals – do you agree?
	
The hostage taker, wavers, the gun hand is now by his side.  Then he waves the gun in the direction of the negotiator

		HOSTAGE TAKER
		How do I know I can trust you?

		THE NEGOTIATOR
What proof do you need?  Do you think I would be talking with you now, unarmed as I am [we cut to her gun holstered out of sight from the hostage taker] if I didn’t believe you to be a decent guy, just having a bad time and needing someone to talk things through?

		HOSTAGE TAKER
[with gun back at his side] That’s right I want someone to hear my case – not threaten me all the time.

THE NEGOTIATOR
Okay. We have a deal. I am not threatening you.  If you put your gun down then the guy next to you won’t be threatened by you and then we can talk this through.  Will you let me come inside and get things moving, so we can sort out your case?

We cut to the front of the tax office as the negotiator enters.  A moment later we see her through the window with the hostage taker’s gun. [We hear applause all around].


3	EXT	CROSS TOWN

An old van is parked at the kerb where a parking officer is walking toward it.  Two stern faced men are sitting in the front seats of the van. THE THINKER is behind the wheel while THE INTOLERANT ONE is the passenger. The parking official stops by the van window.

	PARKING OFFICIAL
	You can’t park here – see the sign showing the rules

	THE INTOLERANT ONE
[Smirking] Why don’t you learn English.  If we can’t park here, we would not be able to do so – can’t is a physical impossibility and yet here we are

PARKING OFFICIAL
You must not park here, it’s a parking offence and I will have to fine you

THE INTOLERANT ONE
What a full rich life you must lead giving out fines for parking here instead of there
	
[The Parking official begins to input details to his handheld device]

		THE THINKER
[Starting the engine] Its okay we will move on.  Thanks for letting us know


4	INT 	 THE VAN

		THE THINKER
[We see the parking official receding in the rear view as the van is moving away] While I share your frustrations, my friend, with the petty jobs worths of this world, we need to be mindful of the bigger picture – this is not the moment to be in the thoughts of officialdom, but very soon it will be, my friend, very soon.

5	INT	JOHN SOUTHY’S UNI OFFICE

	He is about to begin a video call with a media rep.

	 	JOHN SOUTHY
I can hear you, am I coming through fine? [Pause]  Good, I am going to blur the background to save network capacity so that should ensure the communication is as strong as can be. [We focus on Southy’s face from the screen’s pov as the rest of his office blurs to our view and hear his responses to questions he is receiving through his headset] No I was not surprised at the outbursts on the show.  Life and death are the two greatest taboos in human thinking, so when I come along and take on both of those sacred cows head on, I am expecting a reaction.  That does not dent my resolve to have this discussion for the reasons I set out on the show.[Pause] I have heard it all from, I want to create a 1984 society to I am riffing on the movie, Logan’s Run, where everyone dies at 30.  All complete nonsense of course and advocated by those who understand me the least or who fear me most. 


6	EXT	OUTSIDE AN OFFICE BLOCK THAT SAME DAY

We cut to the old van pulling up at the kerbside by the doors to an office block.  In the front of the van, we can see again, those two stern faced men.  A smoker walks by and their stream of smoke drifts back into the open van window.  The INTOLERANT ONE, leans out the van, about to scream abuse, but the leader who is the THINKER among them, puts a hand across his colleague.

	THE THINKER
	Let’s not lose the element of surprise....

[The thinker and the intolerant one get out the front of the van and the thinker taps on the side of the van.  The rear doors open and 2 more get out]


7	INT	THE FOYER OF THE OFFICE BLOCK – SAME DAY

The office front doors open and the 4 rush in.  A security guard is knocked to the ground, the 4 produce weapons from inside their coats and quickly the building is secured. The thinker’s comrades shout and scream at anyone they meet and rushing up the stairs shepherd the hostages to the top floor.

We cut back to the office foyer where the Thinker is calling the press from the switchboard.
	
THE THINKER  
Reuters?  Excellent, pay careful attention to what I say, lives will depend on it.  We have sealed a downtown office block with all its inhabitants who are now our hostages.  What do we want?  We have read the masterpiece by Dr Southy – ‘100 Years to Save Humanity’ and intend to see that its recommendations are implemented by the world’s leaders.  We will announce our specific demands in due course.


8	INT	 A BEDROOM – SAME DAY
	
We cut to the home of Keira Jackson, where she is in bed with her lover and her mobile rings.  As she is in the missionary position, she stretches out her hand and picks up from her bedside drawer unit.  Her lover hesitates while still in the middle of the act.

THE NEGOTIATOR
Yes?  Where?  Ok, will be there in 30, less if the traffic is light.

[She throws the phone to the floor and looks up at her lover]

Why’da you stop?

HER LOVER
I didn’t know what the protocol was for making love while my lover takes a call – should I pause, withdraw or plough on....

THE NEGOTIATOR
[Laughing] I have enough protocols at work without you making up new ones.  Anyway, you blew it, I gotta go...[pushing him away and rolling out the bed]


9	EXT	THE OFFICE BLOCK – SAME DAY

We cut to the negotiator’s car arriving at the cordoned off area.  She gets out the car and talks to the first cop she sees.  He points and she follows his signposting.  She approaches the senior cop at the scene.





10	INT	THE OFFICE BLOCK –  TOP FLOOR ROOM - SAME DAY

We cut inside the office block, on the top floor where all the hostages and terrorists are in one large room.  The terrorists are looking out the window at the situation developing below.  The office block is cut off from the rest of the world with emergency services circled around it.  Apart from the thinker and the intolerant one, both known to us already, there is also THE ACOLYTE – deferential to the thinker and eager to please, following and echoing the thinker’s thoughts and actions.  Finally we see THE MILITANT ECOLOGIST – buying into the thinker’s world view because of the impact on the planet, but only as far as that.


11	EXT	JOHN SOUTHY’S UNI – SAME DAY

Dr Southy is leaving the campus and finds himself surrounded by the media.  From the scrum a barrage of questions are shouted at him.

	MEDIA SCRUM
What’s your reaction to the hostage situation, Dr Southy?
Do you feel responsible for the fate of the hostages?
Are you going to talk the terrorists down?

JOHN SOUTHY
I haven’t the faintest idea what you are talking about.  I am a scholar not a politician, a terrorist or a member of the police department – your questions seem to be for those type of people.

[More scrambling around him, as microphones are thrust at him and cameras obscure his way ahead.  Explanations are hurled at him from all sides]

MEDIA SCRUM
Its your book that has inspired the terrorists.  They have hostages and demand that the world’s leaders implement your proposals.

[Southy stops and looks at the nearest camera].

	JOHN SOUTHY
This is deeply concerning and not what I have been proposing as the way ahead, but I’m sure the authorities have it all in hand.  Good day.

[Again from the media scrum]

MEDIA SCRUM
Are you not accepting any blame?

[Southy, still trying to negotiate his way through the crowd, turns back]



JOHN SOUTHY
Of course not.  My ideas cannot be jump-started.  The solution I propose can only emerge from a generational debate and a consensus for action – violence has no part to play.


12	INT	POLICE COMMAND VEHICLE OUTSIDE THE OFFICE BLOCK – SAME DAY

The negotiator, sitting in a command vehicle, with a panoply of equipment in front of her, picks up the phone and dials the office switchboard – it rings and rings and from the tone it is being diverted to a cascading set of internal extensions.  The phone is answered at last, as we hear the thinker’s voice at the end of the line.

THE NEGOTIATOR
Hello, who am I speaking to?



13	INT	THE OFFICE BLOCK, TOP FLOOR ROOM – SAME DAY

[The thinker has the phone in his hand and responding to the negotiator, simply says]

THE THINKER
Who I am is not important, but it will always be my voice you hear.  We demand that the recommendations from Dr Southy’s book are implemented by the world’s leaders.  The so-called elite must acknowledge this demand on all media channels within the next 2 hours.  They must also set out their timeline for implementation.  Failure to do so will mean a hostage is killed every hour on the hour after the deadline has passed.  In this world, nothing changes without a body count.


14	INT	POLICE COMMAND VEHICLE OUTSIDE THE OFFICE BLOCK – SAME DAY

We cut back to the negotiator, sitting in the command vehicle, hearing the tone die as the thinker ends the first engagement with the authorities.  Swivelling in her seat, she turns to the senior cop.

THE NEGOTIATOR
Sir, I would like to get in touch with this author.  Do you have the means to set this up please?




15	INT	THE OFFICE BLOCK, TOP FLOOR ROOM – SAME DAY

We cut back to the room filled with hostages and terrorists and we turn to the hostages, scanning their faces etched with fear and concern, sitting on the floor against one wall, all in a line.  We focus on a few of them: First we see THE BANK MANAGER, authority figure who is disconcerted by having to kow tow to the terrorists; next to him we have THE PREGNANT WOMAN, submissive in order to protect her unborn child; then we have THE STUDENT LAWYER, who thinks that trying to be helpful to the terrorists will prove advantageous; the final hostage that we focus on, out of all the others, is THE CLEANER, cat-napping with her head against her trolley containing all her cleaning tools and disposables. 

THE BANK MANAGER
[Rising from his squat position]  Now look here, how long do you intend to keep this up?  Don’t you realise they will never agree to your demands.

THE INTOLERANT ONE
[Screaming] Shut up, shut up, shut up.  You pathetic excuse for a human. [Strikes the bank manager to the ground and we look up from the bank manager’s perspective at the towering figure of the terrorist as he berates the hostage]

What do you know?  You have lived an uninformed life, doing what you wanted without a thought for the consequences.  You have destroyed the planet, ruined humanity and spent your time on earth with your head up your arse!

THE PREGNANT WOMAN
[Praying quietly] Please don’t hurt my baby


THE STUDENT LAWYER
[Patting the pregnant woman on the shoulder, but addressing the intolerant one] I hear what you’r e saying and it makes sense.  There is no overall plan.

THE INTOLERANT ONE
[Somewhat placated and moving away from the bank manager]  That’s right.  Its all one big fucking mess.  Southy has the right ideas and we mean to see that they get the hearing they deserve.


16	INT	OUTSIDE THE OFFICE BLOCK – SAME DAY

We cut to the negotiator, in her car, mobile pressed to her ear, calling Dr Southy.

	
		THE NEGOTIATOR
Dr Southy?  You don’t know me, but I need your help – urgently.  I am the negotiator trying to save the lives of hostages held in a downtown office block, by terrorists who are claiming you have inspired them.

[Hearing only her side of the conversation] 

[Pause] I appreciate that you have not created this situation, Doctor, but you have to admit you are key to negotiating the terrorists down. If you can explain to them where they have gone wrong in interpreting you, it could be the very thing we need to resolve this situation.

[Pause] I’m sorry you see it that way, Doctor.  I am not the media.  Is that your final word?

[Ending the call, she tosses the phone onto the passenger seat and looking upward, ponders a new strategy.  We track her as she leaves her car and walks back to the command vehicle, pausing, only to look up at the office block.  Entering the command vehicle, she picks up the comms equipment and dials the terrorists once more]

Hi, its the negotiator.  You know how it is – wheels are in motion.  I wanted to ask you something.  Would it help if Dr Southy was here to talk with you about the plan?  I’ve just spoken with him.

[With the call ended, she swivels in her seat as the senior cop speaks to her]
 
SENIOR COP
Is that true?

THE NEGOTIATOR
My job is to prevent casualties, Sir. I leave the truth to those above my pay grade.


17	INT	BOOKSHOP ACROSS TOWN – SAME DAY

We cut to a book signing event, with Dr Southy facing a long queue of eager readers.  Pushing past the line, is a media rep with a cameraman in tow.  There are murmurs of annoyance at what appears to be a queue-jumper.

MEDIA REP
Dr Southy, what made you change your mind about helping the hostages?  Was it guilt?

JOHN SOUTHY
I’m sorry, I am busy as you can see and I have no idea what you are talking about.  [He gestures to the next in line to approach for a signing]

MEDIA REP
It’s all over the news, how you have agreed to work with the police to talk the terrorists down.  [Before he can respond, the store erupts in applause at this announcement] Were you expecting it to be hush hush?

JOHN SOUTHY
[Looking pleadingly at the book shop owner]  I think we may need to reschedule this, sorry folks. [He stands and is applauded, as we track his exit from the shop, ignoring the media rep and gets into his car.  Leaning out the window, he calls back to the media rep.] What is the address of this downtown block?
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