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Screenplay outline treatment
We open with a tv chat show.  In the studio the host is interviewing the author of a new book – ‘100 Years To Save Humanity’.  The author, an academic Dr John Southy 40’s, confident, authoritative - explains the problem that the human race has  dug a hole for itself over generations and that it will take generations to climb back out of that hole.  The hole we have dug for ourselves is evidenced by over population, wide disparity in individual wealth, injustice and power held by the few over the many.
We cut to a hostage scene at a downtown tax office, where an irate customer has taken staff hostage at gun point.  Experienced negotiator, Keira Jackson – 30’s, seventh year in role, naturally calm and improvisational -talks the hostage taker down, without a shot being fired even though marksmen had ‘a shot’ to take if needed.
Across town a van screeches to a halt outside an office block.  Four young people get out and rush into the office block entrance, pulling out guns and overpowering reception and security, the terrorists seal the building, herding the hostages upstairs to the top storey.  The press and police are informed by the terrorists that they have struck, that the book ‘100 Years To Save Humanity’ is their inspiration and they will announce their terms in due course. 
The negotiator is called at home and drives to the scene.  The area is cordoned off, armed police and other emergency services are in attendance.  The negotiator meets the senior cop at the scene.
Inside the office block with the hostages and terrorists all in one room, the terrorists are looking out the window at the scene developing below.  The four terrorists are: the leader is the Thinker and well read, but impatient – there are no tomorrows for him, only today; his second in command is intolerant of others and hates the world as it is; the other two – one is an acolyte of the leader – in awe of him; the other is a militant ecologist.  The hostages are sitting on the floor, cowering under the verbal onslaught from the intolerant one.
There is a breaking news story as the press surround the author, as he leaves his uni.  The author denies any responsibility pointing out that his ideas cannot be jump started, but must arise from a generational debate and consensus for action.
The negotiator attempts first contact with the terrorists to establish relations.  The terrorists will kill one hostage an hour after a deadline has passed and their demands are not met – as the Thinker ends his response to the negotiator – ‘nothing changes without a body count in this world.’
The negotiator works through the senior cop on the scene to make contact with the author as his book seems key to negotiating the hostages’ release.
Inside the office block, we focus on some of the hostages and their plight.  First we have a bank manager (authority figure) who is disconcerted by having to kowtow to the terrorists – he tries to assert himself and is shouted down by the intolerant one.  Then we have a pregnant woman (submissive in order to protect her unborn child).  Next we have a student lawyer who thinks that trying to be helpful to the hostage takers will prove advantageous.  Finally, we focus on the cleaner, cat napping with her head against the trolley with her cleaning tools and disposables.
The negotiator calls the author and does not get the co-operation or empathy expected. With the author in denial over any role he might have in this drama, the negotiator ponders an alternative strategy.
The negotiator calls the terrorists and asks them if it would help if the author was on the scene to talk with them?  The Thinker is uncertain.  Nevertheless, the negotiator tells the media that the author is needed.
At a book signing event, the author is interrupted by journalists asking about the hostage drama and his involvement.  Angry, the author travels to the scene to confront the police.
Inside the office block, the tension is mounting as the student lawyer, making too many suggestions about how to resolve the drama is shouted down and the bank manager is struck by the Intolerant one. The hostages are to blame for the state of the world – having babies when there are too many people on the planet already, driving their cars and choking the air, claiming property rights and creating a world of few winners and many losers.
Outside, the author and negotiator get past the tension as the negotiator sets out the tactics – the hostage lives may depend on how the author treats the terrorists.  
The next communication between the negotiator and the terrorists takes place.  The negotiator informs them that the author is here to talk to them.  The terrorist leader sets out the precise demands – there must be a live broadcast by the world’s leaders, committing to implement the proposals in the author’s book.  If there is no broadcast within two hours, a hostage will be executed and one more every hour that there is no broadcast.
There is a renewal of friction between the negotiator and the author.  In view of the terrorist demands, the author believes he is no longer relevant, but the negotiator knows that the author will be needed to play for time – given the unrealistic deadline and demand set by the Thinker.
In the office block there is panic as the implications of the terrorists’ demands are absorbed by the hostages.  There is also friction between the militant ecologist and the Intolerant one as the former is not prepared to go through with any threat to execute hostages.
Outside the negotiator talks to the senior cop.  If there is a deadline killing then a rescue attempt will be mounted – deadline killings are the sign of a mentality that is not going to be successfully negotiated with.
There is a growing media presence, while a police tactical unit is reviewing rescue plans and engagement tactics. 
In the next communication the negotiator agrees a delivery of meds and food with the Thinker.
During the bathroom breaks in the office, the cleaner, with her knowledge of the building and her cleaning materials, manages to escape. The repercussions on everyone are manifest.  
The terrorists get rattled and point fingers, with the Intolerant one wanting to take immediate reprisals and the Thinker needing to keep control.
The police reassess the situation as becoming more unstable while the negotiator seeks to get back control of the situation with the thinker.  They decide to go in and negotiate face to face to placate the hostage takers over the loss of one hostage, but with an insurance policy of two officers secreted in the building with the cleaner’s intel vital.
The police gather intel from the cleaner to inform their assault plan and the senior cop has been informed there will be no meeting of the terrorist demands by politicians, so the negotiator’s hands are tied.  She urges the author to get inside the thinker’s head to talk him down.
Times are tough though for the Thinker as he is getting it from all sides – fractious colleagues, nervous hostages and an insistent negotiating team.  While the thinker is talking to the negotiator and John Southy, however, a way forward is found. Dr Southy will try and gain backers for a movement that will promote the book’s proposals and become a political force.  While Dr Southy leaves to attempt this new move, the negotiator remains with the hostage takers. 
Returning to the chat show he spoke on previously Dr Southy attracts backers.  He proposes a new group be created that brings together the world’s top thinkers – GNIUS (Global Network Investigating Universal Solutions). 
Meanwhile there is tension in the hostage location as the thinker challenges the negotiator on next steps given that they have achieved, in part, their goal – to speed up the author’s timeline to realising his ideas.  It is time for them to surrender the hostages and come out.  Inside the building, the intolerant one refuses to surrender, smashes the communication equipment and leaves the top floor room.  The negotiator leads the other hostage takers and the hostages out of the building, having disarmed them.
Once outside the negotiator informs the senior cop and the author that one of the hostage takers has disappeared.  An alert is put out.  The remaining hostage takers surrender to the police.
We cut to another book signing for the author.  One of those in line is the negotiator on her own time.  They talk.  Suddenly the shop window is shattered by gunfire.  The waiting customers for the signing cower and the negotiator hits the floor and crawls to the rear of the shop.  The intolerant one storms in, confronts the author and accuses him of selling out and making money while the intolerant one’s comrades are detained.  When asked for a landline, the bookshop owner points to the rear office and the intolerant one takes the bookstore owner, the store security guard and the author at gunpoint to the rear.  As the group enter the office the negotiator shoots foam from a fire extinguisher into the intolerant one’s face and the security guard pushes the gun aside, trips the intolerant one and plus the negotiator force the intolerant one to the ground.  The siege is over.  The negotiator finally gets her signed copy of the author’s book.
BLANK SCREEN 
END CREDITS

