focus

“I have called you by your name, you are mine.”
Isaiah 43:1
To foster and promote vocations to the ministerial priesthood in the Catholic Church as a particular
vocation to service, and to support priests in their sacred ministry.
To encourage and affirm vocations to consecrated religious life in the Catholic Church.
To assist its members to recognize and respond in their own lives to God’s call to holiness in
Jesus Christ and through the Holy Spirit.
Consider joining our Serran apostolate contact the editor Alex Duncan: serra.glasgow@aol.com
Under the patronage of the His Eminence Most Reverend Vincent Cardinal Nichols

For more information visit: www.serragreatbritain.org.uk
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It is with great
sorrow that we
announce the
death of Fr Jim
Dean of The
Archdiocese of
Glasgow,
died on
rd
3 April 2022
aged 70 years.

It is a beautiful day, writes Fr
Jim Lawlor a priest of the
Archdiocese of Glasgow, to
reflect on the love of God made
visible and real in the life, death
and rising of Jesus. It is also a
day when you are asked to pray
for the sanctification of your
priest, that all priests, especially
yours, will be better priests.

Ordained as a priest at
65, Fr Dean was a
social worker for over 40 years. After acting as the head
of community care and criminal social work with Perth
& Kinross Council, in 2009 he was ordained as a
permanent deacon for the Archdiocese of Glasgow.
A year later he took early retirement and was asked to be
the chaplain to John Paul Academy. It was during his
time as chaplain to the academy that Glasgow Serra
made his acquaintance. Fr Jim or Deacon Jim at that
time arranged our schools events at the academy for
several years before being ordained as priest on 28th June
2017 and appointed as parish priest of St Robert
Bellarmine. Once again Fr Jim assisted Glasgow Serra in
the organisation and as principal celebrant at our annual
“Vigil for vocations”

"I've always associated the feast of the Sacred Heart with
that moment when Jesus' heart was pierced with a lance out flowed blood and water - the fountain of the sacramental
life of the church (St Augustine). That image of having his
side pierced to the very last drop of life in him is a powerful
image of being a priest - in spite of my unworthy weakness.
Some 56 years ago, in 1966, Karl Rahner wrote some words
about the priest of the future, which now seem to have a
prophetic ring to them. Tomorrow’s priest, he said, may not
have a power drawn from the social prestige of the Church,
but will have the courage to carry out his ministry even
without prestige and power. He will calmly see God’s
triumph at work even if he himself feels defeated. He will
know that he is in God’s service and on God’s mission, even
if he cannot always measure the power of grace. He will be
a man whose vocation is his life, and whose life will be to
believe and hope and love from his own innermost
experience of God and God’s grace.

While chaplain to the academy Deacon Jim arranged a
pilgrimage to Rome after it was announced John Paul II
was to be canonised. It was during this pilgrimage that
Deacon Jim was asked to hear one of the pupils’
confessions. This young man probably about 17 years of
age wanted Deacon Jim to hear his confession. Whilst he
could not hear the confession due to his faculties, the
event made him consider the priesthood.
Fr Jim Dean later spoke with Archbishop Tartaglia, who
had previously asked him if he was interested in the
priesthood, and off he went to Allen Hall seminary in
London. On the subject of whether he should have
become a priest sooner, Fr Dean replied that ‘this is the
time that God has called me.’ It was on the 28th June
2017 Fr Jim responded fully to God’s call to become
Alter Christi.

Tomorrow’s priest, Rahner says, will be like his Lord, a
man with a pierced heart: pierced with the godlessness of
the life around him, pierced by love that does not count the
cost, pierced by the experience of his own weakness; and,
we must add today, pierced by the misconduct of fellowpriests, which has cast such a shadow over all of us. The
priest will be a man with a pierced heart because his task is
to lead others to their own hearts, to the core of our human
existence. He can do that only if he has found his own heart
and discovered for himself that it is in the very
woundedness of human life that God has chosen to dwell.

As Serrans we often look for inspiring stories of priestly
vocations and indeed Fr Jim shared his story during one
of our Vigils for vocations. Below, the YouTube link
courtesy of Vocare telling the story of Fr Jim’s vocation.
https://youtu.be/gdcQWqM6R7M

I've said it heaps - I love my parish community, all of you.
Please - I'm asking you directly - to pray for me today that
in spite of being pierced by my own stupidities and
weakness.
I will be a better servant of all of you who have been so kind
and loving to me!
…………Fr Jim Lawlor

Remember Fr Jim Dean, his family, his friends and
his parishioners in your prayers. "Eternal Rest grant
unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon
him. “Requiescat in pace.”
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In doing so the opinions of so many must be recognised,
explored, examined and resolved within the faith and
understanding of God's plan for the human race.
Of great concern to us as Serrans and indeed to some of
those participating in the survey is obviously the future of
vocations to the priesthood and religious life. Many of the
comments raised are related to the priesthood which is
diminishing. Our priesthood today is much older and
retiring with fewer younger men coming forward to
seminary. The answers recognised this very strongly.

For a Synodal Church
Communion I participation I mission
Recently I have been involved, assisting my parish priest
with the Synodality document and preparing a response
relating to the position of our Catholic church in our parish
community which would be submitted to our archdiocese
and eventually reaching the Holy Father in preparation for
the synod of 2021 2023. Synodality denotes the particular
style that qualifies the life and mission of the Church,
expressing her nature as the People of God journeying
together and gathering in assembly, summoned by the Lord
Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit to proclaim the Gospel.
Synodality ought to be expressed in the Church’s ordinary
way of living and working.

The ten questions quite challenging in many cases related
to our faith journey. Listening, Speaking out, Celebration,
Responsibility for our common mission. Dialogue in
church and society. Ecumenism. Authority and
participation. Discerning and deciding. Forming ourselves
in synodality.
And a final eleventh question summarising our
thoughts:

Where are we? Where are we going?
How are we going to get there?
Many of the comments, answers and solutions suggested
by our older faithful and indeed our younger people were
to be involved in the more social aspects of our church,
youth groups, music groups etc and then to cultivate more
participation in our liturgies as altar servers, readers and
the other ministries of our church. From that position,
being involved in church, there would be the opportunity
of attracting our younger people to some form of religious
life or simply to be more socially conscious and faith
aware.

We are asked that the synthesis comprising some ten
responses to questions of our parish community should be
faithful to the people’s voices and to whatever emerged
from their discernment and dialogue. Rather than a series of
generalized or doctrinally correct statements. Points of view
that are perhaps contrary to one another need not be omitted
but can be acknowledged and stated as such. Views should
not be excluded simply because they were expressed by a
small minority of participants. Indeed, sometimes the
perspective of what we could call the “minority report” can
be a prophetic witness to what God wants to say to the
Church.”
The final document to be submitted to our archdiocesan
hierarchy is a survey of opinions from our parishioners
regarding the state of our church.
The survey asks many questions on the opinions and state of
our local church and indeed, combined with the many other
dioceses of our country and internationally will provide our
church in the Vatican with the answers and opinions to
enable our church to grow in faith for future generations.

We need to develop spirituality, individually and in the
community. This has been lost. When people feel spiritual,
they will look for a channel to develop it. Being involved
in liturgy, in groups, in church retreats are ways to feel
moved by faith. I would love to see more retreats, small
groups, large groups. Prayer and meditation spiritual
readings, with a social and sharing opportunity such a tea
or coffee after. People need to feel they belong. Our young
people will rise to a cause, we see and hear this daily
through the media. We need to develop that sense of
responsibility through our faith and Christ like life.

The survey information, quite informing, from all ages of
those participating and their views which in some cases
may be highly questionable by those of us who have been
committed to our faith for many decades and indeed
contrary to our understanding of the social teaching of the
church has to be recognised as genuine.

Our church is stagnant, it is not moving as it should. Be
brave enough to go out to people and invite them back to
mass. By staying true to our Christian and Catholic
beliefs, by protecting the catholic education system and
putting our faith into action. By treating others as we want
to be treated.

In our secularist society we have to recognise people
follow many different religious and non-religious ways of
life. The communal institutions that we share, and together
pay for, should provide a neutral public space where we
can all meet on equal terms. That political and increasing
social change has to be understood.

Keep believing in the true Catholic faith and we will get
there. We have to continue doing and hope that God in His
infinite Mercy will lead us all to heaven.
Not my answers but the thoughts of those who have
responded to that very important Synodality document for
the future of our church.
………….Alex
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July 1st

June, a very special time for
ordinations. A special time for
consecrating young and not so young
people to the service of our Lord

Feast day of our patron St Junipero Serra.

Not only because of his place in American history as the
founder of a chain of missions in Mexico and California, but
also because of his life of priestly zeal and heroic virtue,
Fray Junípero Serra, OFM, was chosen as the patron of our
apostolate. This gifted Franciscan friar had occupied the
Duns Scotus chair of philosophy in Majorca, Spain, until he
felt the call to commit himself further to the service of
Christ as a missionary in the New World. Departing from
Cadiz, Spain, in 1748, he made crossed the Atlantic Ocean
in a small ship, landing at Veracruz on the southern shore of
the Gulf of Mexico. From there, he journeyed on foot to
Mexico City, where tradition has it that he prayed at the
church built over the famous site where the Virgin of
Guadalupe appeared to St. Juan Diego in 1531.

At this time of the year particularly, when many
priests and deacons, brothers and sisters are
ordained or make their professions or indeed
celebrate that magnificent day in their lives, it
becomes an anniversary to be celebrated and never
forgotten
It is also time when our seminarians and
postulants having spent many years of study and
preparation make a commitment to give their lives
to the service of Our Lord and indeed to the
communities where they will serve.

Fray Junípero Serra was transferred to the Sierra Gorda
region at his own request, he was appointed President of the
Sierra Gorda missions in 1751. After nine years, he was
asked to undertake his missionary work some 750 miles
away on the Pacific coast of the North American continent,
much of the time suffering with an ulcerated leg. Fr Serra
and his fellow Franciscan friars eventually established a
chain of missions in Alta California and worked tirelessly to
bring Christ to the indigenous peoples. After a lengthy
period of missionary activity, Fr. Serra died in 1784 at the
San Carlos Borroméo Mission, in Carmel, California,
U.S.A. his favourite mission.

We wish all those to be ordained in these
coming months our prayerful good wishes
and our sincere thanks to all those who
have chosen to serve Our Lord

Despite the fact that, during his time as a missionary, Father
Serra had very little involvement with promoting priestly
vocations, today it can only be considered providential that
a holy priest who demonstrated such zeal for the salvation
of souls would be chosen as the patron of our global
vocations apostolate, considering that the primary focus of
its work is fostering and promoting vocations to the holy
priesthood and to supporting the sacred ministry of priests,
those who spend and consume themselves for the salvation
of souls. Ray Junípero Serra attained sainthood when he was
canonized by His Holiness Pope Francis on Sept. 23, 2015,
in Washington, D.C.

From all Serrans in Great Britain
Thank you for being Priests, Deacons,
Missionaries, Brothers and Sisters.

“Siempre adelante, nunca hacia atràs.”
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59th World Day of Prayer for Vocations
on the theme 'Called to Build the
Human Family,'
Sunday 8th May 2022 is the Fourth Sunday of Easter,
and the 59th World Day of Prayer for Vocations.
Pope Francis released his message on the theme 'Called
to Build the Human Family,' and encourages each
vocation in the Church to give the very best of
themselves 'in this great divine plan!' Based on the
Synod for 2021, 2023 For a Synodal Church the Holy
father asks us to be called to be protagonists together of
the Church’s mission, called to be guardians of one
another and of creation, called to welcome and respond
to God’s gaze and be called to build a fraternal world
The Holy father concludes by imploring us: Let us pray,
brothers and sisters, that the People of God, amid the
dramatic events of history, may increasingly respond to
this call. Let us implore the light of the Holy Spirit, so
that all of us may find our proper place and give the very
best of ourselves in this great divine plan!
Read the Holy Father’s message hereng

On the last Saturday of every month, you are invited to join

the world in a recitation of the Rosary for vocation. The
Serra International Rosary continues Saturdays, June 25th,
July 30th, 2022, at 2.00pm GMT thereafter on the last
Saturday of every month.
Join us free, use Access Code: 314-315-91.
at: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/314315981
A Serran “Rosary for vocations” for your own or parish use
can be downloaded here: or our site: resources page.
“I invite you to pray the
rosary, and to carry it in
your hands or in your
pockets. The recitation of the
rosary is the most beautiful
prayer we can offer to the
Virgin Mary. It is a
contemplation on the stages
of the life of Jesus our
Saviour, with his Mother
Mary. It is a weapon that
protects us from evils and

Once again we are
in action.
Adoration from
our
“Vigil for vocations”
from around the
world for the
World Day of
Prayer for
Vocations 8th May
2022

temptations. …Pope Francis
Pray the Rosary with the intercession after each decade.
Lord, grant us many holy priests and consecrated men and
women, and faithful married couples.
Finish with:
Our Serran prayer for vocations:

Does your parish have
Adoration for
Vocations?”

O God, Who wills not the death of a sinner, but rather
that he be converted and live, grant we beseech You,
through the intercession of Blessed Mary, ever Virgin,
Saint Joseph, her spouse, Saint Junipero Serra, and all
the saints, an increase in labourers for Your Church,
fellow labourers with Christ to spend and consume
themselves for souls, through the same Jesus Christ,
Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. Amen.

It is during these quiet times
away from the hustle and
bustle of everyday life that
you can escape and
concentrate, with the help of
the Holy Spirit, on prayer
which will assist in solving
problems. You can also
browse through our
resources page on our
website, to help you focus, particularly on your
vocation in life or that of religious vocations, during
that special time with Our Lord. Download and print

Serran Prayer for the Perseverance of Vocations
O God, You have constituted Your only-begotten Son,
supreme and eternal priest, for the glory of Your
majesty and the salvation of mankind: grant that those
whom He has hosen ministers and dispensers of His
mysteries, may be found faithful in fulfilling the ministry
they have received.

off for your own or your parish use. Encourage
prayer for all vocations.
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Ukraine has a population of around 45million of
which 70% are nominated as Christian and 9% as Catholic
which is very similar to the Catholic population of our own
country
The Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church is a sui iuris
Byzantine Rite Eastern Catholic church in full communion
with the worldwide Catholic Church and under the spiritual
leadership of our Holy Father Pope Fancis. It is the secondlargest particular church in the Catholic Church, second
only to the Latin Church.

A prayer from
Lviv, Ukraine

For three years, Toronto Serrans have been
hard at work crafting an unbelievable
convention for their brother and sister Serrans
from around the world.
This summer, they are proud to welcome you
to Canada's largest and most-visited city, full
of world-class splendor and fun!
On 14th-17th July
REGISTER FOR THE CONVENTION
HERE
RESERVE YOUR ROOM AT THE
SHERATON CENTRE HOTEL HERE.
Your hotel reservation will be made directly
with the hotel and is separate from your
convention registration.

In The Serran Magazine

Serra’s 79th
International
Convention in
Toronto,
14th-17th July
2022.
In our February edition of Serra GB
focus we reported on the upcoming
“Towards a Fundamental Theology of
the Priesthood.” Symposium. We can
now give more information and report
on that symposium in this edition of our
Serra Magazine.
Download the Serran Magazine
serrainternational.org/sites/default/files/march%2020
22%20serran%20magazine%20web.pdf
6

also get used to his ritual of ordering 3 pints and
drinking them in turn.

An opportunity to join us
Internationally

But then one day “Mister 3 Pints” comes in and
orders only 2 glasses. The whole pub gets silent and
the by the time the man orders a second round of
only 2 pints the bartender says: “I’m terribly sorry
as I don’t want to intrude on your grief, but I just
wanted to offer my condolences on your loss.”
The man looks puzzled, but then a smile breaks
through and he says. “Thanks a lot, but everyone is
fine really. It’s just that my wife had us join the
Baptist church and I had to give up drinking. But my
brothers are still Catholics, so it didn’t affect them.”

Grant me, O Lord, a sense of humour. Allow me the
grace to be able to take a joke to discover in life a bit
of joy, and to be able to share it with others.

Due to the success of the Serra Meets programme
during lockdown, we are continuing throughout 2022
with virtual lectures from leading clergy and experts
on the topic of Catholic vocations,
Serra Meets is now a routine webinar broadcast each
second Saturday of the month. Our next webinar
being June 11th 5.00pm GMT then July 9th at 5pm.
Join on the Serra International You tube channel,
click this. link. use passcode 853558
Patterned after regular Serra meetings, Serra Meets
events will open and close with prayer, featuring a
distinguished keynote speakers, followed by a short
business topic. Serra Meets is organized and hosted
by the US Council of Serra International.

IT'S A JOKE
A man walks into an old pub in Dublin, takes a seat
at the bar and orders 3 pints.
After he is served, he takes sips from them in turn
and when all 3 glasses are finally empty he orders 3
more. The bartender, who has been watching him,
has never seen such a weird style of drinking and says
to the man: “You know when you leave a beer for too
long it goes flat, so they will taste better if you order
just one at a time.”
“Well,” says the man at the bar. “You see I have 2
brothers who I used to drink with, but unfortunately
one moved to America and the other one moved to
Australia. Now we are on 3 different continents and
we hardly ever see each other. So I drink a pint for
me and 2 for my brothers. This way we at least try to
keep this tradition alive and it feels like we’re still
together.”
The bartender agrees that this is a beautiful
explanation for his weird behaviour and the man
becomes a regular at his bar. The other customers
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Are you interested in supporting
and fostering
District 60
Liverpool
We meet at 6.30pm 1st and 3rd Thursday of the month at
the Cenacle Convent, Tithebarn Grove, Lance Lane,
Liverpool L15 6TW.
email; serra.liverpool@gmail.com tel: 0151 724 6249
Manchester
Contact
email; serramanchester@gmail.com
tel; 01625 477 215
North Cheshire
Contact
email; serra.northcheshire@outlook.com.
tel; 0161 973 3339
South Lancs
For further information on Serra club of South Lancs
email; secretary@serragreatbritain.org.uk
or tel: 0151 724 6249

to the priesthood and
consecrated religious life?
Do you want to enhance your
own

District 62
South Hertfordshire.
We meet 2nd Tuesday of every month (except August)
7.30pm at Our Lady and St. Michael's Church, Crown
Rise, Garston, Herts WD25 0NE
email; serrasouthherts.co.uk tel; 01923 661692

District 63
Dunkeld
We meet last Tuesday of the month at 6 pm with Mass at
7pm at St Joseph's convent, Lawside Rd, Dundee
DD36XY.
email; serra.dunkeld@hotmail.com tel; 01382 322920

in the company of others?

Glasgow

Do you see the need for

We meet 1st and 3rd Thursdays, August to June at
10.00am Our Lady of Lourdes, Cardonald and University
of Glasgow Chaplaincy (as programmed)
email; serra.glasgow@aol.com tel; 0141 571 8313

Paisley

for an increase in priestly vocations?

For further information on Serra club of Paisley
email; secretary@serragreatbritain.org.uk
or phone: 07754 514318

Mary. Mother of vocations. Pray for us.
St Junipero Serra. Pray for us.

Send us Oh Lord! many active lay
people to support us in our
apostolate.
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