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 Serra GB 
focus 

April 2021 
 

 
 "You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified? 

He has risen” Mark 16:6.  

To foster and promote vocations to the ministerial priesthood in the Catholic Church as a particular 

vocation to service, and to support priests in their sacred ministry. 

 

To encourage and affirm vocations to consecrated religious life in the Catholic Church. 

 

To assist its members to recognize and respond in their own lives to God’s call to holiness in Jesus 

Christ and through the Holy Spirit. 

Consider joining our Serran apostolate contact the editor Alex Duncan: serra.glasgow@aol.com 

 

Under the patronage of the His Eminence Most Reverend Vincent Cardinal Nichols  

For more information visit:  www.serragreatbritain.org.uk 

serra.glasgow@aol.com
www.serragreatbritain.org.uk
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Easter message  

from the president  

of Serra Great 

Britain 
Has Spring ever been more welcome than this 

year? Not only can we think of putting cold 

and miserable weather behind us but we can 

consider life becoming more normal after a 

very difficult year for most of us.  

 

With the widespread introduction of 

vaccination we will soon see an end to the 

worst deprivations of Covid 19. We will be 

able to be properly with our families which we 

will then appreciate more than ever.  

 

How wonderful it will be for people in hospital 

and care homes to be hugged by their relatives 

and also for their visitors to be able to talk 

face to face with them. Of course we continue 

to pray for those who lost their lives to this 

disease and for those who mourn them.  

 

This Easter we can fully participate in the joy 

of the Resurrection which followed the 

suffering and death of our Lord Jesus, 

suffering and death which He endured for our 

sins.  

 

I wish all Serrans and the friends of Serra, a 

very happy Easter and an uplifting sense of 

God’s goodness and mercy at this time. 

 

Mary O’ Hara 

President 

Serra   Great Britain 

 

     Mary. Mother of vocations.  

    Pray for us. 

   St Junipero Serra.  

    Pray for us. 

 

“He has risen”  
At our Easter Vigil, 

churches throughout the 

world will celebrate our 

Risen Lord. Without the 

resurrection we have no 

faith, no Christianity, no 

Catholic Church.  

 

The Easter Vigil liturgy, restricted this year due 

to covid. The “Passover of Our Lord” from 

death to new life is still the most important, 

intoxicating and beautiful in our year.  

 

The church is in total darkness as we stand 

outside at dusk awaiting to light the paschal 

candle from a raging bonfire. As we enter the 

church the bonfire is no longer required as the 

paschal candle comes into its own rite spreading 

the light of Christ to God’s people. The 

congregation with their lighted candles taken 

from the paschal candles follow in procession 

lead by our deacon or priest. The Paschal candle 

held high leads the procession to the chant 

“Lumen Christi the light of Christ”. 

 

The Easter proclamation the Exsultet 

proclaiming this is the night when Jesus rose 

from the dead demands to be sung as it has been 

for over eighteen hundred years. The church 

then arises in full light as we listen to the 

readings recalling God’s intervention 

throughout history to save his people. 

 

The celebration of Mass starts with the magnificent  Gloria 

sung to a ringing of bells heralding the Risen Christ.  

 

The liturgy of Baptism continues with the central theme of 

sharing in Christ’s Passover from death to new life. New 

candidates are received into our Church to the Litany of the 

Saints. In a prayer stretching back to the early Church, God’s 

blessing and the power of the Holy Spirit is called upon the 

waters. The blessing of the baptismal water is completed by 

the immersion of the paschal candle into the water three 

times. The new candidates are now part of the Church. We 

renew our baptismal promises as God’s chosen people. 

 

The  Liturgy of the Eucharist. The theme is Christ’s paschal 

mystery: we now share as a community in that same event. 

Gathered as His body, the Church makes Christ present, alive 

and active to continue the work of redemption here and now.                                                                       

 

Christ is the light that shines in the darkness, the true light 

that has come to enlighten all people. We can embrace it, 

set ourselves alight with it, and shine hope into the lives of 

anyone who is seeking it. It is now time for us, refreshed 

and enlightened, to make Christ’s light and presence alive 

in our communities.                                                  Alex .                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZVwuc_CNswY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u7xu3NQ5GNE


 3 

With prayer and air of hope for the future 
 

There is now an air of hope and optimism that we are now 

cautiously escaping this virus, a virus that has seen many 

changes to our normal way of life. This optimism 

coincides with spring and the promise of better weather 

and the opportunity of leaving the solitary confines of our 

homes and the joy of seeing our loved ones and friends 

again and indeed the opportunity of vacations be it home 

or abroad.  

 

We are slowly returning to our churches and parish 

communities for our celebrations of mass and the chit chat 

outside recalling some of the frustrations and sadness that 

have affected each and everyone of us. 

 

Serrans have been no less affected, we have not been able 

to meet for our celebration of mass for vocations, listen to 

our chaplains deliver talks and keep us motivated in our 

mission and enjoy our friendships. Our visits to other 

clubs or our external work gone. We have missed all that 

but now are excited at the opportunity of returning to our 

work. 

 

Over the last 12 months many of us have continued to be 

in touch either by What’s app, Zoom, reciting the Rosary 

or more recently Stations of the cross for vocations or 

simply by email or phone calls. 

 

One particular mode of communication came from  

Gerard Humphries of our North Cheshire club creating his 

weekly chatter now in its 54th week. His chatter reflected 

his experiences as a legal professional or his Serran 

encounters over his 50 + years in Serra many of which I 

included in these newsletters. 

 

Recently I asked Gerard to recall his experiences of Serra 

over that 50 years. He has willingly submitted his 

thoughts and experiences in the following article. 

 

I would sincerely thank Gerard for his commitment and 

dedication to Serra keeping us enlightened and entertained  

over this last twelve months. It is fair to say that at the end 

of each chatter Gerard would always remind us of our 

commitment to our mission with the simple words.  

 

“Please pray for vocations, especially priestly vocations, 

and pray for Serra and Serrans. Elizabeth and I pray for 

you”.                                                                    Alex 

 

Gerard Humphries 

I am 92.  I became involved with Serra when I was 38 or 

39. I was a founder member of Serra in North Cheshire.   
 

In those 50+ years I have attended over a thousand club 

meetings, so it follows that I have heard over a thousand  

 

short sermons from Serra Chaplains and speakers on our 

faith topics, attended about 800 masses at club meetings, 

(our early Chaplains needed some encouragement, but 

were eventually persuaded) and about 1000 times enjoyed 

the company of fellow Serrans.   

I have joined in about 40 national conventions, and also 

international conventions in USA, Rome, and London. I 

have got into the habit of at least one weekday a month 

offering Mass for priestly vocations.  I feel grateful to 

God for the above. Serra improved my spiritual life.  

 

Our activities, even before we were chartered as a club, 

potential Serrans wished to help seminarians, who in those 

days were expected almost to be monks during holidays.  

Several of them were invited to accompany potential 

Serrans to go with them to France and join in building 

work at a hospital which catered for boys of limited 

mental development. Our members worked hard, but also 

became very friendly with boys. But soon seminarians 

were permitted to wear ‘civies’ and live more normally, 

and the experiment was not repeated.  Some of our efforts 

were (we felt) successful, some apparently failed.  Though 

we were soon told by our Chaplains that our job was to try  

to encourage priestly vocations, and leave the rest to the 

Holy Spirit. 

 

We ran a Vocation Exhibition, hiring a hall, and inviting 

all the Orders to have a stall and someone to attend it. 

Many orders did so.  When we opened it to the public we 

got very few attenders. We felt it was not successful. 

Though one monk said that Orders met each other and had 

decided to cooperate more with each other. Today that 

exhibition is now part of a successful schools programme. 

We ran a football competition, it was a flop but eventually 

becoming the Serra soccer sevens for altar servers 

worldwide. 

In our early days, church students went to the seminary 

aged about 11.  They left their parents and their first 

vacation was not for months.  The boys went, not having 

been to the seminary, parents were very anxious.  So one 

year we managed to get a list of boys who were going to 

seminary; we wrote to parents’ and offered to take them 

by car, with their sons if they wished, and meet and spend 

some time with the priest teachers etc. I was amused when 

a boy’s Mother, after a good talking with one of the profs, 

and asked for questions wanted to know where he would 

wash, what about his laundry, and who would darn his 

socks.  He is now an experienced parish priest 

 

I introduced to our club the ‘31 Club’. Basically, we were 

allowed during Mass to address the congregation and ask 

them to promise (and to give us their names) to offer one 

weekday Mass for the next 3 years for vocations. Literally 

thousands of Masses were promised and offered. 

 

We ran all-night vigils:  We had a few retreats; we ran an 

art exhibition and awarded prizes; we ran an essay  
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competition, we visited seminaries; we ran Charter 

celebrations, we visited other clubs. We ran thank you 

Masses, for priests often with the presence of the Bishop, 

inviting all local priests, and quite a few attended. The 

churches were full.  They were asked to come 10 minutes 

early when they were addressed by me on vocation and on 

Serra. We ran thank you Masses (Altar servers awards) for 

servers who according to their parish priest deserved 

recognition. The Mass would be celebrated by the Bishop 

and the servers presented with a scroll, which some I 

know had them framed and put in their bedroom.  

 

We published a great book called “If one of you is ill” It 

guides ill people to use their suffering and/or boredom as 

a prayer for priestly vocations.  We made a little parcel 

containing ‘What is Serra?’ and a copy of ‘Stations for 

Vocations, and a copy of ‘If one of you is ill’ and 

expressed our willingness to speak to their parish etc.  

We sent such parcels to every parish Priest in the Diocese.   

Today, my friend Gerry Lanigan of North Cheshire sends 

cards on the anniversary of ordination to each Priest and 

deacon in the diocese. It is quite a job, guess how many 

get cards each year. A 100 priests and 55 Deacons. 

 

The above illustration of our activities obviously waxed 

and waned through the years.  Now, regrettably, our 

numbers are fewer, and our members are older (e.g.me).  

In our early days we found our average age was 39!  Now 

I would guess at 65-70.  Also, lockdown has prevented us 

meeting.   

 

Over the years there were significant developments.  We 

were originally men only, but in the 1980s lady members 

joined us. We originally dined out rather poshly, at a 

restaurant or hotel. We changed, to a more down-market 

restaurant, then to parish halls.  This was deliberate; we 

did not want finance to deter possible members. Also we 

learnt that our efforts seemed to be more welcomed if we 

spoke of all needing to pray for vocations and seek 

guidance as to what religious vocation to follow, but 

emphasis in the tremendous value of priests in making 

God’s presence in the Mass. 

So, we tried to foster vocations, but only sometimes did 

we feel we were getting anywhere. But, as we were often 

reminded, our job was to try, and accept that you never 

knew whether your efforts had any success. 

 

Please pray for vocations, especially priestly vocations, 

and pray for Serra and Serrans.  
                                                                           ……Gerard 

 

The above testimony by my friend Gerard Humphries as one 

of our longer serving members is an example of the 
commitment to our apostolate over some 50 years. We need 

more priests and consecrated religious to fulfil Our Lord’s 

call to provide more labourers for His harvest. 

                                                                             

 

 

Do we need more reasons to be Serran? 
 

You will know that Serra was founded in 1935 and has been 

aggregated to the “Pontifical work for priestly vocations” 

since 1951. At the beginning of this millennium the Holy 

Father now St John Paul invited Serra to celebrate 

“Vocations Day of the Great Jubilee Year” by coming to 

Rome. On December 7th 2000, thousands of Serrans met in 

St Peter’s Basilica for the celebration of Mass followed by an 

audience with the Holy Father. I would like to share with you 

some of the quotes from his address to Serra. 

 

“Dear Serrans, you are committed in a special way to 

promoting vocations. Never forget that yours must be above 
all a commitment to prayer. Prayer which is constant, 

unwavering and full of trust. Prayer moves the heart of God. 

It is the powerful key to resolving the vocations question. But 
at the same time prayer for vocations is also a school of life, 

as I had occasion recently to point out: by praying for 
vocations we learn to look with Gospel wisdom at the world 

and at each person’s need for life and salvation; it is a way 

of sharing in Christ’s love and compassion for all mankind.” 
 

Later in his address as he talks about the need to promote 

vocations and the responsibility of the laity in doing so he 

says to us. 

 

“Your commitment to fostering vocations, dear Serrans, fits 

into this ecclesial framework. Your dedication to it ensures 

that the problem of vocations does not remain a concern for 
pastors alone. Continue to make your contribution to this 

goal, in full harmony with your Bishops. Be people of 

communion, supporting your priests with active affection. 

With your characteristic charity, reach out to the needs of 

vocations among the poor. The good that flows from this to 
the Church will be a pledge of abundant gifts, which I 

willingly invoke upon each one of you and upon your 
movement through the motherly intercession of Mary, the 

Immaculate Virgin. With these sentiments, I cordially bless 

you all. 
 

Pope St John Paul reaffirmed that Serra is the lay arm of the 

Church in the promotion of vocations to the priesthood and 

consecrated life when he says to us:  

 
“That in many churches and dioceses we have become the 

Bishop’s right arm in that promotion” and asks us to 

continue in full harmony with the Bishops. 

 

That relationship with the Holy See continues today through 

the Congregation for the Clergy and the “Pontifical work for 

vocations”. In 2014 His holiness Pope Francis canonised our 

namesake Junipero Serra and reaffirmed us as the lay arm of 

the church in vocations promotion. He met us in Rome at our 

international convention of June 2017. And indeed continues 

to support us through the Congregation for the Clergy today. 
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Two Albanians, one persecuted for his 

faith, Father Ernest Simoni Troshani 
 

Pope Francis created Father Simoni, Cardinal in 2016. He 

was one of the last survivors of the terrible Communist 

persecution in Albania. He was imprisoned in inhumane 

conditions because of his fidelity to the Church and to the 

Successor of Peter, before winning freedom from a death 

sentence. 

 

Now 92, he recounted that in December 1944, an atheistic 

Communist regime came to power in Albania and sought to 

eliminate the faith and the clergy with “arrests, torture and 

killings of priests and lay people for seven straight years, 

shedding the blood of the faithful, some of who shouted, 

'Long live Christ the King,' as they were shot.” 

 

In 1952, Communist leaders gathered together the priests that 

had survived and offered them freedom if they distanced 

themselves from the Pope and the Vatican, which they 

refused to do. 

 

Fr. Simoni said that before he was ordained, he studied with 

the Franciscans for 10 years, from 1938 to 1948, and when 

his superiors were shot by Communists, he continued his 

studies in secret. “Two terrible years passed, and on 7 April 

1956. I was ordained a priest, the day after Easter, and on 

the feast of Divine Mercy, I celebrated my first Mass,” 
 

On 24 December 1963, as he was concluding Christmas Eve 

Mass, four officials served him an arrest warrant and decree 

of execution. He was handcuffed and detained. During 

interrogation, they told him he would be hanged as an enemy 

because he told the people, “We will all die for Christ if 

necessary.” He suffered immense torturing, but said that 

“The Lord wanted me to keep living. Divine Providence 
willed that my death sentence not be carried out right away. 

They brought another prisoner into the room, a dear friend 
of mine, in order to spy on me. He began to speak out against 

the party,” Fr. Simoni recalled. “I responded anyway that 

Christ had taught us to love our enemies and to forgive them 

and that we should strive to seek the good of the people. 

Those words reached the ears of the dictator who, a few days 

later, freed me from my death sentence”. 

 

Fr Simoni was given 28 years of forced labor instead, during 

which time he celebrated Mass, heard confessions and 

distributed Communion in secret. 

 

Fr. Simoni was released only when the Communist regime 

fell and freedom of religion was recognized. “The Lord has 
helped me to serve so many peoples and to reconcile many, 

driving out hatred and the devil from the hearts of men,” he 

said. 

He was given special dispensation not to be consecrated a 

bishop prior to the consistory. After the consistory, a visibly 

moved Pope Francis dried the tears in his own eyes and 

embraced the Albanian priest. 

The other devoting her life to serving the 

poor and destitute of the world,  

Anjezë Gonxhe Bojaxhiu 

 

 “In Mother Teresa’s smile, words and deeds, Jesus again 

walked the streets of the world as the Good Samaritan.” 

   She marked history travelling tirelessly the paths of the 

entire world, Mother Teresa has marked the history of our 

century: she defended life bravely; she served all human 

beings, always promoting their dignity and respect; she made 

the ‘losers of life’ feel the tenderness of God, the loving 

Father of all His creatures. She bore witness to the Gospel of 

charity, which is nourished by the free giving of the self until 

death. May her shining example of charity serve as a 

consolation and a catalyst for her spiritual family, for the 

Church, and for all of humanity.” 

 

"We know well what her secret was: she was filled with 

Christ and thus looked at everyone with the eyes and heart of 

Christ. She therefore had no trouble in “adopting” her poor 

as children.” She incarnated love 

“It is not surprising that the people of our time were 

fascinated by her. She incarnated that love which Jesus 

indicated as the distinctive mark of disciples: ‘By this all 

men will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for 

one another’ (John 13:35). 

“Let us not forget the great example left by Mother Teresa, 
Let us always have the courage to give priority to the human 

person. Superhuman motive that transfigures the 
countenance of the poor. ” Blessed Pope Paul VI  

 

“The work of Mother Teresa shows the inexhaustible 

potential energies of good, the resources of the human heart, 

are unveiled. They are poured out and become operative 

when the leaven of personal sacrifice, as well as of courage, 

makes them, with God’s help spring up and sets them to 

work. 

 The charitable undertaking becomes witness; a double 

witness of witness consists in the silent preaching, of not 

only the necessity but the possibility of resolving the 

problem. This is something to marvel at. A new element has 

emerged. It is the superhuman motive that transfigures the 

countenance of a poor hungry person, a sickly child, a person 

with leprosy, a formidable criminal and a feeble man on his 

deathbed into the mysterious countenance of Christ.” 

 

Apostle of brotherhood and the messenger of peace 

“The person whom we are honouring today is just such a 

witness to this supreme value: man, the image of God, the 

member of Christ and the mirror of the one who gazes and 

discovers there himself, finds here a brother. Humble Mother 

Teresa, in whom we like to see the thousands and thousands 

of people dedicated full-time to the personal service of the 

most needy, becomes an example and symbol of the 

discovery, in which lies the secret of the world’s peace….  
 

Anjezë Gonxhe Bojaxhiu was canonised  

St Teresa of Calcutta, 4th September 2016 
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During this period when we have many restrictions to our 

normal work many of our clubs meet using today’s 

technology.  
Serra Meets is a monthly series of six virtual lectures from 

leading clergy and experts on the topic of Catholic vocations, 

designed to inspire you and keep you connected to our 

mission as our ministry moves online. 

 

Past speakers included our Episcopal Advisor to Serra 

International His Eminence Cardinal Thomas Collins talking 

about his experiences and criteria for accepting candidates 

for priestly vocations listen to his talk 

 

Our Next Serra Meets: April 10, 2021 at 5pm. GMT 

Please join us for our next “Serra Meets” with  

Most Reverend Bernard Hebda, Archbishop of Saint Paul 

and Minneapolis. His topic will be, "Vocations, Through the 

Mercy of God"   Click on this link below to join our speaker 

(Our speaker for May 8th to be confirmed) 

 

Each lecture will last one hour and will take place in an 

online live webinar format the second Saturday of each 

month at 5.00pm GMT. 

 

Patterned after regular Serra meetings, Serra Meets events 

will open and close with prayer, speaker introductions, 

feature a notable keynote speaker(s), and followed with a 

Serra business topic. This is opportunity for Serra clubs 

internationally to come together during this time of COVID. 

Serra Meets is organized and hosted by the US Council of 

Serra International.   

 

Sr Elaine Penrice FSP, Director 

of the National Office for 

Vocations for England and 

Wales, and a recent speaker at 

our South Herts club.  

“To embrace one’s vocation, is 

the road to profound peace. It 

colours everything in our life. 

Whether we are called to 

religious life, holy orders, 

marriage, or single discipleship, 

the Church needs us all to witness “The riches of the glory 

of this mystery, which is Christ” (Col. 1:27). 

The Vicar of Christ 

 
A little girl with Down 

syndrome, got up from her seat 

during a papal audience and 

went toward the Pope. The 

security guards quickly moved 

in to take her back to her 

mother. The Pope stopped and 

said to the girl, "come sit next 

to me.” The girl then sat down 

near him and the Holy Father 

continued to preach holding 

hands with the little girl.” 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not 

hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as 

these” (Matthew 19:14) 

 

Vocations Sunday 25 April 2021 

The Holy Father’s Message  

“The Dream of Vocation” 
Reflecting on this year “The year of St Joseph” Saint Joseph 

suggests to us three key words Dream, Service and Fidelity 

for each individual’s vocation.  The Holy Father inspired by 

the life of St Joseph interpretes these three key words.  

 

The first word Dream, everyone dreams of finding fulfilment 

in life. We rightly nurture great hopes, lofty aspirations that 

ephemeral goals – like success, money and entertainment – 

they cannot satisfy. If we were to ask people to express in 

one word their life’s dream, it would not be difficult to 

imagine the answer: “to be loved”. It is love that gives 

meaning to life, because it reveals life’s mystery.  

 

The second word, Service marks the journey of Saint Joseph 

and that of vocation. His service and sacrifices were only 

possible, however, because they were sustained by a greater 

love: “Every true vocation is born of the gift of oneself, 

which is the fruit of mature sacrifice. The priesthood and 

consecrated life likewise require this kind of maturity. 

Indeed, we only have life if we give it; Saint Joseph has 

much to tell us in this regard. 
 
The third word Fidelity. Joseph is the “righteous man” who 

daily perseveres in quietly serving God and his plans. At a 

particularly difficult moment in his life, he thoughtfully 

considered what to do. He did not let himself be hastily 

pressured or yield to the temptation or act rashly, simply 

following his instincts or living for the moment. Instead, he 

pondered things patiently. He knew that success in life is 

built on constant fidelity to important decisions. This was 

reflected in his perseverance in plying the trade of a humble 

carpenter that made no news in his own time, yet has 

inspired the daily lives of countless fathers, labourers and 

Christians ever since. For a vocation – like life itself – 
matures only through daily fidelity. 

 

Read the full text of the Holy Father’s message or visit our 

News and Events page on our website. 

https://youtu.be/P_J2xmDtGNM.
https://serraus.org/serra-meets/
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/vocations/documents/papa-francesco_20210319_58-messaggio-giornata-mondiale-vocazioni.html
http://www.serragreatbritain.org.uk/news-events#newsletter


 7 

 

Does your parish have 

“Adoration for Vocations” 

 

It is difficult at this time but you 

can still browse through the 

resources page on our website, 

to help you focus on prayers for 

vocations during that special 

time with Our Lord. Download 

and print for vocations. Let us 

pray for all men and women 

who are contemplating their 

future work and lives. May they 

consider Our Lord’s call in their 

lives. 

 

May the month of the Holy Rosary. 
 

During this month we should take time out from our day to 

reflect and pray The Rosary to Mary, especially when we are 

all living through such  uncertain times. 

 

The word Rosary means "Crown of Roses". Our Lady has 

revealed to several people that each time they say a Hail 

Mary they are giving her a beautiful rose and that each 

complete Rosary makes her a crown of roses. The rose is the 

queen of flowers, and so the Rosary is the rose of all 

devotions and it is therefore the most important one. The 

Holy Rosary is considered a perfect prayer because within it 

lies the awesome story of our salvation. With the Rosary, we 

meditate the mysteries of joy, of sorrow, of glory and of 

light. It's a simple prayer, humble so much like Mary.  

 

It's a prayer we can all say together with Her, the Mother of 

God. With the Hail Mary we invite Her to pray for us. Our 

Lady always grants our request. She joins Her prayer to ours, 

it therefore becomes ever more useful, because what Mary 

asks She always receives, Jesus can never say no to whatever 

His Mother asks for. 

 

With your prayer made together with Your heavenly Mother, 

you can obtain the great gift of bringing about a change of 

hearts and conversion. Each day, through prayer you can 

drive away from yourselves, from your home and loved ones 

many dangers and many evils. Pope Francis has also asked 

for us to take special time this month to say The Rosary. 

 

“ I invite you to pray the rosary, 
and to carry it in your hands or 

in your pockets. The recitation of 

the rosary is the most beautiful 
prayer we can offer to the Virgin 

Mary. It is a contemplation on 
the stages of the life of Jesus our 

Saviour with his Mother Mary. 

It is a weapon that protects us 

from evils and temptations.”     

 

 

Serra International Rosary for Vocations 
 

On the last Saturday of every month, you 
are invited to join the world in a recitation 

of the Rosary for vocation.  
The Serra International Rosary continues 

Saturdays, April 24th, May 29th at 2.00pm 

GMT thereafter the last Saturday of every 
month in 2021. Join us free, use Access 
Code: 314-315-91. At 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/314315981 

 
A Serran “Rosary for Vocations” 

Downloaded here: or our web site: resources page. 

Consider, praying the Rosary at our Zoom meetings with the 

intercession after each decade. Mary. Mother of vocations. 

Pray for us. Finish with our Serran Prayers for vocations: 

 

Serran prayer for vocations: 

O God, Who wills not the death of a sinner, but rather that he 

be converted and live, grant we beseech You, through the 

intercession of Blessed Mary, ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her 

spouse, Saint Junipero Serra, and all the saints, an increase in 

labourers for Your Church, fellow labourers with Christ to 

spend and consume themselves for souls, through the same 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Serran prayer for perseverance of vocations: 

O God, You have constituted Your only-begotten Son, 

supreme and eternal priest, for the glory of Your majesty and 

the salvation of mankind:  grant that those whom He has 

chosen ministers and dispensers of His mysteries, may be 

found faithful in fulfilling the ministry they have received. 

Amen  

The Serra GB Conference 2021 

  
Our National board has decided to cancel our National 

Conference due to take place in October. 

We are arranging a smaller meeting of our board and 

members to take place as soon as Covid 19 allows. 

-------- o ------- 

Serra International Convention 
 

Toronto June 2021 Convention Postponed 
As the world works to manage and control the pandemic 

affecting international travel, and in the interest of the 

health and safety of our Serrans all over the globe, the 

Serra International Board made the decision to postpone 

the Toronto June 2021 convention until next year. 

However, as we expect most parts of the Serra world to 

be in a better position in terms of Covid-19 vaccinations 

and a decline in infection rates this Autumn, we have 

scheduled a streamlined Serra International Convention 

experience in Chicago on October 7-10, 202 

 

 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/314315981
Rosary%20for%20Vocations%202019.docx
http://www.serragreatbritain.org.uk/our-resources#vigilvocation
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MARCH 2021 "THE SERRAN" MAGAZINE 

FROM ADVERSITY, OPPORTUNITY 
 

When I was the rector of a seminary I asked about 50 

seminarians we had at that time, “What led you to the 

seminary?” About 45 of the 50 replied – was the example of 

a priest. 
Thomas Cardinal Collins, Archbishop of TorontoEpiscopal 

Advisor to Serra International 
https://www.serrainternational.org/sites/default/files/march

%202021%20serran%20magazine%20web.pdf 

 

 
 

Vocations Ireland have formed a team with  the U.K. to 

work on a European music project with Austria, 

Germany, Switzerland, The Netherlands and Croatia. We 

are hosting an online music competition with the theme of 

Vocation.  This project is open for 18-35's. 

Visit our website www.vocation-music-award.com 

You will see and hear some of last year's winners so will 

see the caliber of entries.  Click on the English section for 

more details. 

It’s just a joke 

A man, strolling past the mental hospital suddenly 

remembers an important meeting, his watch has stopped, and 

he cannot tell if he is late or not. Then, he notices a patient 

similarly strolling about within the hospital grounds. 

Calling out to the patient, the man says, "Pardon me, sir, but 

do you have the time?" The patient calls back, "One 

moment!" and throws himself upon the ground, pulling out a 

short stick. He pushes the stick into the ground, and, pulling 

out a spirit level, assuring himself that the stick is vertical. 

With a compass, the patient locates north and with a ruler, 

measures the precise length of the shadow cast by the stick. 

Withdrawing a slide rule from his pocket, the patient 

calculates rapidly, then swiftly packs up all his tools and 

turns back to the man, saying, "It is now precisely 3:29 pm, 

provided today is April16th, which I believe it is." 

The man can't help but be impressed by this demonstration 

and sets his watch accordingly. Before he leaves, he says to 

the patient, "That was really quite remarkable, tell me, what 
do you do on a cloudy day, or at night, when the stick casts 

no shadow?"  

The patient holds up his wrist and says, "I suppose I'd just 

look at my watch." 

 “Grant me, O Lord, a sense of humor. Allow me the 

grace to be able to take a joke to discover in life a bit of 

joy, and to be able to share it with others” 

 

Contact information for the clubs of  

Serra Great Britain 

 

District 60 

Liverpool 

We meet at 6.30pm 1st and 3rd Thursday of the month at 

the Cenacle Convent, Tithebarn Grove, Lance Lane, 

Liverpool L15 6TW. 

email; serra.liverpool@gmail.com  tel: 0151 724 6249  

Manchester 

We meet 1st Tuesdays of the month 2pm at Our Lady’s 

Parish Centre, Davyhulme Rd, Manchester. M41 7DS 

email; serramanchester@gmail.com  tel; 01625 477215 

North Cheshire 

We meet 1st and 3rd Thursdays of month 2.00 pm at Christ 

Church, Heald Green, Cheadle, Cheshire. SK83Dye 

email; serra.northcheshire@outlook.com. tel; 

01625477215 3876 

South Lancs 

For further information on Serra club of South Lancs 

email; secretary@serragreatbritain.org.uk   
or phone: 0151 724 6249 

 

District 62 

South Hertfordshire. 

We meet 2nd Tuesday of every month (except August) 

7.30pm at Our Lady and St. Michael's Church, Crown 

Rise, Garston, Herts WD25 0NE 

email; serrasouthherts.co.uk tel; 01923 661692 

 

District 63 

Dunkeld 

We meet last Tuesday of the month at 6 pm with Mass at 

7pm at St Joseph's convent, Lawside Rd, Dundee 

DD36XY. 

email; serra.dunkeld@hotmail.com tel; 01382 322920 

Glasgow 

We meet 1st and 3rd Thursdays, August to June at 7.30pm 

Millhill, Cardonald and University of Glasgow 

Chaplaincy (as programmed) 

email; serra.glasgow@aol.com  tel; 0141 571 8313 

Paisley 

For further information on Serra club of Paisley  

email;  secretary@serragreatbritain.org.uk    
or phone: 01505 321005 
 

 

 

 

Mary. Mother of vocations. Pray for us. 

St Junipero Serra. Pray for us. 

https://www.serrainternational.org/sites/default/files/march%202021%20serran%20magazine%20web.pdf
https://www.serrainternational.org/sites/default/files/march%202021%20serran%20magazine%20web.pdf
www.vocation-music-award.com%20
mailto:serra.liverpool@gmail.com
mailto:serra.manchester@virginmedia.com
mailto:serra.northcheshire@outlook.com.
mailto:secretary@serragreatbritain.org.uk?subject=
mailto:serrasouthherts.co.uk
mailto:%20serra.dunkeld@hotmail.com
tel:01382%20322920
mailto:serra.glasgow@aol.com
mailto:secretary@serragreatbritain.org.uk
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