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 Serra GB 
focus 

June 2021 
 

 
 “Thou are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my Church”.  

Matt 16:18 

To foster and promote vocations to the ministerial priesthood in the Catholic Church as a particular 

vocation to service, and to support priests in their sacred ministry. 

 

To encourage and affirm vocations to consecrated religious life in the Catholic Church. 

 

To assist its members to recognize and respond in their own lives to God’s call to holiness in  

Jesus Christ and through the Holy Spirit. 

Consider joining our Serran apostolate contact the editor Alex Duncan: serra.glasgow@aol.com 

 

Under the patronage of the His Eminence Most Reverend Vincent Cardinal Nichols  

For more information visit:  www.serragreatbritain.org.uk

serra.glasgow@aol.com
www.serragreatbritain.org.uk
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What did you do to pass time during 

lockdown? 
As we look back over this past year and now perhaps see 

the possibility of an escape from this dreadful pandemic, 

we can recall with gratitude that we have survived to tell 

the tale.  It is also with great sadness that we remember 

and pray for those not so fortunate, those who have lost 

loved ones or indeed still suffering the Covid effects. 

 

During lockdown when we were obliged to be indoors 

many would have found a daily routine which would 

certainly have helped, daily mass and spiritual 

communion online usually part of that routine. 

 

Summer is now with us and we can at least get outside, go 

to church and enjoy some freedom to wander our streets, 

countryside and have some normality back in our lives. 

 

For Ella and me, last Christmas, we were gifted with 

many jigsaws one of which was the interior dome of St 

Peter’s Basilica looking above the baldacchino on the 

main altar. The Jigsaw, some 1500 pieces rated as gold 

and difficult, addictively took some two weeks for us to 

complete.  

 
It certainly passed the time and brought back some great 

memories of our many visits to Rome and St Peter’s. 

Indeed, just sitting back and gazing at this towering 

dome designed by Michelangelo and the two meter high 

lettering round the copula which reads “Thou art Peter 

and upon this rock I will build my Church” and cornered 

by the mosaic medallions of the four Evangelists, the 

authors of the good news of Our Lord. 

 

 
Thoughts of past visits to Rome reminded us of the 

Solemnity of Sts. Peter and Paul on 29th June. 

Solemnity of the Sts. Peter and Paul 

June 29th 
 

 
 
There are two statues some 5.5 mtrs high standing either 

side of the steps leading to the basilica as if protecting this 

magnificent basilica, the largest in the world, and our faith. 

St Peter on the left, St Paul on the right.  

 

In St Peter’s right hand the apostle is holds two keys, one 

key is gold plated, representing the power to bind and loose 

in heaven, the spiritual authority, The other is silver plated. 

representing the power to bind and loose on earth, the 

temporal authority. They are symbols of the power 

promised to him by Christ at Caesarea of Philippi. In his left 

hand is the scroll bearing the words ET TIBI DABO 

CLAVES REGNI CAELORUM' (“I give the keys of the 

kingdom of heaven ")  

 

St Paul with his 2.8 mtr long sword in his right hand, a 

reminder of the means of his martyrdom. His left holding a 

book. On the book is the inscription, in Hebrew reading: "I 

can do all things in him who strengthens me", recalling the 

text from Paul's Letter to the Philippians.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Veneration of the two great Apostles, Peter and Paul, has its 

roots in the very foundations of the Church. They are the 

solid rock on which the Church is built. They are at the 

origin of our faith and will forever remain her protectors 

and her guides. To them Rome owes her true greatness, for 

it was under God's providential guidance that they were led 

to make the capital of the Empire, sanctified by their 

martyrdom, whence should radiate the preaching of the 

Gospel. 

 

St. Peter suffered martyrdom under Nero, in A.D. 66 or 67. 

He was buried on the hill of the Vatican where excavations 

have revealed his tomb under the main altar on the very site 

of Peter's Basilica.  

 

St. Paul was beheaded in the Via Ostia on the spot where 

now stands the basilica bearing his name. Down the 

centuries Christians in their thousands have gone on 

pilgrimage to the tombs of these Apostles. In the second and 

third centuries the Roman Catholic Church already stood 

pre-eminent by reason of her apostolicity, the infallible 

truth of her teaching and her two great figures, Sts. Peter 

and Paul.                                                                   …. Alex 
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St Junipero Serra; our patron saint, 

1713 – 1784 

Feast Day 1st July 

 

 
 

Born at Petra, Majorca, Spain, November 24, 1713, the son 

of Antonio Nadal Serra and Margarita Rosa Ferrer who spent 

their lives as farmers, Junípero Serra was baptized on the 

same day at St. Peter’s Church and was given the name 

Miguel José. In Petra, Serra attended the primary school of 

the Franciscans. At 15-years-old, he was taken by his parents 

to Palma to be placed in the charge of a cathedral canon, and 

he began to assist at classes in philosophy held in the 

Franciscan monastery of San Francisco. He was admitted as 

a novice at the Convento de Jesús outside the walls of Palma 

on September 14, 1730, and made his profession on 

September 15, the following year. He chose the name 

Junípero in memory of the brother companion of St. Francis. 

He studied philosophy and theology at the Convento de San 

Francisco. The date of his ordination to the priesthood is not 

known, though it probably occurred during the Ember Days 

of December 1738.  Serra obtained his doctorate in theology 

in 1742 from the Lullian University, Palma. He chaired Duns 

Scotus theology at the same university as primary professor 

in January 1749  

 

On April 13, 1749, with Francisco Palóu, Serra sailed for 

America. He landed in Vera Cruz, Mexico on December 7, 

1749. Although horses were supplied for the friars, Serra 

elected to walk the 250 miles between Vera Cruz and 

Mexico City. They reached San Fernando College on 

January 1, 1750, spending the previous night at the Shrine of 

Our Lady of Guadalupe. 

 

In less than six months, an urgent call came for volunteers 

for the Sierra Gorda missions. Serra was among the 

volunteers. During his apostolate in Sierra Gorda with the 

Pame Indians between 1750 and 1758, Serra not only 

oversaw construction of a church, which is still in use, but 

developed his mission in both religious and economic 

directions. Under his presidency of the missions, the 

missionaries of the other four towns also built mission 

churches.   

 

Serra learned the Otomí language and used a visual method 

of teaching religion. Zealous in preaching and in promoting 

both liturgical and popular devotions, he succeeded in 

bringing the Pame people to practice the faith in an 

exemplary way. Economically his mission prospered through 

the introduction of domestic animals, the fostering of 

agriculture, and the development of commerce. He also 

defended Indian rights against non-native settlers in a 

protracted contest over the valley of Tancama. During 

building operations on his church, he worked as an ordinary 

day labourer. 

 

He set out in mid-July of 1767 and reached Loreto the 

following April 1st. Residing  at the former Jesuit 

headquarters he assigned missionaries to the 15 missions 

between San José del Cabo in the south and Santa María in 

the north. Serra volunteered in 1768 to join expeditions to 

Upper California. On March 28, 1769, Serra left the mission 

at Loreto on mule-back, arriving at San Diego on July 1. En 

route, he founded his first mission at San Fernando de 

Velicatá on May 14. Serra kept a diary of his journey during 

which he suffered greatly from an infirmity in his legs and 

feet and had to be carried on a stretcher. 

 

Serra over the next 15 years founded nine missions: San 

Diego, July 16, 1769; San Carlos, Monterey-Carmel, June 3, 

1770; San Antonio, July 14, 1771; San Gabriel, September 8, 

1771; This was one of the largest, wealthiest, most 

productive missions. By 1829, San Gabriel mission had 

25,000 head of cattle, 15,000 sheep, perhaps the largest 

vineyard in Spanish California, and abundant crops of wheat, 

barley, corn, beans, peas, lentils and garbanzos. San Luis 

Obispo, September 1, 1772, San Francisco, October 9, 1776; 

San Juan Capistrano, November 1, 1776; Santa Clara, 

January 12, 1777; and San Buenaventura, March 31, 1782. 

He was present at the founding of Presidio Santa Barbara, 

April 12, 1782. 

 

Serra remained at San Diego until April 14, 1770, when he 

embarked for Monterey. From June 3, 1770, until his death. 

Serra died at Mission San Carlos, August 28, 1784, at the age 

of 70 and is buried in the floor of the sanctuary of the church 

he had built. By the end of 1784, Indian baptisms at the first 

nine missions reached the number 6,736, while 4,646 

Christianised Indians were living in them. 

 

The cause for Serra’s beatification began in the Diocese of 

Monterey-Fresno in 1934, and the diocesan process was 

finished in 1949. On September 25, 1988 he was beatified by 

Pope John Paul II. Pope Francis canonized Junipero Serra on 

September 23, 2015. during a Mass in Washington, DC. 

 

He is known as the Apostle of California. The Franciscan 

city names tell the story: San Francisco, Ventura (Saint 

Bonaventure), Our Lady of the Angels (Los Angeles) etc 

Documentary 

https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/st-junipero-serra-documentary/index.html
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Seven Cities of Gold, 

 
Seven Cities of gold is a 1955 historical adventure film 

directed by Robert D. Webb and starring Richard Egan, 

Anthony Quinn and Michael Rennie as Padre Serra. It 

tells the story of the eighteenth-century, Father Junípero 

Serra and the founding of the first missions in what is now 

California. The screenplay is based on the 1951 novel The 

Nine Days of Father Serra by Isabelle Gibson Ziegler. The 

tag line of the film was "This is the story of the making 

and the forging of California...when men chose gold or 

God, the sword or the Cross". Available on imbd , Google 

play or Amazon. 

 
The background to Our Serra International 

logo is the bell tower of the mission station 

San Gabriel Arcángel which rang out then 

and again   today  calling all to the service 

of Our Lord. 

Intercession 

Saint Junipero Serra, inspire us to follow your example 

of physical perseverance, doctrinal commitment, and 

spiritual discipline for the good of vocations for our 

Church. You were a model priest and missionary. You 

were a great Franciscan. May we too be great in all that 

we do.  

Prayer for Serrans 

O Lord, we pray for our own vocation: give us strength 

in our faith so that we do not fall with difficulties and 

are able to be generous in Your service. Send us, O Lord, 

many active laypersons for the work of Serra for 

Vocations. Grant us a great friendship among ourselves, 

and make Your love grow in our hearts, so that we may 

help many to leave all and follow You. We ask this 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Our Catholic population is increasing. We need more 

priests and religious, their numbers are declining. 
 

You, by joining Serra can assist in a more formal way of 

attracting vocations.  

You can join us at our masses for vocations.  

You can be involved in the many events we promote        

to assist our bishops and vocations directors.  

You can further develop your faith by being involved in 

discussions and listening to talks on faith subjects. You 

can become a friend of those who are likeminded in the 

propagation of our faith.  

You, most importantly, can join us in prayer for 

vocations. Contact us through our website or listings at 

the end of this newsletter. 

 

Don’t just sit there, You can join us. 

Do we need more reasons to be Serran? 
 

In the month of July, 

 

The feast of St Longinus 5th July. When the centurion who 

stood facing him saw how he breathed his last he said, 

“Truly this man was the Son of God!” …Mark 15:39 

 

Surrounding the sanctuary in St Peter’s basilica are four 

statues some 15ft tall St Veronica, St Helen, St Andrew 

and St. Longinus. The later the centurion who pierced the 

side of Our Lord. Longinus, nearly blind, was healed 

when some of the blood and water from Jesus fell into his 

eyes. He was killed for his faith and the remnants of the 

piercing lance are contained in one of the pillars of 

Bernini’s baldacchino on the main altar in the Basilica of 

St Peter’s in Rome. What a faith, what a saviour have we, 

that even a man who wounded the side of God can 

become a saint.  

 

Again, in these months of 

June and July, we are 

called to focus on the 

reality of the presence of 

the body and the blood of 

Christ in the Eucharist. 

Adoration provides us 

with the opportunity to do 

our humble part to 

console the tears of blood 

Christ shed in 

Gethsemane, and 

throughout His Passion. 

 

Does your parish have “Adoration for Vocations ” 

 

It is difficult at this time but you can still browse through 

the resources page on our website, to help you focus on 

prayers for vocations during that special time with Our 

Lord. Let us pray for all men and women who are 

contemplating their future work and lives. May they 

consider Our Lord’s call in their lives. 

 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0048603/
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The Holy Father’s Vocations Message 2021 

“The Dream of Vocation” 
 

Reflecting on this year “The year of St Joseph” Saint Joseph 

suggests to us three key words Dream, Service and Fidelity 

for each individual’s vocation.  The Holy Father inspired by 

the life of St Joseph interpretes these three key words.  

 

The first word Dream, everyone dreams of finding fulfilment 

in life. We rightly nurture great hopes, lofty aspirations that 

ephemeral goals – like success, money and entertainment – 

they cannot satisfy. If we were to ask people to express in 

one word their life’s dream, it would not be difficult to 

imagine the answer: “to be loved”. It is love that gives 

meaning to life because it reveals life’s mystery.  

 

The second word, Service marks the journey of Saint Joseph 

and that of vocation. His service and sacrifices were only 

possible, however, because they were sustained by a greater 

love: “Every true vocation is born of the gift of oneself, 

which is the fruit of mature sacrifice. The priesthood and 

consecrated life likewise require this kind of maturity. 

Indeed, we only have life if we give it; Saint Joseph has 

much to tell us in this regard. 
 
The third word Fidelity. Joseph is the “righteous man” who 

daily perseveres in quietly serving God and his plans. At a 

particularly difficult moment in his life, he thoughtfully 

considered what to do. He did not let himself be hastily 

pressured or yield to the temptation or act rashly, simply 

following his instincts or living for the moment. Instead, he 

pondered things patiently. He knew that success in life is 

built on constant fidelity to important decisions. This was 

reflected in his perseverance in plying the trade of a humble 

carpenter that made no news in his own time, yet has 

inspired the daily lives of countless fathers, labourers and 

Christians ever since. For a vocation – like life itself – 

matures only through daily fidelity. 

 

Read the full text of the Holy Father’s message or visit our 

News and Events page on our website. 

 

An Invitation to Consider the Call in 2021. 

 
The Right Reverend John 

Keenan, past chaplain to 

Glasgow Serra, invited 

guest at our conferences 

and today the Bishop of 

Paisley – whose remit also 

includes Priests for 

Scotland, reflects on this 

pandemic which we hope 

and pray is under control.  

 

Bishop John “Now, more than ever, we need witnesses 

and messengers to bring the Gospel to a world hurting 

and scarred by the Covid-19 pandemic, whose legacy of 

isolation, fear and sadness will need to be overcome by 

strong hearts and voices committed to sharing Christ’s 

message and ministry of healing, joy and hope.” 

 

Bishop John – has recorded this video message to invite 

young men and women to make 2021 the year they 

consider giving themselves to the Church and to the world 

as priests and religious to serve our communities and 

parishes. When the isolations of 2020 and 2021 are past, 

could yours be a voice for togetherness and community, 

for communion with God and with others? 

  

Happy days following the call to vocations. 
 

Father Ross Campbell, vocations 

director for the Archdiocese of 

Glasgow and chaplain to Glasgow 

Serra, said “After a few quiet years 

there are now some positive signs 

that an interest in the priesthood is 

picking up within the Archdiocese. 

We currently have five seminarians 

from the Archdiocese, including the 

three who will be ordained priests 

next year, studying in Rome.  

 

“We have two lads who 

will begin the Seminary 

Application process this 

summer with a view to 

beginning preparatory 

training for the 

priesthood at the  

Royal Scots College, 

Salamanca in January 

2022.  

 

“We also have around seven men coming to our discernment 

evenings. Over the last year they have taken place on Zoom 

due to the pandemic but hopefully, our meetings will soon be 

able to take place in person.”  

 

“While there is no doubt the pandemic has posed many 

challenges for the Church, I also believe it can be a moment 

of grace as well, particularly in terms of vocations – a chance 

for us to rediscover the centrality of the Eucharist in the life 

of the Church and in the life of the believer – where love for 

Christ in the Eucharist deepens, vocations usually follow.”  

 
 “Over the past months, I have spoken to a number of young 

men who have felt their love for Christ’s Presence in the 

Eucharist deepen as a result of the closure of churches during 

the pandemic. I truly believe that there are seeds of hope 

amidst all the challenges we presently face.”  ……Fr Ross 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/vocations/documents/papa-francesco_20210319_58-messaggio-giornata-mondiale-vocazioni.html
http://www.serragreatbritain.org.uk/news-events#newsletter
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4vfTpUMgZgk
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Sr Joachim, no stranger to Serrans 
 

 
 

Sr Joachim front row centre left with our National president 

and members of our South Herts club. 

 

Sr Joachim is a well 

known former parishioner 

who is a missionary in a 

very dangerous part of 

Ethiopia. She gave a very 

inspiring talk about her 

work and order at a Serra 

meeting in June of 2019. 

Her mother Helen Cooper 

was a member of Serra. 

 

Recently the Papal Nuncio visited Gode in Ethiopia and 

spent some time with Sr Joachim and her community. Prior 

to the Nuncio's arrival, the ladies Sr Joachim supports asked 

her about the visitor and the Pope, and then inquired whether 

they could write to the Holy Father describing the challenges 

in their lives and explaining how Sr Joachim and The 

Mission of Hope are helping. They did so… Sr Joachim 

received a rather pleasing reply from the Holy Father 

commending her and noting that the Friends of The Mission 

of Hope are among the most important 'collaborators' in her 

work.  

 

Dear Friends of the Mission, 

On the frontier of the Gospel everything is a possibility… 

anything can happen and probably will happen, and since 

I prove to be terrible at writing letters, I have decided 

(with a lot of prodding) to try to write events in no 

particular order over time, even if they are fragmentary; 

so that ‘The Friends of the Mission’ have the chance to 

somehow touch the reality of daily missionary life, which 

is made possible by your prayers and financial help. 

Rather than ‘A letter from the Frontier’ I share these 

fragments for your prayer, and I hope that it lets you see 

how important your spiritual and financial contributions 

are to helping us be where no one else is, and to do what 

no one wants to do. 

 

God Bless You.  …                                …Sr Mary Joachim 

FRAGMENTS FROM THE FRONTIER # 1 

  

Today is my ‘day off’: Saturday, a day to breathe, to pray 

and to ‘take it at a steadier pace than the frantic cascade of 

events that normally flow into my days… but yes you 

guessed it: A phone call at 7.36 am just as I was enjoying the 

leisure of extended thanksgiving after communion: “Sister 

there is a problem with the water pump!” ….. Honestly! Lord 

did you not realise it is the day off? … Yes, the collar of the 

main pipe taking the water to the water tower had well and 

truly cracked in the sun…Phone call to the prison… sorry no 

water today will let you know when we fix it… a trip into 

town later we found a replacement for the offending collar; 

then a small emergency when Wondu fell off the ladder 

trying to place it… Then when we flicked the switch there 

was not enough power for the pump, so we must wait to see 

if the electricity people will fix their problem… 

2(Same day!) 

Belesti, our guard came running up to me… “There are 

people who would like to visit our patient” he panted. A 

procession of three men, a child and two women entered the 

compound asking to meet with the lady we had received 

from the hospital earlier this week. She had been left at the 

gates of the hospital and had been diagnosed an HIV patient. 

Rather the worse for wear, we had received her in the hope 

that care and love would help her begin the path to recovery 

when we would be able to rent a room for her in the town 

and help her to get back on her feet with the right 

medication. Her visitors, we discovered, were her two 

brothers and friends who after a few moments decided to 

take her home with them to another part of the country. Our 

guest was delighted, from being a seemingly forgotten, and 

sickly woman, she suddenly turned into a member of a 

caring family who was happy to receive her back. We waved 

them off, to the sound of their thanksgiving for the care and 

love she had received (after they had taken numerous photos 

and questioning if Blanca, our Spanish volunteer was my 

daughter!). 

3. 

She stood among the other women to finish washing her 

children’s clothes, but there was something different about 

her face, so I went up to her and asked if anything was 

wrong. She turned to me, half ashamed but in pain and 

explained that her ‘husband’ and the father of her three 

children had woken up irritated in the night at the fact that 

their eleven month old child had dirtied himself and had hit 

her hard over the ribs. As I brought her to rest in a room  

separate from the others. I could see that it was not just a 

bruised chest, but the' straw that broke the camel’s back.’ 

She rested all day, and I told her that if she wanted to stay 

with us in Galilee, she did not have to go back… The smile 

on her face as she realised that she was safe in our house, 

was worth all the pandemonium caused by her three little 

ones all under the six years of age. The three year old runs in 

and out of every room he can find entry into, and there have 

been some near disasters avoided by the help of the angels, 

when we discovered that the eleven month old ‘tottering tot’ 

had discovered how to enter the kitchen and turn on the 
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knobs of the cooker…the poor little ‘big sister’ at five felt 

responsible for both her brothers and helping her mother. 

Thankfully, we had an Ethiopian priest with us for a few 

days, and I invited him to visit the husband involved. There 

are always two sides to a story: he was a soldier for eight 

years, four of which had been spent in Somalia on active 

service, this has surely left him with wounds, not only 

physical, but the signs of PTSD were evident in our 

conversations. Suffering from HIV, as his wife, he had 

refused to start medication and so our first objective was 

this…. I am happy to say that he has begun his first month of 

ART, and we have conversations every few days, preparing 

for a meeting with husband and wife. Whatever the outcome, 

the Mission of Hope was precisely this: to break the isolation 

of both, by offering friendship and immediate practical help. 

The fact that they are Muslim meant that we could pray 

together to the one God we believed in, even if we 

understand him differently; and they discovered the space 

offered by the Charity of Christ, to rest and take stock, and to 

take up the journey of their lives. 

  

FRAGMENTS FROM THE FRONTIER #2 March 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Planting the land with onions. 

 

• We have planted our land with onion and the nursery was 

transplanted today by the ladies who happily went to work in 

the field. They managed to get a lot done before the sun got 

too hot. It is lovely to see the land become productive, not 

only in that it begins to produce fruits but also that the whole 

house begins to lose the savage unkempt look it had taken on 

in the time the mission was closed. 

• One of the things I have had to learn in the mission is that 

nothing ever goes as planned! We have had no water for 

three days which meant that the prison also had no water, 

since they depend on us for a daily water supply. I was 

delighted to find someone, after two days who was sure that 

they could fix the problem. We bought the expensive piece 

necessary to be replaced and were all set to go when we 

discovered that he could not work because the power from 

the Electricity Source was not strong enough….So we made 

arrangements for the next morning (as the electricity was 

stronger then), only to discover that the plumber was not 

available… he would come in the evening… by which time 

he was in police custody for fighting! ‘On the third day’… 

we managed to have the plumber, the part, and the electricity 

all at the same time and in the same place... and we now have 

water! These are great events in the life of the mission, for 

since we had no water, we had not been able to have the 

ladies in the house, because together with their children they 

use a lot of water during the day washing both themselves 

and their clothes. I suppose if you are used to just turning a 

tap for fresh water to come gushing out you do not pay 

attention to how much water we all use in a day; in addition, 

we are in the windy season, where the desert dust seems to 

just lift off the ground and happily deposit itself everywhere; 

on you, on food as you eat and on all the utensils in the 

kitchen etc. The sand particularly likes to cover the children 

who look like they have not seen water for a year by the time 

they come to our house each morning! 

• Blanca, a Spanish volunteer has been working away at the 

little class she has of four or five children who are too old for 

the little ones in the KG class and need more stimulation. As 

Blanca is here, we have been able to separate the class and 

she takes care of the 

children in the morning. 

This means that the children 

get individual and personal 

attention, which is 

something that they all 

crave. We have seen the 

children streak ahead in 

their development in these 

weeks that Blanca has been 

here. Not only are they 

learning things like colours 

and numbers, but they learn 

how to concentrate, as well as to play and to treat each other 

well. These human lessons we normally take for granted are 

Planting the land with onions…. 

slowly but surely gaining a hold on our little ones! • Back to 

our ‘fighting plumber’, once I had my hands on him, a 

myriad of leaking taps, blocked pipes and toilets which did 

not flush impressed themselves on my mind. Like many who 

see us in the context of the Non-Governmental Agencies 

which deal with big amounts of money, he thought that we 

were the same, and so Mohammed was a little surprised 

when he saw the incredulity on my face when he casually 

asked me for what I considered to be an inordinate amount of 

money for his first work! This led to a discussion of who we 

are and what we are doing, with the result that the price came 

down a little. The trouble is that the big organizations have a 

large cash flow and really do not worry about spending 

money on artificially inflated prices, which seem reasonable 

relative to the costs in Europe or the States. For those of us 

who live close to the people and know the local prices, it is a 

hard reality to swallow! Anyway, sufficiently mellowed and 

happy to take on our broken and leaking taps and toilets, 

Mohammed arrived today and in three hours had all the 

plumbing in the main building up and running! I had been 

like a broken record asking for these things to be fixed three 

years ago…and in one fell swoop all was repaired!!! The 

ladies in particular are so happy to have the toilets and sinks 

in working order, and we all stood in admiration of the 

gleaming taps and the sound of a flushing toilet!!!  

“Ah the joys of the Mission!” 
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“ I invite you to pray the rosary, 

and to carry it in your hands or 
in your pockets. The recitation of 

the rosary is the most beautiful 
prayer we can offer to the Virgin 

Mary. It is a contemplation on 

the stages of the life of Jesus our 

Saviour with his Mother Mary. 

It is a weapon that protects us 

from evils and temptations.”     

Serra International Rosary for Vocations 
On the last Saturday of every month, you are 

invited to join the world in a recitation of the 

Rosary for vocation. Next Rosary continues 
Saturdays, June 26th, July31st at 2.00pm 

GMT thereafter the last Saturday of every 

month in 2021. Join us free, Access Code: 

314-315-981.  https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/314315981 

 
A Serran “Rosary for Vocations” 

Downloaded here: or our web site: resources page. 

Consider, praying the Rosary at our Zoom meetings with the 

intercession after each decade. Mary. Mother of vocations. 

Pray for us. Finish with our Serran Prayers for vocations: 

 

As Covid restrictions ease we are 

continuing to meet using today’s 

technology. Serra Meets is a 

monthly series of virtual lectures 

from leading clergy and experts on 

the topic of Catholic vocations, 

designed to inspire you and keep 

you connected to our mission. 

Past speakers included our Episcopal Advisor to Serra 

International His Eminence Cardinal Thomas Collins talking 

about his experiences and criteria for accepting candidates 

for priestly vocations listen to his talk 

 

The Success of Serra Meets is now a routine webinar 

broadcast each second Saturday of the month. Our Next 

Serra Meets: June 12th, 2021 at 5pm GMT, when Serra 

International Past President 

Chainarong Monthienvichienchai  

of the Serra Club of Bangkok, 

Thailand, will speak to us about 

engaging young people in our 

vocations mission. Each lecture will 

last one hour online. Click this link 

for each meeting, to join our 

speakers.  

Patterned after regular Serra meetings, Serra Meets events 

will open and close with prayer, speaker introductions, 

feature a notable keynote speaker(s), followed with a Serra 

business topic. This is opportunity for Serra clubs 

internationally to come together during this time of COVID. 

Serra Meets is organized and hosted by the US Council of 

Serra International.   

Prayer for Serrans 

 
O Lord, we pray for our own vocation: give us strength 

in our faith so that we do not fall with difficulties and 

are able to be generous in Your service.  Send us, O 

Lord, many active laypersons for the work of Serra for 

Vocations. Grant us a great friendship among ourselves, 

and make Your love grow in our hearts, so that we may 

help many to leave all and follow You.  We ask this 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Serra GB Conference 2021 

  
Our National board has decided to reschedule our 

National Conference due to take place in October.  

The expectation is that we will arrange a smaller 

meeting of our board and members and join with 

our National Chaplain Father Anthony Cogliolo 

in Wilmslow, assuming Covid 19 allows. 

-------- o ------- 
Serra International Convention 

 

TORONTO JUNE 2021 CONVENTION POSTPONED  

 

SERRANS will meet in CHICAGO, OCT. 7-10, 2021 

REGISTER FOR THE CHICAGO 2021 CONVENTION 

HERE. 

As the world works to manage and control the pandemic 

affecting international travel, and in the interest of health 

safety of our Serrans all over the globe, the Serra 

International Board made the decision to postpone the 

Toronto June 2021 convention until next year. 

However, as we expect most parts of the Serra world to 

be in a better position in terms of Covid-19 vaccinations 

and a decline in infection rates this Autumn, we have 

rescheduled a streamlined Serra International 

Convention in Chicago on October 7-10, 2021! The 

convention kicks off with the opening Mass at 5 pm on 

Thursday, Oct. 7, and concludes with the Mass at 8 am 

on Sunday, Oct. 10. 

 

----------0---------- 

MARCH 2021 "THE SERRAN" MAGAZINE 

FROM ADVERSITY, OPPORTUNITY 
 

“When I was the rector of a seminary I asked about 50 

seminarians we had at that time, ‘What led you to the 

seminary?’ About 45 of the 50 replied – “was the example of a 

priest.” 
Thomas Cardinal Collins, Archbishop of Toronto Episcopal 

Advisor to Serra International. 
 

https://www.serrainternational.org/sites/default/files/march

%202021%20serran%20magazine%20web.pdf 

 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/314315981
Rosary%20for%20Vocations%202019.docx
http://www.serragreatbritain.org.uk/our-resources#vigilvocation
https://youtu.be/P_J2xmDtGNM.
https://serraus.org/serra-meets/
https://www.serrainternational.org/sites/default/files/march%202021%20serran%20magazine%20web.pdf
https://www.serrainternational.org/sites/default/files/march%202021%20serran%20magazine%20web.pdf
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Vocations Ireland have formed a team with the U.K. to 

work on a European music project with Austria, 

Germany, Switzerland, The Netherlands and Croatia. We 

are hosting an online music competition with the theme of 

Vocation.  This project is open for 18-35's. 

Visit our website www.vocation-music-award.com 

You will see and hear some of last year's winners so you 

will see the caliber of entries.  Click on the English 

section for more details.  

 

Also launched is a new Newsletter entitled Vox aimed at 

young people and will come out 4 times per year. Issue 1 

 

It’s just a joke 
 

One sunny day in May 2021 

An old man approached the White House from across 

Pennsylvania Avenue. He spoke to the U.S. Marine standing 

guard and said, "I would like to go in and meet with 

President Trump." The Marine looked at the man and said, 

"Sir, Mr. Trump is no longer President and no longer resides 

here." The old man said, "Okay", and walked away. The 

following day, the same man approached the White House 

and said to the same Marine, "I would like to go in and meet 

with President Trump." The Marine repeated, "Sir, as I told 

you yesterday, Mr. Trump is no longer President and no 

longer resides here." The man thanked him and, again, just 

walked away. The third day, the old man approached the 

White House and spoke to the very same Marine, saying 

again, "I would like to go in and meet with President 

Trump." The Marine, understandably irritated at this point, 

looked at the man and said, "Sir, this is the third day in a row 

you've been here asking to speak to Trump. I've told you 

each time that he's no longer the President and no longer 

resides here. Don't you get it?" The old man looked at the 

Marine and said, "Oh, I understand. I just love hearing it." 

The Marine snapped to attention and said, "See you 

tomorrow, Sir." 

“Grant me, O Lord, a sense of humor. Allow me the 

grace to be able to take a joke to discover in life a bit of 

joy, and to be able to share it with others” 

 

Contact information for the clubs of  

Serra Great Britain 

District 60 

Liverpool 

We meet at 6.30pm 1st and 3rd Thursday of the month at 

the Cenacle Convent, Tithebarn Grove, Lance Lane, 

Liverpool L15 6TW. 

email; serra.liverpool@gmail.com  tel: 0151 724 6249  

Manchester 

We meet 1st Tuesdays of the month 2pm at Our Lady’s 

Parish Centre, Davyhulme Rd, Manchester. M41 7DS 

email; serramanchester@gmail.com  tel; 01625 477215 

North Cheshire 

We meet 1st and 3rd Thursdays of month 2.00 pm at Christ 

Church, Heald Green, Cheadle, Cheshire. SK83Dye 

email; serra.northcheshire@outlook.com. tel; 

01625477215 3876 

South Lancs 

For further information on Serra club of South Lancs 

email; secretary@serragreatbritain.org.uk   
or phone: 0151 724 6249 

 

District 62 

South Hertfordshire. 

We meet 2nd Tuesday of every month (except August) 

7.30pm at Our Lady and St. Michael's Church, Crown 

Rise, Garston, Herts WD25 0NE 

email; serrasouthherts.co.uk tel; 01923 661692 

 

District 63 

Dunkeld 

We meet last Tuesday of the month at 6 pm with Mass at 

7pm at St Joseph's convent, Lawside Rd, Dundee 

DD36XY. 

email; serra.dunkeld@hotmail.com tel; 01382 322920 

Glasgow 

We meet 1st and 3rd Thursdays, August to June at 7.30pm 

Millhill, Cardonald and University of Glasgow 

Chaplaincy (as programmed) 

email; serra.glasgow@aol.com  tel; 0141 571 8313 

Paisley 

For further information on Serra club of Paisley  

email;  secretary@serragreatbritain.org.uk    
or phone: 01505 321005 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary. Mother of vocations. Pray for us. 

St Junipero Serra. Pray for us. 
 

www.vocation-music-award.com%20
Vox%20Issue%201%20(2)%20(1).pdf
mailto:serra.liverpool@gmail.com
mailto:serra.manchester@virginmedia.com
mailto:serra.northcheshire@outlook.com.
mailto:secretary@serragreatbritain.org.uk?subject=
mailto:serrasouthherts.co.uk
mailto:%20serra.dunkeld@hotmail.com
tel:01382%20322920
mailto:serra.glasgow@aol.com
mailto:secretary@serragreatbritain.org.uk
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