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BHE Informal consultation information sheet 
 

IFCA remit and core duties, underpinned by the Marine and Coastal Access Act (2009):  

• Sustainable exploitation of sea fisheries resources and balancing socio-economic needs. 

• Protection of Marine Conservation Zones (MCZ) & European Marine Sites (EMS), which fall 

under the Marine Protected Area (MPA) umbrella. 

• The Sussex Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority (IFCA) District extends from 

Chichester Harbour in the West to Rye Harbour in the East and out to 6 nautical miles from the 

baselines. 

 

Marine Protected Areas 

• The UK Governments have set out their aim to recover and protect the richness of our marine 

environment and wildlife through a well-managed network of marine protected areas. 

• MPAs are defined geographical areas of the marine environment established and managed to 

achieve long-term nature conservation and sustainable use. 

• Marine Conservation Zones are an example of a Marine Protected Area that support a range of 

nationally important, rare or threatened habitats and species, which are referred to as 

features.  

• Beachy Head East MCZ is one of the 91 MCZs that have been designated within English waters. 

 

Our work with Natural England 

• Conservation Advice packages are produced by Natural England to help inform the decision-

making process required for fisheries management.  

• IFCAs work with NE on acceptable interpretation of this advice to complete an assessment of 

fishing gear interactions with the designated site features. 
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Beachy Head East MCZ 

Designated in May 2019, the Beachy Head East MCZ site is a large, inshore area covering 

approximately 195km². It is located east of Beachy Head and runs to Hastings, extending just 

beyond 6 nautical miles offshore. The site covers 3 fishing stations, Eastbourne, Bexhill and 

Hastings. A small portion (3km²) falls outside the Sussex IFCA district, which sits within the Marine 

Management Organisation’s jurisdiction. 

 

What features are present within the site? 

Beachy Head East MCZ has a sandstone / chalk reef system which provides a home for a wide 

range of species. Between Beachy Head point and Holywell a chalk reef extends from the subtidal 

area up to the coast and white cliffs, forming sheltered rock pools at low tide. These holes can also 

house crabs, sponges, anemones and worms. Chalk extending above the high-water mark 

supports rich littoral chalk communities, such as unique assemblages of seaweeds. Marine chalk is 

a globally rare habitat, a large proportion of which is contained in Kent and Sussex, including 

within the Beachy Head East MCZ site.  

 

Short-snouted seahorses and Ross worm reefs are also found within this site. Ross worms build 

tubes from sand and shell fragments. Large colonies can form reefs, stabilising the seabed, 

providing shelter for other flora and fauna, and therefore increasing the quantity and diversity of 

species in the area. High and moderate energy circalittoral rock features provide habitats for a 

wide variety of species due to the varying conditions that can be found in these areas (Defra, 

2019). The site is also considered an important nursery area for herring, plaice and dover sole. 

 

How are features classified? 

Surveys are carried out by Natural England to ascertain the condition of each feature at a site. The 

outcomes of these surveys result in the publication of ‘Conservation Objectives’, which help 

inform the development of the MCZ recommendations, Impact Assessments and management 

measures for the site. The conservation objectives for each site state whether the protected 

habitats and species should be either maintained in favourable condition or brought into 

favourable condition if they are not already in favourable condition. These objectives are 

described by the General Management Approach (GMA) for each feature, and this is one of the 

factors considered when developing proposed management options. The condition assessment for 

the features of Beachy Head East MCZ are detailed in table 1, below.  
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Table 1. Designated features found within Beachy Head East MCZ, and the General Management 

Approach (GMA) for each of these features 

Feature General Management Approach 

High/moderate energy circalittoral 

(subtidal, animal dominated) rock 

Recover to favourable condition 

Subtidal chalk 

Ross worm reef (Saballeria spinulosa) 

Peat and clay exposures 

Subtidal sand Maintain in favourable condition 

 Subtidal coarse sediment 

Short-snouted seahorse (Hippocampus 

hippocampus) 

Littoral chalk communities 

 

 

Figure 1. Beachy Head East MCZ designated feature map with Natural England broadscale 

habitat map and Natural England MCZ designated point features. 
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What fishing activities take place within the site? 

• Mobile Gears: Trawling (otter, beam, small pelagic); Dredging (scallop) 

• Static/Passive Gears: Netting (trammel, gill); Potting (lobster, crab, whelk, prawn/shrimp); 

Traps (cuttlefish) ; Hook/lure and line 

• Gathering: Intertidal hand gathering  

• Recreational: Angling, potting & netting 

 

Information on fishing activity is gathered by the following means:  

• Sightings data collected IFCAs on patrols in the district 

• Catch returns – MMO and Sussex IFCA 

• Inspections conducted at sea and on the shore by IFCA officers  

• Remote monitoring (VMS+, iVMS, AIS) 

• Consultation with fishers 

 

The process for management proposals 

After considering the features within an MCZ, and their locations, as well as the location and 

intensity of different fishing activities, proposed management options can be developed. These 

aim to minimise interactions between designated features and the fishing activities to which they 

are most sensitive, delivering the conservation objectives whilst minimising disruption to 

important fisheries 
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Current management in BHE MCZ  

 

Table 2. Current Management for fishing activities occurring within Beachy Head East MCZ. The 

table also outlines whether further management is required to meet the Conservation 

Objectives of the site. 

Sussex IFCA 

Byelaw 

Detail Is Further Management 

Required? 

Vessel Length 

Byelaw 

Restricting size of commercial 

fishing vessels to a maximum of 14 

metres overall length 

Considered to be sufficient 

management 

Fishing 

Instruments 

Byelaw 

Defines permissible fishing 

equipment. No scallop dredging 

within 3nm, suction dredging for 

bivalves and dredges for seed 

mussel 

Further management for 

Dredging activities is required 

within Beachy Head East MCZ to 

meet the sites Conservation 

Objectives 

Shellfish Permit 

Byelaw  

Defines the max number of lobster, 

crab, whelk and cuttlefish 

pots/traps.  Catch and effort data 

submitted and analysed 

Considered to be sufficient 

management for 

Potting/Trapping activities 

within Beachy Head East MCZ 

Fixed Engine 

Byelaw 

(proposed 

Netting Permit 

Byelaw) 

Defines where nets can be deployed 

nearshore and mesh ranges to 

protect salmonids and juvenile bass   

Considered to be sufficient 

management for Netting 

activities within Beachy Head 

East MCZ 

Scallop Closed 

Season Byelaw 

Prevents scallop dredging during 

maximum growth periods and 

recovery post spawning, 1st June to 

31st October 

Further management for 

Dredging activities is required 

within Beachy Head East MCZ to 

meet the sites Conservation 

Objectives 

Nearshore 

Trawling 

Byelaw  

Protects nearshore essential 

habitats within 750 metres of 

MHWS   

Further management for 

Trawling activities is required 

within Beachy Head East MCZ in 



6 
 

 order to meet the BHE MCZ 

Conservation Objectives 

Proposed 

Minimum Size 

Byelaw 

Reduced juvenile mortality Byelaw is yet to be implemented 

– if implemented, minimum size 

management would be seen as 

sufficient 

Proposed Hand 

gathering 

Byelaw 

Controls hand collection Byelaw is yet to be implemented 

– if implemented, hand 

gathering management would be 

seen as sufficient 

 

Proposed management options for Beachy Head East MCZ: 

Current management for the following gear types is considered SUFFICIENT in meeting the 

Conservation Objectives of Beachy Head East MCZ: 

• Potting/trapping 

• Static netting 

• Angling 

• Hand Gathering – Providing the proposed Hand Gathering Byelaw will be implemented 

within the site 

 

Current management for the following gear types is considered INSUFFICIENT in meeting the 

Conservation Objectives of Beachy Head East MCZ: 

• Dredging 

• Trawling 

 

As part of the IFCAs assessment of fishing activity within the MCZ, and interactions with the MCZ 

features, it was concluded that mobile gears would likely have an impact on the conservation 

objectives of the more sensitive features. The rationale behind management options which allow 

mobile gears to operate in certain areas within the site is that current levels of activity on the 

more mobile sediments isn’t considered to have caused a negative impact on the conservation 

objectives. Subtidal sand and coarse sediments are a highly mobile feature with faster recovery 

rates. 
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Assessment of current fishing activity within the MCZ identifies the following features as requiring 

additional trawling/dredging management, due to their sensitivity: 

o High/moderate energy circalittoral rock 

o Peat and clay exposures 

o Ross worm reefs (Saballeria spinulosa) 

o Subtidal chalk 

 

In response to this, the IFCA have created four potential management options for all mobile 

fishing gear types within Beachy Head East MCZ to protect the designated features outlined 

above, and which are detailed on p. 9-12. 

 

Please note: around 3km² of Beachy Head East falls outside the Sussex IFCA district (Please see 

Figure 1). Therefore, it is not in the Sussex IFCA remit to implement fisheries management within 

this section of the site, and this will be led by the Marine Management Organisation (MMO) 

 

This informal consultation is the first stage of the Byelaw making process and is designed to allow 

Sussex IFCA to collect feedback from stakeholders on proposed management options for analysis 

and consideration when formulating a draft byelaw. 

 

Once the Beachy Head East MCZ Informal Consultations have been concluded, Sussex IFCA will 

undertake the following steps: 

• Informal Consultation responses will be analysed. These responses will assist the Sussex IFCA 

with creating a Draft Byelaw for the Beachy Head East MCZ site. 

• The draft Byelaw will be presented to the Authority at a Sussex IFCA quarterly committee 

meeting to confirm it is ready for formal consultation. 

• The draft Byelaw will then undergo Statutory Consultation. We encourage responses from 

individuals from a wide range of backgrounds, including fishers, businesses, and residents. 

• Depending on the responses to the draft Byelaw at the Formal Consultations, some 

amendments may be made to produce a finalised Byelaw. 

• This finalised Byelaw will then be sent to the MMO for quality assurance checks. 

• The Byelaw is then submitted to Defra and the Secretary of State for approval. 

• The Sussex IFCA will then publish the Byelaw. 
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Proposed management maps: 

For the purposes of Informal Consultation, Sussex IFCA have produced 4 potential bottom towed 

gear management boundaries. The Questionnaire, which accompanies this information sheet, 

provides the opportunity to feedback on these different proposals. 

 

Aside from Option 1, the proposed management options cover the priority features within the 

MCZ site with either a 100m, 200m, or 500m boundary, from which bottom towed gears will be 

excluded, with the lines of the exclusion zone drawn accordingly. Options 2-4 also include in the 

inclusion or exclusion of management for two outlying observations of features within the site. 

 

Option 1 – Full Beachy Head East site closure to bottom towed gear 

• Please note, the small section of Beachy Head East MCZ to fall outside the district will not 

have management implemented by IFCA, as it is the responsibility of the MMO. 
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Option 2 – 500m bottom towed gear boundary around reef habitats 

• Please note – option 2.1 has a 500m boundary around the 2 outlying points 

• Option 2.2 does not include the 2 outlying points in the bottom towed gear exclusion zone 
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Option 3 – 200m bottom towed gear boundary around reef habitats 

• Please note – option 3.1 has a 200m boundary around the 2 outlying points to the East 

• Option 3.2 does not include the 2 outlying points in the bottom towed gear exclusion zone 
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Option 4 – 100m bottom towed gear boundary around reef habitats 

• Please note – option 4.1 has a 200m boundary around the 2 outlying points 

• Option 4.2 does not include the 2 outlying points in the bottom towed gear exclusion zone 


