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BEACHY HEAD EAST MARINE CONSERVATION ZONE 

Marine Protected Areas Byelaw 2023 Schedule 5 

FAQ’s 

 

Why are you holding a second formal consultation? 
In August 2023, we invited stakeholders to participate in a statutory formal consultation on the proposed 

management measures for Beachy Head East Marine Conservation Zone, proposed within Schedule 5 of the Marine 

Protected Areas Byelaw. As a result of this formal consultation, additional evidence was submitted to the Authority, 

resulting in an amendment to the proposed Byelaw Schedule. We are holding a second, formal consultation to 

allow stakeholders to consider and respond to the amended management measures. The amendment for 

consultation, is the addition of approximately 11 square kilometres to the Zone 1 towed gear exclusion zone, in 

response to evidence submitted by Natural England detailing the presence of Sabellaria reef in this area.  

 
 

Why are you proposing this Byelaw? 
Part of Sussex IFCA’s statutory duty is to ensure the conservation objectives of Marine Conservation Zones are 

furthered. We achieve this by introducing protective regulation for fishing activities within the Marine Protected 

Areas in our district. We are aiming to introduce this Byelaw to meet Defra’s deadline of having suitable 

management measures in place by the end of 2024. 

 

What are you trying to protect? 
Beachy Head East Marine Conservation Zone is designated for a suite of important habitat and species ‘features’, 

including circalittoral rock, subtidal chalk, ross worm reef, peat and clay exposures, Short-snouted seahorse and 

littoral chalk communities. Natural England, as the Statutory Nature Conservation Body responsible for the site, 

produce conservation advice for Beachy Head East Marine Conservation Zone, which identify the type of activities 

that are likely to impact the features of the site and would prevent them from achieving the target of ‘favourable 

condition’. Using this information, we have worked with Natural England to develop management of the site, 

ensuring the ecosystem is protected as far as it can be, whilst retaining some access for fishing activities that will 

not impact the conservation objectives.  

 

Are you banning fishing from the Beachy Head East Marine Conservation Zone? 
No. Fishing activities that are considered low impact and will not have a significant impact on the site and its 

designated features, such as potting, netting and recreational rod and line fishing, will be allowed to continue. 

Fishing with towed gear will be prohibited from an area of the site, Zone 1, where it is likely to interact with and 

damage designated ‘features’ – habitats and species known to be present. These zones have been identified using 

the most up to date evidence for the designated features within the site that we have, though we have to consider 

that these may change if new evidence is provided. 
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Why does the proposed Byelaw prohibit ‘Towed Gear’ and not just ‘Bottom Towed Gear’? 
Historically a small amount of pelagic towed gear fishing has happened within the site, for species including herring 

and mackerel. However, due to the shallow nature of the site, and the nature of the protected features including 

rocky outcrops and reef habitat, there is a high likelihood this type of towed gear could still interact and damage 

designated features.  

 

What’s the point of the formal consultation, you’re not going to change the proposed 

byelaw? 
We are listening to stakeholders and are prepared to amend regulation if suitable information and evidence is 

provided. We have considered the impact on commercial fishers through our impact assessment, and retained 

access for fishing activities where the type of gear will not impact the designated features of the site, in line with 

our objective of maintaining and promoting sustainable fisheries. We encourage people to respond if they are 

unhappy with anything written in the byelaw.  

 

How is this going to be enforced? 
Once the Marine Protected Areas Byelaw 2023 with the new Schedule 5 is introduced, we will share suitable 

guidance, advice and promotional material to educate stakeholders on the management measures in place and 

what it means for their activities. We are empowered under the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 to conduct 

enforcement activities in relation to the protection of Marine Protected Areas, and we expect to incorporate 

regulation and compliance patrols of Beachy Head East Marine Conservation Zone as part of our routine 

enforcement work.  

 

How can we ensure we will operate within the regulations applied by the new Byelaw? 
Once the Byelaw is approved and signed off by the Minister, Sussex IFCA will share and promote up to date 

guidance for stakeholders, giving clear instruction on the Byelaw itself, which will provide coordinates of the zones. 

We will issue guidance with maps to help clearly identify the zoned areas. Information will be provided on the 

Sussex IFCA website, and further enquiries can be directed to our admin@sussex-ifca.gov.uk email address. 
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