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Introduction
The Sussex Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority (IFCA) and its 

predecessor, the Sussex Sea Fisheries Committee, has collected data on 

observed fishing activity whilst on sea patrols. Since 2001, over 20,350 

vessels have been observed. 5,530 of these were between 2015 and 2019, 

the five year period which is the focus of this report. 

Methodology 
When the Fisheries Patrol Vessel (FPV) was at sea on routine patrols, the 

fisheries officers recorded fishing activity, including date, time, vessel 

name and PLN (port letters and numbers), latitude and longitude location 

of the fishing vessel, and fishing method (gear type). As the FPV is based in 

Shoreham, the area around this port is more frequently patrolled, 

therefore there are likely to be more observations in this area. To remove 

this bias, fishing effort was calculated by dividing the number of sightings 

by patrol effort. 

Patrol effort was calculated by applying a 2km buffer to the FPV track. This 

was considered the maximum distance at which a fishing vessel and its 

activity could be identified, under average conditions. The annual average 

area of sea patrolled per 1km2 grid cell was calculated. The number of 

fishing vessel sightings per 1km2 grid cell was then divided by the area of 

sea patrolled, to equal the number of fishing vessels per km2. 
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Angling - 

commercial 
 

Commercial angling 

occurred on registered 

fishing vessels which 

were licenced to sell their 

catch. The most 

frequently targeted 

species was European sea 

bass. 

The maximum fishing 

effort was 0.461 vessels 

per km2 and fishing 

vessels were observed in 

46 grid cells. 

Commercial angling was 

observed across the 

District with the highest 

effort south of 

Littlehampton.  
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Angling - 

recreational 
 

Recreational angling 

occurred on both private 

and charter vessels. Any 

catch was for personal 

consumption, not for sale. 

The maximum fishing 

effort was 0.642 vessels 

per km2 and fishing 

vessels were observed in 

230 grid cells. 

Angling vessels were 

observed across the 

District, with the most 

effort south of 

Littlehampton. This is the 

area in and around 

Kingmere Marine 

Conservation Zone, a 

renowned area for black 

seabream angling.  
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Dredging 
 

Two species were 

targeted by dredging; 

oysters and scallops. 

Oyster dredging was 

restricted to Chichester 

Harbour and scallop 

dredging was permitted 

only outside the 3 

nautical mile limit. No 

oyster dredging took 

place in 2018 or 2019. 

The maximum fishing 

effort was 3.066 vessels 

per km2. This was the 

highest fishing effort of 

any of the methods but 

fishing vessels were 

observed in the least 

number of grid cells (24). 

Dredging occurred in 

Chichester Harbour, 

south of Selsey and 

offshore Newhaven ς 

Eastbourne. 
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Netting - fixed 
 

Fixed or set nets were 

anchored to the seabed 

and could be gill, 

entangling or trammel 

types. They targeted a 

mix of species including 

sole, plaice, bass, cod and 

rays. 

The maximum fishing 

effort was 0.50 vessels 

per km2 and fishing 

vessels were observed in 

625 grid cells, the most 

widespread activity. 

Netting was widespread 

across the District, with 

the most effort observed 

between Shoreham ς 

Newhaven and 

Eastbourne ς Rye.  

 

 














