
 
Assessment Questions:  

 

 

Addition Prior Learning Assessment Question 8 and 9:  
Objective: I can solve problems involving addition. 

           I can solve word problems.  

NC  NAS 3 : solve addition and subtraction two-step problems in contexts, deciding 
which operations and methods to use and why.  
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Problem Solving Tasks:  

Mastery 1:  Most suited for children who made errors in Question 8 or will benefit from 
exploring missing box type questions further.  

For this activity the children are presented with addition sums already laid out.  This 
time, the children are presented with the answer and need to use their knowledge of 
number bonds and addition facts to help them to work out the missing digits in the 
amounts that have been added together. The children are also presented with trickier 
questions towards the end of the task, where tens and ones have been carried so 
encourage the children to spot when this has happened.   

Key Questions:  

• What strategies can we use? How are we going to find out the missing boxes?  
• What information do we have ? How can this help us?  
• How many more is needed to make the digit 8? How did you work this out?  
• Why is this question a little trickier to work out?  
• Will the inverse (subtraction) help us here?  
• Are you happy with all of the boxes you have filled in? Can you suggest a way of 

checking your answers? 

Mastery 2:  Most suited for children who demonstrate errors in Question 9 of the prior 
learning assessment and will benefit from being presented with word problems.   

The children are presented with a selection of word problems. Question 1a and 2 
encourage the children to apply solely addition methods. Encourage the children to use 
a range of mental and written methods where appropriate.   

Question 1b and 3 require the children to use basic subtraction skills as well as addition 
skills. Encourage the children to pick out what they are required to do.  

Key Questions:  

• Which parts of the text give you this information? 
•  Which parts should I underline or highlight as these are the most important? 
• What amounts have I got that will help me? What do I need to do with these 

amounts?  
• Can you explain the  methods/ strategies are you are using to add? Why? Is 

there a more efficient strategy you can use?  
• How can you check that you are correct? 
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NOTE: These word problems involve simple multistep problems. More multistep 
problems can be found in subtraction, multiplication and division mastery once the 
children have secured other calculation methods.  

 

Mastery 3: Most suited for children ready to apply a range of addition methods and 
explore fluency and efficiency.  

Over this unit of lessons, the children have been exploring a range of mental and 
written strategies to use when presented with addition sums. This task encourages the 
children to work through a variety of different addition questions, selecting the most 
efficient method to use. The children should use a variety of strategies so that they 
can move along the track as quickly as possible. Before the children start the task, you 
may want to recap/remind the children of the following strategies:  

• Written formal method  
• Partitioning  
• Place value knowledge  
• Using number bonds 
• Doubling and near doubles  
• Rounding  

Answers:  

Mastery 1:  

 



Mastery 2:  

1a) 64  

b) 11 

2) £1483 

3) 737 

 

Mastery 3: 
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