
 
 
Teacher Input Ideas for teaching times tables:    
When teaching times table facts to children these principles may help:  

• Showing the children arrays of objects to help them to understand how 
multiplication works.  

• Understanding that multiplication is commutative so that the sums can be 
written either way. This helps to mentally work out multiplication sums as we can 
change the positions of the amount help. for example 2 x 9 may be each to count 
in 9s than in 2s.  

• Looking for patterns such as odd and even numbers and relationships with other 
times tables, such as the relationship between 2 and 4 times table, 4 and 8 
times table and 3 and 6 times table.  

• Using knowledge of easier/more familiar  times tables such as 5 and 10 to help. 
for example if I know that 10 x 3 =  30, then 9 times 3 is one group of 3 less so 
30 – 3 = 27. If I know that 5x 4 = 20, then 6 lots of 4 will be 24  

• Practising counting in songs and to rhythm to help to retain the order.  
• Regular repetition and practise.  

There are 3 activities provided for each of the times tables in the year 4 national 
curriculum : 6, 7, 9, 11,  12 and 25 Each times table has an activity for the children to 
count in the groups on a hundred square, read and write multiplications sums for that 
times table and to spot any patterns or facts about each times table.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Times tables         
Objective: I can recall times table facts 

NCNMD 1: recall multiplication and division facts for multiplication tables up to 12 × 12  

NPV1 : count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25 and 1000  
 
 
 
 

 
NC NASMD4: I can perform mental calculations. 
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