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Global Health Inequalities Persist

The OECD together with
the European
Commission has
published a report
showing the persistence
of health inequalities
and the prevalence of
obesity that is continuing
to increase across the
globe.

Inside This Issue;

e Diabetes and mental
health

e Aussie Bidding War

e News from around
the Globe

e News on sugar foxes

The report contains
nutrition profiles, which
capture the status of
nutrition at country,
regional and global
levels. The country
profiles aggregate the
very latest data on child,
adolescent and adulf
anthropometry and
nutritional status, as well
as intervention
coverage, food supply,
nutrition spending and
demography.

Find the statistics for your
part of the world here:

Advocacy Action: Use
the statistics for your
country or region fo start
a debate in your
Parlioment and raise the
profile of the challenge
in the media.
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POLITICSw

News on
Sugar Taxes

In our last newsletter
we reported on PDGN
Vice-President Dr
Mustafa Brahimi‘s
successful campaign
fo persuade the
Moroccan Parlicment
fo adopt a sugar tax.
The issue is gaining
ground around the
world but support is by
NO Means universal.

In South East Asia the
question is being
asked whether a sugar
tax will solve the
growing diabetes
problems in the region.
Several countries are
now considering the
rmatter.

PDGN monitors
rmaterials that can help
decision-makers and
produces briefings or
recommends ones on
particular issues. Ifwe
can help just get in
fouch.

Aus3|e Paries in a

al Government announced
e for type 1 diabetes
> more than

Welcome Tasmania

Congratulations to PDGN President
Guy Barnett MP on helping bring a
new cross-pany group to life, this

time in the Tasmanian Parliament.

The group

was set up |

last year

and

launched

on the

lawns of

Parliame

Nt House

in Hobart

with plans

to have a

numMmber of

events fo

get the message of Diabetes out
info the community.

Advocacy Action: Could PDGN

help you to set up a cross-party
group?
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NEWS FROM
AROUND THE GLOBE

(@& Pakistan - Concerns that Pakistan’s health Care
system might not be able to cope with the global
epidemic of diabetes have been expressed by Dr Azok Fazal
Pechuho, the country’s health minister. She says Pakistan
should not only focus efforts on the prevention of diabetes, buf
also develop science based natural remedies that can help
sufferers.

= ThailONd - GoOgle has launched an arfificial
m— infelligence program in Thailand to screen for a
diabetic eye disease which causes permanent blindness. The
program follows a similar Google program in India and
highlights a push by big tech companies fo show the social
benefits of new Al technologies.

m UK - New arrangements defermining who can receive

r4Im™ flosh glucose monitoring on the National Health
Service has been published that will result in a small

increase in the numibber of patients who will qualfy.

Israel - Israeli biotech firm Kadimastem aims to render
needles a thing of the past for diabetes patients. They
are developing a stem-cell mechanism that creates
insulin in the body.

Poland - A Polish team of scientists have won
I infernational recognition for making surgery on
diabetics safer. A team atf the Foundation for Research and
Science Development has found a solution to the damage
caused to DNA during transplantation of islets.

USA - The Arizona Diabetes Action Plan and Report is a
collaborative effort from multiple agencies. The report
was mandated by a House Bill last year. It was required to
include several statistics about diabetes in the State, efforts
that are currently underway, and a plan for reducing its
prevalence.

India - The annual South Asian Association for
I Regional Cooperation diabetes conference held in

New Delhi held discussions on best practice and
technical advances to improve disease management.

Imporance of
Understanding
Diabetes Type

Little annoys people with
diabetes more than
references to one type or
digbetes being confused with
another.

Grainne Flynn’s article is a
good insight to the thinking of
someone with the condition
and the need not to
discriminate between the
Type 1 and Type 2. All types
of diabetes are chronic, life
threatening condifions and
none are easier fo live with
than any other.

https://www.yahoo.com/news/divide-between-
eople-type-1-195250627.html

What's going on in
your part of the
world?

Please let us know what’s
going on in your part of the
world meeting the challenge
of diabetes.

Successes and failures are
equally valuable to share so
we can learn from one
another and lbecome more
effective advocates for
people with diabetes.

info@pdgn.co.uk
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Please Ask Your
Colleagues to Join

Our members are our
strength. Please ask your
colleagues to join, It's free

and there’s @
memibership form on our
website

b Www.pdgn.co.uk
=l info@pdgn.co.uk

DIABETIC
DRIVER

PDGN News

Thanks to support from a sponsor a comprehensive review of
PDGN is currently being undertaken with a likely completion date
at the end of May. The review will guide PDGN'’s future priorities
and activities. If you have been contacted to take part, thank you
for assisting this important project that is aimed to help deliver
what our memibers want and need to be the best advocates for
diabetes that they can.

PDGN was invited to sulbbmit an article to the influential
OpenAccessGovernment Publication. You can read it here:

https://www.openaccessgovernment.org/diabetes/59377/ Page 4 of 5
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Why Do South
Asians Have
Such High
Rates of Heart

Tech Access in UK
“Not Fit for Purpose”

ish Clinical

interested parties including

patients, clinicians,

Disease?

Research in the States is
beginning to uncover
why rates of heart
disease are so high in
this group.

For the last seven years,

a feam of researchers

at the University of

Callifornia, San Francisco

and Northwestern

University has followed

more than 900 South

Asians in Chicago and

the Bay Area. Their

ongoing study, known

as Masalg, for

Mediators of

Atherosclerosis in South

Asians Living in America,

has found that South

Asians tend to develop

high blood pressure,

high friglycerides,

abnormal cholesterol

and Type 2 diabetes at

lower body weights

than other groups.

South Asian men are

also prone to high

levels of coronary artery »w
calcium, a marker of
atherosclerosis that can
e an early harbinger
of future heart attacks 12

and strokes. O"‘:""ﬁ Pariamentarians
q‘.;- Gilobal Network

See also - Link between
digbetes and heart

. Prinfed and Published by PDEN,
disease.

Info@pdgn.co.uk
To unsubcribe simply emaill
unsubscibe to Info@pdgn.co.uk

commissioners and
inistrators.

Research Corner

Diabetes and Back Pain

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2019-
02-links-diabetes-pain.html

Hope for patients with
autoimmune disease

hitps://medicalxpress.com/news/2019-

03-freatments-patients-autoimmune-
disease.ntml

Kidney Disease in Type 1

http://care.diabetesjournals.org/content/
early/2019/02/25/dc18-2062
Deprivation linked to poor
blood glucose control
hitos://www.diabetes.co.uk/news/2019/
nmar/deprivation-linked-to-poor-blood-

glucose-control-in-type-1-diabetes-
Q7428963.html

More Reasons To Encourage
Good Blood-Sugar Control

https://www.endocrine.org/news-
room/2019/higher-risk-of-fracture-in-type-
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