
Aliwal belonged to Lieutenant General Sir Harry Smith,
a senior commander during the First Sikh War.  The little Arab 

was named after Smith’s victory at the Battle of Aliwal and 
proved to be Smith’s best horse. He was Smith’s only mount not 

to be sick, wounded or die during his military career. A 
remarkable feat considering that Aliwal travelled across Arabia 

to India, then to South Africa and later England during his 
years of service. He was also very obedient. A comrade 

recounted how Smith would ride Aliwal on troop inspections. 
He would gallop at his men as if to charge

them but without fail, Aliwal would stop suddenly 
very close to the troops! ‘As a charger, he was 

incomparable, gallant and docile;
as a friend, he was affectionate 

and faithful.’ 

Aliwal belonged to Lieutenant General
Sir Harry Smith, a senior commander 

during the First Sikh War

Aliwal


