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John Keil
154 BROMPTON ROAD - LONDON SW3 1HX

TEL: 01-589 6454 CABLES: KEILANTIQ

17th, 18th & early 19th Century
English Furniture & Works of Art

Also at

25 MOUNT STREET LONDON W lY 5RB
TEL: 01 449 8220

10 QUIET STREET BATH AVON
TEL: 0225 63176

Member of the British Antique Dealers' Association Limited
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Dining
without din.

Drinks
without crush.

You'llfind the Sheraton ParkTower
something of a haven for eating and
drinking.

In the Bar you won't bamboozle
the barman no matter how obscure a

cocktailyou might order.

You won't work up a

thirst trying to attract
his attention. Nor will
you feel that you've

joined an oversized

rugby scrum.
InThe Trianon

Restaurant you
can enjoy excellent

101 Knightsbridge,London SW1 7RN Tel: 01-235 8050.

traditional English cuisine. And your
conversation won't have to compete
withexcitable Mediterraneanshouting
and arm waving.

Discoverthe Bar, the Trianon
Restaurant and the CoffeeShop at the

Sheraton Park Tower.
You'llprobably be

surprised how reason-
ably priced eating and

drinking superbly in
an enjoyable atmos-
phere with attentive
and caring staff

really can be.
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"WA.ELLIS Specialists in Residential Property
in Belgravia, Knightsbridge, Kensington

and Chelsea...
foroverone hundred years."

W.A.ELLIS
174 Brompton Road
London SW3 1H P 01-589 2425
telex 943763 CROCOM G WAE

Estate Agents & Surveyors:Established 1868.
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CHAIRMAN'S .REPORT

Following our well-established precedent,
this report combines a review of the year's
events; an appreciation of the work of many
dedicatedmembersof the Association and its
specialistcommittees; and an appraisal of the
challenges that face the Association in the
coming twelve months in pursuance of its aims
of protecting and enhancing the environment
and amenities of Knightsbridge.

As usual, the main committee met at
intervals to consider matters of principle and to

receive the reports of the specialistcommittees
whichmet regularly throughoutthe year to
conduct the detailed work of the Association.
This has been a busy and eventful year for the
Association which has stretched our resources
both in man and woman power and the time
available for voluntary effort. Not only have
there been the routine planning applications to
consider and to comment upon, but also some
matters of fundamental importance for the area
and its future. These will be commented upon
as they arise in appropriate places in the report.

THE ENVIRONMENT

The main burden of work fell, as always,
upon the EnvironmentCommittee under its
indefatigable Chairman John Wallis and a
dedicatedgroup of hard-workingmembers
includingour two distinguished architects
Michael Wright and Jeremy Mackay-Lewis.
During the year the Committee was
strengthenedby the appointment of Richard
Robinson as vice Chairman. Frances Mackay is

retiring from the Committee after many years
of long and stirling service to the Association
and Libby Gillett, one of the Association's
founder members, is also retiring from
environmental work but happily is remaining
on the main Committee.

I have drawn attention in previous reports to
the heavy work load of this Committee.
Numerous applications for development for
the alteration of buildings have to be

considered,plans inspected,sites visited, and
continuous consultation maintained with the
planning departments of the local authorities.
Alreadycoping with this prodigous task, in
this period the EnvironmentCommittee dealt
with and commented upon a hundred per cent
increase in the number of planning applicitions
over those of the previous year.

The proposed redevelopment of 2-8a
Rutland Gate (which was formerly the West
German Consulate) has now reached an
important stage. Plans were preparedby the
developer's architect and discussed with the
EnvironmentCommittee. Following this a
publicviewing of the proposalswas staged by

the Association in Rutland Gate, by kind
permission of the British Antique Dealers
Association who lent their premises for the
occasion. The views expressed by our members
have encouraged the Committee to sustain our
efforts to make sure that any new buildingdoes
justice to this important site. The Association
was instrumental in saving the building that
forms the eastern entrance to Rutland Gate
when it was threatenedwith demolition,and it
is determined that a new building should form
a fitting compliment on the western side. It is

strongly felt that there is no justificationfor
office content to be allowed to creep further
westward into an area clearly zoned as
residential in the City Plan.

The development at 191 to 193 Queen's Gate
is now nearing completion. Here the
Committee has been most active in supporting
the interestsof our members inJays Mews who
have suffered much damage and inconvenience
during the work. The Committee's Chairman
has been able to help in producing a -climate
whichencouragedsettlementsof claims
betweenthe builders and residents without
recourse to legal proceedings,although some
claims remain outstanding.

The EnvironmentCommittee met with a
deputation from the Albert Court Residents
Association led by Major GeneralJ. D. B.
Smith who sought the Association's support in
resisting an application to build a further 10

flats on the roof of this listed building. We are
currently opposing this application and have
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enlisted support from the G.L.C. Historic
Buildings Division, The Victorian Society and

our local councillors.
A scheme for redevelopment of the famous

Lord Robert Workshops in BromptonRoad
has been consideredby the Committee. This
involves offices and residential accommodation
to be built behind the existing facade.
Retention of the facade is welcome, but there is

The dilapidated Upper Gardens, Rutland Gate.

objection to the alteration of the roof-line and

to over-development in the MontpelierMews
whichwould dwarf the existing Mews houses.

The state of the Gardens in UpperRutland
Gate gives great cause for concern to the
residents of this famous square and to the
public generally. The Association has
requested help and guidance from Westminster
City Council and the latest informationwhich
has been received is that the garden is once
again to be offered for sale.

In Trevor Street the applications for two
houses to be built on the site of two garages has

been considered.There is a case for completing
the line of the terrace although it seems that the
site could only accommodateone extra house
successfully.

The Committee is disappointed by the
outlineplanning permission given to erect a
penthouse on 1-5 Princes Gate, since this will
adverselyaffect the skyline as seen from Hyde
Park. This is a view which should always be
considered carefully when applications are
made for such roof extensions. Similarly the
Committee was unhappy about the permission
for an additional storey being approved for 59-
63 Princes Gate.

At 76 BromptonRoad the Association was
able successfully to resist an application for a
take -away licence being granted to the existing
restaurant as this developent was felt to be
detrimental to the neighbourhood.

The redevelopment of Relton Mews is now
well underway. Here the developers have
created a scheme which retains the human scale

of the existing houses and which is a good
example when placed against the recent
developments in the neighbouring Cheval
Place. The Environment Committee are very
pleased to support imaginative schemes which
retain the charm and scale for which this
neighbourhood is famous.

A draft paper has been received from
Westminster City Council giving guidelines
for alterations to mews premises. The
Committee is studying the document which
shows the importance of London's mews to
the capital's townscape,and which affect many
of our members in the future.

BROMPTON ROAD AND KENSINGTON
AND CHELSEA

The future of BromptonRoad continues to
concern the Association. This is particularly
true of the area which lies within the
boundaries of the Royal Borough of
Kensington and Chelsea with whom the
Association is anxious to develop the same
friendly relations and spirit of co-operation

• that it enjoys with Westminster City Council.
The last three reports have chronicled our
efforts to persuade the Royal Borough to place
the area of BromptonRoad west of Montpelier
Street in the conservation area to compliment
the buildings in the Westminster conservation
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area to the east.
Recently we opposed the application to

demolish Nos. 150-152 Brompton road and
21-25 Cheval Place. These houses opposite
BeauchampPlace, form a pleasant group which
helps to give characterto the area and the
piecemeal redevelopment of Cheval Place with
dark, heavy buildings is banishing much of the
charm of the street. Whilst office development
must, of course continue, there is so much
concern about unlet office space in Central
London that it must surely be wise to hesitate
before destroying familiarand attractive small-
scale buildings in order to build offices in
essentially residential areas.

The Association was most grateful for the
help and advice of the two local councillors for
Kensington and Chelsea Mr. CharlesPender
and Mrs. Fitzwilliams in our efforts to save the
buildings in BromptonRoad.

HERITAGE

The Heritage Committee under Richard
Robinson is concernedwith the long-term
protectionof the neighbourhood and in
attempting to replace some of the outstanding
features that have been lost in the past. In this
connection a study is being made of the
possibility of replacing railings round some of
the squares and replacing some of the old
lamps which stood on pillars both in the
squares and at the entrances to the residential
areas which border on Knightsbridge facing
the park. This is essentiallya long-term plan
which will require much study as well as,
eventually, some substantial funds.

The Committee is very pleased to report that
Ennismore Gardens is to receive an award
from Westminster City Council for the
delightful state of the gardens and the
Committee wishes to express its
congratulations to the Ennismore Garden
Committee for their efforts.

The Heritage Committee has very profound
misgivings about the futureof BromptonRoad
and is studying most carefully possible further
developments in that area. In co-operation
with interestedparties, The Georgian Group,
the G.L.C., The Civic Trust, it is examining
ways in whichprotectionmay be afforded to
the buildings which stand outside the
conservation areas.

Trevor Street, site of the proposed nen boluses.

Looking tonards Trevor Square from Tre or Place.
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RECEPTIONAT THE
LECTURE

"KNIGHTSBRIDGE
REVEALED"

Mrs Carol Seymour
Newton with Mr Sc Mrs
Kerman Gorman.

P.C. Gooderson,
The Metropolitan
Anthony of the
Russian Orthodox
Cathedral,
P.C. Bennie.

Mr. Algernon
Asprey

Miss Rosemary
Burgess. Mrs. Box -
Granger, Miss
Mary Elliston.

1

The Hon. Sarah
Wills, Mrs.
Elizabeth

Hawkins, Mr.
JulianMathews.

TheMayor of the
Royal Boroughof

Kensington&
Chelseawith Mr.

Neville Laboy itch.

Pictures by
Joanna Goodman

Mrs. Margaret
Riddell and Mr. &

Mrs. Ilan Peek.
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The Department of the Environment's
History of Buildings of Special Historical and
Architectural Interest is very incomplete
nationallyand nowhere is this more apparent
than in Westminster. A number of buildings of
fine quality have been missed and tragically
often the first one hears of it is when the
demolitionmen move in. This area was last
assessed in 1959, and criteria have changed
substantially since then.

In view of this the Heritage Committee has
made a number of applications for spot listing

this year. Nos. 235-241 Knightsbridge were
submitted and spotlisting was awardedon 239
and 241 and an agreement in principle that the
whole terracewould be listed when building
work has ceased.This was rather an odd reply
in our view, and has been questioned by both
the Association and Westminster City
Council.We were also successful in getting
Nos. 71-79 Knightsbridge listed. This is a fine
block built at the turn of the century by the
celebratedVictorian architect W. D. Caroe. It
stands opposite the French Embassyand is

worth close inspection.

DIPLOMATIC

This is the first year for some time that there
have been no applications for diplomatic or
quasi -diplomaticbuildings in Knightsbridge.
This is a long-termproblem which is of
considerableconcern to residents and the study
being made by Digby Digby Seymour is

nearing completion and should be ready in the
New Year.

It is gratifying to be able to report that 60
"Ennismore Gardens, the formerGambian
Embassy, is now reverting to residential use.
There is also a similar application pending in
respect of 48 Ennismore Gardens, the former

Iranian Consulate.
The Association, together with Kensington

and Chelsea Council had resisted the
establishment of a quasi -diplomaticbuilding
for Malaysia in Ennismore Gardens and
Brompton Square. This was becauseof the
number of similar diplomatic buildings in the
neighbourhood. The objections were overruled
by the Department of the Environmentand the
building conversion has taken place. It must be
said that the work is excellentand the rebuilt
and refurbished edifice is a credit to the
neighbourhood.

RUBBISH

There is no more importantfunction than
that undertaken by the Rubbish and Litter
Committee headed by Frances Rice. It is our
ideal to have Knightsbridge completely free of
litter and garbage, but this will rely as much
upon the co-operation of all residents and
traders in the area, as upon the efforts of the
local authorities. The Committee has

disseminatedmuch informationin the
neighbourhood about the times of refuse
collection in order that the streets should be
free of litter sacks at all other times.

During the year, the Lord Mayor of
Westminster openedthe new cleansing depot
in Relton Mews. The Association had fought
hard for the retention of this depot in the
reconstruction of the Mews and this view

fortunately prevailed and the new depot was
providedby the developer as a planning gain
for the neighbourhood. The Committee
maintains excellent relations with the
Cleansing Department at Westminster City
Council and with the local staff, and co-
operation is increasing in this importantwork.

Whilstimprovementsare becoming apparent
in the squares and residential areas, the litter in
the shopping streets is worse. Next year the
Association is planning a special effort in co-
operation with the local authorities. This is a
battle that has to be fought and won every day
of the year and the brave membersof the Litter
and Garbage Committee deserve the constant
appreciation of us all.
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Knightsbridge Barracks at Home to the Knightsbridge Association:
a party of members during the tour preceding the reception.

TRAFFIC

The motor car continues to be one of the
most intractable problems of the
neighbourhood. The routing of through
traffic by way of quiet residential squares and
streets is an attack on the peaceful enjoyment
of our homes, whilst parking, the illegal
parking by non-residents, and the lack of it for
the local population, is a constant irritant.

The Traffic Committee under Raymond

Burton has been trying to find some solutions
to these problems that are generally acceptable,
but this is a very hard task. A notable
contribution to its efforts has been made by
Richard Davie who is taking over from
Raymond Burton who inaugurated the
Committee and did so much to get to grips
with its problems.

WESTMINSTER CITY COUNCIL

The Association enjoyed its customary good
relations with Westminster City Council in all
departments and particularlywith the planning
department with which it has so many
dealings. The unfailingcourtesy and
helpfulnessof the officers has made an onerous
and time consuming task that much easier for
members who are naturallyall working on a
voluntary basis.

We are, as always, grateful to our two
councillors Mr. Anthony Prendergastand Mr.
ArthurJohnston for the enormous amount of
work that they continueto do on our behalf,
and also to the Member of Parliament for
Westminster, Mr. Peter Brooke, who always
takes a great interest in the Association's affairs
and manages to attend so many of our
meetings.
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SOCIAL AND EVENTS

In June the Association paid a delightfulvisit
to Knightsbridge Barracksby kind permission
of the Commanding Officer Lieutenant
Colonel A. H. Paker-Bowles. The Officers and

Mrs. Alicia Salter delivering her lecture
"Knightsbridge Revealed."

Men of the Blues and Royals were gracious
hosts and conducted members around the
barracks and stables in groups finishing with a

most enjoyable party in the Mess. The
arrangementsfor the visit were made by
Georgina Greene and it must count as one of

our most successful social events.
It was shortly afterwards that the horrific

bomb attack upon membersof the regiment
took place. The Association expressed its
shock and horror at the event and received an
appreciative reply. Due to the initiativeof
Sarah Wills an appeal was launchedby the
Association and contributions were sent to the
fund established for the wounded and the
families of those killed in the tragedy.

It was with pleasure that the Association was
able to repeat a lecture on the history of
Knightsbridge by one of members,Alicia
Salter, who lectures at the Victoria and Albert
Museum. This talk proved so popular when it
was first given that there were many requests
for it to be delivered again and so it tookplace
in the Lecture Hall of the Department of
Mechanical Engineering at Imperial College in
Exhibition Road by kind permission of the
Rector, Lord Flowers. Once again the event
was very well attendedand the lecture entitled
"Knightsbridge Revealed" was a huge success.

FINANCE

The Acounts which are circulated with this
Report show a healthy balance in favour of the
Association, but memberswill see that it is
being depletedbecause of the fact that our
expenses exceed the Association's income and
have done for the past two or three years. In
fact the deficitwould be very much larger if it
were not for the fact that so many expenses of
administration are borne personally by
members of the Committee. Whilst the
Association's capital may seem adequate it
must be understood that each time there is any
sustained effort in defence of buildings or
against unfortunate and unsightly
developments, funds have to be provided for

professional help and this is substantial in
relation to the Association's funds. For
instance, the Embassy Briefwhich has now
been prepared has to be submitted to Counsel
and the fees for that should be in the region of
£500. With inflation still proceeding, though at
a reduced rate, it is obvious that the
Association will have to undertake a major
fund raising operation some time next year and

it is hoped that this could be a pleasant
occasionfor members to enjoy. It should also
be noted that many membersare still paying a
historically small membership fee by bankers
order and it would be appreciated if they could
raise the figure to what is now the average
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membership fee. If memberscould see how
much work is put in by, for instance, members
of the EnvironmentCommittee who give so
willinglyof their time and expertise, I am sure
that they would feel that their small
subscription was well spent.

PREMISES

During the last few years the Association has
enjoyed the use of 21 Cheval Place both as a
postal address and a place to store our records.
This has been due to the kind hospitality of
LorraineBuckland who occupies the building.
Now due to the proposed redevelopmentof
that building following the decisionby
Kensington and Chelsea Council, the
Association must look for a new headquarters.

The Association is truly grateful to Lorraine
Buckland for her generosity and public spirit in
giving the Association a home for so long.

THE FUTURE

Every year the coming twelve months shows
the same picture. A continuing battle to
preserve this pleasant corner of Londonfor the
benefit of the residents and traders of
Knightsbridge and the many visitors who come
to shop and just to look at our pleasant streets
and squares.

The benefits of modern civilisation bring
their burdens and it requires constantvigilance
on behalf of those who love Knightsbridge to
preserve much of our heritage and its quiet
enjoyment.

I am grateful to the members of the
Committee who have laboured so hard during
the year and given so much of their so called

spare time to work for the Knightsbridge
Association and particularly,as always, to
Carol Seymour-Newton our Honorary
Secretary,on whom so much of the burden
falls.

May I say, too, how much I am grateful to
the general body of members of the
Knightsbridge Association without whose

supportand encouragementit would be
impossible to accomplish our work.

Neville Labovitch — Chairman,
November 29, 1982

TO THE TREASURER
THE KNIGHTSBRIDGE

ASSOCIATION
21 Cheval Place, London, S.W.7

BANKERS' ORDER This supersedes any
To the Manager previous order

Name of Bank

Address of Bank

Please pay
THE KNIGHTSBRIDGE ASSOCIATION
Bank Code: 60-60-03

Account No: 24088277

National Westminster Bank
64 Knightsbridge, London SW1

every year

the sum of starting on

Name/Address

Signature
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BY APPOINTMENT TO HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II

BAKERS

Justin deBlank
Provisions Ltd

-;••"114,1/'

HEAD OFFICE & FOOD SHOP

42 Elizabeth Street London SW1W 9NZ Telephone01 730 0605

EATING PLACES

54 Duke Street Grosvenor Square London W1M 5DS Telephone01 629 3174

ICA 12 Carlton House Terrace London SW1Y 5AH Telephone 01 839 6762

BAKERY SHOPS

46 Walton Street London SW3 1RB Telephone01 589 4734

Robert Troop 151 Earls Court Road London SW5 9RQ Telephone 01 370 1020

WHOLESALE BAKERY

Arch 115 Randall Road London SEll 51R Telephone01 582 9079

HERBS, PLANTS AND FLOWERS

114 Ebury Street London SW1W 9QD Telephone01 730 2315
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Hobart Slater Partnership
Estate Agents and Valuers

R.H. HOBART, ASVA. R.E. SLATER

1/3 Cheval Place, Knightsbridge, London SW7 1EW Tel: 01-581 3094/3253/2773

KNIGHTSBRIDGE PROPERTY
This month marks the first
anniversary of the Hobart Slater
Partnership and we are more than
delighted to say that it has been a
very successfuland enjoyable year
for us, and full of promise for the
future.

When we opened, in October 1981,

the market was fairly unsettled and
our conservative estimatesfor the
year ahead have far exceeded our
expectations. The support given us
has been extremelygenerous and
our sincere thanks go to the many
local residents whose help and
support has contributedgreatly to the
strength of our present position.

Knightsbridge is our main speciality

— the prime residential location that
we have concentrated on for many
years — as well as Chelsea,
Belgravia, Mayfair, Kensington,
Holland Park and Campden Hill.

Knightsbridgeproperty is always in
demand, however the volume has
increased sharply over the past few
months to the extent that we are
experiencinga relative shortage of
suitable property to satisfy the
demand.

We are pleased to report that almost
record prices have recently been
achieved for our Vendors, and we
are confident that with the most
recent falls in interest rates, and
increased confidence shown in the
residentialmarket priceswill rise by
between 10% - 15% in the
forthcoming months.

We see all Vendors and Purchasers
ourselves which we feel is essential
in order to gain a clear understanding
of their requirements and every effort
is put in to ensure that these are met.

Our Offices are open Monday to
Friday from 8.30 a.m. to 6 p.m. and on
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1

p.m.
However, we can be available at any
other time by prior arrangement.

If you would like to discussany
aspect of your property, or feel we
can help in any way, do please drop
in to see us.

Roger Slater and Robert Hobart.
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THE BASIL
STREET HOTEL
Knightsbridge London SW3 1AH
Telephone01-581 3311 Telex 28379

The Hotel
with charm and individuality;

. . . so very much

Knightsbridge

•

The Knightsbridge
I r

Valetino Company

Gentlemen's Gentlemen to Motor Cars
of the Nobility, the Very Rich,

and ALL Those Who Prefer Their
Vehicles in Showroom Condition,

inside and out.
For service second to none,

telephone 01-581 3781

or send your chauffeur around to:

Kingston House GarageLimited
Adjacent to:

Kingston House South Nos 1-32
Ennismore Gardens
KnightsbridgeSW7X-)Leycare

ESTABLISHED IN KENSINGTON 1830

J. H. KENYON

LIMITED

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

49 MARLOES ROAD, W8
Telephone: 01-937 0757

OTtl_

Knightsbridge

The Park Room.
Delightful for lunch with

friends or clients.
Hot or cold buffet £9.10

Weekdays only.
Reservations 01-235 2000.
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The Knightsbridge Association
21 Cheval Place, London, S.W.7.

Chairman
Neville Labovitch MBE

Hon. Secretary
Carol Seymour Newton

Hon. Treasurers
Diana Jenkins

Elizabeth Manzoni
Chairman of Environment Committee

John Wallis




