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Residential & Management
29-39 Harrington Road, SW7 3HW
Tel: 581 3771
For the sale of high quality flats and houses
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" in Knightsbridge, Kensington & Chelsea

Other offices at:

BAYSWATER HAMPSTEAD ESTATE MANAGEMENT
23 Leinster Terrace, W2 3ET. 1 Heath Street, NW3 6TP. Petersham House,
Telephone: 724 1222 Telephone: 431 1122 31-39 Harrington Road, SW7 3HW.

Telephone 01-581-1422
CHALK FARM HAMPSTEAD GARDEN SUBURB HEAD OFFICE
1 Chalk Farm Parade, 16/17 Hallswelle Parade, Druce House,
Adelaide Road, NW3 2BN. Temple Fortune, NW11 0DL 21 Manchester Square,
Telephone: 586 9661 Telephone: 209 0011 London W1A 2DD.
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COMMERCIAL e INDUSTRIAL ® HOTEL VALUATIONS ® INVESTMENT PROPERTIES
VALUATIONS e BUILDING SURVEYING AND PROPERTY MANAGEMENT




ROTHSCHILD ASSET MANAGEMENT

PRIVATE CLIENTS
DEPARTMENT

Contact Madeleine Gore

N M Rothschild Asset Management Limited
Five Arrows House, St. Swithin’s Lane
LLondon EC4N 8NR
Telephone: 01-280 5000
Fax: 01-626 1734

A Member of IMRO




John Keil

154 BROMPTON ROAD - LONDON SW3 1HX
TEL: 01-589 6454 CABLES: KEILANTIQ

17th, 18th & early 19th Century
English Furniture & Works of Art




% HOBART SLATER

Estate Agents and Valuers

We are very proud to offer a highly professional and confidential service in the
acquisition and sale of residential property in and around Knightsbridge.

R. H. HOBART A.S.V.A, R. E. SLATER
We have moved across the road to new and larger premises at 6 MONTPELIER STREET.

'Members of Knightsbridge Association & Knightsbridge Group'

6 Montpelier Street, London SW7 Tel: 01 581 8277




THE KNIGHTSBRIDGE GROUP

wishing all Knightsbridge Residents
a Merry Christmas
and
Happy New Year

Members
Austin Reed
Banque Nationale de Paris
Barclays Bank
Raymond Benardout
The Berkeley
Bonham’s
Capital Hotel
Charles Jourdan
Christie’s South Kensington
Harrods
Harvey Nichols
Hobart Slater
Hyatt Carlton Tower Hotel
Hyde Park Hotel
Jaeger
Kutchinsky
Lee & Pembertons
The Scotch House
Searcy’s
Sheraton Park Tower Hotel

Associate Members:

The Lifeguards,
Household Cavalry Regiment
The Royal Thames Yacht Club
Mr. Charles Michell




ROYAL COURT

HOUSE

162 SLOANE STREET LONDON SW1

Many of the apartments face
directly over Cadogan Place
Gardens to which all have
access. First class security
and amenities are provided.

A unique development of 24 superb apartments
housed within the most elegant yet thorough recon-
struction of a group of period buildings.

A small selection remains, ranging from 3-bedroom
apartments of over 2,000 sq.fl. to an exceptional
5-bedroom Penthouse of 3,200 sq.f1. plus terraces.

97 YEAR LEASES

Sole agents

DE GROOT
COLLIS
Sesidential

31 LOWNDES STREET, LONDON SW1X 9HX
FAX: 01-2450606

01-235 8090

—
S
—
-




THEALT

“RNATIVE

AUCTION HOUSE

B{H’Fhﬂ?ﬂ\ nOw 0Fc H"(.W\ .'}w \Hf" aof The (hﬂf)f’f fﬂu.’f in .’/68 w'urh kﬂ'd f)f’rmm’ a s.«hon! fn Hw 1380 5.

r) onhams are the fourth largest
) auction house but, we are
confident, the friendliest and most
accessible, We're now almost two
hundred years old, but our
Knightsbridge premises are perhaps
the most attractive new purpose-
designed auction salerooms in
London.

here’s even a wine bar and

coffee shop for the use of
Bonhams visitors, and our
innovative Bonhamcard offers useful
privileges to regular customers. We
have opening hours to suit your
convenience, including late evening
and Sunday viewings. ' )

\( ou will find a very wide

range of sales at Bonhams.
We're pioneers in frames and
Lalique and in the vanguard of the
contemporary ceramics and tribal
art markets. We're also renowned
for Theme sales, linked to special
occasions throughout the year such
as Crufts, the Chelsea Flower Show
and Cowes Week, which attract
special attention from collectors.

I") uying, selling or browsing, you
L) will appreciate the friendly
welcome at Bonhams. If you simply
want to find out what's on, drop in
anytime and ask for our free

illustrated auction guide.

BONMHAMS

KNIGHTSBRIDGE

Montpelier Street, London SW7 1HH Telephone: 01-584 9161 Telex: 916477 Bonham G




HARVEY NICHOLS

a way of life

HARVEY NICHOLS

KNIGHTSBRIDGE LONDON SW1 01 235 5000




To the average insurance

company, this is a “picture of birds,

41em x 29-5c¢cm? To irts
owner, Braque's “Resurrec-
tion de I'Oiseau” is probably
priceless. Which means that
in the event of some un-
foreseen disaster befalling
this picture its worth can
best be decided by an insur-
ance company which can
boast aesthetic sensibilities
as well as underwriting ones.

At Star Assurance we
appreciate that collecrors
are buying and selling in a
fluctuating market.

The fixed index-linking |
imposed by most insurance
companies is no use in a
market where a Hockney
bought in the early "60s
may well have increased in value by
an annual average of 40%.

That’s why we visit you to
agree a value on each article in your
collection and then link that value
to what's happening in the auction
houses, rather than the indices
which avoids the recurring problem
of under-insurance.

The walue of a collection
doesn't directly reflect its degree of
risk. Most housebreakers know the
difference berween hallmarked
silver and E.P.N.S., but they have

trouble distinguishing between a

LONDON - NEW YORK

Tissot bought at Sotheby’s and a

Tretchikov bought at Boots.

At Star Assurance,
this is the kind of small print
we like talking about.

If you do have the misforrune

to fall prey to a specialist thief the
first person you want to sec is the
specialist from Star Assurance.

Whether your collection com-
prises Pre-Raphaelite drawings, Post-
Impressionist pictures or simply
collecrors’ Dinky Tovs, we have
people who know, and more import-
antly, care abourt them. And vyou
will be spared the usual haggling
hecause the value will have been
previously agreed and monitored
over a period.

Almost as heartbreaking as the

COLOGNE + BRUSSE

PARIS 5« ZURICH

MILAN

theft or destruction of vour collec-
tion is the likelihood of damage.

We know about specialist
restoration and can advise you
on the best available methods
and pracritioners.

But no matter how imper-
ceptible the repair, the value of
an object or painting can drop
in the eyes of the art markert.
So unlike many other insurers
we offer compensation as a
standard part of the cover.

We think that the experi-
ence we bring to this kind of
specialist insurance is unique.

Yet it’s not expensive. In

fact we acrually save you money
on vour household premium by
insuring your art collection
separately at a lower rate.
Our credentials are impeccable,
being a joint venture between
Eagle Star, a household name in
the UK, and Nordstern, Europe’s
leading fine art insurers.

So if you have a collection
worth £50,000 or more and feel that
it would be better insured by the
most expert company in the field,
please contact us, either through
your insurance adviser or direct at
9 Aldgate High Srtreer, London
EC3N 1LD. Or phone us on
01-377 8000. \
STAR ASSURANCE

FINE ART INSURERS



RAYMOND BENARDOUT

4 William Street, Knightsbridge, London SW1X 9HL

Tel: 01-235 3360 Toll Free USA: 1-800-344-7346 Toll Free ITALY: 16-78-76093 Fax: 01-823 1345
Purveyor of antique and old rugs, decorative carpets and tapestries since 1961

19th century persian heriz Carpet 400 x 280

Member of the British Antique Dealers Association. Member of the Conféderation Internationale des Négociants en Oeuvres d'Art
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The Scotch House.

2 Brompton Road, Knightsbridge, London SW1X 7PB. Telephone: 01-581 2151



Select 2 and 3 bedroom residences all
within 300 yds of Harrods. Excellent
security. Services include: Health
Club membership, daily maid, videos
microwaves, etc, and all amenities of
an extremely high standard, providing
a home of your own in Knightsbridge.

CHEVAL
APARTMENTS
LIMITED

All enquiries and brochure
please apply to Property Manager

150 Brompton Rd Knightsbridge London SW3
Telephone 01 589 7762  Fax 01 581 3701
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... providing a dedicated professional
service to clients ... sales and acquisitions,
development consultancy, building surveying and
management . .. based on more than one hundred
years’ experience in the Mayfair, Belgravia,

Knightsbridge, Kensington and Chelsea areas.

174 Brompton Road, London, SW3 1HP

WACELLILS  iephone: 01-581 7654

Fax: 01-589 3536
ESTATE AGENTS AND SURVEYORS ESTABLISHED 1868




%@@«@“

SO e N e e s e

e o R e

Norman Adams Ltd., established in 1923, have had the same premises in
Hans Road since 1928, retaining the original early 20th Century shop-fronts,
an increasing rarity these days.

Fine 18th Century English Furniture and Works of Art

Colour Catalogue of Recent Acquisitions available.

| IR orman Alvams

8-10 Hans Road, Knightsbridge, London, S.W.3.
Telephone: 01-589 5266
Fax: 01-589 1968

Member of the British Antique Dealers’ Association




WOULD YOU BUY A PAIR OF JEANS
FROM THIS MAN?

Since the commercial first ran Pepe has become the fastest growing major branded jeans.
What more proof do you need that Publicis’ advertising has got legs?

PUBLICIS

PUBLICIS LIMITED 67 BROMPTON ROAD LONDON SW3 IEF TELEPHONE: 01 823 9000 TELEX: 8954968 FX: 01 823 8389



WE’VE NEARLY TWO STAFF FOR
EVERY GUEST.
(ONE TO WAIT ON YOUR HAND,
THE OTHER YOUR FOOT.)

At the five star Hyatt Carlton Tower you'll be waited on hand and foot. After all, there are 375 members of staff to
serve our 224 guestrooms.
You can dine in restaurants as famous as the hotel itself, The Chelsea Room with its fine wines and French cuisine.
or the Rib Room with its succulent steaks and array of fish and seafood dishes
At the Peak Health Club, a breathtaking view isn't the only thing to
be gained. Attain the body beautiful with the help of the latest fitness

equipment, beauticians, saunas and a sun-bed. HYATT CARLTON TOWER

As a guest of the Hyatt Carlton Tower, you'll find that two members * * 4 R ¥ ® vy a7 7

HOTEL

BN CADOGAN PLACE LONDON SWIX SPY

of staff can adequately cope with one’s needs. FELO1 205 S401 TELEX 24934

PARK HYATT WASHINGTON DC PARK HYATT 34N FRANCISCO PARK HYATT CHICAGO PARK HYATT SANTA MONICA HYATT HOTEL CANHERRA

THE WEST END) EMBARCADERD CENTHE MICHIGAN AVENLE OPENING EARLY 1990 COMMONWEALTH AVENLE

PARK HYATT ON SYDNEY COVE
CHFENING EARLY 1990




Recently

refurbished
to a high standard
this small, family
owned hotel offers
excellent

accommodation at
reasonable rates
in the very heart
of Knightsbridge.

HYDE PARK

. z-._
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B “A comfortable, spotlessly kept
little hotel” Egon Ronay

B Winner of the British Tourist
Authority’s certificate of distinction

London’s Bed & Breakfast Award
Scheme 1987.

Suites £105, doubles £90, singles £75
inclusive of VAT and service charge.
For reservations telephone 01 584
6274, or write to 159 Knightsbridge,
London SW1X 7PD; Fax 01 225 1635.



Six Ways
tocat

Chicago style.

London’s finest The most famous
American steak and gourmet barbecued baby back ribs in town.
hamburger restaurant. Bar and restaurant.
98 Charing Cross Road, WC2 1 Raphael Street, Knightsbridge, SW7
Telephone 01-379 3277 Telephone 01-581 5595

BAR & GRILL

e

The birthplace Classic American cuisine
of Chicago pizza in the heart of Knightsbridge.
in Europe. Bar and restaurant.
17 Hanover Square, W1 163 Knightsbridge, SW7

Telephone 01-629 2669 Telephone 01-589 7077

AR CRILL

A RER AR

The only ‘Cheers’ bar in town. The other wa
Starring London’s best Chili Dog. ...O'Hare lnl:(‘r:mriona{Airport
Abingdon Road, Kensington, W8 Telephone Chicago 686 2200

Telephone 01-937 3339
197 Kings Road, Chelsea, SW3
Telephone 01-352 9255

My Kinda Town restaurants-Your kinda place

FROM LUNCH 'TIL LATE 7 DAYS A WEEK
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Harrods, Knightsbridge, London SW1. Tel: 01-7301234.




Lowndes Court, Lowndes Square — The newly constructed residential building with its elegant facade echoing the original Lewis Cubitt design of
1840.

CHAIRMAN’S REVIEW

We are all green now. To those inspired
campaigners, who have laboured for so many
years to make us all appreciate the fragile
nature of our planet, this must bring a sense
of satisfaction and achievement. They must
also exchange rueful smiles as they witness
the enthusiasm with which so many in high
places now preach the messsage with all the
zeal of the converted.

Unfortunately, conservation —in the sense
of caring for our urban heritage — has not yet
become so universally accepted. Bodies such
as the Knightsbridge Association cannot relax
and take for granted a general acceptance of
what seems to its members the only common
sense approach to modern living.

The issue is no longer one of senseless
demolition. That battle has largely been won,
although there are still cases where
respectable and well-known buildings are
removed for no reason other than to replace
them by more valuable ones. It is certainly not
because of an antipathy towards modern
architecture, because many conservationists,
and the Knightsbridge Association in
particular, welcome modern architecture
provided its quality matches that of its
surroundings.

The concern is all about preserving the
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quality of life in an increasingly congested
city. London has a traffic system unable to
cope with this congestion which is often
greatly increased by over-development. It is
natural that the most successful and
prosperous areas should attract new
development — but such areas will rapidly lose
their charm if new building plans do not take
account of the capacity of the neighbourhood
to support a higher density and, in particular,
the amount of extra traffic which the new
development would bring, together with the
ability of the public transport system to cope
with an increased load.

A recent example is the proposal by London
Transport to put a very large and obtrusive
building over South Kensington underground
station with three floors of shopping and
four of offices. The original plans, which have
luckily now been withdrawn, would have
changed the whole nature of a neighbourhood
which, at the moment, works very well. It
would be a classic example of cultural shock.
Conservation means more than maintaining
historic buildings; it also means protection of
the integrity of people’s way of life.

It is very much a question of standards. The
Association, like its counterparts in other
areas of the city, has been working for



decades now to counter the floods of litter,
rubbish and general sleaze which threaten to
engulf the streets and also, what seems to
visitors to this great city, a general neglect of
the highways and infrastructure.

It is the duty of everyone living and
working in Knightsbridge to help in every

way to keep the neighbourhood clean but, in
the end, it is political will that counts. The
centre of London should be an example to
visitors and not a disgrace and an
inconvenience to its citizens. It is up to those
who control local government to get their
priorities right.

2-8 Rutland Gate. The new bul’hﬁng which sits happily with its older neighbour as-a fitting entrance to Rutland Gate.

THE ENVIRONMENT

The Environment Committee, which carries
the heaviest burden of all the Association’s
committees, had another busy and productive
year. Every planning application in the area
submitted to Westminster City Council or the
Royal Borough of Kensington & Chelsea was
examined and, when necessary, further
investigations were made and site meetings
held.

In recent years, developers have
increasingly approached the Committtee for
its views prior to submitting planning
applications, thus apprising themselves of
local feelings and saving much time in the
planning process for all concerned. This does,
however, increase the workload of members
of the Committee.

The Committee is led with considerable flair
by Richard Robinson, who has occupied this
important position for five years. He is ably
assisted by his two Vice Chairmen, Michael
Wright and Raymond Henley. The Committee
has a group of dedicated members, including
Jeremy Mackay-Lewis, one of our
distinguished architects, and it is pleasing to
report that Lesley MacDonagh, a planning
solicitor, has agreed to join the Committee,
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where her expertise will be greatly
appreciated.

Due to the size and complexity of some of
the developments in Knightsbridge, many of
the applications dealt with in the previous
year have again been before the Committee in
revised form. Following the unfavourable
reaction to plans to build underground flats in
their garden, the Royal Geographical Society
dropped this controversial element from the
scheme. Permission has now been granted by
Westminster City Council to build fourteen
flats against the flank of Albert Hall Mansions,
facing onto the garden, underground
accommodation for the Alpine Club, and an
underground car park. The Committee is still
unhappy about this development and
continues to make representations to the
Council about the need to reconsider traffic
circulation in Exhibition Road, which is
plagued by U-turns. This problem will only be
exacerbated by the effect of the traffic from the
large car park debouching onto the road at
this particular point. Building work is due to
begin in the spring, and one satisfactory
matter is that the railings will be restored on
the Kensington Gore frontage.




The plans put forward by Harrods Nineteenth Century Bakery
to increase the size of their car park
in Brompton Place and to develop
the site further with a block of
offices, continue to cause concern to
residents living near by. There is
further concern about an increase of
traffic turning into Brompton Road.
This proposal was again turned
down by the Planning Committee of
the Royal Borough and so far there
has been no new application. We
are still awaiting proposals by
Harrods for the future of their
depository at the bottom of Trevor
Square.

The preliminary work is well
under way for the restoration of the
former St George’s Hospital
building, which is being converted
into an hotel, and also on the new
office block which is being
constructed beside it. Ownership
has again passed to a new company
and during the year the Association
has been consulted on various
revisions to the original plan.

The Appeal by the freeholders of
Albert Court against the Council’s
refusal to allow a development of
flats on the roof of this listed
building was finally rejected after a
six day hearing. The plan was
opposed strenuously by the Council
and Albert Court Residents’
Association with the support of the
Association. There remains concern
about the pressure by the owners to
convert more basement space into
offices.

2-8a Rutland Gate, which
occupies the western side of the
entrance to this imposing square, is
now almost complete. The
developers have been conscious of
the need to create a fitting entrance
to Rutland Gate with a building that
sits comfortably with the one facing
if on the east side. This has been
accomplished, reflecting aspects of
the Mathew Wyatt buildings
originally on the site, and a high
standard of workmanship and
detailing has gone into the
contruction. Whilst the top floor and
the tinted glazing slightly detract
from the overall effect, the resultis a

s . § 19th Century cast iron ovens revealed in the vaults of 118 Brompton Road during the
welcome addition to Knlghtﬁbrldge recent demolition work. They belonged to Spiking’s High Class Bakery which stood on the

and a great improvement on the old site.

21



German Consulate which it replaces. To
complement the building, the developer
has restored the frontage wall, complete
with railings and lamps, most effectively
and it is the Association’s hope that the east
terrace may be inspired to follow suit by
restoring their currently dilapidated
frontage wall. As a contribution to the
neighbourhood, the developers have also
repaired the damaged pillar at the top of the
garden and are restoring the lamp which
has been missing for years. This is much
appreciated.

The Committee has been aware for some
time that several major sites are due for
redevelopment in the next few years in the
streets from Knightsbridge Green to Lancelot
Place and is pleased that, after pressure from
the Association and others, the Council has
recently designated a new Knightsbridge
Green Conservation Area. The Committee has
also recommended to the Council that they
draw up a planning brief for this area in order
to have adequate control over future
development, and this is now being done.

The huge overdevelopment on the
Normandie Hotel site, which was discussed in
last year’s report, was turned down by the
Council and the developers are taking it to
appeal. In the meantime we have recently
received revised proposals abandoning two of
the proposed basement levels and reducing
the size of the hotel from 218 to 154 rooms.
The main concession, which is very welcome,
is that the developers intend to retain the
Knightsbridge frontage as it now stands,
which is typical of the Edwardian style of so
much of Knightsbridge. The Committee,
however, still feels that the present plans are
an over development of the site.

In the Montpeliers there has been a trickle
of applications for the conversion of houses
into flats and maisonettes. The Committee is
concerned that the stock of single family
houses, which are so much a feature of the
hamlet of Knightsbridge, may be greatly
reduced and that the nature of this area would
change. This is quite apart from the problems
caused by increased pressure on the already
acute lack of parking for cars. Noting the
Association’s concern, the Council has agreed
to a new policy whereby family dwellings in
the Trevors and Montpeliers will be protected,
and has also accepted that increased pressure
on parking arising from residential
conversions will be taken into account in
considering planning applications.

The major construction on the west side of
Montpelier Street, which has been
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undertaken by Eagle Star, was due to begin
towards the end of this year. The scheme,
which was reviewed in last year’s report, is to
retain the facade of these well known
buildings, rebuild the shops and flats behind
them, and demolish two small buildings in
Cheval Place replacing them with new
structures. All the traders who have been
occupying the shops for very many years,
including the pub, have now moved out of the
buildings. Itis sad to see old friends
disappearing and it is hoped that it may be
possible, both practically and economically,
for them to return when the building work is
completed.

One phenomenon of the late eighties has
been dish antennae. It is just beginning to be
evident how damaging to the street scene a
poorly sited dish can be. It is pleasing to
report that the local authorities are beginning
to enforce the existing legislation. The
Environment Committee has been active in
capaigning to strengthen this control and,
during the year, has been working with the
Civic Trust, the Royal Fine Art Commission,
English Heritage and other conservation
bodies to encourage the Department of the
Environment to ensure that adequate
guidelines and procedures are in place so that
serious impairment to the appearance of our
towns and country does not take place as the
popularity of this form of communication
increases.

There has been no news about the two
empty sites owned by Imperial College in
Princes Gardens on the north and the east
sides. Imperial College’s advisers have
produced a report giving broad outlines for
the future of the university campus, but as yet
there are no firm propositions on the future of
these sites.

The building owned by the Malaysian
Government at 37 Ennismore Gardens and
31a Brompton Square has now been sold.
Several proposals were put forward for its
use, including a teacher’s training college,
which were strenuously opposed by the
Association. But happily it is reverting to
residential use and work has now commenced
on its refurbishment.

In Hyde Park the Rotten Row Tercentenary
Committee has established a manege or open
air all-weather riding school. This is sited
opposite the barracks in place of the children’s
playground which has now been moved
further east. Princess Anne performed the
opening ceremony.

A major change in the park is that the
catering rights have now been changed and



1-3 Cheval Place in course of demolition.

The Serpentine Restaurant which is being demolished.

have been awarded to Leith’s. The Serpentine
restaurant itself is to be demolished because it
is unsuitable for modern catering and a new
temporary structure is to be erected on the
hard shoulder next to the Lido until
agreement can be reached on the design and
construction of the new restaurant. This is
expected to be completed in about three years’
time.

Work has not yet started on the repairs to
the Albert Memorial, since a great deal of
investigatory work has still to be carried out.
In order to do this, scaffolding has already
gone up around the figure of Prince Albert
and, early in the spring will cover the entire
monument to its full height. It will take about
eighteen months to make a full investigation
and it is then expected that a major repair
contract will be awarded. The work itself will
take about four to five years to complete.

Although the Association’s main concern is
within Knightsbridge, anything of a major
nature which takes place in surrounding areas
can have a knock-on effect in adjoining
districts. For this reason, the Association was
consulted along with other amenity
associations on the proposals for the South
Kensington station redevelopment. The
proposal is for a very large building with four
floors of offices above three floors of shopping
arcades at the western end of the site. At the
eastern part covering about two thirds of its
length along Pelham Street it was proposed to
have a block of 137 flats with off street
parking. Deliveries and servicing to the
building were to be via a narrow entry with an
internal turntable.

This development, quite unsuitable for such
a small scale area, would have a disastrous
effect on residential areas surrounding the
site. The floor area of the proposed
development is more than twice that laid
down in the Council’s District Plan for the
area.

Local opinion is strongly opposed to the
scheme and this attitude has been supported
by English Heritage and the Royal Fine Art
Commission. These bodies have been
unanimous in condemning the size and
design of the buildings, but there is also the
question, not only of the already critical traffic
circulation in the area which these proposals
will materially worsen, but also of the whole
concept of putting such an enormous building
in this position. It would completely alter the
scale of the neighbourhood with its effects
reaching as far as the Boltons in one direction
and the Park in the other. It presupposes the
need for offices and further shops in an area
which is primarily residential.



HERITAGE

A matter of grave concern to the Heritage
Committee is the state of the Albert Steps,
where the stone balustrading has been
allowed to deteriorate alarmingly. This is
broken and eroded and several stretches are
missing. The Committee has drawn the
attention of Westminster Council to the state
of this important historical feature and has
forwarded photographs of the damage. The
freehold of this site is under the same
ownership as Albert Court, which is
mentioned in the report of the Environment
Committee. It is hoped that the Council will
be able to make the necessary arrangements
for the freeholder to repair the property but, if
not, we will press the Council to take
whatever action is necessary to see that the
repairs and restoration are carried out.

It is the Heritage Committee’s practice to
encourage the restoration of garden railings
wherever possible and it was welcome news
that the Montpelier Square Garden

Before: The sad relics of the original hitching posts in Rutland Street.  After: The restored hitching posts and railings cast from the one remaining original.

Committee had decided to raise funds to
restore the railings to that attractive square.
The Knightsbridge Assocation has made the
first donation to their funds and has written to
Westminster City Council urging them to
make a grant towards the work. We have no
doubt that the Garden Square committee will
be successful in completing its task in which it
will receive every assistance from the
Association.

The Association was again happy to make a
small contribution to a very pleasant example
of co-operation between Westminster Council
and the Royal Borough, which resulted in the
reinstatement of the old hitching posts and
rails in Ennismore Street. The Royal Borough
paid for the casting made from the one
remaining undamaged post and Westminster
City Council carried out all the necessary
work. This has restored a charming feature to
Ennismore Street.

Earlier during the year the Association was




approached by the Heritage of
London Trust, which was founded
to promote architectural
conservation in London, to give a
donation for the restoration of the
cabmen’s shelter in Thurloe Place
opposite the Victoria and Albert
Museum. The Heritage Committee
was happy to recommend this.

The Rotten Row Tercentenary
Committee, founded to promote the
restoration of civilian horsemanship
in Hyde Park, is seeking funds to
restore the two miles of cast iron
railing removed from the Row at the
beginning of World War II. The
Association has been able to make a
contribution both to the railing and
to another scheme, brainchild of
former Colonel of the Household
Cavalry, Lt. Col Seymour Gilbart-
Denham, the building of a manege,
or all-weather outdoor riding school
opposite the barracks, which has
now been opened.

The Tercentenary Committee is
preparing a programme of
equestrian celebrations to mark the
300th anniversary of Rotten Row,
and this will include a polo match
on the games pitch opposite the
barracks some time next year.

Three years ago, during the
Association’s jubilee celebrations,
His Royal Highness the Prince of
Wales switched on the first of the
restored lamps along Kensington
Road at the top of Rutland Gate; it
was the Association’s jubilee project
to restore all these ornamental
lights. The completion of work at
2-8a Rutland Gate will see the
restoration of three more, but there
are still some missing and it is
hoped that eventually they will all
be in place. We also hope that the
restoration of the wall and railings
fronting 2-8a Rutland Gate will
persuade other freeholders and
leaseholders along Kensington Road
to co-operate with the Association in
restoring their railings and lamps.

The Albert Steps — A delightful feature of Knightsbridge
now neglected and with large sections of its balustrades
missing or in bad condition.
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Klaus Schilling. Michael Goldstone, Peggy Walmsley

R Crolla and Esther Simler.
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RECEPTION
BEFORE THE
1988
ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING

Sir Robin and Lady Gillett.

Richard Rice and Richard Thompson

Chief Superintendant Derek Cook, Chelsea Police, Superintendant Alan Wareing, Westminster
Police and Christine Gilbertson.
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1988 AGM RECEPTION

Sir Nicholas Henderson

Bill Heinemann and Malcolm Peech

Moira Charkham and Pam Burton The Mayor & Mayoress of Kensington & Chelsea, Cllr. & Mrs. Ernest
Tomlin.
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SOCIAL AND EVENTS

The Annual General Meeting will be held on
Monday 11th December at Holy Trinity
Brompton Church Hall. As usual the meeting
will be preceded by a reception starting at 6
o’clock and attended by many distinguished
guests, including the Lord Mayor of
Westminster, the Mayor of the Royal Borough
of Kensington & Chelsea, members and
officers of both councils and members of the

local police forces. At the meeting our guests
have always been happy to answer questions
and join in the discussions.

The Association had intended to have a tree
planting ceremony during the autumn
following its support for the Prince of Wales
Royal Parks Tree Appeal. However, this has
now been deferred to the early part of next
year.

LAW AND ORDER

The newly formed Law and Order Committee
met for the first time this January under the
chairmanship of Gordon Shingleton, who is
an expert in security. The committee includes
two Justices of the Peace and officers from the
local police, as well as representatives from
the business community.

It is hoped that regular contact between the
police and the local population will increase
the security of the neighbourhood. One of the
first actions of the committee has been to
produce jointly with Gerald Road Police
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Rubbish and free newspaper stands block pavements in Brompton Road.

Station a set of instructions giving advice on
how to foil would-be intruders. The resulting
laminated Door Step Card was funded jointly
by the police and Metropolitan Safe Deposits
and the Association is grateful for this
sponsorship. Twenty thousand copies have
been distributed by beat officers and
neighbourhood watch groups. It is sincerely
hoped that residents will take notice of the
helpful hints on the card.

A start was made to clear up the problems
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caused by illegal traders in front of Harrods
and the Knightsbridge tube when, just before
last Christmas, the Chelsea police arrested
twenty nine offenders, which resulted in
some twenty convictions.

There still remains a great deal to do in this
area, particularly as illegal traders, both on the
pavements and by parking on double yellow
lines in front of the tube station, cause
unacceptable congestion which is exacerbated
by the dumping of rubbish and by free
newspaper stands. These are also the concern
of the Rubbish and Litter Committee.
Kensington and Chelsea Council are currently
taking action through the courts against their
use. If this is successful, this will remove one
cause of congestion and reduce the amount of
discarded paper on the streets. The Council is
also considering building out the pavement to
reduce congestion and prevent some of the
illegal parking. The Law and Order committee
will continue to keep all these matters under
review.

Severe congestion between Harrods and Knightsbridge underground

station caused by illegal trading vans.




LITTER, RUBBISH AND HIGHWAYS

The tireless labours of Frances Rice and her
Committee have again produced relatively
clean residential streets and squares, in
contrast to the disgusting state of most of the
central area of the capital. It is a never ending
task however and the Committee is never
satisfied with the results of its own efforts. In
its endeavours it is in regular communication
with the cleansing departments of both local
authorities and with the cleansing contractors
but voluntary efforts are not enough without
stronger action from the Council’s own
resources of manpower and finance.

The impetus to make an onslaught on
London’s tide of litter and rubbish came
originally from voluntary effort. Now the
media has espoused the cause of a cleaner
London and there are declarations and stunts
by prominent people. The only effective
solution, however, is regular hard work and
enough money dedicated to the task with the
support of an adequate enforcement service.
The Association, in common with other
amenity societies, has for a long time reported

The Upper Garden of Rutland Gate has now become an eyesore.
Elizabeth Manzoni, Diana Jenkins, and Ray Sherning are three of the
six volunteers from the Knightsbridge Association who recently cleared
away twenty sacks of cans, bottles, paper and other assorted rubbish.
The legal problem of how to deal with the absentee owner of this garden
has not yet been settled.

the state of the roads and pavements to the
local authorities, and also conducted a
campaign amongst residents and businesses
in the area to persuade them to co-operate in
keeping Knightsbridge clean.

Its efforts are, however, wasted without a
stronger commitment from the local
authorities. It is, after all, their business to
keep the streets clean and the rubbish
collected. The Association sponsors bins in
both Westminster and in Kensington &
Chelsea, in common with many other bodies
and businesses. Although businesses and
residents could do more, everybody is paying
rates and taxes to fund the efforts of the local
authorities. It is up to them to decide the
priorities for spending the money they collect,
and also the rate which they levy for
completing their tasks on behalf of the
community. There is no achievement in
keeping rates to a low figure, if the money
collected is inadequate to perform the tasks
for which the councils are elected.

Of course, Westminster is a special case in
that it plays host on behalf of the whole of the
country to tourists when they visit the
borough’s monuments and museums. It is
also true that Westminster is crowded every
day with commuters from all over London
and from the country,. Thus, there is great
support for the feeling that Westminster’s
problem is that it has been giving more money
than it can afford to other boroughs.

It is up to the Council to make this case and
to obtain the money necessary to run the city,
just as it is up to the Council to bring an end to
the system by which different statutory
authorities dig up the roads with no relation
to a common plan, with each one responsible
for putting right the damage they do with no
recognised standards. There has been much
talk of a common policy between all statutory
bodies, but again it is up to the Council to
negotiate this reform.

It is also high time that more modern
equipment was in the hands of the operatives
who deal with the litter and rubbish daily. The
equipment is looking exceedingly old-
fashioned compared with the machinery that
we are told is constantly being tested. It seems
a very long time since anyone has seen the
streets being washed regularly, as they used
to be. it would also be helpful to see the City’s
public relations resources being gainfully
employed in recommending an increase in the
use of rubbish compactors by businesses,
traders and blocks of flats.
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Domestic rubbish pollut the pavements in a re

dential area, a broken bollard lies untouched for weeks, a missing access plate leaves switch gear

exposed for a similar period, and traders’ rubbish shames fashionable Brompton Road.

Recycling

One very productive way of getting rid of
rubbish is to recycle it. The Government has
announced that in the next ten years it is the
intention that 50% of all recyclable domestic
waste should be processed.

In an effort to increase recycling in
Knightsbridge the Committee has asked
Peggy Walmsley to look into the whole
question and to bring pressure on the local
authorities to provide facilities for collecting
paper, bottles, cans and eventually plastic.

A small start has been made by the
establishment of two bottle banks in the area,
one behind the Albert Hall and one in Princes
Gardens which belongs to Imperial College

but which has been extended by their kind
permission for use by local residents. Paper
can be taken to Westminster’s depot at Gatliff
Road near Chelsea Bridge, or bundled and
marked ‘for recyling” and left at the Relton
Mews cleansing depot. Kensington & Chelsea
residents can take their paper to the depot at
Cremorne Wharf in Lots Road. Westminster
has a bottle bus scheme for collecting glass
from hotels, restaurants, cafes and bars and a
service which collects paper from West End
businesses. They have announced that it is
intended to extend the service to residential
areas and the details of this scheme are
expected soon.



TRAFFIC AND PARKING

The Traffic Committee under the
Chairmanship of Dr Stanley Steel continues to
grapple with the intractable problems of traffic
and parking. Increasing numbers of
developments of large office buildings
containing more employees bring a higher
concentration of traffic to the area, and the
continuing conversion of houses into flats
means more and more cars seeking parking
spaces. In this respect, it is fortunate that
Westminster has been able to designate a
considerable increase in the number of
parking spaces for residents.

The same problems highlighted in our
previous reports continue in the same areas.
The pressures on residential streets from
traffic seeking cut-throughs from the main
traffic arteries continue and the Committee
has asked the Council to install sleeping
policemen to slow traffic on residential streets
used as short cuts. Signs are now in place at
the top of Trevor Street and Trevor Place
saying ‘unsuitable for long vehicles’, and an
imaginative scheme has been put forward and
studied for narrowing the Brompton Road
entrance to Montpelier Street to discourage
heavy traffic.

Trouble is also caused by tourist coaches
trying to reach Brompton Road via Ennismore
Gardens and Rutland Gate, despite notices
saying ‘no through road to Brompton Road". It
is now suggested that international ‘No
Coach’ signs should be erected. There is a
considerable problem in Exhibition Road

because of the difficulty caused by countless
U-turns which need to be made throughout
the day because of the difficulty of turning
right. The problem will be exacerbated when
the Royal Geographical society’s development
takes place, unless Westminster takes some
remedial action.

Another problem causing severe traffic
problems is the fact that every Sunday the
South Carriage Drive in Hyde Park is closed.
This causes immense blockages particularly
when, as happened recently, the road is being
repaired at a sensitive point along
Knightsbridge. The South Carriage Drive has
now unfortunately become part of the regular
traffic flow and it is worth considering
whether it is not possible to keep this road
open on Sundays by enforcing no parking
regulations along its whole length.

There have been many complaints in the
past years by residents who have been
inconvenienced by parking problems during
the opening of local stores and shops on bank
holidays. Looking ahead to the possibility of
Sunday shopping at some time in the future,
it was thought sensible to address this
problem in advance. A member of the Main
Committee, Jonathan Charkham, has
produced a paper on the problems of bank
holiday and Sunday opening and the possible
solutions. This paper was well received, the
views of the Association have been noted, and
will receive consideration if Sunday opening
becomes a reality.

LONDON TRANSPORT

There has been a great deal of concern
throughout the last few months over
dangerous overcrowding in Knightsbridge
tube station at the north-eastern corner of
Harrods. It was hoped when the recent
reconstruction took place that the approaches
to the escalators would be widened to allow
for the considerable number of people who
use the station during sales and special events
at Harrods and other stores. Unfortunately,
the management have not only reinstated the
shops, leaving an inadequate place for large
crowds, but have exacerbated the problem by
siting the new automatic ticket machines so
that queues form at right-angles to the
approaching crowds. It would seem obvious
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that these machines should have been
installed at the back of the station, in the same
way that they are at Piccadilly Circus.

The Association has been in
correspondence with the management, and
has had a meeting on site with the local
manager, who proved to be most helpful.
However, letters to senior management,
when answered, have not produced a
satisfactory response and the Association will
continue to press the interests of the
customers in matters both of safety and
comfort.

The escalators in the station are constantly
out of order and members of the committee
were concerned to discover from London



Transport that, even when new machinery is
delivered, it takes a year to install. In view of
the problems that have taken place in other
stations, the question is again being raised
with the management as to why the broadcast
announcements are still often unintelligible to

passengers. Whether this is because of faulty
equipment or lack of training in the use of the
microphones is not apparent, but it is
certainly a simple matter to cure and yet
annoying and possibly dangerous until itis
put right.

LOCAL AND OTHER AUTHORITIES

The work of the committees necessarily
means frequent contact with officers at both
Westminster City Council and the Royal
Borough of Kensington & Chelsea.

Accordingly, a mutual respect has grown
up between members and council officers. It
is, therefore, sad when old friends eventually
depart. This year has seen the retirement,
after 21 years service as Director of Cleansing
at Westminster, of lan Cooper MBE. At the
Royal Borough, Alan Saunders retired as
Director of Planning and Transport and has
been succeeded by Mary Dent, who was
formerly Assistant Director of Planning at the
Corporation of London. The Leader of the
Council for the past eleven years, Nicholas
Freeman (who died soon after his retirement)
has been succeeded by Mrs lain Hanham.

During the year the committees have
enjoyed the help and co-operation of the
officers and politicians at both local
authorities. The Chairman of Planning at
Westminster, Councillor David Weeks has
been most sympathetic to the views of the
Environment Committee, which has also
benefited from the understanding shown by
Councillor Sir Anthony Coates, the Chairman
of Planning at RBKC.

The heavy responsibilities borne by Sid
Sporle at WCC necessitated a great deal of
contact with more than one of the
Association’s committees. They are all
grateful for the time and patience given by
him and members of his department to the
interests of the Knightsbridge community.

The Association has always enjoyed close
co-operation with the local police and the
formation of the Law & Order Committee
should cement this even further. At Gerald
Road Chief Superintendant Isles has retired
and his place has been taken by
Superintendant Alan Wareing.

The conduct of local government has
changed a great deal during the years, and the
Association has fought many battles at
Westminster City Hall as well as conducting
many co-operative enterprises. In every

aspect of local government, the people of
Knightsbridge have been served for thirty
years as their senior councillor by a man of

Councillor C. A. Prendergast CBE DL.

rare talent and experience. It has come as a
great shock to the community to learn that
Anthony Prendergast is to retire at the next
election. Tony Prendergast has been a strong
supporter of the Knightsbridge Association
and has represented its interests, not only at
City Hall, but in many other spheres of public
life. He was an outstanding Lord Mayor and
will be missed, not only in Knightsbridge, but
also in the political life of the city. No doubt
his influence will still be felt in wider political
circles and the Association extends its grateful
thanks and best wishes for the future to him
and Dame Simone.

Westminster’s Member of Parliament, The
Rt. Hon Peter Brooke, continues to climb the
political ladder. Recently Chairman of the
Conservative Party, he has now been
appointed Secretary of State for Northern
Ireland. Despite his many responsibilities he
has remained a model constituency member
and a consistant supporter of the
Knightsbridge Association. The Committee is
grateful for the help and advice he has given
on many matters during the last twelve
months.



FINANCIAL

Under the watchful eye of our Hon.
Treasurer, Christine Gilbertson, the
Association continues to cover its annual
expenses and contribute modestly to good
causes in Knightsbridge.

The cash balances remain healthy but, with
continuing inflation and the need to seek
expert advice or representation at any time,

they are really quite modest. Lately, it has also
proved necessary to invest some money in
up-to-date office and communication
equipment to support an entirely voluntary
organisation. The Association receives no
grants or public money and exists entirely on
the contributions of its members and
supporters.

APPRECIATIONS

A great deal of time-consuming and
imaginative work goes into the conduct of the
Association throughout the year. Most of it is
done by busy people who yet find time to
devote energy and flair to the protection and
enhancement of Knightsbridge, and the
improvement of the quality of life in this
delightful and historic part of London.

The 1988 AGM. Carol Seymour-Newton, Neville Labovitch, Richard
Robinson.

It is impossible to mention everyone who
has given time and talent during the year, but
I hope that I have mentioned some of them in
appropriate places in the report. I am grateful
to all the chairmen and members of the
Committees, particularly to Richard Robinson
who guides the important Environment
Committee and to Michael Wright for his
continuous labours and expertise in dealing
with planning matters.

I would like to add a special word of thanks
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to Raymond Benardout who joined the Main
Committee last year and bravely stepped into

the breach to handle the advertising section of
this report when Joyce Goodman suffered the
unfortunate accident from which she is
happily recovering. His successful initiative is
apparent at both ends of this document.

Jonathan Charkham too has been helpful,
not only as a member of the Main Committee
but also in producing a thoughtful and timely
plan to take account of the possible impact
that the Sunday opening of shops might have
on parking in the neighbourhood.

My grateful thanks and those of the
Committee are extended to the many business
houses which support the work of the
Association by taking display space in this
report. The Association does so much in
Knightsbridge that benefits business as much
as the resident population, whether itis in
promoting better street cleansing, repairing
the highways, fighting crime and seeking
better management of traffic and in so many
ways seeking to improve the quality of life. It
is very satisfying to know that this effort is
appreciated by the business community.

In thanking our Honorary Secretary Carol
Seymour-Newton, I confess I am running out
of superlatives to express the value of her
work to the Association and the general
community. Without her dedication and
amazing energy it would be impossible to
carry out the immense amount of work which
is undertaken every year.

Lastly, my grateful thanks are, as always,
extended to the members of this Association
whose public spirit and support enables the
Association to do so much to protect and
enhance Knightsbridge.

Neville Labovitch,
December, 1989.
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The western end of Rotten Row durmg the 1920’s. Note the 18th century cast iron railings removed and melted down for munitions in 1941

ROTTEN ROW’S 300th ANNIVERSARY IN 1990
CROWNS 900 YEARS OF HORSEMANSHIP IN HYDE PARK

A brief history
by Neill Mitchell, Hon. Chairman of the Rotten Row Tercentenary Committee

Some 5,000 years have elapsed since Mankind remarkable equestrian history does extend
first imposed servitude upon the horse and back nine centuries to the year 1085, at which
harnessed its power as a means of transport, a time the Domesday Book showed the Manor
beast of burden and as an instrument of war. of Hide as being held by a Saxon nobleman
Consequently, post World War Il western called Asgar. The latter is recorded as holding
generations have been the first since the dawn the title of “Stallere”, a very senior office at
of civilisation to dispense with the services of Court which has survived to this day as The
this versatile animal for all purposes, other Master of the Horse (currently the Earl of
than sport and recreation. It is therefore Westmorland). His duties at that time would
hardly surprising that we have been left with have included the breeding and training of
arich equestrian heritage in art, sculpture, Court horses for travel, war, hunting and
architecture, literature, vocabulary, fashion, general recreational pursuits. This early
leather crafts, ceremonial, street patterns, City reference marks the beginning of an unbroken
Livery Companies, photography and, of tradition of horsemanship which has seen
course, the very survival of the great Royal Hyde Park being used for most of the sports’
Parks as open spaces. One of the finest disciplines e.g., hunting, jousting, racing,
examples of this legacy is London’s Hyde Park driving, mustering and modern hacking.
and its 4-mile network of public riding tracks, Henry VIII was undoubtedly Hyde Park’s
including the most famous in the World - most enthusiastic huntsman, whereas James |
Rotten Row. (who opened the park to the public) and
Whether Celts, Vikings, Romans or Danes Charles I both favoured horse racing within its
rode in the Hyde Park vicinity we will enclosed acres. During the Civil War, Hyde
probably never know. However, Park was used as an important military base
documentary evidence of the Park’s for the training of Calvary squadrons. Later,
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following the Parliamentarian victory, Oliver
Cromwell took to driving in the Park and
political satirists of the time recounted that on
one occasion Cromwell suffered a heavy fall
from his coach when his team of six grey
Frisian horses bolted, apparently due to his
over-zealous use of the whip.

Charles II was a keen patron of riding and
driving and successive Monarchs were
regularly to be seen enjoying equestrian
pursuits in Hyde Park, notably Queen
Victoria. This tradition ended comparatively
recently with the death of George V in 1936,
the last reigning Sovereign to ride regularly in
the Park.

There is, however, one appellation which is
perceived throughout the World as being
synonymous with horsemanship in Hyde
Park —that is its principal riding track, “Rotten
Row”. The survival and naming of this
magnificent public equestrian thoroughfare
are both largely accidents of history, yet the
Row’s role in the development of
horsemanship is without parallel.

The construction of Rotten Row was a
consequence of William III's accession to the
Throne in 1689 and his décision to acquire,
improve and reside at Nottingham House
(Kensington Palace). This necessitated the
provision of a broad carriage drive to give
better access between the new palace at
Kensington and the old at Westminster. The
works were carried out under the supervision
of the Surveyor of The King’s Roads, Captain
Michael Studholme, during the winter
months of 1689-90. A unique feature of the
new carriage drive was that it was illuminated
by lanterns hung from trees along its length in
an attempt to reduce the serious threat posed
by the highwaymen who frequented the
western approaches to London. Thus, the

The London Season in Rotten Row in July 1882.
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“King’s Own Road” as it was initially known,
became the first lamplit road in the United
Kingdom.

However, in 1737 the original route of
William’s carriage drive was rendered
obsolete by an order of George Il requiring the
building of a new road slightly to the south
(today’s South Carriage Drive). Having
initially been earmarked for grassing over by
the Commissioners of Woods and Forests, the
old road was instead swiftly adopted by the
very numerous Park riders as a permanent
bridle route. Thereafter it very quickly became
the favourite promenade of Court beauties
and socialites on horseback wishing “to see
and be seen”.

The colloquial name “Rotten Row” for what
is technically still today The King’s Old Road
seems to have come into common use in 1781.
The origin of the new name is unclear but 19th
Century historians gave credence to the
theory that it lay in the use of French at Court,
combined with a typical cockney corruption,
resulting in the “Route due Roi” becoming
“Rotten Row”’.

In 1793 substantial cast iron railings were
erected to separate the increasingly proliferant
riders from the pedestrian walkways on either
side. Ultimately removed for War metal
salvage in 1941 these railings are to be
replaced with exact replicas as part of the
Rotten Row 300 project financed by public
subscription.

The growth in Rotten Row’s use was closely
parallelled by the success of Tattersalls, the
nearby bloodstock auctioneers. Richard
Tattersall’s first sale yard was established in
1766 on Hyde Park Corner, to the rear of St.
George’s Hospital (now Grosvenor Crescent
Mews). The adjoining ““Turf Tavern”’
simultaneously became the headquarters of
the Jockey Club. However, when the
Grosvenor lease expired in 1865, Tattersalls
moved to Knightsbridge Green where the
firm’s premises grew to occupy some 2 acres
between Knightsbridge and Brompton Road.
As a consequence of flying bomb damage
suffered in 1944, the building was abandoned
and the business moved to Newmarket after
the war (taking with it some of the stone
arches and cupolas from the Charles Freeman
building in Knightsbridge). Today, Tattersalls
are the world’s greatest racehorse auctioneers,
but the only reminder of their former
dominance of Knightsbridge is the modern
pub “Tattersalls Tavern” on Knightsbridge
Green.

Queen Victoria’s accession marked the
beginning of Rotten Row’s zenith, largely



An aﬁemoon in Rotten Row in May 1889. Overrf‘awdmg created serious difﬁm Ities in the Row during the seasons th rnughouf the 19th century.

stimulated by the Queen’s avid personal
enthusiasm for horses and riding. This
resulted in the Row being known as ““The
Queen’s Ride” for the rest of the century.
Inevitably, complex rules of social and
practical etiquette evolved to govern and
perpetuate the conventions and elegance of
Park riding. Particular attention was paid to
the courtesies to be observed by men in the
presence of Ladies, whether as instructors,
chaperons or suitors. In this context, the
“Illustrated London News" of 25th May 1889
remarked upon one of the potential benefits of
riding in the Row:—

“Some ladies of considerable London

experience are manifestly skilful in steering

their course along the ride with a dexterous
keeping of safe distance, where symptoms
of an undesired approach have been
perceived.”

Men could similarly take advantage of
riding in Rotten Row, suggested the writer:-

A man on horseback cannot easily be

caught by the buttonhole, as in Pall Mall,

and compelled to listen to a bore™!

Society tended to ride during the afternoon,
although never on Sundays. Henry B.
Wheatley’s “London Past and Present”” of
1891 recorded that: “Between the hours of 12
and 2.00 and 5.00 and 7.00 Rotten Row is
crowded with hundreds of equestrians”. At
the height of The Season, however, some
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young men would often ride early in the
morning after a night of over-indulgence and
they were appropriately nicknamed the
“Liver Brigade”.

Riding fashions were of major importance.
The distinctive figure of the Iron Duke of
Wellington would often be seen riding out
from Apsley House, dressed in a silk top hat,
plain blue frockcoat with white waistcoat and
trousers, generally mounted upon an Arab
horse (a breed which he had come to
appreciate whilst serving in India). Generally
men wore dark frock-coats, collar and tie,
tight trousers and top hats. Women wore
habit bodices buttoned to the neck with small
coat tails at the back, a long full skirt,
varnished boots and silk hats not unlike the
men’s. At the end of the century, however,
the transition from side-saddle to riding
astride led to progressively more comfortable
riding clothing for women.

The First World War not only despatched
many fine Hyde Park hacks on one-way
journeys to the front, but also accelerated
mechanisation generally. Nevertheless, riding
regained great popularity amongst London’s
inter-war generation, particularly more
leisure-orientated office workers. The boom
led to the Serpentine bridleway being added
in 1936 to the North Ride (of 1850 vintage).
Rotten Row had much earlier been
supplemented with the “New Ride”, parallel



In the 1930°s, an older generation looks on from behind Rotten Row’s 18th century railings as a group of riders pass.

with South Carriage Drive, the Row itself
having been truncated in 1869 to make way
for the Albert Memorial. Standards of dress
during the 1930’s gradually became less
formal, despite a vigorous rear-guard
campaign by Sir Walter Gilbey who was
frequently reported in the press as lamenting
the wholesale desecration of the 19th century
conventions. It was a subjective view, as
riders were still very smartly turned out by
today’s standards.

At the beginning of the Second World War,
U.S. Ambassador Kennedy was one of many
notable regular riders in the Row, but as
conditions worsened local riding
establishments were progressively lost to
bombing or evacuation to the countryside.
The railings were removed and the Row
declined into semi-dereliction. However, after
the War, a number of stables and indoor
riding schools re-opened and during the
1950’s it seemed as though riding in Hyde
Park would become more popular than ever
before. However, the gathering momentum of
the property boom began a process which has
led to the redevelopment of virtually all the
surviving stabling around the Park. The most
recent loss (32 Grosvenor Crescent Mews)
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being the last traditional mews stable on the
south side of the park, leaving just two
operating on the north side in Bathurst Mews,
one of whose lease (Ross Nye's) expired
earlier this year and has not so far been
renewed by the Church Commissioners.

Thus, despite unprecedented demand for
public riding facilities in Hyde Park, the future
currently looks uncertain, as planners have
been unable to secure recreational amenities
from the inexorable commercial
redevelopment of Westminster. Nevertheless,
the opening of the new Hyde Park riding
manege by Her Royal Highness the Princess
Royal on the 16th November marked a highly
significant step forward in the provision of
facilities for the teaching of equitation in the
heart of the Capital. It is the hope of the
Rotten Row Tercentenary Committee that the
Row’s 300th anniversary will therefore not
only lead to the restoration of its railings and
pre-War appearance, but will also focus
attention upon the need for the permanent
retention of civilian stabling to enable the
public to ride in Hyde Park. In short, Rotten
Row’s Tercentenary will be a celebration of
the past to secure an exciting long-term future
for riding in Rotten Row.



ALLSOP & CO PERFECTLY IN TUNE

WITH ALL YOUR PROPERTY NEEDS 100 Knightsbridge, London SW1X 7LB
01-584 6106

Fax 01-581 3058



235 BRomrTON ROAD
LonpoON
SW3 2EP

TELEPHONE: 01-589 5050
01-584 5612
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GOLDSMITHS & SILVERSMITHS
VALUERS FOR INSURANCE OR PROBATE

DIAMONDS, PEARLS ETC.
& OLD GOLD & SILVER
PURCHASED OR TAKEN IN PART EXCHANGE

CLOCKS WOUND BY CONTRACT
REPAIRS & REPLATING A SPECIALITY
OLD JEWELS REMOUNTED
DESIGNS & ESTIMATES FREE




MAIN COMMITTEE OF THE
KNIGHTSBRIDGE ASSOCIATION

Neville Labovitch MBE — Chairman
Carol Seymour-Newton — Hon. Secretary
Christine Gilbertson — Hon. Treasurer
Raymond Benardout

Raymond Burton

Jonathan Charkham

Rosalie Digby-Seymour

Betty Duncan

Raymond Henley FCA

Jean Lyell

Frances Rice

Richard Robinson

Stanley Steel MD FRCP

Nina Wallis

John Wallis

Sarah Wills

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

Richard Robinson — Chairman
Raymond Henley FCA — Vice Chairman
Michael Wright CMG FRICS RIBA - Vice Chairman
Joyce Goodman

Diana Jenkins

Neville Labovitch MBE

Jean Lyell

Lesley MacDonagh

Jeremy Mackay-Lewis BArch FRIBA
Frances Rice

Carol Seymour-Newton

Stanley Steel MD FRCP

John Wallis

Sarah Wills

LITTER AND RUBBISH COMMITTEE
Chairman: Frances Rice

LAW AND ORDER COMMITTEE
Chairman: Gordon Shingleton

TRAFFIC AND PARKING COMMITTEE
Chairman: Stanley Steel MD FRCP
SOCIAL AND EVENTS COMMITTEE
Chairman: Nina Wallis

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
Hon. Secretary: Rosalie Digby-Seymour

Rotten Row 300 Appeal Fund to Replace the
Cast Iron Railings (Charity no. 800386).
Donations should be sent to Mr. N. P. G.
Mitchell, 40 Emanuel House, 18 Rochester
Row, London. SW1. Cheques payable to
“Rotten Row 300 Appeal”.

Donors of £125 units can have their names
permanently embossed upon the new iron
work.

HlL

Satellite TV connected to your home via cable.
Our channel selection covers a wide range of
interests, movies, sport, 24 hour news, 24 hour

music, documentaries, childrens TVand much more.

To find out how you can watch the finest satellite TV
in the world, call now on 0800-282 383.

i

Westminster Cable Television
0800 282 383
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RARE AND DECORATIVE CARPETS
RUGS AND TAPESTRIES
SN2

LONDON, W1Y 5FE

TELEPHONE: 01-493 5288

WIHOUT A DOUET

THE DEST THAI
KESTAURANT IN LONDON

Reasonably priced Authentic
Cuisine served by Thai staff in
National Costumes

Thai Restaurant

OPEN EVERY EVENING INCLUDING SUNDAYS
FOR DINNER 6 pm - 12 Midnight
(last orders 11.15).

RESERVATIONS & ENQUIRIES 828 0321
44, HUGH STREET,
PIMLICO SW1V 4EP
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City of Westminster

Working for a Cleaner, Better Environment in Knightshridge

During 1989, your City Council launched the
Westminster Initiative, o major new drive to make

Westminster a brighter, safer, cleaner place in which to
live and work.

The Initiative aims to enlist the support of residents and
businessesin:

® Providing residents with better information about what the
City Council is doing about environmental issues.

@ Giving residents and businesses an opportunity to put
forward suggestions for local environmental
improvements, or even to participate in such improvements
themselves.

® Joining in the lobby for more effective legislation to tackle
the City’s environmental problems.

® Alerting City Hall to problems ‘on the ground” as they
occur.

You can help the City Council by joining the Westminster
Initiative’s Citizens Task Force. Members will receive regular
information on environmental issues in Westminster and will be
able to add their support to the drive for a better environment.
Ring the Westminster Initiative Office on 01-798 3402
for more information.

The City Council can help yow by acting or advising on
environmental problems. The following Westminster Initiative
Hotlines are available for your calls:

Westminster Initiative Office 01-798 3402
Estate Agents’ Boards 01.798 2648
Potholes 01-798 1521
Broken Pavements 01-798 2633
Building Sites 01-798 2648
Noisy Builders 01-798 1060
Noisy Party Patrol 01-828 8070
Noise (Other)
From Commercial premises 01-798 1093
From Residential premises 01-798 1145
Litter
Enquiries/Complaints 01-798 2774
01-798 2782

d’lfdﬂ( otel

For nearly a century the sumptuous marble halls of the Hyde Park Hotel
have offered a discreet and dignified welcome to its distinguished

Knightsbridge clients.

Today, a complete restoration has preserved its Edwardian splendour and
the quality of service throughout is such that patrons treat the Hyde Park

Hotel as a home from home.

The International haute cuisine in both its restaurants continues to receive
many accolades. The oak-panelled Grill Room features traditional French
& English cuisine whilst the magnificent Park Room, overlooking Hyde
Park, has introduced an exciting Mediterranean cuisine where all dishes

are light and delicate.

The Hyde Park Hotel looks forward to continue welcoming the

Knightsbridge Association.




MAJOR
3 Montpelier Street
London SW7

HAS NOW CLOSED

We would like to thank you for
your custom and support over the
years and will be pleased to serve
you from either of the following
branches
LIDSTONE

12 LOWER BELGRAVE ST.
LONDON SW1
TEL: 01-730 9373
(Ansaphone Service)

COBB BELLAMY’S
12 SYMONS ST. 32 EARLS COURT RD
LONDON SW3 LONDON W8

TEL: 01-730 2198 TEL: 01-937 1102

FREE DAILY DELIVERY SERVICE
Tel: 01-730 3887 for further details

DAVID LISS & CO.
JEWELLERS

INDIVIDUAL DESIGNS

REPAIRS &
REMODELLING
CARRIED OUT IN
OUR OWN WORKSHOP

11 William Street
London SW1X SHL
Telephone; 01-2355372

(Adjacent to Sheraton Park Tower Hotel)

tHE BASIL

STREET HOTEL

Knightsbridge London SW3 1AH
Telephone 01-581 3311 Telex 28379

The Hotel

which is proud
to be in
Knightsbridge

&l

CHARLES JOURDAN

39-43 BROMPTON ROAD.
LONDON SW3 1DL
TEL 01-581 3333

BEAUTIFUL SHOES, CLOTHES AND
ACCESSORIES FOR MEN AND WOMEN




LEE & PEMBERTONS

We provide a full range of legal services
to the private and business client including:
Acquisitions and Disposals of Residential and Commercial Property
Residential and Commercial Mortgages

Company Formations, Acquisitions,
Mergers and Liquidations

Financial and Tax Planning
Wills and Probate
Litigation

SOLICITORS

45 Pont Street, London swix oBx. Telephone o01-589 1114. Fax 01-589 0807

NATIONAL WESTMINSTER BANK PLC

KENSINGTON CORPORATE
BANKING GROUP

New unit specialising in the provision of financing/services to the
mid corporate sector. Serving the existing customer base in our 12
Branches in the Business Centre plus newly acquired accounts.

Kensington Business Centre

Corporate Banking Group, 1st Floor, 180 Brompton Road,
London SW3 1HL

Telephone: 01-823 8668

«» NatWest The Action Bank
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Your money adds up
to more with us.
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AN APPEAL

Holy Trinity in Prince Consort Road, built 1901-6

Bristol & West Building Society to George Bodley’s design, is in urgent need of
s oA ot oo re i OHL S 1o funds to carry out a major programme of
restorative works. A grant has been made by the
H Historic Churches Preservation Trust, but more is
needed to reach the target.
BRISTOL & WEST Donations would be gratefully received by:
BUILDING SDCIETY TheTreaSurer‘
——— Holy Trinity with All Saints,
Prince Consort Road,
London, SW7.

Metropolitan — Britain’s largest Safe Deposit Group
Open 7 days a week including Bank Holidays

@ Safe boxes in a wide variety of sizes
@ Easy unlimited access
@ £25,000 free insurance cover on all boxes
@ Our unique “out of box” insurance scheme
@ Key holding service
@ Sporting gun storage scheme
@ Storage for trunks, pictures, etc.
@ Walk-in vaults available
@ Specialised storage for computer tapes
and confidential documents
@ Fast money transfer through Western Union

BELGRAVIA BROMPTON CITY ST. JOHNS WOOD
9 Chester Mews 19 Cheval Place Winchester House 16/18 Circus Road
Belgravia Knightsbridge - 100 Old Broad Street St Johns Wood
London SW1X 7AJ London SW7 IEW INTEETELEIIESY London EC2N 1BE London NW8 6PG

Tel: 01-245 6744 Tel: 01-5811212  ROVTRMENSEMN  Tel: 01-588 2733 Tel: 01-586 9431




THE TASTE OF
THE DEEP
BLUE SEA

SEAFOOD RESTAURANT

@ LUCULLUS

Foremost seafood restaurant
situated in pleasant
surroundings in the heart of

Knightsbridge.

Lucullus offers its patrons a
combination of ambience and
gastronomic delight. Our
glistening display of fish and
shell fish is a joy to behold.

Private parties from 40 to 60
welcome.

Open 7 days
Lunch and Dinner
12.00-3.00-11.30

pre and after Theatre.

48 Knightsbridge,
London SW1
Reservations telephone No.:

01-245 6622
Fax No.: 01-245 6625

&
ESTD. »—<¥ 1798

BOODLE &
DUNTHORNE

Jewellers

2.80 carat emerald-cut One carat

diamond. Polished in marquise diamond.
New York and mounted Good quality
by Beodles in platinum. £2.575

£13,450

Sapphire and
ruby hearts ring

; with diamonds
engagement ring £2.100

Classical sapphire
and diamond

£465

Princess cut
diamond eternity

ring
£698
: . " A fine quality
Sap;]::;;il;dﬁir::i?;lﬂd ruby and diamond
4 cluster ring
Art Deco style £1.125

£3,350

(Boodles

HAS STYLE AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

58 BROMPTON ROAD, KNIGHTSBRIDGE
LONDON
TEL: 01-584 6363




11 Knightsbridge Green

Knightsbridge
London SW1X 7QL

01-589 7203

Just a quick call away l

MRS. MONRO
LIMITED

INTERIOR DECORATORS
L

ANTIQUES
)

CHINTZES

16 Motcomb Street
London SWIX 8LB
Telephone: 01-235 0326

Fax: 01-259 6305




YELDIZILAR

Lebanese Restaurant

A visit to Yeldizlar will prove friendly and yet exotic.
Choose from our extensive menu of traditional and
unusual Lebanese cuisine, and a varied wine list, which
will be enjoyed in the luxurious surroundings.

Opening Hours: 12pm - 12.30am. 7 days a week.
The Yeldizlar, 9 Beauchamp Place, London, SW3
Telephone: 01-823 7523.

ESTABLISHED IN KENSINGTON 1830

J. H. KENYON
LIMITED

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

49 MARLOES ROAD, W8
Telephone: 01-937 0757

PREPAYMENT FUNERAL PLANS
ARE AVAILABLE
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Glorietie

ATASTE OF VIENNA
IN KNIGHTSBRIDGE
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Telephone: 01-584 1182

Gloriette Patisserie 128 Brompton Road, London SW3




Building and civil engineering
contractors are carrying out the
extensive reconstruction of

TOBACCO DOCK

using their specialist departments
in joinery, structural and oramentai
metalwork, render and plasterwork,
electrical installation

and roof leadwork.

Kingsbury Road NW98XA 01-200 1616

Jermyn Street Shirtmakers since 1949, now firmly
established in Knightsbridge as your local Men'’s
Qutfitters. As such, we offer the besy quality
Shirts, Knitwear and Accessories with a friendly,
personal service second to none.

We would like to wish all our customers a Very

Happy Christmas.

HARVIE & HUDSON LTD.

55 KNIGHTSBRIDGE
LONDON SW1X 7RA

Corner of Wilton Place

Tel. 01-235 2651




Our experts
understand the
basics of
beautiful hair,
colour by design,
and cutting to perfection.
If you want

the best ...
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THE BERKELEY
41 Knightsbridge, London, SW1
Tel: 01-235 6851

Music and Dancing
are back at
The Perroquet Bar

Where better to sit back with an exotic cocktail, glass of champagne
or, after dinner in The Berkeley Buttery with a cappuccino and a
liqueur, than the comfort of the Perroquer Bar and enjoy an
evening of music, and dancing.

Giuliano Morandin and his staff will be pleased to guide you through
their extensive list of cockrails, spirits and wines or help you choose a light
after-theatre supper.

The Perroquet Bar is open from 11.00 am until late Monday to Saturday
and light snacks and refreshments are available throughour the day.

be built in Europe. Overlooking Hyde Park, just seconds from
Knightsbridge and London’s most exclusive stores, it provides a haven
of comfort and elegance to visitors and Londoners alike.

F | Yhe Berkeley, in fashionable Belgravia, is the last truly deluxe hotel to

The Berkeley Buttery

Luncheon is served between 12.30 pm and 2.45 pm when an excellent hot
and cold buffet is available, and in the evenings an attractive range of dishes
reflecting the taste and colour of the Mediterranean is served from 7.30 pm to
11.15 pm. Robert Sorani, the Manager of The Buttery, will be delighted to
take your table reservations.

The Berkeley Buttery and Perroquet Bar are closed on Sundays.

THE BERKELEY
Wilton Place
Knightsbridge

London SW1X 7RL.
Tel: 01-235 6000 Telex: 919252
Fax: 01-235 4330

Member of The Leading Hotels of the World®




TICKET RESERVATIONS: 01-589 8212

ROYAL
ALBERT
HALL

PRIVATE CATERING: 01-589 8900



Modern
banking
with
traditional
values.

For nearly three hundred years Coutts has been
providing a highly personal banking service.

As times have changed so banking has had to adapt to
the new requirements of business and the individual.

We are justly proud of the modern sophisticated banking
techniques we employ, but we believe that it is our traditional
approach and personal service that continues to distinguish

us from other banks.

If you would like to know more please ring either
Stephen Foakes at Brompton Road Branch or Jan Fewell at
Cadogan Place Branch. They will be delighted to hear from

you.

BANKERS

Brompton Road Branch,
162, Brompton Road,
London,

SW3 1HU
Telephone 01-589 5205

Member of IMRO

Cadogan Place Branch,
1, Cadogan Place,
London,

SW1X 9PX

Telephone 01-235 9544




The Knightsbridge Association
6 Montpelier Street, London, SW7 1EZ

Chairman
Neville Labovitch MBE

Hon. Secretary
Carol Seymour-Newton

Hon. Treasurer
Christine Gilbertson

Chairman of Environment Committee
Richard Robinson





