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HARVEY NICHOLS

CHRISTMAS
SHOPPING

You will find the best in womenswear. menswear,
beauty, gifts for the home, childrenswear and food on our seven floors.
For the perfect gift Harvey Nichols’ unique Christmas boxes
contain a selection of exclusive food products as well as wines and spirits.

Each box is unique in its style and contents and with prices ranging

from £35 to £400 there is a suitable gift for everyone, be it for business,
family or friends. To order a brochure for our unique and stylish

Christmas Boxes call 0171 581 7594.

Harvey Nichols is open everyday, including Sundays.
Christmas shopping hours: Weekdays 10am-7pm. Wednesdays 10am-8pm. Sundays 12pm-5pm.



Linen
Merchant

The Linen Merchant specialises in the supply of beautiful and natural fabrics
Jor your household use. We can help you create the exact style of table-setting
that you are looking for; provide bedlinen for comfortable and elegant sleeping,
or thick towels and robes to wrap yourself in after a bath.

Our aim 1s Lo provide good qualily at fair prices.

Montpelier Street, London SW7 1EX
Telephone: 0171 584 3654




prudent (ad)): (of person or
conduct) showing care and
foresight.

prudence (7): the enduring
symbol of wise conduct.

prudential (corp): offering

financial security to 9
million people worldwide.

Pensions, Investments, Savings and Insurance.
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DE GROOT
COLLIS

Established in Property,
Established in Knightsbridge!

In the past 12 months, we have sold over £85 million
worth of property on behalf of clients. Our full range of
residential property services include:

* RESIDENTIAL SALES AND VALUATIONS

* FULL LETTINGS AND MANAGEMENT SERVICE
* DEVELOPMENT AND INVESTMENT ADVICE

¢ GLOBAL MARKETING

With a reputation for setting new price precedents,
De Groot Collis also offers the benefit of working in
conjunction with their overseas offices in the Far East,
in particular Hong Kong and Singapore.

KNIGHTSBRIDGE OFFICE
31 LOWNDES STREET LONDON SW1X 9HX
0171 235 8090

OFFICES ALSO IN CHELSEA, HYDE PARK, WEST END
AND AN INTERNATIONAL NETWORK OF
OVER 120 OFFICES WORLDWIDE
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S HE HYATT CARLTON TOWER IN THE HEART OF
LONDON’S MOST EXCLUSIVE VILLAGE.

ON CADOGAN PLACE, LONDON SW1X 9PY. TEL: 0171-235 1234, FAX: 0171-235 9129



PLC GROUP

CHARTERED ARCHITECTS DEVELOPMENT PLANNERS
. INTERIOR DESIGNERS SPACE PLANNERS
TOWN PLANNING CONSULTANTS
LAND AND URBAN PLANNING

-Asta House, 55-65 Whitfield Street,
- London W1P 5R]
Telephone: 0171 636 6621
Facsimile: 0171 631 5427




THE KNIGHTSBRIDGE GROUP

Wishing all Knightsbridge Residents
a Merry Christmas
and
Happy New Year

Members
Austin Reed Ltd
Norman Adams Ltd
Barclays Bank International Plc
The Berkeley
Bonhams
Boodle & Dunthorne
Cadogan Estates
Cartier Ltd
Christie’s South Kensington
Harrods
Harvey Nichols
Hobart Slater Partnership
Hyatt Carlton Tower Hotel
Hyde Park Hotel
Jaeger
Lee & Pembertons
Lowe, Howard Spink
National Westminster Bank Plc
The Scotch House
Searcy’s
Sheraton Park Tower Hotel

Honorary Members;
Household Cavalry Regiment
The Royal Thames Yacht Club

Mr Raymond Benardout




I hour processing

The Photocentre of our Brompton Road,
Knightsbridge store can normally process

most popular colour print films in just
one hour.*

HOUR
FILM

\PROCESSING,
g

If you are not entirely satisfied with
your photographs we will be happy to

reprint them.

72/76 Brompton Road,
Knightsbridge

* Subject to service availability.




UNIQUE
THERE IS NO OTHER VENUE LIKE IT
IN THE WORLD

PRESTIGIOUS

A WORLD CLASS VENUE
WITH WORLD CLASS EVENTS

DIVERSE

FROM CLASSICS TO CLAPTON
TCHAIKOVSKY TO TENNIS

VERSATILE

FROM A REVOLVING STAGE
TO AN ICE RINK

UNRIVALLED

THE VENUE

FOR MORE THAN JUST SUPERLATIVES CALL EVE HEWITT, DIRECTOR OF SALES AND MARKETING

0171 589 4129




The Third Force in

World Auctioneerine

dedication to the art of auction-
eering — as opposed to the art of
turning over a fast buck.

ONHAMS are only part of the third biggest
fine art auction group in the world. But
there are advantages in not being a colossus.

This is instanced by our attitude
towards the knotty subject of valua-
tion. Nothing is easier than giving a
higher-than-sensible price on an

object you bring in, in order to per-
suade you to let us sell it. But this is
actually bad business,

We are not
tempted to fill
our auctions with
articles that have ulready
been cxp(lscd in the saleroom
in order to fatten up our cata-
logues. What we get at Bonhums tends High valuations may attract vendors -
but they put off buyers, And nothing
is more galling than receiving a high
valuation and getting a low price -
or none at all. So don’t be put off if
you find the Bonhams valuation

to be fresh on the market,
Further, our poliey of fewer lots means
even the shyest little heirloom will

never get lost in the crowd. In fact,

generally, being smaller, we can still
give both buyer and seller a more errs on the side of caution. It will
attentive and personal touch, pay you in the end.

Sunday Service. The Bonhams experience.

For instance, we open on Sundays for With all this emphasis on the human
side of Bonhams, scholarship and
knowledge of the market are still major

obsessions. Many of our specialists are

longer hours than any of our major com-
petitors, while some of them are still get-
ting their shut-cye. Viewing on a Sunday
at Bonhams, you will find, is a really ex-Christoby’s people, and are recognised
authorities in their area of scholarship.
Our Ceramics man, for instance, has
been relentlessly singled out by BBC
Television as the acknowledged sage
on his subject....

pleasant Sunday-ish thing to do.

Rapid reaction.
Also, we recognize that when you decide
to sell, lhnugh the decision may have

lﬂk"n \_'(]ll \\’"'l'kﬁ. °even m(’nth;". -
¥ For these reasons and a catalogue

of others, next time you have

something to sell, bring it to
Bonhams, Even if you and your
family have always settled for a
Christoby’s diagnosis, let us

give you a second opinion.

you will want to see results fust.
At Bonhams we pride ourselves
on our speed of response, You
notice it the moment you walk
into our reeeption or ask us to
call you at home. From
valuation to cheque in the |
post, we keep devilling away In fact, selling or buying, try us.

on your behall. As we say at Bonham's, auctions

Auclioneering — speak louder than words.
auctionerring.

Perha pe what rl'“”}' defines the The Egyptian Dancer by Demetre Chiparus.
Bonhams approach is our very noticeable Estimate £3.000— £5.000.

BONHAMS

Maontpelier Street, Knightsbridge, London SWT L Tel: 0171-393 3900. Fax: 0171-393 3905
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ESTABLISHED 1798

BOODLE & DUNTHORNE

JEWELLERS

58 Brompton Road
Knightsbridge - London
0171 584 6363
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HOBART SLATER

Estate Agents and Valuers

‘YOUR LOCAL ESTATE AGENTS AT THE HEART OF
KNIGHTSBRIDGF’

‘THE COACH HOUSE’, RUTLAND MEWS WEST.
Opposite 2 & 4 Ennismore Street which were converted from Stables in the 1920s

RESIDENTIAL SALES & VALUATION INQLIRIE.S ............ 0171-581 8277
RESIDENTIAL RENTALS.. A e ..0171-581 3253

** MEMBERS OF KNIGHTSBRIDGE GROUP & ASSOCIATION AND COMMITTED **
TO THE CONSERVATION AND PROSPERITY OF KNIGHTSBRIDGE

6 MONTPELIER STREET, KNIGHTSBRIDGE, SW7 1EZ
ALSO THE MAIL BOX FOR KNIGHTSBRIDGE ASSOCIATION
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RARE AND DECORATIVE CARPETS 70, SOUTH AUDLEY STREET,

RUGS AND TAPESTRIES MAYFAIR,
apnstis? LONDON, W1Y SFE
MEMBER OF THE BRITISH ANTIQUE DEALERS’ < JGH SRARE KOG 1L 70 TELEPHONE: 0171-493 5288

ASSOCIATION g FACSIMILE: 0171-409 7030
Caucasian Zeichur Rug ¢ ’

LAST YEAR
HYUNDAI PRODUCED 1.1
MILLION CARS.
THE WORKFORCE BUILT
3% OF THEM.

4t Hvundai, we believe that-the best man for the job isn’t
always a man. In fact, 97% of ton line 1s carried out
by state of the ¢
dispensed with humans. We also employ 31,000 people at the larges
‘.'J.':'_|_III1' automotive r'r'-'ufuu tion line in the world. What§ more,
we now have the vast experience of the UK’ leading automotive

distributor and leasing company, Lex Sery ice PLC. This means

anyone buving a Hyundai is guaranteed one thing. 100% satisfaction.

=

For your nearest Hyundai dealer, phone Hyundai Car (UK) Ltd, 01494 428600, For more information about Lex Service PLC. phone 0171-705 1212



RNIGHTSBRIDGE | |
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The recent history
of the better
London Property

W.A Ellis have specialised in the buying, selling,
managing, surveying and letting of the finest oA e

London residential properties - since 1868. W A ELLIS
Today, W.A Ellis offer their wide experience of ESTATE AGENTS AND SURVEYORS ESTABLISHED 1868
Mayfair, Belgravia, Knightsbridge, Kensington and 174 Brompton Road, London SW3 1HP

Chelsea properties - to clients who require Telephone: 0171-581 7654

development advice, or simply a new home. Fax: 0171-589 3536




THERE
IS ONLY ONE

HARRODS.

CHRISTMAS STORE HOURS

Sundays 3rd, 10th and 17th December-11lam-5pm.
Wednesday 13th to Friday 22nd December-10am-8pm.

Saturday 23rd December-9am-5pm.

The store will be closed from Sunday 24th to Wednesday 27th December inclusive. |

KNIGHTSBRI DGES
Harrods Limited, Knightsbridge, London SWI. Telephone 0171-730 1234




Battle of Waterloo by Felix Philipotteaux, 1874

CHAIRMAN’S REVIEW

A week is a long time in politics. For instance
one might have an appointment with a cabinet
minister and seven days later arrive at the
private office to find, not only that the minister
had a different face but possibly a different
gender.

This is not really a frequent event since there
are less women in politics than in the world of
conservation, where women are at least as
numerous as men and prominent as leaders.
Protecting the neighbourhood is only one step
on from protecting the home and family, and
not far off from trying to defend the rain
forests, and so, the planet.

In the last thirty-four years, the
Knightsbridge Association has worked hard to
maintain the integrity of the area against an
onslaught that, during one period, would have
swept away a large part of the beautifully
proportioned streets and squares. To the
question of who was right, one can only point
to the fact that it is the houses in the
nineteenth century squares that command the
high prices, and it is the sixty’s buildings that
are being replaced.

It is an interesting fact that conservationists
are often devotees of good modern

L3

architecture. It is exhilarating to see a stunning
modern building in the right place, and there
are some very good examples in the ancient
university towns.

There are few such in the squares occupied
by Imperial College, one of our greatest seats
of learning. There must have been no women
in its higher reaches when Southside, Princes
Gardens, was commissioned.

The College is anxious to fill in the spaces in
Princes Gardens, but the density is already too
great and the existing buildings too large,
unsuited for the modern undergraduate, and
needing millions of pounds of good money to
be thrown after bad if they are to continue to
be used.

Let us hope that the authorities, whose remit
is within this area, will help Imperial College to
demolish these unsuitable buildings, too high
and too dominant, and replace them with the
beautiful modern buildings that we have all
been waiting for.

So why the Battle of Waterloo? No, it is not
to represent the College and the Knightsbridge
Association locked in combat. It is to draw
attention to the interesting article on page 40,
following the Report.



THE ENVIRONMENT

Last year's Report mentioned the extraordinary amount of time dedicated by members of the
Environment Committee, even in a year without an application for a major development. In
the twelve months that have followed, the committee has had its full quota of routine work,
including the continuation of major schemes such as Harrods” Hotel and the Prudential
Development which have taken up so much of its time. In addition, it has also begun to
deal with proposals put forward by Imperial College for a scheme which has been rumbling
in the background for some time, and which could have important consequences for the
immediate neighbourhood.

= it
Harrods' Totel in

e e e

The taxi entrance to Lancelot Place.

Harrods’ Hotel back to its original seating capacity. These, and

It is now three years since Harrods won its other amendments, mean that it will not be
appeal to create a 5-star hotel from their Trevor necessary to excavate the proposed new sub-
Square depository, and its final form has not basements beneath the depository.
yet been decided, although decisions are very Planning permission was granted for this
near. In April, the Association invited members revised application in August, however, it has
and local residents to a presentation of the been mooted that Harrods may wish to
newest set of amended plans given by the demolish Trevor House, destined to be the
architect, Michael Lyell. The meeting was southern face of the hotel on Brompton Road,
attended by a senior officer of Westminster City instead of re-modelling it, which from Harrods’
Council, and it was clear that there was point of view could be easier and more
widespread objection to the two cinemas economical. This would entail vet another
which had been suggested as part of the planning application with further consultation.
development, because of the problems that this Harrods is anxious to proceed with the scheme
would create, especially with parking in the and hopes that work will start during 1996.
evenings. There was also concern about the Trevor Square residents will remember that
size of the restaurants. the planning permission includes a legal

As a result of the meeting, Harrods agreed to agreement whereby Harrods would restore the
remove the cinemas and reduce the brasserie railings which had been removed from the
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Square during the war. Harrods has also agreed
to install the traffic calming measures at the
bottom of Trevor Square, but if this is provided
by the Prudential as part of an eatlier
agreement, then the money that has been
allocated would be transferred to the scheme
of improvement in Knightsbridge and
Brompton Road, which is being promoted by
the Association together with the local
authorities.

The redevelopment of Harrods’ car park in
Brompton Road, which will provide flats,
offices and several levels of underground
parking, is due for completion in the spring of
1996.

The Prudential Development
This enormous development, probably the
largest in Knightsbridge this century, has still
not commenced and there is, as yet, no firm
indication of when it is to begin. Some of the
offices have been renovated and re-let, with
break clauses in the lease.

Times have changed since the original
scheme was given planning permission, and it
is a matter of conjecture whether this
development will take place in its original
form.

The proposals took several years to prepare
and discuss with interested parties, including
the Knightsbridge Association, but in the
present weak climate of property development
it has been stated by the Prudential that the
carliest the scheme could be ready would be
the year 2000.

The Prudential will conduct a full re-appraisal
of the development including scheme concepts
and design. It is anticipated that there will be a
significant reduction in the amount of offices
proposed, with a consequent increase in the
residential content.

The Knightsbridge Association, which spent
several years working on the original schemes,
will be consulted on the new plans. It has not
been indicated whether this would include
abandoning the vast glass cover over the
proposed retail shops in the manner of an
American shopping mall, and perhaps
replacement by a London square, albeit
constituted by shops rather than houses.

The signing of the Section 106 Agreement
took place in April. As a result, the
experimental scheme of traffic calming
measures at the bottom of Trevor Square and
alongside the former George IV public house
in Montpelier Square, are expected to be
installed by mid 1996.

The two barriers will close the roads to the
hordes of traffic using these squares as a
shortcut between Brompton Road and
Knightsbridge. Residents in the immediate

ABOVE: The
Brompton Road
S[frontage of the
Prudential site —
the approved
scheme for rede-
velopment is cur-
rently being
re-assessed.

LEFT: Showing
the barriers in
Montpelier
Square and
Trevor Square.

areas will have smart cards to enable them to
have access to their homes by both the
northern and southern routes.

Kensington Gore

25 Kensington Gore, at the corner of Queen's
Gate, was formerly the Yugoslav Embassy. It
has been empty and increasingly derelict for
many years, but it has now been sold and
work has already begun to convert it into a
single family residence.

An application was made to demolish
numbers 23 and 24 and to build a small block
of flats in their place. The Committee did not

Left to right: 23, 24 and 25 Kensington Gore.



approve of the design and Westminster City
Council did eventually refuse permission.
These buildings, which are owned by the
Royal College of Art, are empty and derelict
and the front gardens are full of rubbish and
litter. It is to be hoped that their future is
secured before too long.

Also in Kensington Gore is the Royal College
of Organists which has an interesting
decorative facade. It has been empty for some
time and many rumours abounded as to which
important body might decide to occupy it. In
the event, we understand that it has been
purchased for a family home, and plans for its
conversion have been submitted to
Westminster City Council.

Rutland Gate
Park House, which is a delightful Edwardian
house in Rutland Gate, was occupied by the
Accademia Italiana for some years. Recently
the building became available for purchase and
permission was given to change the use from
office and residential to a solely residential
home. At the same time, the Association
opposed an alternative application for consular
and diplomatic use.

The building was once used for this purpose
and, as many residents will remember, it was
not a great success in this role, since large
queues were formed and the gardens were
used for purposes for which they were not
intended.

Montpelier Square

44A and 44B Montpelier Square, formerly the
Omani Embassy, are to be demolished and
replaced by single family houses. The George
IV public house, next door, has now been
closed and is also to be demolished. An
application has been made to replace it with
another family house which, it is claimed, will
harmonise with the early 19th century
character of the area. So this corner of
Montpelier Square will be entirely residential.

Some people may regret the loss of a pub
which has stood on the site for a very long

Buildings due to be demolished
and replaced with single family bomes.

time, however, it has long ceased to serve the
local population and there has been
considerable friction between local residents
and the rather noisy clientele.

South Kensington Station
Various schemes have been put forward to
develop this landmark in South Kensington.
Last year, the Committee considered a scheme
by Terry Farrell & Company which was felt to
be an overdevelopment, with an excessive
increase in office accommodation and an
unnecessary increase in shopping space. The
proposals to deal with existing traffic
circulation, which would of course increase
greatly as a result of such a scheme, were
thought to be totally inadequate and the
overall design was disappointing for a site so
pivotal to the whole South Kensington area.
Recent minor amendments put forward during
the year have not altered the Committee’s
view.

Kensington and Chelsea Council are still
discussing various aspects of the scheme with
the developers, including viability, design and
a broader view of the traffic implications. Tt is
possible that the proposals may come before
the Council’s Planning Committee before the
end of the year but it is more likely to be some
time in 1996.

It must be appreciated that a major
development in South Kensington will have a
knock-on effect on adjacent areas, apart from
the concern of all Londoners that this familiar
landmark, if it is to be removed, should be
succeeded by something worthwhile.

Upper Garden Rutland Gate
It is frustrating to report that it has still not
been possible to make any headway with the
new owner of Upper Garden through his
solicitors. It is now over twenty years since this
important garden fell into the hands of
absentee landlords and, since that time, it has
deteriorated sadly.

Neglect has been exacerbated by vandalism,
such as the dumping of rubbish, which is only
removed due to the public spirit of local
residents.

Richard Robinson, who, before his
retirement, was for many years an outstanding
chairman of this committee, has managed from
time to time to persuade his neighbours to
provide the money to keep the garden as
respectable as possible. This is a welcome
stop-gap, but there must be a determination of
this nonsensical position. The Environment
Committee has been discussing the problem
with Westminster Council for some time and it
is hoped that a solution will eventually be
found.



The Royal Albert Hall

Last year's Report contained a feature article
from the Royal Albert Hall on its extensive
plans for the future of this special building.
The facilities and servicing would be improved
and the car park would be extended under the
Albert Steps, acquired in 1993, allowing a large
new underground service yard with direct
access to the stage. This would mean a
dramatic reduction in the setting up and
removal times for events.

The south and east porches are to be
restored to their Victorian glory, with the south
porch being extended outwards to provide a
more suitable entrance from Prince Consort
Road and the Albert Steps.

The Royal Albert Ilall

In addition there is a controversial idea to
build a piazza extending from the front of the
hall over Kensington Gore to the Albert
Memorial, with the present main road running
underneath. Various aspects of the proposals
will be the subject of a planning application.
The Committee will be consulted and there
will be a presentation to members of the
Association.

The Albert Hall will be partly funding the
development from its own resources.

Originally a member of the Albertopolis Group,

it has now gone forward on its own and has
made its own application for funds from the
National Lottery.

The Albert Memorial
It has been a very long time since Londoners
and visitors to the capital have been able to
enjoy the sight of the Albert Memorial, and an
even longer time since it has been seen in its
original state.

The Knightsbridge Association which,
together with the Victorian Society, pressed so
hard for its rehabilitation, is naturally delighted
that work is fully under way on the restoration
of this monument to the exceptional prince,
whose enthusiasm inspired the intelligentsia of
a nation, and coincidentally brought about the
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names of several of the streets of north-west
Knightsbridge, as well as such famous
neighbours as the Albert Hall and the Victoria
and Albert Museum, to mention but a few,

After the government’s decision to provide
the first tranche of four million pounds, the
task of overseeing the work was entrusted to
English Heritage, and a charitable trust was
formed to raise further funds for the enterprise.
The Heritage chairman, Jocelyn Stevens,
became chairman of the trust, and other
trustees include the chairmen of the Victorian
Society and the Knightsbridge Association. The
total cost of the repairs is fourteen million
pounds and the Albert Memorial Trust is
concerned to see that funds are available to
meet the scheduled completion in 1999.

One novel fund raising project is to seek
sponsorship for the restoration of individual
items on the Memorial itself, ranging from the
Orb and Cross to one of the famous figures on
the frieze round the base of the Memorial,
Having played such an active roll in
encouraging the Government to begin the
refurbishment, the Knightsbridge Association
decided to sponsor the figure of George Gilbert
Scott, the architect of the Albert Memorial,
which adorns the podium amongst poets,
musicians, artists, architects and sculptors.

In June, the Prince of Wales, as Patron of the
Albert Memorial Trust, opened the visitor
centre alongside the Memorial in Kensington
Gardens. The centre contains an exhibition
designed to show visitors the extent and scope
of the project which is being carried out by
experts under the supervision of English
Heritage.

At that time, the exhibits included a newly
gilded angel from the top of the Memorial and
a golden lion from the canopy level, with the
central exhibit an exquisite six-foot high finely
detailed model of the Memorial which
reproduces in minute detail the foliage,
stonework and gilding, and two hundred
statues on the 180 foot monument.

HRH The Prince of Wales and Jane Asher
at the launch of the Albert Memorial Trust
on 22 March 1995



The exhibits on show at the visitor centre
alter from time to time according to the
schedule of work, and over the next few years
there will be displays of leadwork, decorative
foliage, bronzework and ornate carved stone.
The exhibition will also examine the life of
Prince Albert and his contribution to the life of
the nation. Over fifty thousand people have
already visited the centre since it opened in
April, and the opening hours in winter are
from 10am to 4pm.

The Alberi
Memorial model at
the Visitors Cenire.

ECOEPTURES OF THE PODIEM - Sosrm Fros: —THE ARCHITECT;
#/M P, %o

iy [Papesa

Sculptures of the Podivm — North Front -
The Architects. Showing second from left
George Gilbert Scott RA architect

of the Memorial. The Association is
sponsoring the restoration of Scott.

The Albert Memorial Visitors Centre.
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Knightsbridge Thoroughfare
and Brompton Road

Last year, with the millennium in mind, the
Knightsbridge Association suggested to
Westminster City Council and the Royal
Borough of Kensington and Chelsea that they
should join forces in an attempt to upgrade
and improve the Knightsbridge thoroughfare
and Brompton Road. These famous streets,
which have become a major shopping centre,
attracting very large numbers of overseas
visitors, are in urgent need of a face-lift, and
the fact that the borders of the two local
authorities criss-cross the streets is of no help.

An early decision of the three bodies was to
ask the Knightsbridge Group, representing
major commercial interests in the
neighbourhood, to join the project. A paper
was presented by the Knightsbridge
Association stating both long and short term
improvements which are thought to be
appropriate and necessary, and the two
councils are working together to produce
detailed proposals which are eagerly awaited.

There are two sides to this new initiative.
Firstly, there is a need to achieve high
standards in services and, when achieved,
constant monitoring 1o prevent them falling.
Ideally, there should be no discernable
difference between the standards of any
service regardless of whichever side of the
street. This would encompass the quick and
efficient repair of roads, pavements. street
furniture, and lighting, and an adequate system
of street sweeping and rubbish collection.

An unpleasant eyesore is the overflowing
rubbish bins, due to misuse, and staggered
rubbish collections from shops, causing black
bags and waste packaging to be on the street
at all times of the day, waiting for different
private contractors to remove them.

The other facet of the new initiative is a
series of environmental improvements. These
would include upgrading the raised pavement
areas in Brompton Road, repairing and
replacing sub-standard pavements, upgrading
street crossings, and substituting railings with
ones of better design and manufacture. There
should also be a review of bus stops and
improvements to the underground station.

A major environmental improvement would
be to provide a focal point at the Knightsbridge
junction, where three important shopping
streets, Knightsbridge, Sloane Street and
Brompton Road, meet at a group of miserable
islands.

At one time an equestrian statue stood at the
centre and it would be nice if this area could
again have some central focus, whether it be a
statue, sculpture or fountain, combined with
some imaginative landscaping.



Knightsbridge Underground Station
The project to improve and upgrade the area
cannot succeed if any important section is left
out. Thus, it is essential that the Knightsbridge
underground station, should be included.

The Association has been able to commence
an exchange of views with London
Underground which has examined some
detailed complaints and constructive
suggestions.

In response, London Underground produced
a project paper for discussion, which is to be
followed by a feasibility qtudy There will be
consultation with the Knightsbridge Association
and the local authorities during the design
process, and close liaison with these bodies to
ensure that the scheme is co-ordinated with the
package of improvements being planned for
Knightsbridge thoroughfare and Brompton
Road.

It is appreciated that London Underground
has a constant problem of priorities in the
disbursement of its money, and it is
encouraging that the high profile which
Knightsbridge shows to overseas visitors has
been recognised.

The Association is pleased that its recent
approaches have met with a co-operative
response and looks forward to a successful
contribution to the joint effort to uplift the
area.

The French Embassy
Sadly, the hope expressed last year by the
French Embassy that it would be able to clean
and redecorate the exterior of its building in
1995, has not come to fruition. The building
has continued to deteriorate, in contrast to its
twin, number two Albert Gate, which has been
restored to a very high standard for the Kuwaiti
Embassy. Many voices, including English
Heritage and Westminster City Council, have
joined the Knightsbridge Association in urging
the French Embassy to begin work, and it is
understood that an encouraging reply has been
received.

1 Albert Gate, The French Embassy, in great need
of repairs and redecoration, adds to the dilapidated
appearance of parts of Knightsbridge.

Crowd congestion ouiside Harrods at Hans Crescent

LEFT: Faulty design
megns theat this is a
common sight.

BELOW: The desolate
wasteland at the
Knightshridge junction
where the Association
would like to see a
Jocal point.

Split level pavements in Brompion Road would benefit from
re-landscaping. New more elegant railings would enbance
the whole Knightsbridge and Brompton Road thoroughfare



Imperial College
Imperial College is one of the world’s great
institutions of education and research, and
many discoveries in science and medicine have
emanated from its centre on Exhibition Road.
Like other successful seats of learning, it is
anxious to expand and to provide its
undergraduates with up to date
accommodation in which they can live and
work. It was once mooted that the entire
College move to a campus site outside London,
and enjoy plenty of space, fresh air and
facilities for recreation. However, it was
decided in the fifties to retain its present site
and expand across the main road to Princes
Gardens, a pleasant and homogeneous
Victorian square.

In 1956 the College obtained a compulsory
purchase order to acquire from the Freake
Estate the whole of Princes Gardens, and work
began on demolishing the Victorian houses on
the south and east terraces and half of the
north terrace. In 1959 the ten storey Weeks
Hall was built at the north east corner. The

massive bulk of Southside Hall, which
dominates the square was erected in 1963,
followed by Linstead Hall in 1968 and the
Linstead Hall extension in 1980.

The gaps left by the original demolition have
remained to this day and are not, as many
people believe, due to bomb damage during
the war.

In the late seventies the eight remaining
houses on the north terrace were listed at the
request of the Knightsbridge Association, and
after a long period of discussions with
Westminster City Council and the College, the
Association was also able to ensure that the
Linstead Hall extension had considerably less
accommodation than originally planned.

During the years that followed, the question
remained as to how Princes Gardens could be
completed in a useful and acceptable way.
There were too many people already living in
the very large buildings in the square to justify
the building of further halls of residence. In
fact, at one time the College talked of installing
a library and indoor sports facilities, as it was

.‘ B L B -\.i: = .'l-.

Aerial view showing the whole of Imperial College’s campus including Princes Gardens and the recently acquired Princes

Galte Garden to the north.



obvious to all that the density was too high. It
was also obvious that this overcrowding,
coupled with the design of the buildings, was
compounding the problems of noise, and
disturbance of other sorts, suffered by the local
residents.

In 1992, Norman Foster Associates were
appointed to prepare a master plan for the
development and expansion of the College.
Some interesting ideas for the Queens’s Gate to
Exhibition Road area included expanding the
Queen’s Lawn and covering over the
courtyards to create an underground car park,
which would remove parked vehicles from
Imperial Institute Road. Also suggested was a
new and imposing entrance to the College in
Exhibition Road. As far as Princes Gardens was
concerned, it was only indicated that the
empty sites would be built on.

The next step was not long in coming, and
early this year the surveyors, Montagu Evans,
were appointed to consult interested parties on
the furure of Princes Gardens. Following their
report, the College drew up a planning brief
and appointed architects MacCormac Jamieson
Pritchard to prepare a scheme for the Gardens’
sites. Since then the College has acquired the
freehold of the large gardens north of the
square, behind the north terrace.

A bizarre obstacle in any plan to re-establish
some cohesion in Princes Gardens, is the
surprise listing of Southside and Weeks Hall
under a recently introduced category of post
war educational buildings.

The truth is that these buildings are out of
date and unsuited to the requirements of a
modern university without the expenditure of
very large sums of money. Not surprisingly, the
College is as concerned as the Association by
the listing of Southside, which is now adding
to the problem of the proper development of
Princes Gardens.

Beauty is in the eye of the beholder, and in
the fifties the brutalist style of architecture had
its following especially among the creators of
institutional buildings. There are many amongst
the residential population who find the
buildings too severe, out of scale and out of
sympathy with their surroundings.

The Association has formed a special sub-
committee to deal with all aspects of this
development. It comprises members from the
flats, terrace and mews properties who will be
affected by whatever takes place. The
chairman is Jeremy Mackay-Lewis, who heads
a well known architectural practice, and is a
member of the Environment Committee. It is
felt that the further extension of the College
must be considered as a whole and not in the
piecemeal manner which has caused much of
the friction of the last thirty years. The sub-

Southside and Linstead Hall dominate
-the mews houses but also the neighbourhood.

The Sports Centre and swimming pool.




committee is hard at work and has already had
meetings with the College and Westminster
City Council.

The problems that have emerged are
considerable. Whether from the design or its
application, the noise and disturbance suffered
by the adjacent resident population during a
period of some thirty years has been distressing.
The number of students living in the halls of
residence is excessive and these buildings are
no longer efficient and do not provide the sort
of accommodation that is required.

The sub-committee is prepared for a series of
discussions with Imperial College. It is
concerned that the quality of life of the
residents should be born in mind by the
College authorities and their architects, and that
the area should be considered as a whole, so
that a balanced group of high quality buildings
can take the place of the present worn out and
outdated structures, which no longer serve the
purpose for which they were built.

Consultation Papers
Strategic Guidance for London: A Paper
entitled “Strategic Guidance for London
Planning Authorities” was issued in March 1995
by the Government Office for London as a
consultation draft to set out a planning strategy
for the capital, to which all Unitary
Development Plans (UDP’s) issued by local
authorities should have regard.

Of particular concern to the Knightsbridge
Association is the proposed definition of the
“Central Area” which is significantly wider than
the “Central Activities Zone” (CAZ) as already
defined in the Westminster Unitary
Development Plan. If this were approved, it
would lead to pressure to expand the CAZ
westwards along Knightsbridge and Brompton
Road to the detriment of adjoining residential
areas, for instance the Trevors and the
Montpeliers. ;

Westminster City Council is alert to this
danger, which would change the nature of the
neighbourhood, and will be commenting
accordingly.

The document also proposes that the lack of
off-street parking should not be used to restrict
conversion of existing properties to provide
additional housing units. This is contrary to
existing policy and it is to be hoped that the
City Council will argue for its retention.

The Committee was also asked to comment
on a review of Gévernment policy on dropped
kerbs and tactile paving and a Westminster City
Council Paper on Public Art Strategy.

Use Classes Order: Certain aspects of the 1987
Amendments to the Use Classes Order
continue to give concern. The permissions

given to food shops and restaurants under
Class A1 and Class A3, for hot or cold food to
be eaten on or off the premises, are confusing
and difficult to administer in a way which
protects the environment. Both Westminster
Council and the Royal Borough have taken
action to persuade the Government to modify
the Use Classes Order by removing hot food
takeaways from Class A3 and sandwich bars
from Class A1, which would be a considerable
improvement.

Deregulation: There is concern at the impact of
some of the government’s deregulation
initiatives, especially those referring to shop
closing hours, Sunday trading, street trading,
night cafes, and liquor licensing. The Royal
Borough organised a meeting to consider the
consequences and wrote to the Secretary of -
State for the Environment to express the
concern of the Council and the residents at the
dangers inherent in some of the deregulation
proposals. The Association also wrote to the
minister and Westminster City Council has
taken an equally strong line.

Listed Buildings: The Government has issued a
planning policy guide called “Planning the
Historic Environment”. This guide refers in
some detail to listed buildings and
conservation areas and, although it contains
nothing controversial, it will necessitate some
changes to the Unitary Development Plans
(UDPs) of the Local Authorities.

It should also go some way to clarify the
vexed question of repairs and alterations to
listed buildings.

Following this initiative, Westminster City
Council has published its own planning guide
which includes the latest modifications to its
draft Unitary Development Plan. This
document, although in draft form, explains the
system of listed building control and the
standards applied by the Council. It will be of
great value to owners, occupiers and potential
purchasers of listed buildings.

54 Princes Gate— a Listed 5uﬁdr'ng
currently at risk.



Permitted Development: The Development It is obviously possible and preferable to deal

Order 1995 has extended a number of with the matter by negotiation with the existing
permitted development rights. These include freeholder, but it appears that a tribunal
allowing TV antennae, under certain hearing is an integral part of the whole
conditions, to be fixed to buildings which are statutory and enfranchisement process. In
under 15 metres in height, and closed circuit addition they advise tenants to present their
television cameras are permitted subject to own case, even though they are assisted by
certain safeguards lawyers and valuers.

Further information and advice can be

Appeals obtained from: Joan South, Leasehold

Last year an application by the owners of Enfranchisement Association: 0171 937 0866.

Montrose Court, in Exhibition Road, to add an
extra storey, set back at roof level, was refused
permission by Westminster City Council. The
owners went to appeal and early this year the
refusal was overturned and work on the new
storey is likely to commence in April of 1996.

Last year’s Report chronicled the dismissal of
the appeal, by the owners of the Cascade shop
in Brompton Road, against the refusal of the
Royal Borough to allow an open shop front,
which had never been submitted for approval.
In February, a closed shop front was installed
as instructed by the inspector and the shop is
no longer trading on to the street.

Leasehold Enfranchisement
The disappointment with the final results of the
Leaseholders Enfranchisement Act, which
raised so much anticipation amongst
leaseholders hoping to obtain their freeholds,
was described in last year’s Report. This Act of
Parliament, began like a lion and ended as
much less than a lamb, The Leasehold
Enfranchisement Association, which pioneered
the principle of allowing people to purchase
their leasehold properties, advised leaseholders
to tread warily and await the results of a few
cases which were pending.

In the past year this organisation has given
free advice and support to those who have
already applied to acquire their freeholds, and
attended all the tribunal hearings arising to date.

The sale in July of the Smiths’ Charity Estate
to the Wellcome Trust has raised eyebrows
throughout the land.

In July, tenants were given 28 days following
the sale to register an interest, which was
thought to be inadequate in the midst of the
holiday season. This could have left some
tenants dis-enfranchised.

The Leasehold Enfranchisement Association,
together with some of the tenants, displayed
amazing energy by faxing absent residents
around the world, which resulted in a large
number of tenants expressing interest in
buying their leases.

The Leasehold Enfranchisement Association
advises those tenants thinking of applying to ;
purchase the freehold, or extend the lease, that For students of history, 32-43 Princes Gate,
they should be prepared for a tribunal hearing. from a 1906 postcard — now the site of Montrose Court.

Properties in Ennismore Gardens, part of the Ellsmere
Estate, eligible for enfranchisement.

Montrose Court, built in the mid 50'5.The extra storey
will be set back from the front (see Appeals)..




TRAFFIC AND PARKING

It was the mass production of the motor car
that freed urban dwellers to move through
their towns and cities and beyond. At the same
time, the underground railways were spreading
to the outskirts thus creating vast dormitory
suburbs, which would eventually release
thousands of motor vehicles to choke the
roads.

Now this freedom has given way to the
tyranny of exhaust fumes and motorists are
reduced to the speed of the hansom cab in
many parts of London.

Urban motoring is not only frustrating for
drivers, it also causes illness and possible death
to pedestrians and those living near busy
roads, from the noxious fumes that are emitted,

Despite the introduction of lead free fuel and
catalytic converters, pollution from the internal
combustion engine in central London
continues to grow. Measurements taken in
Westminster show an increase in number of
“poor” quality days. The visible fumes may
have disappeared but the deadly, odourless,
invisible particulates still remain and exhaust
tests have revealed failure rates of between 11
and 50 per cent of vehicles tested.

ABOVE: A bar across these signs would
clarify the coach and lorry ban.

BELOW: Another driver who
JSailed to interpret the coach ban sign,
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It is no new idea that action should be taken
to reduce the deadly poison, which is at a high
level in parts of Knightsbridge, by possible
restrictions to vehicles, by attachments to
exhausts where possible, and by an increase in
the amount and quality of public transport.

The work of the Traffic Committee is often
frustrating in that it takes so long for
suggestions to be absorbed and acted upon by
the authorities. Sunday openings of the stores
and shops last Christmas and during July this
year have proved, yet again, the need for the
full parking controls for which the Committee
has been pressing. It is satisfying to report, that
having taken the necessary steps, the local
authorities will be extending parking controls
to Sundays during the run up to Christmas.

The legal agreement between the Prudential
and Westminster City Council, connected with
the projected development, was finally signed
in April and the traffic calming measures for
Montpelier Square and Trevor Square, which
form part of this agreement, are expected to be-
in place by mid 1996. This will protect these
pleasant squares from the ‘rat running’ that has
aggravated residents and which is on the
increase.

Those householders living in the immediate
areas will be given smart cards which will
allow them access to their homes from either
direction, and this experiment will be watched
with considerable interest.

A continuing nuisance is the number of
times coaches enter unsuitable streets which
do not give them access to the main roads for
which they are searching. This is despite the
signs which have been strategically pld(:ed
Since the United Kingdom has been going
metric, it would seem helpful if internationally
rmogmsed signage could be used, since so
many of the coaches are from abroad.
However, this would not solve the problem of
the British coach drivers who ignore the
present signs.

Westminster City Council and The Royal
Borough have helpfully provided the much
needed pedestrian crossing in Queen’s Gate
which is now frequently used and much
welcomed by local residents. The parking
problems around the Albert Hall, at the top of
Exhibition Road, were the suh}u.t of surveys
by Westminster City Council, and proposals for
improvement are imminent.

The introduction of ‘pay and display’ parking
is working well, but a disadvantage is, if one
machine is out of action it can prevent a whole
bay from being used. There must surely be
some way to overcome this problem which
needs to be addressed urgently.



RUBBISH AND LITTER

The Rubbish and Litter Committee has always
been a body that cannot relax. After many
years of constant endeavour, the residential
streets and squares of Knightsbridge were
clean and cared for and an example to other
parts of the metropolis.

Last year's Report, however, sounded a
warning note and the reality is that, after many
vears of improvement, the standards of rubbish
collections have collapsed and instead of
taking place at the published times, household
rubbish has been left on the pavements for up
to four hours.

Westminster City Council did not renew the
contract of the cleansing company, which had
operated since the work was first put out to
rl’ﬂtl(‘r. ;]nd [h(' new contractors {()()]\' over in
mid-September.

It was not a promising start as the collections
were even later,

The new company will be operating with
more efficient vehicles. Although these have
been ordered they have not yet arrived, but it
is hoped to phase them in by the end of the
year.

Other machinery which will be introduced
will facilitate street sweeping, leaf clearance
and dog waste removal.

The sweeping and collection contract is for
seven years, but the contract for the
transporting of waste is for 21 years. Seventy
per cent of the waste will be taken by lorry
and incinerated at a heat and power plant in
Lewisham and the remaining thirty per cent
will be packed into containers and taken down
the Thames to landfill.

In the view of Westminster Council the new
contract should result in a higher level of
service. The Committee hopes that the initial
problems will prove temporary and is carefully
monitoring the position.

The situation in the shopping streets of
Knightsbridge is a different proposition. The
rubbish that clutters the pavements is a
constant eyesore and the Committee is in
almost daily communicaton with both
Westminster Council and the Royal Borough.
On the Kensington side of the border the
cleansing contract has another two years to
run.

The current plans include more frequent
emptying of bins and a permanent sweeper. A
strong effort is to be made to co-ordinate
private waste collections to try to eradicate the
situation where black bags are on the
pavement throughout the day.

The Royal Borough is pleased with the
results of the successful doorstep paper

collection which it has been operating and
intends to extend the service to blocks of flats.
Westminster is also going to introduce a
fortnightly collection of paper and plastic
bottles for recycling.

ABOVE AND LEFT,
Late collections
have meant
pavements piled
with rubbish for
up to four bours.

BELOW LEFT: New
suction machine
Jfor litter.

BELOW RiceHT
Hours of
collection.




HYDE PARK AND KENSINGTON GARDENS

The grass and trees of these beautiful parks
continue, as always, to give pleasure and
delight to those Londoners who are able to
take time off to walk or sit in their lovely
surroundings, or even only to pass through on
a journey elsewhere.

Whilst the parks may always look the same
to visitors, work never ceases. The Dell
restaurant has undergone a complete
refurbishment and work is progressing on
landscaping the Lido site, which will be
re-opened next Spring with a new cafeteria

New
landscaping
is proposed
rowie

Peter Pan.

Too many Canada Geese cause
damage to the eco-structure

Roval Parks” Agency/Martin Jones

Royal Parks’ Agency/Martin Jones

and enhanced facilities for swimmers.

Pedestrians will be pleased to know that a
new crossing is to be installed on West
Carriage Drive, as part of a package of
improvements to calm traffic on this busy road.
At Temple Gate, between the Gallery and
Serpentine Bridge, a new turnstyle gate is to be
installed in line with the new pedestrian
crossing, leading from Hyde Park to
Kensington Gardens.

In Kensington Gardens the replanting of
lime trees to the south of Round Pond, on the
original lines of Charles Bridgeman's planting
plan of 1734, continues. At Palace Gate, the old
rose garden has been planted with a new rose
called Peacemaker to mark the 50th
anniversary of the United Nations™ Association
this year.

Every silver lining has a cloud and the
Canada geese continue to cause damage to the
Round Pond and its surrounding grassy area.
These fine looking birds are now returning to
the park for winter and hopefully the Royal
Parks' Agency will be able to exercise its
knowledge of family planning.

Rollerblading

Whilst the main object of the Royal Parks is to
allow visitors of all ages to take their pleasure
in peace and quiet, Hyde Park has always been
accommodating to those who wish to enjoy
recreation. These diversions have been
segregated where possible, with ball games
being played in large open spaces, riding on
famous Rotten Row, bowls, and now also
boules, in their own patch and, of course,
boating on the Serpentine.

What these pastimes have in common is that
they do not interfere physically with
pedestrians, by whom they can be seen and
avoided.

In the past few years, cyclists have entered
the parks in increasing numbers and. whilst the
Yarks’ authorities have tried to give them their
own bicycle lanes, these are often shared with
pedestrian paths. There has been inevitable
friction, for while cyclists ask to be segregated
from cars, pedestrians wish to be separated
from cyclists.

The problem increased dramatically with the
invasion of large numbers of rollerbladers who
sped around the Broadwalk in Kensington
Gardens, a place beloved of children, and the
busy paths of Hyde Park. From the first assault
there was an immediate reaction from park
lovers who prophesied disaster. Very soon a
cyclist was killed and a lady rider lost her eye
after clashes with rollerbladers. It should be




Conflicting paths — a new beadache for the Parks.

noted that the victims were neither elderly
people, nor children, but young people in the
prime of life.

These catastrophes caused great unrest and
drew scathing remarks from the coroner who
presided at the inquest on the death.

The Parks’ authorites have met with
representatives of the rollerbladers and offered
them some specally designated areas in the
hope that they will confine themselves to these

roads. These include, the use of some cycle
tracks, the Serpentine Road and, on Sundays,
the South Carriage Drive in Hyde Park, and in
Kensington Gardens, Albert Memorial Road,
Palace Walk, which runs from Mount Gate to
the Broadwalk, and an area of the Broadwalk
itself. This is a six month trial period which
may well be re-thought if the letters of
complaint continue to be as numerous as they
have been.

HYDE PARK AND KENSINGTON GARDENS
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LAW AND ORDER

It is a sign of the times that the Law and Order Committee, the most recent of the Association’s
specialist bodies, should have expanded so quickly and carry such a heavy workload. The success of
Knightsbridge as a highly sophisticated shopping area, visited daily by great numbers of overseas
visitors, has brought with it an increase in crime of all types, requiring constant vigilance amongst
both the resident population and the business community.

CCTV: Police Command post with screens monitored round the clock

Closed Circuit Television
In January, the Closed Circuit Television Project
for South Westminster was launched. The Law
and Order Committee was heavily involved, with
numerous presentations at New Scotland Yard
attended by large and enthusiastic audiences of
residents and business people, who were keen
to support a project aimed at making the main
streets of the area a safer place.

The system, which is known as CCTV, has
already proved its worth in Newcastle-upon-
Tyne, where a significant reduction in crime is
attributed to 16 cameras. In only two years the
crime figures have been reduced by 6,000
offences and, contrary to what might have
been expected, the criminal activities have not
moved to adjacent streets.

The Newcastle police report a 56% fall in
vehicle theft, a 50% reduction in burglary of
commercial premises, significant falls in theft
from individuals and a similar drop in assaults.
One of the reasons for this is that the pictures
are of a high standard and are acceptable in
court as evidence. The local businesses are
delighted with the reduction in their insurance
premiums,

In Knightsbridge, the Metropolitan Police,
who will be manning the control centre day
and night, are looking to local business and
property owners, who will be the beneficiaries
of the reduction in crime, to support them by

helping to raise the money to install the state
of the art equipment. The Knightsbridge
Association has set an example by making the
first donation.

Burglary Artifice
This crime is still prevalent and consists of
bogus officials, such as meter readers, who
concentrate on buildings without porters or
caretakers. The imposter claims that he has
come to read the meter or check the wiring
and, in all cases, should be asked to produce
identification.

50 Crime in Knightsbridge Area. Jan - Oct 1995
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Automobile Theft
Sadly, thefts from cars still occur because
people continue to leave valuable items,
including cameras and mobile telephones, in
full view in parked cars.

A special Police Task Force has been brought

into operation in this area to tackle a group
specialising in the theft of expensive cars, often
to order, for immediate shipment overseas.
Owners should consider the installation of an
electric tracking system, recommended by the
local crime prevention officer.

House Burglary
Thanks to the Metropolitan Police’s ‘Operation
Bumblebee’, which has been most successful
in reducing house burglary, the police are able
to concentrate on other types of crime.

House burglary will always be with us,
however, particularly in the summer, when
illicit entry to terraced houses is facilitated by
scaffolding which has not been protected by
an electronic surveillance system. This is
something that the Knightsbridge Association
has been commending to local residents for
many years.

Pickpockets and Bagsnatchers
These criminals are active in Knightsbridge,
especially where there are crowds, as at
underground stations and bus stops. A Z-car,
an unmarked car with plain clothes police, has
had considerable success operating with fast
response time in this area.

Crime Prevention

Officers on the Crime Prevention Stand at the
Association’s Annual General Meeting, will be
pleased to give advice to members. A number
of presentations on personal safety have been
given to small groups of residents and more
are planned.

The police hope that members will come
and introduce themselves at the AGM if they
are interested.

Illegal Street Trading
The Illegal Street Traders Liaison Group, which
consists of officers of Kensington and Chelsea
Borough Council, Kensington Police and the
Knightsbridge Association, has been lobbying

for changes in the law and more understanding

from the courts.

New laws have included heavier fines and
the seizure of goods as well as vehicles. This
will not eradicate the problem of the sale of
counterfeit and fake goods, but it should effect
a reduction.

Knightsbridge is full of overseas visitors,
who are targets of this crime, and the heather

sellers who accost them are becoming more
aggressive. This is one of the areas where the
new TV equipment would be most useful.

ABOVE: Mllegal traders awaiting their tarpets
outside Harrods' door 6.

BELOW: Fresh supplies of counterfeit scent
awaiting collection in Hans Crescent.




SOCIAL EVENTS AND THE A.G.M.

The Annual General Meeting had another
record turnout and a packed audience listened
to Stephen Norris MP, Minister of Transport for
London, who gave a comprehensive run down
on some of the seemingly intractable problems
of traffic in the capital. Amongst the guests
were, the Rt Hon Peter Brooke CH, MP,
Member of Parliament for Westminster, the
Lord Mayor of Westminster and the Mayor of
Kensington and Chelsea, several other
councillors including the chairman of the traffic
committees for both councils, Councillor David
Harvey and Councillor John Corbet-Singleton.
Also attending were many senior officers of
Westminster City Council, amongst whom were
Sidney Sporle, the Director of Planning and
Transportation and from the Royal Borough,
Michael French, Executive Director of Planning
and Conservation and Michael Stroud,
Executive Director of Environmental Services.
As usual, there was a large contingent of senior
police officers.

Prior to the meeting there was the customary
reception where members were able to meet
their neighbours and the Association’s guests.
This was, as ever, a most enjoyable party.

Town and Gown
Following last year’s successful party, another
joint event was arranged by the Friends of
Imperial College and the Knightsbridge
Association at the Rector’s Lodge, 170 Queen's
Gate, a most agreeable and interesting house

designed by Norman Shaw. The weather was

Steven Norris MP, Minister for Transport in London, addressing members at the Annual General Meeting
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again pleasant and guests were able to enjoy
their refreshments in the beautiful garden. The
rector gave a brief outline of the College’s
achievements, and his speech was followed by
a charming recital by the College’s own
quintet, formed by the Ash Music Scholars,
who were taking a joint degree course in
physics with studies in musical performance.

This Year’s AGM
This vear's AGM will be on Monday, December
4th in Holy Trinity Brompton Church Hall. The
reception will take place at 6pm and the
meeting will start at 6.30pm, when members
will be addressed by the Rt Hon Virginia
Bottomley MP, Secretary of State for National
Heritage. This government department is one
of the two most important to the Association,
and it will be most interesting to hear the
views of its fourth incumbent.

The Lord Mayor of
Westminster and the
Mayor of the Royal
Borough will be present
as well as councillors
and officers from both
local authorities
together with many
other important guests.
The Metropolitan Police
will again attend in
force with a stand
exhibiting crime
prevention.

T}.r?c'm. ”tu.

Virginia
Bottomley [P, MF.
Secretary of State for
National Heritage.



RECEPTION BEFORE
THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
DECEMBER 1994

lain Walker and Cllr. Angela Hooper, Lord Mayor of Peter Brown, Assistant Traffic Director for London, Clir.
Westminster. Doreen Weatherbead, Mayor of Kensingion & Chelsea and
Cliv. Alick Whitfield.

Cllr. David Harvey, Chairman of Westminster City Nina Wallis, Sir Wilfred Robinson and Lady Robinson.
Council’s Traffic Sub-Committee, Lady Grade and
Cllr. Kevin Gardner.
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P.C. James Butler, Maya Bradley and Jennifer Skelsey and Moira Charkbam
Sgt. Jeremy Blood.
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Cllr. David Harvey, Chairman of Westminster City Dir. Francis Singer. Councillor fobn Corbet-Singleton,
Council’s Traffic Sub-Committee, and Chairman of Kensington & Chelsea's Highways & Works
Dr. Anthony Brigginshaw Committee, Ellie Brook and Councillor Kevin Gardner,

P.C. Steve Hayward. Ray Dyer, Madeline Eldson and David McDonald, Principle Planning Officer, Kensington
P.C. Clive Coleman. & Chelsea and Michael French, Executive Director of
Planning and Conservation, Kensington & Chelsea.

Sarah Wills, Klaus Leist and Lise Grauves.

- o

Carol Seymour-Newton and Diana Jenkins Norab Black and Lady Grade with the Raffle.
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LOCAL AND
OTHER AUTHORITIES

It is not often that the Annual Report notes
many changes to the most important posts
within the ministries and councils with which
the Association’s work is mainly involved, but
this year is an exception.

In the recent Cabinet reshuffle Mrs Virginia
Bottomley has been moved from the
Department of Health to become Secretary of
State for National Heritage and the Association
will have the pleasure of congratulating her at
the Annual Meeting,

In local government the Leader of
Westminster City Council, Miles Young, has
resigned his position, having been posted
overseas, and has been succeeded as Leader
by Councillor Melvyn Caplan. In this climate
of change it is good to see that Robert Davis
remains Chairman of Planning and Transport
and Councillor Robert Moreland, one of our
local representatives, remains Chairman of the
Environment Committee. Councillor Jonathan
Djanogly takes over from Councillor David
Harvey as Chairman of the Traffic & Works
Committee.

The Royal Borough of Kensington & Chelsea
which covers the smaller but equally important
part of Knightsbridge, still retains the same

Cllr. Joan Hanham, Leader
of Kensington & Chelsea
Council.

Cllr. Melvyn Caplan,
Leader of Westminster City
Couwncil.

Cllr. Robert Davis,
Chatrman of Westminster's
Planning & Transport
Commitiee

Cllr. Desmond Harney,
Chairman of Kensington &
Chelsea’s Planning &
Conservation Committee.

councillors in the key positions. Councillor
Joan Hanham is Leader of the Council with
Councillor Desmond Harney as Chairman of
Planning and Conservation and Councillor
Nicolas Paget-Brown as Chairman of
Environmental Services.

The senior officers of both local authorities,
headed by Sid Sporle at Westminster and
Michael French at Kensington and Chelsea,
have been sensitive as always to the
Association’s concerns. The new initiative to
upgrade Knightsbridge thoroughfare and
Brompton Road has brought several helpful
new friends amongst the officers of both coun-
cils.

FINANCE

The Association was faced with extra costs
during the year due to consultancy fees con-
nected with the successful conclusion of the
case against Cascade; expenditure on a mem-
bership drive; and a donation to the police
closed circuit TV scheme for Knightsbridge
and Brompton Road. In spite of this the Hon.
Treasurer was able to report an increase in
funds. The Association continues to sponsor
litter bins of both Councils and also makes a
contribution to the Knightsbridge Group'’s
Christmas Lights scheme.

APPRECIATIONS

This is the 34th Annual Report of the
Knightsbridge Association and it is heartening
to see this voluntary organisation still expand-
ing its activities in changing circumstances, but
never wavering in its determination to pre-
serve and protect the fabric of Knightsbridge
and maintain and improve the quality of life of
its citizens.

The basis of the Association’s achievements
is the quality and dedication of the chairmen
of its various committees.

The heaviest load is born by the chairman
of the Environment Committee, Michael
Wright, an architect and surveyor who was
once in charge of planning in Hong Kong. He
is supported by the vice-chairman Lesley
MacDonagh, an expert in planning law and a
name to conjure with in legal circles. They are
backed up by two other architects, Ian
Caldwell and Jeremy Mackay-Lewis, who
heads a well known practice, and is chairman
of the sub-committee which is examining the
proposed extension of Imperial College.

Another committee member, Robert Morris is
working with the local authorities on the new
initiative to upgrade Knightsbridge thorough-
fare and Brompton Road. Together




with its other members, the Environment
Committee is a formidable body which
deserves the thanks and appreciation of us all.

A daily aggravation and concern to every
citizen is the motor vehicle. The Traffic
Committee is chaired by Councillor Kevin
Gardner, who brings to it his experience as a
serving member of Westminster City Council.
He has been pressing for some time to protect
the locality from an avalanche of Sunday
shoppers.

The Rubbish and Litter Committee is always
on duty. It is chaired by Frances Rice who has
toiled during the years to see that the streets
and squares of Knightsbridge are as clean as
every residential area should be.

Now that the standards of collection have
dropped significantly, Frances has a worrying
time on her hands.

The Law and Order Committee was the latest
to be formed, but is now one of the busiest. It
is chaired by Gordon Shingleton, an expert in
security matters, and his deputy is Ellie Brook.

Members who enjoy the offerings at the
party before the Annual General Meeting, will
already know that the Social and Events
Committee is chaired by Lady Grade.

Another success is the way Klaus and
Elizabeth Leist have taken on the Membership
Committee, and their hard work and
enthusiasm are already showing results.

All those exceptional people who have been
mentioned, together with the other members of
the committees, deserve the thanks of all the
members and, indeed, that of everyone who
lives or works in Knightsbridge, for the great

THE
KNIGHTSBRIDGE
ASSOCIATION

6 Montpelier Street
London SW7 1EZ
Telephone/Fax 0171-823 9103

MAIN COMMITTEE
Chairman: Neville Labovitch LVO MBE
Hon. Secretary: Carol Seymour-Newton

Hon. Treasurer: Christine Gilbertson
Raymond Benardout
Jonathan Charkham

Baroness Gardner of Parkes
Cllr. Kevin Gardner
Lady Grade
Jean Lycll
Frances Rice
Gordon Shingleton MC
The Hon. Sarah Wills
Michael Wright CMG FRICS RIBA

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
Chairman: Michael Wright CMG FRICS RIBA
Vice Chairman: Lesley MacDonagh
lan Caldwell BSc, B.Arch RIBA, ARIAS, MiMg
Cllr. Kevin Gardner
Jovee Goodman
Diana Jenkins
Neville Labovitch LVO MBE
A.T. Langford

contribution that they make towards its
protection and enhancement.
The Hon. Treasurer, Christine Gilbertson,

Jean Lyell
Jeremy Mackay-Lewis BArch FRIBA
Robert Morris BSc(Eng) MSec, CEng. MIEE

Frances Rice
Carol Seymour-Newton
Cynthia Thompson
The Hon. Sarah Wills

keeps coming up with good results and should
be doubly thanked for her work. I would also
like to give special thanks to Stuart Corbyn,
chairman of the Knightsbridge Group of
traders, which has joined with the
Knightsbridge Association in the new initiative
to upgrade Knightsbridge thoroughfare and
Brompton Road.

I have run out of superlatives to describe the
contribution of our Hon. Secretary, Carol
Seymour-Newton. She is an example of selfless
dedication to a cause that cannot be equalled,
and the residents and business houses of
Knightsbridge owe her their gratitude and
appreciation.

As always, the thanks of the Association to
the members for their constant support and
encouragement.

LITTER AND RUBBISH COMMITTEE

Chairman: Frances Rice

LAW AND ORDER COMMITTEE
Chairman: Gordon Shingleton MC

TRAFFIC AND PARKING COMMITTEE
Chairman; Cllr, Kevin Gardner

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
Chairman: Raymond Benardout
Hon. Secretary: Elizabeth Leist

SOCIAL AND EVENTS COMMITTEE
Chairman: Lady Grade
Neville Labovitch
December 1995
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Apsley House, re-opened June 1993,

APSLEY HOUSE:
The Re-making of ‘Number One, London’

by Sidan Evans, Victoria & Albert Museum

While Londoners sweltered through the hottest
summer for centuries, a small army of museum
curators, conservators and craftsmen was
putting the finishing touches to one of the
most famous historic residences in the capital.
Apsley House opened its doors once again in
June 1995, after a three-and-a-half-year
programme of essential renovation and repair
work costing £6 million.

40

Located at the junction of Knightsbridge and
Park Lane, Apsley House is a building of
unique architectural and cultural significance,
and has been the London home of the Dukes
of Wellington since 1817.

Once described as “the most renowned
mansion in the capital”, Apsley House contains
a magnificent collection of paintings, silver.
porcelain, sculpture and furniture. Its rich



Arthur Wellesley, First Duke of Wellington (1769-1852)
by Sir Thomas Lawrence, c1815.

interiors have now been returned to their
former glory as the private palace of the Iron
Duke. Today Apsley House is the last great
London town-house with its collections and its
family still in residence.

The house, originally built between 1771 and
1778 for Baron Apsley, Second Earl of Bathurst,
acquired the popular name ‘Number One,
London’ because it was the first building
encountered upon entering the capital from the
west,

Following his dazzling military career in
India, Spain and Portugal and culminating in
his famous victory over Napoleon at the Battle
of Waterloo, Arthur Wellesley, the First Duke of
Wellington, bought the house from his brother
for £42,000. At that time, Apsley House was the
last property in a terrace designed by the
celebrated neo-classical architect Robert Adam
(the rest of the terrace was demolished as late
as 1961, to improve the flow of traffic between
Hyde Park Corner and Park Lane).

Wellington needed a London base to make
into a “Waterloo Palace”; he wanted to
celebrate his prestige as the most powerful
military commander in Europe, and to use his
enormous popularity with the British people to
support his entry into politics. The Iron Duke
also had advanced tastes in the fine and
decorative arts. Wellington engaged the
services of the architect Benjamin Dean Wyatt
and together they embarked on an ambitious

9.
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The Waterloo Gallery.

programme of rebuilding, enlarging and
redecorating. Wyatt extended the original
Adam brick construction and encased the
whole in Bath stone, adding the Corinthian
portico. He created the great 90ft long
Waterloo Gallery in the Louis XIV style,
evoking the Galerie des Glaces at Versailles.
From 1830 till the death of the First Duke in
1852, annual banquets were held here for the
officers who had served under Wellington at
Waterloo. Wyatt's alterations incorporated the
Iron Duke's State and private apartments and
contained interior decorations and collections
that reflected Wellington's personal taste as
well as the fashion of the period.

The project was to last for nearly all of
Wellington's life. He would undertake more
work when funds became available, although
he complained bitterly over the cost — by 1831
he had spent £64,000 on improvements to the
house. However, he succeeded in creating a
great London residence suitable as a setting for
his remarkable collections and appropriate to
his status as a (shortlived) Prime Minister, a
national figurehead of heroic stature.

The contents of Apsley House include the
First Duke’s magnificent collection of the fine
and decorative arts and many original
furnishings. Many of the two hundred paintings
originally came from the Spanish Royal
Collection, and were captured by Wellington
when his forces overtook Joseph Bonaparte's



baggage train after the Battle of Vitoria in 1813.
In addition to outstanding seventeenth century
Spanish pictures, there is a considerable group
by seventeenth century Dutch and Flemish
masters and by the nineteenth century British
School. The collection also includes important
works by Velasquez, Murillo, Goya, Rubens,
Correggio, Steen, De Hooch, Brueghel, Wilkie
and Lawrence.

ABOVE: The Waterseller of Seville,
by Diego Velasquez, about 1620,

BELOW; The Piccadilly Room,
designed by Robert Adam, 1771-1778.

BOTTOM RIGHT: The Striped Drawing Room;
watercolowr by
Thomas Shotter Boys, 1852

Of particular interest to visitors is the
collection of porcelain and silver from the most
important factories in Europe; the Sévres
Egyptian Service was commissioned by
Napoleon as a divorce present for the Empress
Josephine, who rejected it. Outstanding
examples of presentation plate include a
twenty-six foot long Portuguese silver
centrepiece which graces the Dining Room.The
romantic Lawrence portrait of the First Duke
inspired the design of the old £5 note, while a
colossal nude statue by Canova of Wellington's
old adversary, Napoleon (which displeased its
subject, who thought it was “. . . 100
athletic . . .") dominates the ornate flying
staircase.

Apsley House survived where other great
houses did not, due to the generosity and
foresight of the Seventh Duke of Wellington, a
founder member of the Georgian Group and a
pioneer of the Regency Revival, who gave the
house and most of the contents to the nation
in 1947. The Eighth Duke and his eldest son,
the Marquess of Douro, retain private
apartments in the building to this day. Apsley
House opened to the public as the Wellington
Museum in 1952; the Department of National
Heritage is responsible for the care and
upkeep of the building while the Victoria and
Albert Museum cares for the contents and runs
the building as a Museum.

The need to close Apsley House to carry out
essential repairs was seen by both the
Department of National Heritage and the V&A
as the ideal opportunity to refurbish the public
areas of the building. The intention was to
return those areas of the House, as far as
possible, to the condition in which they were
known by the First Duke. The inevitable wear
and tear of two centuries was exacerbated by
the location of the house on Hyde Park Corner,
probably one of the busiest road junctions in
Western Europe, Similarly the proximity of




Neepoleon Bonaparte, by Baron Francois Gérard. Formerly
attributed to Robert Lefetve.

Underground lines and the demolition of the
rest of the terrace in the 1960s had had a
detrimental effect on the structure.

Apsley House closed to the public in January
1992. Before essential repairs could begin in
July 1992, all moveable objects from the 2,500
strong collection were removed from the
House, a complex and delicate task given the
fragility and the great age of some of the
objects,

Eleven of the most famous paintings from
the collection of two hundred were loaned to
the National Gallery for display; others went to
the V&A for conservation where necessary.
Some objects were immovable, such as
Canova's 11ft high marble nude statue of
Napoleon, which would have been too large to
take from the building — indeed it had not
been moved since being placed in situ by the
First Duke in 1817. Similarly the 23ft long
Egyptian Centrepiece and the Adam and Wyatt
decorations were protected during the
extensive rebuilding work. The crystal
chandeliers and lanterns were taken away for
specialist cleaning and restoration. An intensive
programme of conservation work then began.

While work commenced on overhauling the
roof and replacing the electrical, heating, fire
and security systems and installing a new air-
conditioning plant to improve the environment
for the priceless collection, extensive
redecoration of the interiors was carefully
planned. Over 300 metres of special fabric for
the wall-hangings, curtains and banquettes in
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The central feature of the centrepiece of the Porlugitese
Service, silver parcel gilt, about 1816,
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A Wellington Boot or the Head of the Army; cartoon by
Paul Pry, 1827,




ABOVE: Napoleon,
b_vAn.fmu'o Canova (C. 1800).

BELOW: Round Dish from
the Austrian Service ¢ 1829.
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the Striped and Yellow Drawing Rooms were
handwoven on wooden looms from the 1820s,
to match a fragment of original silk found
behind a bell-pull during the restoration
programme and to correspond exactly with
Victorian renderings of the rooms. Similarly a
fragment of the original carpet was found in
the attic at the Duke of Wellington’s country
house, Stratford Saye; it was identified as being
the same carpet depicted in early watercolours
of the interior of Apsley House, and has been
faithfully copied to match the original.
Fortunately examples of curtain rails, French
pulley rods, windows and door handles and all
other brass accessories had survived, and exact
copies were made where items were missing.

Numerous paint sections were taken to
enable specialists to match exactly the colour
and finish of the walls; the entrance halls were
remarbled and the gilding was cleaned and
restored where necessary. Great care was
taken to retain and conserve original
decorative surfaces and, wherever possible, to
reproduce exactly the arrangement of pictures
adopted by the First Duke. The paintings so
avidly collected and carefully displayed by
Wellington were rehung on great gilded metal
chains, which had been stored on the premises
in tea-chests since this method of displaying
paintings fell from fashion in the last century.
In this respect, the Curator of Apsley House,

Jonathan Voak, was greatly assisted by bills

and documentary material relating to the
original decorations during the lifetime of the
First Duke, and a set of contemporary
watercolours by Thomas Shotter Boys, along
with detailed inventories, all undertaken just
after the death of the First Duke in 1852. Of
particular assistance in the refurbishing of the

faterloo Gallery was the 1836 painting of The
Waterloo Banquet, by William Salter. It has
been lent to Apsley House by the present
Duke of Wellington, having been at Stratfield
Saye for many years.

Apsley House re-opened in June 1995 to
great critical and popular acclaim; “. . .a palace
of gilt and satin with a significant history and a
notable collection of paintings” was the verdict
of The Independent on Sunday, while The
Times called it “. .. one of the most lavish and
meticulous restorations ever undertaken in
Britain.”

More than 40,000 visitors queued for
admission in the first 20 weeks that the house
was open, an increase of 33% on the annual
attendance figure for the last year that Apsley
House was open before the restoration and
refurbishment programme commenced.
Restored to its former magnificence, Apsley
House is living up to its affectionate epithet of
‘Number One, London’.




At The Berkeley you can dive
into the pool from a height of 100 feet.

The rooftop swimming pool
at The Berkeley.

THE BERKELEY
KMNIGHTSBRIDGE LONDOMN

TEL 0171 2135 5000 FAX: 0171 218 4330

TiEe Savoy Group




CUISINE
DE LA MER

Montpelier
Travel

A Knightsbridge based

:' 4
Travel Management
Company.

We tailor our services to your

incua waveher o o compery || ATASTE OF VIENNA
with small or large travel needs. IN KN'GHTSBRIDGE

Montpelier Travel Ltd V,

17 Montpelier Street :

LONDON SW7 1HG

Tel: 0171-589 3400
Fax: 0171-581 0289

b
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!%/bmfre or the best contimental i
patisseree Celeonation cakes a specuality. |
Full catermy service forevery

OCCdsion. '

Gloriette Patisserie 128 Brompton Road, London SW3
A member of ABTA and [ATA Telephone: 0171-584 1182
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is Europe’s leading waste management company. We are pleased to inform the
residents and businesses of Westminster that from Saturday 16 September 1995, the

company is Westminster City Council’s contractor for waste management services.
\\\\\\ We are responsible for providing you with refuse collection, street cleansing, recycling, waste transfer

and waste disposal services.

What you need to know:

* Your current refuse collection service will remain the same (for both household and commercial waste)

* Street cleansing standards are being enhanced — in some areas additional 24-hour sweeping will be
carried out

* Recycling facilities will be improved
) B I

Service enhancements will include a new fleet of vehicles complete with a new compaction concept,
allowing more refuse to be packed in a smaller space. This means that, in the main, smaller and fewer
vehicles will be used. The vehicles will be adapted to use HGV catalytic converters with carbon
particulate traps and will run on green diesel. This will provide, withour a doubr, the most
environmentally-clean fleet of vehicles used anywhere in the UK,

If you have any questions or comments, please contact the Cleaner City Hotline on 0171 798 1177.

Onyx is looking forward to working in partnership with Westminster City Council to provide a high
qualiry service to residents and the community.

ONYX working with the City of Westminster for a better environment

Searcys

Al
30 Pavilion Road
Knightsbridee
and many other venues
Excellent food. Delicious Wines and Professional Service
For more derails please call

Scarey Tanslev & Compaonn Fiited
Telephone: O1L71-585 0505 Fax: O171-050 17 18

A refreshingly different
CATERING COMPANY
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Your re Sident business adviser.

We have everything to dress today’s professional at our Brompton Road store.

Come along and see how we can sharpen up your corporate image.

AUSTIN REED

Look the business.

163/169 Brompton Road, London SW3. Tel: 0171 584 4407

ALSO AT REGENT STREET, LONDON AND BRANCHES COUNTRYWIDE.

ARTWORK & DESIGN

get it ﬂgbt...get it tO. DESKTOP PUBLISHING

TYPESETTING

¥ #
34 II » e HIGH SPEED COPYING
annNwi COLOUR LASER COPYING
— g -

PRINT COPY DESIGN ACTION FAX BUREAU
i SPEEDY BINDING
m bl‘ / LAMINATING
100 g ; PAPER * ENVELOPES

FOLDING & NUMBERING

s

QUALITY PRINTING CARBONLESS INVOICES ORDER FORMS LETTERHEADS BUSINESS CARDS

COMPLIMENT SLIPS INVITES BROCHURES LEARLETS CV's RAISED PRINTING AND MUCH MUCH MORE

76 OLD BROMPTON ROAD SOUTH KENSINGTON LONDON SW7 3LQ TEL: 0171-581 2604 FAX:0171-589 5530
11 KNIGHTSBRIDGE GREEN KNIGHTSBRIDGE LONDON SW1X 7QL TEL: 0171-589 7203 FAX: 0171-584 1646
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LONDON
The Hyde Park Hotel has captured the hearts and minds of guests from all corners
of the world for over one hundred years.

Closer to home we thank the residents of Knightsbridge and members
of the Association for their continued support.

Visit us again soon and enjoy the Mediterranean cuisine of the newly refurbished
Restaurant on the Park. Alternatively, our Piano bar offers the perfect
rendezvous for cocktails or post-theatre drinks.

66 KNIGHTSBRIDGE - LONDON SWIX 7LA
TELEPHONE: (44) 171 235 2000 - FAX: (44) 171 235 4552

A4

ExcLusive HOTELS
BY FORTE

Celebrating

THE 84th YEAR OF
ALEXANDRA ROSE DAY

WEDNESDAY 3RD APRIL 1996

s Tk Sooms Sl

PICCADILLY

Tickets may be obtained from Gillian Greenwood, National Director, 1 Castelnau, Barnes, London SW13 9RP.
Telephone: 0181-748 4824 Fax: 0181-748 3188
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Q Of Knightsbridge Established 1947

"The Creme de la Creme of Dress Agencies." 3
Siday Tioes We're bere

Chanel OZBEK Cucci

YVES SAINT LAURENT
Thomas Starzewski K‘/]’:':' lo Sup p ort y ou.

DONNA KARAN (R =
Prada MOSCHINO =%
leger  CAULTIER <7
ZANDRA RHODES P

Gigli ARMANI Alaia
JOSEPH Escada CHOST
Ralph Lauren KENZO
Viviennve Westwood
JASPER CONRAN
Valentino MISSONI
LA Perla DIOR
AKRIS Vuirron CERRUTI

National Westminster Bank

IR IH OS> JI— )\ g
SRR > a0 HFN -~

",(‘3 “ \.‘-'H
ndon most famous )

DEMEULEMEESTER =
LACROIX Aguascutum A Bob Cumber, Senior Manager
BURBERRY Miyske FENDI 5 Knightsbridge Branch
Ouiser GIVENCHY 64 Knightsbridge London SW1X 7LG
Celine VERSACE Rykiel Telephone 0171 235 0891
HERMES " _ '
John Diggins, Senior Business Manager
: i Kensington Business Centre
16-2 Cheval Flaos, Rrighisbrage SW1 1st Floor, 55 Kensington High Street,
B . London W8 5DZ
2 PAmR;ga Telephone 0171 365 4523
Mty - 31”;233 ma:ing it ideal
: N
Cheval Place w fOl'bUYEfS and sellers. [ NatweSt
More than just a bank

Brompton Road

HARRODS National Westminster Bank Plc. Registered Number 929027 England.
' Registered Office 41 Lothbury, London EC2P 2BP.
L Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority and IMRO for investment
Open 10 am - 5 pm Mon-Sat. Tel: 0171 589 5289 business. Member of the NotWest Life and NotWest Unit Trust Marketing
Group, advising on the life assurance, pensions and unit trust products only
of that Marketing Group.
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Grill St. Quentin

3 Yeomans Row, London SW3

A menu of fresh shellfish, grilled meat and
fish makes this spacious and comfortable
Restaurant, ideal for lunch or dinner.

Swift service by young French staff is friendly,
unobtrusive and quietly efficient.

Also the Grill St. Quentin Oyster Bar specialise
in the finest French oysters, served with
shallot vinegar and rye bread, and freshly
cooked langoustines served with mayonnaise.

The oyster bar is the ideal place to meet for
oysters and Champagne, for lunch, after work
or for the perfect appetizer before dinner.

However you can have a £10 Menu giving
you a choice between 2 or 3 starters and 2 or
3 main courses.

The Grill St. Quentin is open Monday to Saturday 12 noon — 3pm, 7pm — 11.30pm and
Sunday 12 noon - 3.30pm, 6.30pm - 10.30pm. Reservations: 0171-581 8377.
Fax: 0171-584 6064

DNichael Priast @@@M

INTERIOR DESIGNS

We offer a full Interior Design Service from a small flat to a large Country House.
Commissions taken world wide. Please visit our showroom at 27a Motcomb
Street, Belgrave Square, London SW1X 8JU, where we have a large selection of
Decorative Items, Fabrics, Antiques, Paintings, Table Lamps etc.

Do ring Michael Priest if you would like him to advise you on any Interior
Designs.

We are a highly professional family team consisting of Michael and Jilli Priest and
their son Andrew and daughters Annabel and Polly.

27A MOTCOMB STREET, BELGRAVIA, LONDON SW7 1NL. TELEPHONE 0171-235 5295/7241 - FAX 0171-235 8604
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Restaurants for theatregoers

KETTNERS
P1zzA ON THE PARK
CONDOTTI

KETTNERS, in the heart of Soho’s theatreland, has entertained
the greatest actors, critics and theatregoers since it was founded
in 1867. The champagne bar and the restaurant serve baute
cuisine populaire. Rooms are available for receptions before and
after the theatre. Mr Ali Sanhaji, the manager, will be pleased to
answer your enquiries.

P1zzA ON THE PARK takes orders until midnight, and the
renowned Supper Room presents the last show atr 11.15.
Parking is not too difficult. Mr Paul Georgiou, the manager,
will be pleased to welcome you.

CONDOTT], in a quiet street in the heart of Mayfair is another
exquisitely designed restaurant by Enzo Apicella, which serves
some of the most carefully prepared and tasty pizza in London.
Open seven days a week, it is the haunt of executives for lunch
and theatregoers in the evening. Mr Johnny Medina, the
manager, looks forward to welcoming you.

KETTNERS Pi1zzA oN THE PARK CoNDOTTI

29 Romilly Street 11 Knightsbridge 4 Mill Street
Soho Hyde Park Corner Mayfair
0171 734 6112 0171 235 5273 0171 499 1308

Established 1853

JAMES HARDY
& Co.

Jewellers and Silversmiths

SOCIALLY AWARE IN THE COMMUNITY

235 BROMPTON ROAD
LONDON SW3 2EP

Telephone: 0171-589 5050
Fax: 0171-823 8769

THE INDEPENDENT

International Newspapers & Magazines

7 Montpelier Street,
London SW7 1EX
TELEPHONE: 0171 581 2583




Lunch: 12.30pm-2.30pm

tHE BASIL

STREET HOTEL

KNIGHTSBRIDGE, LONDON SW3 1AH
TEL: 0171-581 3311 Fax: 0171-581 3693

“Serenely full, the epicure would say,
Fate cannot harm me, I have dined today”

The Dining Room at The Basil Street Hotel appeals not just to the palate
but to all the senses. Surrounded by the famous collection of 18th Century glass paintings,
in a room of Georgian proportions of space and light, you can relax in
‘one of the most traditional hotel dining rooms in London” whilst enjoying an
appetising selection of dishes from our a la carte or table d hote menus.

Dinner: 6.30pm-10.00pm
For Reservations: 0171 581 3311

All the best.

Mortgages, savings
and investments.

We can help you face the future with confidence at the Bristol & West.
Whether you're building your nest or planning a nest egg,
we offer sound advice on financial matters.

And should you require a comprehensive review of your financial picture,
we have a Personal Financial Manager available at every branch.
Why not call in at the Bristol & West today,
one of the country’s leading bullding societies.

Margaret Brown, Bristol & West Building Society
130 Brompton Road, Knightsbridge, London, SW3 1)D.
Telephone: 0171 589 7856.

BRISTOL & WEST BUILDING SOCIETY

YOUR MOME |S AT RISK IF YOU DO MOT KEEP WP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE
OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT

Beistal & West Bullding Sochety, PO Box 27, Bioad Quay, Bristol, BSSS TAL, Martgages subject to status and valustion.

Security over land is required. Written request. must be 18 ar over_ A lender’s security

fee will be payable on loans that exceed the Sockety’s normal maximum advance. Bristol & West Bullding Soclety is a

member of the Building Socleties Assaciation, the Bullding Ombedsman Scheme and subscribes 1o the Code of Banking

Practice. Shares and Deposits are Trustes investments. Bristol & West Bullding Society |5 a Representative only of Eagle

Star Marketing Group, members of which are Authority for Life Ass
Penslons and Unit Trust business,

W
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Knightsbridge Green Hotel

‘A comfortable, spotlessly kept
little Hotel’ - Egon Ronay

Knightsbridge Green Hotel
159 Knightsbridge, London SW1X 7PD
Telephone 0171 584 6274 Facsimile 0171 225 1635




John Keil

154 BROMPTON ROAD - LONDON SW3 1HX
TEL. 0171-589 6454 FAX 0171 823 8235

17th, 18th & early 19th Century
English Furniture & Works of Art




Allsop & Co

The Knightsbridge Specialists since 1967

Our experienced and professional team
aims to match purchaser and property,
landlord and tenant, with perfect precision

100 Knightsbridge, London SW1X 7LB
0171 584 6106

Estate Agents - Surveyors - Valuers
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A HOME WHEN CHOOSING a home away from
home you might look for 2-3
OF YOUR OWN

bedrooms, high security, maid

IN LONDON service and parking.

And seek health club membership, valet and fax

services — all 300 yards from Harrods.
Well, look no further.

Short and long term rentals.
Apartments individually designed and furnished.

Quiet, secluded mews locations.

0

Cheval Apartments Limited

140 Brompton Road, Knightsbridge, London SW3 1HY. Telephone: 0171 225 3325. Fax: 0171 581 2869 CHEVAL

& THE CHEvAL GROUP OF SERVICED APARTMENTS APARTMENTS

KEEP YOUR VALUABLES
REALLY SAFE

@ OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
@ IN AND OUT IN 2 MINUTES
® FROM ONLY £2 A WEEK
@ £25,000 INSURANCE FOR VALUABLES INCLUDED
@ PICTURES AND LARGE OBJECTS STORED
® SECURE MAILBOX FACILITIES
® ESTABLISHED 1983

METROPOLITAN SAFE DEPOSITS

BRITAIN’S LARGEST SAFE DEPOSIT GROUP
BROMPTON e BELGRAVIA e ST JOHN’S WOOD

Tel: 0171-581 1212

19 Cheval Place, London SW7 1EW
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CADOGAN

_ oan Offic
8iCadogan Garden
ondon SW3 2RP
Tel 0171 730 4567
Fax 0 5239




LEE

One of London’s leading
private client law firms with a
young and successful team
advising on all aspects of
property and business law

LEE & PEMBERTONS

Solicitors
45 Pont Street
London SWI1X 0BX

Telephone: 0171-589 1114
Facsimile: 0171-589 0807



Modern

banking
with
traditional
values.

For over three hundred years Coutts have been
providing a highly personal banking service.

As times have changed so banking has had to adapt
to the new requirements of business and the individual.

We are justly proud of the modern sophisticated
banking techniques we employ, but we believe that it is
our traditional approach and personal service that
continues to distinguish us from other banks.

If you would like to know more please ring either
Paul Leggett at Cadogan Place Branch or Huw Young-
Jones at Sloane Square Branch. They will be delighted

to hear from you.
%JJJZ%‘% 0

Cadogan Place Branch, Sloane Square Branch,
1, Cadogan Place, 2, Lower Sloane Street,
London. London.

SWI1X 9PX SWI1W 8BJ]

Telephone 0171-235 9544 Telephone 0171-824 8251




THE KNIGHTSBRIDGE ASSOCIATION
6 Montpelier Street,
London, SW7 1EZ

Telephone & Fax
0171-823 9103

Chairman
Neville Labovitch LVO MBE

Hon. Secretary
Carol Seymour-Newton

Homn. Treasurer
Christine Gilbertson

Chairman of the Environment Committee
Michael Wright CMG FRICS RIBA





