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CHAIRMAN’S INTRODUCTION
Dear Member

The emptiness of Knightsbridge, as reported in 
the Spring newsletter, stands in 
contrast to burgeoning traffic 
flows and renewed pedestrian 
footfall as lockdown eases – but 
only up to a point. The managed 
slowdown in economic activity 
has been counter-balanced by a 
huge increase in administrative 
activity as our two Councils steer 
us through the pandemic and 
encourage behaviour change 
fitting for a post-Covid era. 
We thank them for the tele-
conference calls and newsletters 
providing Corona virus and other 
information through the period of 
lockdown.

Some might have thought that 
ending lockdown would herald 
a return to the personal freedoms of a pre-Covid 
world. They may be surprised to find that in the 
intervening weeks a host of changes appeared, such 
as re-designation of traffic lanes in Park Lane; closure 
of Hyde Park’s South Carriage Drive to motor traffic; 
redefinition of Congestion Charging rules to include 
longer hours and weekends; changes to Freedom 
Pass use; advice to avoid public transport where 
possible; implementation of a 20mph speed limit; 
a shift to ‘Zoom medicine’ from face-to-face GP 
consultations; pedestrianisation of some traffic lanes; 
and changes to the eligibility for free TV Licences, 
among others. Further details can be found in the 
pages that follow but the overall feel is that of a State 
increasingly present.

Both Councils have established fast-track processes 
for pavement licenses for pubs and restaurants to 
facilitate ‘al fresco’ eating – with pavement widening 
where practicable. The KA fully supports these 
initiatives, given the severity of the crisis facing the 
hospitality sector, even though in pre-Covid times we 
were keen to limit encroachment of tables and chairs 
into pedestrian space for reasons of public access 

and safety. But, as Keynes reportedly observed 
when challenged for being inconsistent ‘When 
events change, I change my mind. What do you 
do?’

The Government has accepted 
an amendment to Section 11 
of the Business and Planning 
Bill to limit off-sales of alcohol 
to 11.00PM thereby preventing 
late night take-away trade. We 
congratulate Felicity Buchan 
MP (Kensington) for her work in 
supporting this amendment. We 
thank her too for exploring with 
Tri-borough officers the possible 
health impacts of Shisha smoking 
in outdoor locations in a Corona 
virus infected environment.

The clustering of pedicabs around 
Montpelier Street and more widely 
in the Brompton Road has long 
been an issue for KA residents. 

We are delighted that Nickie Aiken MP (Cities of 
London and Westminster) gave the Pedicab Bill 
its first reading on 10 June. There have been many 
attempts to regulate these noisy, garish tricycles 
going back as far as 2010 and we wish her every 
success with this latest initiative.

Residents from within and outside Knightsbridge 
are baffled and frustrated by TfL’s extraordinary 
imposition of bus and cycle lanes in the 
northbound carriageway of Park Lane.  The exercise 
appears arbitrary, verging on punitive, causing 
traffic tail backs that can extend as far as the 
Bulgari hotel. On another front, we have been in 
correspondence with TfL regarding the unsightly 
scaffolding surrounding Princes Court in Brompton 
Road erected in May 2018 to facilitate a major 
cleaning, repair and decoration of the nine-storey 
building.  We are pleased to report that TfL have 
responded with a full and helpful account of the 
work being undertaken.  The current scaffolding 
license runs to September 2020 and a third 
application will be applied for to enable work to be 
completed by December 2020.

2020 AUTUMN NewSleTTeR
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Prompt and assertive action by the Chair of our Law 
& Order committee managed to identify, with help 
from Police and Westminster Council officers, the 
organisers of an illegal ‘house party in Knightsbridge’ 
arranged through social media. The co-operation with 
Police, Council officers and the short-let agency was 
exemplary, and we hope this will avert another late-
night rampage – see the Law & Order report below.

The diarist Samuel Pepys lived through the Plague 
of 1665. His diary contains many references to 
the scourge that reduced London’s population 
by a quarter but instead of regaling readers with 
references to illness and the “pox”, I conclude with 
his entry for Sunday 9 May 1669 recounting his visit 
to Knightsbridge:-

“Thence towards the Park but too soon to go 
in, so went on to Knightsbridge, and there eat 

PLANNING and CONSERVATION COMMITTEE
Carol Seymour-Newton 

and drank at The World’s End where we had good 
things, and then back to the Park, and there till 
night, being fine weather, and much company, 
and so home, and after supper to bed. This day 
I first left off both my waistcoats by day, and my 
waistcoat by night, it being very hot weather, so 
hot as to make me break out, here and there, in my 
hands, which vexes me to see, but is good for me.”

[The World’s End public house was located close to 
Lowndes Square / Wilton Crescent.]

Lastly, writing this note as I am at the beginning of 
August, I’d like to wish you and your families a good 
summer and that if you do travel, that your travels do 
not end in quarantine, and that you stay safe and well.
 Melville Haggard,   
 Chairman

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT  
DISTRICT (BID) 
Despite disruption caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Brompton Road Business 
Improvement District is still on track to deliver a BID 
ballot in March 2021 which, if successful, would see 
a BID established in April 2021. The situation will be 
reviewed early next year to assess the best time to 
hold the ballot. 

The economic impact of COVID-19 on occupiers 
and property owners will need to be taken into 
consideration before any decision is made about 
going to ballot. However, the BID participants 
believe that the BID will be an integral part of the 
long-term local recovery programme, providing focus 
and finance to help lead the district through the 
aftermath of the pandemic and rebuild its economy. 

Arup have been appointed to undertake a detailed 
study into the Strategic Vision for the district. This 
study will expand on the high-level view from the 
Feasibility Study of a district focused on high-end 
luxury complemented by appropriate facilities for 
local residents and employees. The Arup study will 
be completed in time to inform the developing BID 
Business Plan. 

MAJOR CONSTRUCTIONS SITES 
Work has restarted on all the major construction sites 
in line with strict Government guidelines. The KA has 
received the following updates: 

THE KNIGHTSBRIDGE ESTATE

The delivery of the revamped Knightsbridge Estate 
continues at pace following a temporary pause  
of operations earlier in the year as a result of  
COVID 19. 

There are approximately 300 operatives back on 
site delivering the project and recent activity has 
focused on the continued transformation of the 
Brompton Road and Sloane Street façade and 
roofscape. The scaffolding has started to come 
down revealing the restored façade and work to 
rebuild the section at 33-35 Brompton Road to 
match its original pre-war appearance has also been 
completed. 

The Knightsbridge office entrance in Hooper’s Court. 
Stepfree access (not yet open) to the tube station  
is out of view to the left.
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Preserving some of the original features of the 
building is important to the Knightsbridge Estate, 
as stewards of the building. The original stone 
dormers and gables on Brompton Road and 
Sloane Street were reclaimed from the original 
building and the renovated pieces have now been 
reinstated. The original building also included 
an ornate cupola on the corner of Knightsbridge 
and Sloane Street, which has been lost from the 
building over time. This feature is being reinstated 
as part of the redevelopment to bring the building 
back to its original glory.

Hooper’s Court is also being transformed and 
when complete, this area will be a lively, well 
lit, greener and more vibrant space.  Located 
within Hooper’s Court are a series of buildings 
that form a single block: the entrance to the new 
office building at One Hooper’s Court, with its 
vitreous enamel façade; a new step-free entrance 
to Knightsbridge Underground which makes use 
of the original 1930’s lift shafts; and a pocket 
garden square bringing green to the space.  The 
iconic oxblood tiles used by Leslie Greene, the 
architect of the early London Underground at 
Knightsbridge station, are being restored.

Adding to this, in September, construction work 
on the café and residential entrances on Basil 
Street will start. The café backs onto Hooper’s 
Court and will contribute to the restoration of  
the area.

Stone cladding has been added to the new 
central courtyard for the residential properties, 
including a wall of green brick work which will 
feature planting and greenery on the second floor. 
Construction is due to complete in Summer 2021 
ready for fitout.

PROPOSAL TO PERMANENTLY CLOSE BASIL STREET 
JUNCTION WITH SLOANE STREET

The Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea (RBKC) 
has put forward a proposal to close Basil Street where 
it joins Sloane Street. RBKC’s traffic monitoring data - 
before and after the junction was closed in February 
2019 to facilitate the development of K1 (i.e. like for 
like) - showed that traffic speeds northbound in Sloane 
Street increased by some 30-40% and southbound 
by 5-20%. Benefits seem to have been achieved in 
the morning peak, inter-peak and afternoon peak. 
Broadly speaking, traffic has been able to move at 
15-20kph instead of 10 –15kph. Similarly, average 
journey times northbound along the length of Sloane 
Street fell by some 22 –25% and southbound by 
some 5 –10%. These are big gains and support our 
anecdotal experience over many years of grid-lock at 
that junction and interminable delays to reach Scotch 
House Corner. The KA has therefore expressed its 
support for the proposal but wants conditions imposed 
by the council that would ensure that the new 
pavement space is not used for commercial purposes.

THE BERKELEY HOTEL AND 33-39 KNIGHTSBRIDGE 

Having closed on 23 March due to the pandemic, the 
hotel was one of the first 5 star hotels to re-open on 
4th July with restricted facilities and some outdoor 
dining.

During the closure a free drive-through was launched 
on April 16 outside the hotel in Wilton Place providing 
hot food to all NHS staff, police and fire crews, their 
kitchens providing up to 250 meals on a first come first 
served basis, from 11.30 to 4pm. Such was demand 
that this quickly rose to 400 meals per day. 

Works on the 33-39 Knightsbridge site, which is to 
provide a new wing for the hotel, were paused as a 
precautionary measure on 27th March, and the site 
was closed. It reopened in the second week in May, 
and there is currently a reduced team on site to ensure 
social distancing and as restrictions loosen they hope 
to gradually increase the numbers of workers on site. 
At present works are at least one month behind.

55 –91 KNIGHTSBRIDGE 

The site reopened on 2nd April after a brief shutdown 
due to Covid-19. All trades have now returned to the 
site but there are still a reduced number of staff overall. 
They have faced some issues with materials suppliers, 
who have been impacted by factory and manufacturer 
closures. These are now mostly all open again, but this 
has delayed work over recent months. Due to the delays 
caused by the pandemic works may not be completed 
until the first quarter of 2021.

Mounted Policemen collect 
free food from The Berkeley
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Developers Native Land put in their planning 
application for the Around Station Development at the 
end of June. Little has changed since the Rogers Stirk 
Harbour (RSH) scheme was first shown to local people 
last year. Much has been made by the developers and 
TfL of supposed benefits of this scheme, notably that 
it would be advanced in conjunction with TfL’s own 
Station Improvement works (designed by architects 
Weston Williamson and involving the enlargement of 
the booking hall, the reopening of the northern District 
and Circle Line platform to ease congestion, and the 
provision of step free access).

Then, on July 29th, the TfL published its revised budget 
which, due to the catastrophic impact of Covid 19 on 
London’s transport network, revealed that a number of 
major TfL improvement schemes were being shelved 
indefinitely – the improvements to South Kensington 
tube station being among them. So no step free access.

So now there is just a vast and wholly inappropriate 
commercial redevelopment scheme involving a lot 
of destruction of historic fabric and the creation of 
out of scale cliff like blocks around the station whilst 

the station itself will remain as congested as ever. 
Where is the public benefit in that?

The Rogers Stirk Harbour scheme bears no relation 
to the principles set out in TfL’s own 2016 Brief 
for the site (evolved after two years of close 
consultation with local groups and advocating 
a conservation-led development) and it is small 
wonder local people feel betrayed. Drawings 
illustrating what a scheme based closely on 
the 2016 Brief and its key principles have been 

published by the Brompton Association (see 
illustrations). These illustrate how smaller scale 
development respects the historic character of 
the station and surrounding Conservation Area 
which is filled with listed buildings. It is precisely 
the low scale of South Kensington station that 
is so important allowing views across the site to 
the towers of the Natural History Museum from 
Onslow Square and giving the village heart of 
South Kensington its human scale. RBKC must not 
allow South Kensington to become another Fulham 
Broadway.

SOUTh KENSINGTON STATION
Sophie Andreae, Chairman of the Brompton Association

Bullnose and rear of Thurloe Street 2016 brief

Overview by RSH for Native Land 2020 submitted to RBKC

Overview based on principles of TfL 2016 Development Brief

Latest proposals for the Bullnose by RSH 
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OThER PLANNING MATTERS

Natural history Museum
Urban Nature Project
In the Spring Newsletter we reported on the 
Museum’s plans to transform their five acre site in 
South Kensington into a ‘welcoming accessible and 
biologically diverse green space’.

We asked the Museum for an update on their plans:

The NHM is extremely grateful to all those who 
participated in the public consultation and provided 
feedback and support for the project.   Before 
submission to RBKC on 15 July, the plans were 
updated to reflect the feedback.  Play and wellbeing 
are key drivers of the design of the gardens and 
now include the provision of increased seating, 
secluded spots to sit and appreciate the gardens, as 
well as areas for picnics and family use, whilst being 
sensitive to the neighbouring habitat.   The Museum 
is now working closely with ecology groups, 
scientists and learning specialists to further develop 
the detail of the designs.

Construction will commence on Wednesday 30 
September in the east gardens, and it is expected to 
open to the public on Friday 23 October and will 
remain open until Sunday 17 January next year.

Princes Gardens Preparatory School 
Planning permission for the new Prince’s Gardens 
Preparatory School included a number of conditions 
or restrictions to mitigate impacts. The school initiated 
constructive discussions with the KA and KNF on 
its school travel plans which were agreed subject 
to Council approvals. A Community Liaison Group 
has been established and a virtual meeting held. 
The school travel plans seek to encourage children 
and parents to: walk or cycle to the school; park on 
main roads if they have to drive; avoid doing u-turns 
on Prince’s Gardens; drop-off outside the school or 
opposite and not in front of Kingston House; and 
not park in Ennismore Gardens or other local roads. 
Building works are expected to finish in November so 
the school can move from Kensington Road and open 
in Prince’s Gardens, subject to COVID-19, in January 
2021. 

2 –  8 Rutland Gate
Following news earlier in the year that this substantial 
property at the top of the west side of Rutland Gate 
had been sold for the reputed sum of £210m, we 
had a constructive zoom meeting with the owner’s 
representative and advisers, and took the opportunity 
to put forward a number of points for them to consider.

They promised to come back to us in due course when 
their proposals were beginning to take shape. 

31 –  32 Rutland Gate 
These two buildings were sold some years ago by 
Sudanese airlines to a private 
developer.

Planning permission was 
obtained to convert them 
back to two family residences 
and a certain amount of work 
took place. For some time 
now, no further work appears 
to have been carried out and 
the buildings are looking 
increasingly decrepit. The KA 
asked WCC to see what action 
might be taken to save these 
Grade ll Listed buildings from further deterioration.

The proposals for the east garden, with a weather-
proof replica of the Museum’s much-loved 
Diplodocus taking centre stage in a ‘Jurassic’ garden.  
© Trustees of the Natural History Museum

Ice Rink 2020
A planning application for this year’s ice rink was 
submitted to RBKC on 29 June and whereas it is 
based on the same offer as previous years, it will 
be scaled as appropriate to the latest Government 
guidance around social distancing requirements. 
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the area, both to keep students safe and to ensure 
that some of the world’s best epidemiologists and 
virologists can continue their vital, urgent work to 
find a vaccine. 

The Royal College of Music is open for 
individual music-making and they expect their 
full range of facilities to be available to students 
in September – this includes their brand-new 
performance, rehearsal and social spaces, 
the results of a £40million investment in their 
campus. Their performance programme will 
also resume, all with strict social distancing 
and hygiene measures in place. The focus 
in autumn is on providing space for music-
making on campus and in-person delivery of 

as many activities as possible, through a flexible 
curriculum of blended learning. Unfortunately, 
they are not able to welcome external visitors to 
the College at this time. 

There are of course hopes that the Great Exhibition 
Festival can be held once again in summer 2021, 
and an online programme of digital events was 
rolled out over the past few months to keep the 
brand in people’s minds and keep communities 
curious and engaged. 

In all cases, visit the relevant institution’s website 
to find out the latest about opening times and other 
continually updated information. 

ALBERTOPOLIS
News From The Exhibition Road Cultural Group 

After unprecedented closures affecting all the 
world-famous institutions in South Kensington, 
the major museums all re-opened in August with 
new safety measures in place, restricted hours, 
and timed ticket entries. Unfortunately, the Royal 
Albert Hall is in a much more difficult position 
because live performances with audiences are not 
yet permitted, and under current social distancing 
guidelines its capacity is reduced to 36% when 
breakeven is generally around 80-90%. 

As from the date this newsletter was put together, 
the Hall was still unsure of when it would be able 
to re-open to audiences, but the BBC Proms was 
due to be broadcast from behind closed doors 
from 28 August to 12 September, and Royal Albert 
Home concerts, bringing exclusive sessions from 
artists’ homes to yours whilst the Hall is shut, have 
continued on the Hall’s website.

The Natural History Museum re-opened its 
doors on 5 August from Wednesdays to Sundays 
enabling access once again to the vast majority 
of its galleries and its five acres of gardens. 
The Museum’s perennially popular Wildlife 
Photographer of the Year exhibition was due to 
open in October, alongside the museum’s annual 
ice rink.

After the longest closure in its history, the V&A 
reopened on 6 August from Thursday to Sunday, 
allowing visitors to enjoy the thousands of objects 
across the museum’s ground, first and second 
floors. The critically acclaimed exhibition Kimono: 
Kyoto to Catwalk, which closed just two weeks 
into its run, was also brought back with extended 
dates from 27 August – 25 October. 

The Science Museum re-opened on 19 August 
for its usual 7 days a week, but then opened 
Wednesdays to Sundays only from 6 September. 
Some solid favourites like the Wonderlab: the 
Equinor Gallery and Medicine: the Wellcome 
Galleries were part of the re-opening, and the 
popular temporary exhibition, Driverless: who is 
in control? has been extended to January 2021.

At Imperial College London, students were 
expected back on campus in late September/
early October as usual – not that this has been, 
or will be, like any other academic year. A blend 
of online and campus-based teaching has been 
rolled out, alongside some of the most stringent 
health and safety measures imposed anywhere in 

Students taking part in a socially 
distanced rehearsal in the College’s 
new Performance Hall.
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ThE ROYAL PARKS 

Things have been getting back to a little more normal 
and this will hopefully include the Parks’ major fund-
raising event, Winter Wonderland. Permission for the 
event has been granted by WCC, but a final decision 
as to whether it will be possible for it to go ahead 
will depend on the Covid 
situation and is unlikely to 
be taken before the end of 
August.

For information on changes 
within the parks and what is 
open members are advised 
to check the website https://
www.royalparks.org.uk/
coronavirus-updates which 
is regularly updated and is 
the best location to establish 
the current situation.

Thankfully summer 
planting, a logistically highly complex exercise was 
eventually able to go ahead. The teams of gardeners 
self-distancing naturally as they spread out over the 
Parks completing some wonderful displays of colour 
and form.

The area of newly laid turf on the Parade Ground was 
re-opened having been kept lightly fenced for longer 
than usual as the police were finding it difficult to 
manage this enormous area.

With regard to policing generally, they are following 
government guidance and numbers remain good. The 
parks have proved extremely popular in recent months 
although it has been a challenging period for their 

officers due to the sheer 
number of visitors within 
the parks. 

Dogs are welcome, but 
must be ‘under control’.

SERPENTINE GALLERY

The Gallery re-opened in 
early August with the Cao 
Fei:Blueprints exhibition 
which had to be closed in 
March. All visitors need 
now to book a free, timed 
ticket via their website

SERPENTINE SUMMER PAVILION

The opening of this summer’s Serpentine Pavilion 
has been postponed to 2021due to the coronavirus 
lockdown.

South African architects Counterspace will now work 
on a series of off-site and online research projects this 
year, culminating next summer in the delayed opening 
of the pavilion.

TRANSPORT AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
Simon Birkett and Chris Barrass

Over the last few months, we have seen ‘normal’, 
‘new normal’ and ‘not normal at all’. Coronavirus (or 
COVID-19) has devastated lives and the economy 
and given us a ‘new normal’. But, somehow, life has 
gone on and positive things are happening.

‘NOT NORMAL AT ALL’ and  
‘NEW NORMAL’ – COVID-19
COVID-19 has had an extraordinary effect on our 
lives in Knightsbridge. Apart from the ‘obvious’ 
which has included large reductions in traffic and 
the number of tourists, there have been a number 
of specific local changes such as: the closure of 
Hyde Park and Kensington Gardens to all traffic at 
weekends for many weeks; the ‘hard to understand’ 
new cycling and bus lanes northbound in Park 
Lane with nothing southbound; the introduction 

of pavement widening 
measures (e.g. near 
the Bulgari Hotel); and 
accelerated gas works which 
have closed two lanes of 
Brompton Road. 

Many impacts of COVID-19 
will be large and affect 
us for the long-term. 
Perhaps the most serious 
in transport terms is the 
Government bailout of 
Transport for London (TfL) 
in May 2020 with a second 
bailout expected by mid-
October. The bailout is needed for many reasons 
including: the Mayor’s election commitment in 2016 

Current phase of gas pipeline 
works nearing completion

Royal Parks staff completing summer planting  
on the Dell Bridge, Hyde Park
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reducing traffic flows). We hope that these works will 
be completed in time for the Royal Albert Hall’s 150th 
birthday on 29 March 2021.

ROYAL PARKS MOVEMENT STRATEGY 
2020 
A number of other transport measures have progressed 
during Lockdown. One of these is the publication 
of The Royal Parks’ Movement Strategy which sets 
a long-term vision for how park visitors will move 
within, access and subsequently experience the 
parks. It includes a comprehensive exploration of all 
movement and access related issues and opportunities 
that are relevant to the parks both now and into the 
foreseeable future. This includes (but is not limited to) 
increasing public safety for all park users, reducing the 
impact of vehicle-based traffic and reducing conflict 
between different users. During the consultation 
stages, the KA strongly opposed any suggestion that 
West Carriage Drive should be closed to through-
traffic. We were pleased that the only road closures 
affecting us are proposed trials of the closure of the 
eastern part of South Carriage Drive on Saturdays (as 
well as Sundays currently) and the closure of North 
Carriage Drive. The final Movement Strategy is much 
clearer than earlier drafts: for example, it balances 
better the positives and negatives of cycling in the 
Parks by committing to promote considerate cycling 
in designated cycle areas with enforcement where 
necessary.

20 MPh   
One widely popular change 
is Westminster City Council’s 
implementation of a borough 
wide 20mph speed limit 
on their local roads. Not 
all TfL Red Routes, such as 
Brompton Road, are included 
but may follow. Kensington 
Road and Prince Consort 
Road are included. This speed 
limit change is probably the 
quickest, cheapest, best way 
for Westminster to improve 
road safety, encourage 
walking and cycling, make 
space for pedestrians, improve air quality and reduce 
noise. We understand that the police will enforce the 
new speed limit.

It has been an extraordinary time. However, the 
community spirit is as strong or stronger than ever and 
most of us will have met some neighbours for the first 
time. Long may that continue. 

not to increase fares; the Government removing 
£700million of grants after the election; the collapse 
in TfL fare income during Lockdown; and the 
Government requiring the Mayor to run a full service 
on around 20% of demand. Expect the arguments 
and accusations to get more ‘political’ as the deferred 
Mayoral election approaches in May 2021.

To help ‘balance the books’, TfL has: increased 
the congestion charge from £11.50 to £15.00 and 
extended it to 10pm seven days a week; suspended 
the use of Freedom passes and 60+ cards before 
9am; suspended free travel for under-18s all day; cut 
walking and cycling projects by around £300m on 
one measure; and planned above-inflation fare hikes. 
These measures have understandably infuriated many 
people though few seem aware how wide-ranging 
the impacts are or many other people are affected. 

The Government and TfL are looking to put TfL on 
a more sustainable financial footing over the long-
term. This is a massive task because fares already 
fund about 80% of TfL’s day-to-day cost of operating 
the network (compared to 38% in New York). New 
sources of funds or savings are expected to include 
road user charging, development of TfL-owned sites 
such as South Kensington underground station (see 
page 4) and cost reductions from ‘driverless’ tube 
trains. We should know more by mid-October. 

STREET CLEANSING 
Westminster City Council and Veolia have worked 
very hard and diverted resources from the West 
End to keep our streets clean during Lockdown. As 
Lockdown has eased, so litter and rubbish dumping 
outside hours has increased. Please do use the 
FixMyStreets.com app to report problems (giving 
a street number to making it easier for the Veolia 
team to respond). We are also looking to achieve 
longer-term improvements in the waste and recycling 
collection and hope to set up a working group in 
the Autumn. As we’ve said before, you can help by 
leaving out rubbish and recycling as close as possible 
to the earliest collection time i.e. not later. You can 
find collection times for your street here: http://
transact.westminster.gov.uk/env/streetsearch.aspx.

ROYAL ALBERT hALL  
PUBLIC REALM PROJECT 
All cultural institutions and theatres have been 
hard hit by the COVID-19 pandemic. But perhaps 
none more so than the Royal Albert Hall which has 
not previously relied on Government funding. It is 
pleasing therefore to see the Albertopolis scheme 
being progressed by Westminster City Council 
which should improve the space in front of the 
Royal Albert Hall and link it better to the Albert 
Memorial opposite with step-free access (without 
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LICENSING REPORT
Paul Meitner

Following an almost 
complete lack of 
activity in the second 
quarter of 2020 there 
has been a steady 
return to normality 
on the licensing front. 
The main driver has 
been the gradual 
lifting of Covid-19 
related restrictions, 
most significantly 
the ability of pubs, 
bars and restaurants 
to reopen for on-site 
sales from July 2020. 
Footfall has further increased as a result of the ‘Eat 
out to Help out’ initiative, which gave customers 
a 50% discount on the cost of food eaten on the 
premises, up to a maximum of £10 per head, on 
Mondays to Wednesdays in August.

The Government has been keen to help the 
hospitality sector through the pandemic. However, 
some of the measures proposed could have 
serious adverse effects on our quality of life. In our 
experience late night drinking ‘off premises’ can 
lead to an increase in violence, noise and disorder. 
As mentioned in the Chairman’s Statement, we 
supported a successful amendment to this bill, 
proposed by the KNF and the Kensington Society and 
submitted by Felicity Buchan, MP for Kensington, to 
bring back the terminal hour for these sales from  
3am to 11pm. 

As a further measure to revive the Hospitality Sector 
Westminster City Council published a strategy 
document that included proposals to change public 
space, road and pavement layouts to facilitate 
social distancing, while allowing people to move 
more freely and support the reopening of bars and 
restaurants. This included temporary adaptations 
to the Planning and Licensing systems including 
permissions to move services outdoors, plus a fast 
track process to assess applications for tables and 
chairs. Streets in our area were not included. Here is 
a brief update on recent licensing applications.

OSTERIA ROMANA, 3 PARK CLOSE 
This involved the placing of 3 tables and 6 chairs in 
a narrow alleyway leading from Hyde Park down to 
Knightsbridge. Our view, shared by many residents 

and businesses, 
was that this would 
a create a serious 
bottleneck in a 
busy pedestrian 
thoroughfare. 
Accordingly, we 
lodged an objection. 
The application was 
due to be heard 
on 4 August but at 
the time of writing 
the outcome is not 
known.

SEARCY’S, 30 PAVILION ROAD 
Although outside our area we were approached 
by two residents and asked to object to a premises 
licence application. This we did, citing public safety 
and the prevention of public nuisance.

DININGS, LENNOX GARDENS 
Another application outside our area, this time for 
off-site alcohol sales. Together with other residents’ 
associations we lodged an objection. The application 
was due to be heard on 16 July but was adjourned 
following objections.

ZUMA, 5 RAPhAEL STREET 
We were alerted to the placing of tables and chairs 
outside the adjacent post office at weekends, 
although no application appears to have been 
lodged. We wrote to Westminster City Council and 
asked for an explanation. At the time of writing a 
response has yet to be received.

PRET A MANGER, 106 BROMPTON 
ROAD 
This involved the proposed placing of 3 tables and 
6 chairs on the public pavement, in a section of the 
Brompton Road where most other cafes already have 
them. Although opposed in principle to the extension 
of tables and chairs into the public realm we did not 
object to this application, as it was well thought out 
and included a detailed management plan. 
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LAW AND ORDER REPORT
Madeleine Elsdon

Due to the current pandemic the police have 
cancelled all group meetings with residents for 
the foreseeable future but stay in touch with 
us on a regular basis. General reported crime 
in Knightsbridge reduced 43% in June 2020 
compared with June 2019. This was due to the 
lockdown period. However, the police were 
extremely busy with public order policing due to 
the many protests and various unlicensed music 
events taking place across London this summer. 
There was also an increase in disputes between 
neighbours and this can be linked to the fact 
that people were locked down at home for many 
weeks.

On the 4th of July weekend residents in the vicinity 
of Montpelier Street were disturbed when No. 26 
and the apartment at 20a Montpelier Street were 
hired out via a short term lets website to weekend 
party organisers who promoted the location as 
“a house party in Knightsbridge”. A similar event 
had been held two weeks before. Broken glass, 
paper cups, poppers and a general mess had been 
left on the street afterwards. We suspect that as 
these were promoted events advertised on social 
media there were admission fees to gain entry. 
Residents reported that there were at least 150 
people crowded into the two properties where a DJ 
played loud banging music which could be heard 
streets away. Guests overflowed into the street with 
their drinks and the smell of cannabis was in the 
air. Residents who called 999 complaining about 
a noisy party and being unable to sleep were told 
to call the council as it was a noise/nuisance issue. 
Council officers attended but the party continued 
throughout the night until 6am. When reporting 
such an event to the police, it is important to 
express if you feel there is criminality occurring, 
such as aggressive/threatening behaviour, drugs, 
drink driving, concerns for safety, if you believe 
there is a fight brewing or that someone may be 
carrying a knife. A description like this will make 
it easier for the operator to dispatch valuable 
police response vehicles to the area. Since that 
weekend our local police team has made contact 
with the managing agents and the tenants who 
advertised the properties and made them aware of 
the nuisance they have caused to the residents and 
how it will not be tolerated in future. Our local 
police are monitoring both properties. Westminster 
Council and Licensing have also been informed 
and warning/enforcement letters sent to the 
relevant parties.

Residents who live in one-way streets often find it 
frustrating to see cars parked the wrong way as it is 

obvious they have been driven dangerously past a 
no-entry sign. The council have no powers to fine 
a parked vehicle based on assumptions as to how 
it must have got to that location. Unfortunately 
this is not something that the police can enforce 
either. The offence is in passing the no-entry 
sign and to be fined for the offence they must 
be witnessed doing that. The Leader, Councillor 
Rachael Robathan has promised to pursue this to 
see what can be done so that proper enforcement 
can be undertaken and has asked council officers 
to raise this at the next Parking meeting of London 
Councils. They will see if there is any possibility 
of pushing to get this included in a review of 
offence codes that the Department of Transport is 
undertaking. 

On the evening of 21st July two suspects were 
spotted as they attempted to break in and steal from 
a Range Rover parked in Trevor Street. The males 
were detained on Montpelier Square by a close 
protection officer from Trevor Square who working 
together with the security guard from Montpelier 
Square and his dog, prevented the suspects from 
leaving. The males were arrested for attempted theft 
from motor vehicle, going equipped to steal and 
possession of drugs. One 
suspect was further arrested 
for Burglary and Robbery 
as he was shown as wanted 
on the police computer 
system. This is a great result 
as both suspects are prolific 
criminals.

RBKC Cllr. Sof McVeigh has 
informed us of plans to trial 
acoustic cameras (see right) 
this August. These cameras 
record the revving, popping 
and loud sounds emitted 
by noisy vehicles, mostly 
supercars but sometimes 
souped up very ordinary cars. 
It will be interesting to see 
the results of the trial.

Knightsbridge still remains an extremely safe area 
compared with other parts of London but we are 
in an unprecedented situation where many people 
may find themselves in a desperate financial 
situation. When leaving home lock up carefully 
and set your alarm. Take extra care and stay safe. 
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KNIGhTSBRIDGE NEIGhBOURhOOD FORUM 
The Knightsbridge Neighbourhood Forum (KNF) 
has achieved several milestones during ‘Lockdown’. 
Perhaps most exciting is the successful completion, in 
May 2020, of the restoration and 
improvement of the ‘Hole in the 
Wall’ including its lighting. This 
was the Forum’s first project funded 
by the neighbourhood portion of 
the Community Infrastructure Levy 
(CIL) held by Westminster City 
Council. Please contact the Forum 
or the KA if you have similar or 
better ideas that would meet the 
criteria set out in section 11 and 
Appendix D of the Knightsbridge 
Neighbourhood Plan. The Forum’s 
other achievements in recent 
months have included its successful 
application to Westminster City 
Council for re-designation as the 
neighbourhood forum for the 
Knightsbridge Neighbourhood 
Area for a further five years and its first ‘virtual’ 
Annual General Meeting on 24 June 2020. Working 
with the KA, we have also contributed to the strategic 
vision study being done by Arup consultants for a 
possible new Business Improvement District along 
Brompton Road. The KNF’s top priority is still to bring 
the neighbourhood plan to life and build upon it. 
This is best done by working closely with the KA, 
commenting selectively on significant planning 
applications and keeping a close watch on changes to 
the planning regime. At the moment, the last of these 

Crime Type 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20
Change from 

2016/17
Change from 

2018/19
Residential Burglary 43,424 58,037 60,086 57,433 32.3% -4.4%
Robbery 24,206 32,942 34,387 40,032 65.4% 16.4%
Theft from Person 38,012 47,548 45,965 53,728 41.3% 16.9%
Theft from Motor Vehicle 53,691 61,011 69,660 81,821 52.4% 17.5%
Taking of Motor Vehicle 26,967 30,649 30,765 30,458 12.9% -1.0%
Rape 6,542 7,961 8,354 7,892 20.6% -5.5%
Other Sexual Offences 11,271 12,115 12.211 12,315 9.3% 0.9%
Violence against the Person 193,072 201,933 216,030 222,045 15.0% 2.8%
Knife Crime 12,110 14.764 14,834 15,581 28.7% 5.0%
Knife Crime with Injury 4,447 4,732 4,287 3,840 -13.6% -10.4%
Knife Crime with Robbery 528 600 598 539 2.1% -9.9%
Gun Crime 2,570 2,528 2,384 1,954 -24.0% -18.0%
Gun Crime with Robbery 545 570 597 418 -23.3% -30.0%
Lethal Barrelled Discharge 321 402 392 288 -10.3% -26.5%

will involve us participating in the virtual hearings in 
September and October 2020 on seven out of the nine 
‘matters’ being investigated by the Planning Inspectors 

in their Examination of the draft new 
Westminster City Plan. The KNF is also 
helping other forums in Westminster 
as they progress their neighbourhood 
plans towards referendum.

ChANGES TO ThE PLANNING REGIME 

The Government has launched a 
consultation on a white paper which 
sets out proposals to reform the 
planning system. There are 24 different 
proposals but the overall aim is to 
make it quicker for developers to get 
planning permission. The Government 
proposes to categorise all land under 
three types: growth areas; renewal 
areas; and areas that are protected. 
Meanwhile, the Government has 

started to announce a series of revisions to permitted 
development rights and the use classes order. The use 
class revisions will come into force on 1 September 
2020. A number of these proposals cause us concern. 
For example, we would want Conservation Areas to 
remain ‘protected’ and we would be worried if existing 
shops in Brompton Road were converted to cafes or 
takeaways. These issues are likely to come up in the 
forthcoming virtual hearings on the draft Westminster 
City Plan which the KNF and KA are attending. 

Melville, Simon and WCC Leader 
Rachael Robathan social distancing by
the ‘Hole in the Wall’

STATISTICS FROM THE MET showing the total number of offences plus 
percentage changes between 2019/20 and the Mayor’s first year (2016/17) 
as well as the previous year (2018/19)
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BEWARE TV LICENSING SCAMS 

As announced in the Spring Newsletter, The Mandarin 
Oriental has once again kindly agreed to let us hold 
the event in their beautifully restored Ballroom. We 
hope by then life will have returned to some sort of 
normality and look forward to welcoming as many of 
you as possible. We were delighted when, following 
lockdown, the hotel re-opened in late July.

USEFUL NUMBERS
Noise:  WCC  0207641 2000

 RBKC  0207361 3002

 The Parks:  0300 061 2222

USeFUl CONTACTS
wCC Knightsbridge/Belgravia  
ward Councillors

Cllr. Tony Devenish: tony.devenish@london.gov.uk 
(Tony is also our GLA/TfL member)

Cllr. Robathan:  rrobathan@westminster.gov.uk

Cllr. Elizabeth hitchcock  
ehitchcock@westminster.gov.uk 

RBKC Brompton and Hans Town  
ward Councillors

Cllr. Mary Weale cllr.mary.weale@rbkc.gov.uk 

Cllr. Walaa Idris  cllr.walaa.idris@rbkc.gov.uk 

Cllr. Sof McVeigh Cllr.sof.mcveigh@rbkc.gov.uk

Vice-President: The Lady Grade
Chairman: Melville haggard,   Vice-Chairman: Carol Seymour-Newton,   Treasurer : Olivia J Cox

www.knightsbridgeassociation.com

CORONAVIRUS INFORMATION
Latest information from the Government is on radio 
and TV. Both WCC and RBKC are sending local 
residents and businesses information and advice, by 
email, or by letter for those who do not have access 
to the internet.

This can be accessed on: 
www.westminster.gov.uk/coronavirus

www.rbkc.gov.uk/health-and-social-care/
coronavirus-covid-19

More information from:   https:/nhs.uk

Scammers have been hard at work since TV licensing 
started sending letters to anyone over 75 asking them 
to either pay for a TV licence or apply for a free one.

TV Licensing will only ask you to pay using the 
following options: 
By post using the address:  
TV Licensing, 
PO Box 578, Darlington DL98 1AN 
Online at tvl.co.uk/75pay or tvl.co.uk/75apply 
By phone on 0300 790 6151

If you are contacted and asked to pay for 
your TV licence using a different phone 
number, a different website or by posting 
your details to a different address you have 
been contacted by a scammer.  
TV Licensing have also been clear that 
they will not come to your doorstep to 
collect the licence fee if you are over 75, 
so anyone who claims to do so is also a 
scammer

All information accurate at the time of going to press

DISCOVER SOUTH KENSINGTON

To help you while away the hours, this 
website is full of information and ideas.  
www.discoversouthken.com


