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IPC for life not just COVID!
• Business as usual – what does that mean?

• All healthcare organisations should undertake local risk assessments to 
ensure safe systems of work

• Return to pre pandemic distancing in all areas including Primary Care
• Returning to pre-pandemic cleaning protocols outside of COVID-19 areas, 

with enhanced cleaning only required in areas where patients with 
suspected or known infection are being managed. – CQC will still expect BP 
cuffs, other equipment, surfaces to be cleaned between pts!

• Patients being accompanied as per pre-pandemic
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Facemasks
• Health and care staff should continue to wear facemasks as part of PPE required 

for transmission-based precautions when working in COVID-19/respiratory care 
pathways, and when clinically caring for suspected/confirmed COVID-19 patients 
– likely to include primary care

• Health and care staff are in general not required to wear facemasks in nonclinical 
areas e.g. offices, social settings, unless this is their personal preference or there 
are specific issues raised by a risk assessment

• Patients: outpatients, UEC and primary care:
• Patients with respiratory symptoms who are required to attend for emergency 

treatment should wear a facemask/covering, if tolerated, or offered one on 
arrival. 

• All other patients are not required to wear a facemask unless this is a personal 
preference.
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National Infection Prevention & Control Manual 
for England

Chapter 1: Standard Infection Control Precautions – what are these?
Are to be used by all staff, in all care settings, at all times, for all patients 
whether infection is known to be present or not.

• Hand hygiene - respiratory / cough hygiene
• PPE
• Safe management of care equipment & environment
• Management blood & body fluid spills
• Waste (including sharps)
• Occupational safety
• C1636-national-ipc-manual-for-england-v2.pdf



National Infection Prevention & Control Manual 
for England continued
• Chapter 2: Transmission based Precautions – what are these?
• SICPs may be insufficient to prevent cross transmission of specific infectious 

agents and additional precautions called “Transmission Based Precautions” (TBP) 
may be required when caring for patients with known / suspected infection

• Assessment of infection risk – patient
• Safe management of equipment / environment in isolation room
• PPE & respiratory protective equipment (RPE)
• Aerosol generating procedures
• C1636-national-ipc-manual-for-england-v2.pdf



IPC Role in Primary Care

• Do you know what your IPC role is? What do you think it should be?
• IPC role – why is it important?

• Training & Education for the IPC role – update on protected learning 
time



National Feedback required
Help us to improve Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) Mandatory Training 

• The National NHSE/I IPC team are looking for front-line staff to provide information on their experiences and views about
mandatory IPC training.

• The information will be used to inform the development of a new mandatory IPC training programme which we hope will be
engaging, innovative and, most importantly, facilitate behaviour changes around IPC Practice.

• Access here: Frontline Staff Survey

• Closes 28th June

• Opportunity to input into review of 

• The UKHSA is leading a review of the UTI diagnostic flowchart. A key aspect of the update is the consultation with those for whom 
the guidance is currently targeted in primary care, such as pharmacists, GPs, nurses, and doctors who work in out-of-hours 
settings. They would like to set up an exploratory needs assessment focus group in the first instance including representation from 
these groups. Some key considerations:

 Review of the current diagnostic flowchart and design

 Consideration of application to the COVID and post-COVID environment, including relevance to remote consultation or other 
changes etc. 

• If you and your GP practice/ pharmacy would be interested in participating, please contact Eirwen.Sides@phe.gov.uk. 

•



New Notifiable Diseases Form & Reminder what 
needs reporting Notifiable diseases and causative organisms: how to report -

GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)



Hand hygiene Audit Tool (infectionpreventioncontrol.co.uk)



IPC in Primary Care

• What's working?

• What is not working – answers in the chat – thank you

• Don’t forgot to use syheartlandsccg.shipc@nhs.net
• If you want IPC question / query answered


