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Compass Children and Young People’s Health and Wellbeing Service – Safeguarding Approach.

Background and Context
At Compass safeguarding children and vulnerable young people is our shared priority and we are committed to delivering early intervention, prevention and promotion services which maximise the role of school health in line with the joint policy position by the Association of the Directors of Public Health, School and Public Health Nurses Association and the Institute of Health Visiting in 2024.
This policy statement and Compass approach recognises that whilst child safeguarding is essential – so is public health - alongside the challenges of navigating the paradox of these two equally important priorities in practice. As a Public Health service provider Compass’s primary role is to deliver a programme of scheduled interventions to the school aged child.  The service focus is on promoting health and preventing ill health.  The importance of improving our children’s health is a national priority.  
It is vital that services work together to ensure that practitioner’s skills and resources are utilised where they are needed most and can make the biggest difference; it is with these ambitions in mind that Compass has set out its public health service approach to supporting the multi-agency safeguarding partnership. 
Compass Principles
In line with the Joint Policy Position Compass principles which guide our approach to supporting the multi-agency safeguarding partnerships are:
· Delivery of the Healthy Child Programme to ensure good health and wellbeing, support to families and early help is important and can prevent more serious health and other issues from arising.
· School health has a key role to play in safeguarding across all elements of the Healthy Child Programme. 
· School health knowledge and skills are most effective when focused on the prevention of ill health, the promotion of good health and wellbeing, and in the early identification of and support for health and wellbeing needs. 
· School health can more effectively protect children and young people from abuse and neglect by working at the prevention, promotion and early help end of the safeguarding continuum.
· School health has a role in participating in the multi-agency response required to support families and protect children when they are the most appropriate health professional to do so.
· The skills and expertise of school health make them likely to be the professionals best placed to search for and identify health and wellbeing needs which inform support plans – children and young people may be referred via the duty office for holistic health assessment by safeguarding partners if there are concerns for an unidentified or unmet health need.
· School health services will contribute health input to support safeguarding planning and decision making when they have knowledge of the child/ren through assessment or ongoing support and intervention. Requests for information, advice and attendance can be sent to the duty office who will identify if the child/ren have recent or ongoing involvement from school health and provide information or representation as appropriate.
· Alternative options should be explored to provide health input into the safeguarding system where children do not have an identified/unmet health need but health representation is required in safeguarding processes.
Contact and further information about the services provided by Compass CYPHWS can be found at:
www.compass-uk.org/services/children-and-young-peoples-health-and-wellbeing-service
Requests for support, advice or assessment can be made by contacting the duty office here:
Tel: 020 3954 0091
Email: compass.towerhamletsyphws@nhs.net
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