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Geography at Nell Bank

Geography activity programmes are designed to inspire a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people in pupils. They aim to increase student knowledge of places, people, the natural and human environments and help to develop a deepening understanding of and the interaction between the Earth’s key human and physical processes. 

Pre-visit preparation for adults
Before your visit to Nell Bank please make all other adults on the trip aware of their responsibilities during the visit:

All adults can support their pupils by:

Remaining with the group to which they have been assigned

Quietly assisting pupils who need help following instructions

Being an active participant in the activities their group is presented with
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Filling out and returning a Nell Bank evaluation form.

Pre-visit preparation for pupils

Prior to the visit it is helpful if your pupils are given an opportunity to explore the focus of the visit. Work done in preparation in the classroom enables pupils to access new experiences, language and the environments more readily. By following the lesson plans on the following pages you will give your pupils the basic knowledge they need to get the most from their day at Nell Bank.

How Nell Bank can help you teach the statutory requirements for geography

From KS1 through to KS2 a visit to Nell Bank gives pupils a rare chance to experience first hand some of the geographical concepts that are statutory requirements in the current national curriculum.
For example: 

A visit to Nell Bank in Year 2/3 asks pupils: 

What are the differences between Nell Bank and where our school is?

The journey to, as well as being at Nell Bank provides children with experiences which will inform their answers so asking questions like this before and after the visit will clearly demonstrate the development of their knowledge.

A visit to Nell Bank in Year 5 asks pupils: 

How does the river Wharfe fit into the water cycle?

The visit gives pupils a firsthand experience of the water cycle; they see a source, watch it begin to flow and turn into a stream and follow that stream to the river.

With the first experience in KS1 the second visit in KS2 is enhanced as the environment is ‘familiar’ meaning pupils have building blocks on which to hang their increasing knowledge and understanding of the world around them. First hand experiences and observations of a specific area of the United Kingdom will help concrete learning of geographical concepts.

The following pages contain lesson plans and work sheet ideas to get the most from your visit and the statutory requirements our activities cover.
	Nell Bank Pre-visit lesson plan

	Date:
	Class: KS1/LKS2
	Topic for lesson: Maps

	Lesson objectives: 

Use basic geographical knowledge to refer to:

Key physical features, including: forest, hill, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season, weather

Key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house office, shop

Geographical skills and fieldwork

Devise a simple map

	Resource list: A class of enthusiastic children, map of Nell Bank, Google earth, OS maps, A4, A1 paper, crisps, chocolate football, square, circle and rectangle.

	Risk assessment: classroom based

	Starter

What are the differences between Nell Bank and where our school is?

Create a list on the board. Words to describe school and Nell Bank.

School

Busy road

People

Can walk to school

etc
Nell Bank (www.nellbank.com for inspiration)

Trees

Green grass

Good playground

No litter

etc

	Vocabulary

forest 

hill 

river 

soil

 valley 

vegetation 

season 

weather

 city 

town

 village 

factory 

farm

 house office

shop

symbol

‘bird’s eye view’

	Main

Show the class the route to Nell Bank on Google earth (bird’s eye view). Ask them for words to describe the landscape/environment they are passing through for the each part of the journey. Will they see the same stuff all the way from the bus window?
Show them a map of the route; how have the road, trees, houses etc been marked?
Discussion about symbols representing things that don’t move (get up and walk off) on a map.
Introduce symbols/colour cards (made from the Nell Bank map)
Intervention/Extension/Enrichment

   Map bingo

   Using sections of the Nell Bank map and the symbol / colour cards Teacher holds   

   up/calls out and children mark off on their piece of map. 

   First one to get 10 is the winner!


	

	Plenary

Show the children a piece of A1 paper. Place a packet of crisps, bar of chocolate and a football on the paper.  

In table groups using an A4 piece of paper arrange a pre-cut square, rectangle and circle to map what they see on the A1 sheet.




	Main Outcomes

Use geographical language

Pupils devise a simple map


	Nell Bank Follow up lesson plan

	Date:
	Class: UKS2
	Topic for lesson: Rivers

	Lesson objectives:

Human and physical geography 

Describe and understand key aspects of: physical geography, including rivers , and the water cycle


	Resource list: copies of photos from the visit to Nell Bank, sheets of paper to make a booklet.

	Risk assessment: Class based

	Starter: 

In table groups give pupils 5 minutes to come up with as many water words as they can and write them down on a piece of paper. Give them a point for every word they got. Now get each team to read out their words crossing off those which other teams also thought of. Points awarded for words no one else thought of. Bottle of water for the winners!


	Vocabulary

Source

Stream

Tributary 

Lake

 river 

meander

 waterfall evaporation 

estuary 

condensation 

cloud 



	Main:

Give every pupil a copy of the water cycle diagram (preferably one without words on)
Explain that they are going to write a story; 

                 The amazing adventures of Waqar the Water Drop. 

Encourage pupils to use the water cycle diagram to plan their story and discuss with a partner before writing.

Revisit the water word list and add words as the group thinks of them (create a class water word dictionary).


	

	Intervention/Extension/Enrichment

Working in mixed ability groups, use pictures taken during trip to Nell Bank to illustrate a picture story of the water cycle on a single sheet.


	

	Plenary

Write a whole class ending to the story picking up on ideas given by the class.



	Main Outcomes

Pupils are able to demonstrate their understanding of the water cycle and use the appropriate vocabulary to explain the process.
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Other post-visit activity ideas

Literacy

Instructions

There are opportunities for children to write an instruction leaflet on...How to be safe around water or the beginners guide to the water cycle…etc.

Poems 

The Weather

What’s the weather on about? 

Why is the rain so down on us? 

Why does the sun glare at us so?

Why does the hail dance so prettily? 

Why is the snow such an overall?

Why is the wind such a tearaway?

Why is the mud so fond of our feet? 

Why is the ice so keen to upset us? 

Who does the weather think it is?

Gavin Ewart

Oxford treasury of children’s poems 

ISBN 0-19-276202-8

	Places you find water
	Oceans and seas


	Surface water; Rivers, Lakes Reservoirs
	Groundwater
	Atmosphere
	Ice caps

	Percentage
	97.2%


	0.022%
	0.397%
	0.001%
	2.38%

	What can we drink?


	
	
	
	
	


Numeracy 

All the water in the world...Where you find water on planet earth and how much there is there.

What percentage of the world’s water is fresh water...water we can drink?

Design and Technology

Design a self powered boat able to float (critical) and carry a cargo of three marbles for 1 metre.
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	Early Years and Foundation Stage

	Prime areas of learning and development
	Nell Bank activity programmes

	
	Animal Senses and adaptations
	Bear Hunt
	Gruffalo
	Owl babies
	Woods  walk

	Communication and language development involves giving children opportunities to experience a rich language environment; to develop their confidence and skills in expressing themselves; and to speak and listen in a range of situations.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Physical development involves providing opportunities for young children to be active and interactive; and to develop their coordination, control and movement. Children must also be helped to understand the importance of physical activity, and to make healthy choices in relation to food.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Personal, social and emotional development involves helping children to develop a positive sense of themselves, and others; to form positive relationships and develop respect for others; to develop social skills and learn how to manage their feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour in groups; and to have confidence in their own abilities.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Specific areas of learning and development
	Nell Bank activity programmes

	
	Animal Senses and adaptations
	Bear Hunt
	Gruffalo
	Owl babies
	Woods  walk

	Literacy development involves encouraging children to link sounds and letters and to begin to read and write. Children must be given access to a wide range of reading materials to ignite their interest.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Mathematics involves providing children with opportunities to develop and improve their skills in counting, understanding and using numbers, calculating simple addition and subtraction problems; and to describe shapes, spaces and measures.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical worlds and their community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology and environment.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Expressive arts and design involves enabling children to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials, as well as providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing their thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in art, music, movement, dance, role play and design and technology.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(



	Key stage one programmes of study - Geography

	KS1 Place knowledge
	Nell Bank activity programmes

	
	Bear Hunt
	Gruffalo
	Orienteering
	Habitat Trail
	Waterplay
	Woods walk

	Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the united kingdom
	(
	(
	(
	(
	
	(

	KS1 Human and physical geography
	Nell Bank activity programmes

	
	Bear Hunt
	Gruffalo
	Orienteering
	Habitat Trail
	Waterplay
	Woods walk

	Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom
	(
	(
	
	
	
	(

	Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 

Key physical features, including forest, hill, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather
	(
	(
	(
	(
	
	(

	Key human features including: city, town, village, farm.
	
	
	(
	
	
	(

	KS1 Geographical skills and fieldwork
	Nell Bank activity programmes

	
	Bear Hunt
	Gruffalo
	Orienteering
	Habitat Trail
	Waterplay
	Woods walk

	Use simple compass directions (North, South, East, West) and locational and directional language to describe the location of features and routes on a map
	
	
	(
	(
	
	(

	Devise a simple map
	
	
	(
	(
	
	


	Key stage two programmes of study - Geography

	KS2 Locational knowledge


	Nell Bank activity programmes

	
	Ilkley Moor 
	Orienteering
	River Studies
	Three Bridges walk
	Water play
	Woods walk

	Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers)m and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	KS2 Place knowledge
	Nell Bank activity programmes

	
	Ilkley Moor 
	Orienteering
	River Studies
	Three Bridges walk
	Water play
	Woods walk

	Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	KS2 Human and physical geography


	Nell Bank activity programmes

	
	Ilkley Moor 
	Orienteering
	River Studies
	Three Bridges walk
	Water play
	Woods walk

	Physical geography, including: rivers and the water cycle
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Human geography, including: types of settlement and land use
	(
	(
	(
	(
	
	(

	KS2 Geographical skills and fieldwork


	Nell Bank activity programmes

	
	Ilkley Moor 
	Orienteering
	River Studies
	Three Bridges walk
	Water play
	Woods walk

	Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Activities offered aim to be inclusive and are enjoyed by all ages and abilities. We also pride ourselves on the flexibility of our offer and our willingness to respond to customers evolving demands...



	
	Age Group
	Offered as part of a…
	Is this activity inclusive?

	Activity

	EYFS
	KS1
	LKS2
	UKS2
	KS3+
	Adults
	day visit
	residential 
	

	Bear Hunt 
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Bear Homes
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Gruffalo 
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Gruffalo Crumble
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Little Brown Mouse House
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Pond dipping
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Meet the Chickens
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Minibeasting
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Water play
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Animal Senses and Adaptations Programme

	Squirrel Run
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Badger Sniff
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Mole Walk
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Mouse Maze 
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Rabbit Run
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Habitat Trail
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Woods Walk
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Schools Linking Network Programme

	Circle Games
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Scavenger Hunt
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Woods Walk
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Parachute Games
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Exploring Habitats Programme

	Habitat Trail
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	KS2 Pond dipping
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	KS2 Woods Walk
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	KS2 Minibeasting
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Adventure play
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Orienteering onsite
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Orienteering woods
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	River Studies
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Teambuilding Programme

	Trust Trail
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Duck Rescue
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Custard Crossing
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Save the Species
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Magic Carpet
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Prisoner
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Circle in a circle
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Initiative course
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	( 

	
	Age Group
	Offered as part of a…
	Is this activity inclusive?

	Activity

	EYFS
	KS1
	LKS2
	UKS2
	KS3+
	Adults
	day visit
	residential 
	

	Early Peoples’ Settlement Programme

	Archaeological dig
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Den building
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Experimental Archaeology
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Dustbin Game
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Ecology Fieldwork Programme

	Freshwater sampling - ponds
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Freshwater sampling - rivers
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Woodland ecology
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Residential Activities

	Mud Trail
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Ilkley Moor walk
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Three Bridges walk
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Manor House 
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Other Activities offered

	Work Related Learning
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	N/A

	Work placements * 
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	D of E camp ground
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	D of E Ambassador Award Scheme
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	CPD training – teachers
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	ITT Training – QTS, PGCE students
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Community support Volunteers
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Voluntary work
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Trainee Tutor – 3 fulltime training positions per year
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Aiming High
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Meeting Room 
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Residential Short Breaks for families
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Other Regular Events

	Outdoor Classroom 
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Specific Education Training courses
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Outdoor Odyssey (Summer Hols)
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Nell Bank Family Fun Day
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Disability Rocks
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Wharfedale Schools x-country events
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	N/A

	Ilkley and District Riding
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	N/A

	Musical theatre workshop
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Play in a day e.g. Foxhill Primary
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Big Challenge
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	CISV
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Race for Life
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	N/A


*2012/2013 - 33 Students ranging from Year 10 to Trainee Teachers have attended a 2+ week work placement at Nell Bank 

�
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Colour versions of this map are available…please ask � HYPERLINK "mailto:ruth.kata@bradford.gov.uk" �ruth.kata@bradford.gov.uk� 


Looking at the map prior to the visit will help children become familiar with the symbols used for different features so then the orienteering activity is about consolidating map reading skills.





Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 


The following table illustrates how our activity programmes at Nell Bank can help you satisfy the standards for learning, development and care for children from birth to five.








National Curriculum - Geography programmes of study: key stages 1 and 2 


The following table illustrates how our activity programmes at Nell Bank can help you satisfy the statutory requirements of the geography National Curriculum.











ruth.kata@bradford.gov.uk

Updated winter 2013


