[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]Quality Badge awarded by

Council for
Learning Outside the Classroom




[image: image3.jpg]e Bargjﬁ





	Senses 
Using the natural environment and puppets children scaffold their learning from the classroom about plants, animals and habitats. Using each of their senses to explore the wide variety of habitats at Nell Bank and learn firsthand how animals use them to find food, water and shelter to survive in the wild.
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Activities can be weather dependent so the day will include some or all of the following...

	Activity
	Description

	Badger Sniff
	Children discover through experiential learning how animals use their sense of smell to survive in the wild. Working in badger family groups children help Baby Badger sniff out the answers and complete his smelling homework. 

	Habitat Trail
	Who lives where at Nell Bank? This basic orienteering activity gives children the chance to use prior learning about habitats and the freedom to explore the natural environment with minimal adult help.

	Minibeasting
	There’s more to the woodland floor than you think…find out just how mini the beasties are in the woods as well as the occasional hibernating frog, toad or sleepy newt. Through careful observation of the creatures caught pupils are introduced to basic classification.

	Mole Walk
	Using sense of touch children follow a trail and learn just how important their sense of sight is to them but also how a mole’s sense of touch is crucial for its search for food. This activity introduces the idea of mole as predator and worm as prey.

	Mouse Maze
	Children explore the predator prey relationship between owls and mice to help explain how sight and sound is important to survival in the wild. Children play the role of prey and find their way through the long grass trying to escape from the hungry teacher owls.

	Rabbit Run
	Animal adaptations and predator/prey relationships are demonstrated during this activity as children are given the roles of rabbit and weasel. Children play the role of both predator and prey. As rabbits can they survive the chase down the tunnel and avoid becoming weasel dinner?

	Pond Dipping
	Children use nets to catch and observe the creatures swimming in the depths of a Nell Bank pond and learn how many different species live in a freshwater habitat. Working in teams they carefully observe and begin to classify creatures looking for adaptations to freshwater environments.

	Water Play
(warm weather option)
	Put simply children are encouraged to play both independently and collaboratively with water, squirty things, rubber ducks and buckets. Slightly soggy Nell Bank fun guaranteed even on the sunniest day!

	Parachute games
(cold weather option)
	An exciting and fun way to get children working together on a wet, chilly day... Bear football is always a good giggle and guaranteed to get everyone warmed up.

	Adventure Play
(if time allows)
	Pupils may have the opportunity to explore the adventure playground, slither down the tube slide, climb the bouldering wall, crawl along the tunnels and swing from the monkey rings. A brilliant way for groups to experience the freedom and physical challenge of adventurous play.
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