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WELCOME TO THE HACKNEY CARRIAGE
On behalf of the PR Committee, welcome to the 2015 issue of The
Hackney Carriage magazine.
This year has been a memorable one for our Company. On 3rd April
at St Bartholomew the Great, the Master, his Wardens, Liverymen
and Freemen welcomed HRH Prince Charles on the occasion of the
presentation of our Royal Charter. This truly memorable day put our
Company well and truly in the spotlight – we even made mainstream
news bulletins on tv that day. The images of HRH disembarking a
London taxi, driven by Liverymen taxi driver John Sheen, began a truly
wonderful celebration for the WCHCD which carried on throughout
the day with a lunch at Haberdashers’ Hall.
This issue of the magazine features just some of the images from the
day. Work is now underway to build a suitable screen to mount both
The Royal Charter, together with Company’s Armorial Bearings and
Letters Patent to go on permanent display in the church at Smithfield
where many of our important occasions have been celebrated.
At another important event, this time north of the border in
Edinburgh, The WCHCD were delighted to receive the Extract of
Matriculation which had been granted to the WCHCD by the Lord
Lyon in Edinburgh. The document will now be on display in the City
Chambers in the Scottish City. Liveryman Bob McCulloch runs the
Cab Guide Course in Edinburgh and this document means those
successful students in the city are allowed to display the Company
Coat of Arms and insignia in the same way it is allowed in London.
The PR committee is kept busy throughout the year, covering events
that The Worshipful Company of Hackney Carriage Drivers take part
in. During the past year, these events have included dinners, our
Founders Day lunch, church services and the annual Drive Day
competition with our military affiliation. Some of these events are
organised by our committees and liaison officers.
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OUR MASTER FOR 2014

Our affiliation with the Royal
Docks School continues and we
are pleased to be able to give
prizes each year to pupils making
certain achievements. Our
military affiliation saw members
from 20th Transport Squadron
present at the Magical Taxi Tour
Big Breakfast as well as a less
formal day for some of our
members down at Regents Park
Barracks for the annual Drive
Day Challenge.
As technology is advancing so
quickly, we have made the decision to update our Company website
to make it more user friendly for those accessing it by smartphone or
tablets. Work is underway on the new design as this magazine goes to
press. The new look site will also include a secure Members Area
which we think will be a useful tool for members in the future.
Once this area is completed members will be able to log in using
a secure password. So keep an eye on the website
http://www.hackneycarriagedriverscompany.com to see when
it goes live. In the meantime we will continue to update with news
about events that have taken place, together with our Awards and
Charities and of course our Diary. There is also a link from this page to
the website of the Children’s Magical Taxi Tour, where you can find
many of the images in the gallery from the 2014 trip to Disneyland Paris.
The PR committee looks forward to another busy year of events
during 2015.
Sandie Goodwin
Chairperson
PR Committee

NEW LIVERYMAN AND FREEMEN
The WCHCD has welcomed two new Honorary Liverymen during the past twelve months,
namely Reverend Dr Martin Dudley and Mr. Keith Lawrey.
The WCHCD congratulates the following Freemen who have been clothed in the Livery during the past year.
Mr John Ford, Mr Lee Hilligenn, Mr Peter Johansen, Mr Lee Cooper, Ms Leigh Dargan, Mrs Wendy Sorrell
Also welcomed are the new Freemen who have joined the WCHCD during the past year.
Mr David Collins, Mr Richard Langley, Mr John Ward, Mr Stephen Bilham, Mr Robert Oddy, Mr Steven Bates,
Mr Christian McGuinness, Mr Kevin Hennessy, Mr Luke Merriman, Mr Craig Holloway, Mr Mark Morris,
Mr Giuseppe Mauro, Mr Luigi Mauro, Mr Dilip Patel, Mr Edgar Wessman, Mr John Barker, Mr Chris Ratcliffe.

THE WORSHIPFUL COMPANY OF
HACKNEY CARRIAGE DRIVERS
TheHackney Carriage
PUBLISHED BY: THE WORSHIPFUL COMPANY OF HACKNEY CARRIAGE DRIVERS 01494 765922
PR COMMITTEE: SANDIE GOODWIN, DAVE ALLEN, BRIAN RICE. PRINTED BY: IMAGES IN PRINT

In the summer of 2014 Malcolm left the ground transport sector to
pursue a new role working in recruitment and new business
development. Things you may not know about the Master include that
he is a published author. His novel ‘Hegadus’ was published in 2014
and he has written a number of plays and screenplays, as well as
industry papers on operations, technology and marketing. He is a
Member of the Institute of Directors and the Singapore UK
Association and serves in an advisory and mentoring capacity to a
number of new technology start-up companies.

L-R Alan Roughan, Colin Evans, Malcolm Paice, Graham Woodhouse &
Dave Cannel at the 2014 Installation Dinner on board HQS Wellington

Malcolm Paice first became a Freeman of The Worshipful Company of
Hackney Carriage Drivers in 2005 and in the following year he obtained
the Freedom of the City of London and became a Liveryman. He soon
joined the Court of Assistants and chaired the Membership Committee
for a number of years before becoming a Warden and being installed as
Master of the Company in September 2014. He has a long association
with the cab trade in London and is known to many in the trade for his
role and work at ComCab. He was born, raised and educated in
Harrow before starting his working life in communications engineering.
In the early 90’s Malcolm ran his own business providing telecoms
services to transport and utility operations during the early cellular
industry boom, when many organisations shifted from private mobile
radio systems to mobile phones. It was here that he was first introduced
to the taxi and transport industry.

Malcolm lives in Denham, South Buckinghamshire with his wife Aniko
and daughter Holly, who were delighted to join Malcolm on the
annual Magical Taxi Tour this year. The Paice family spend much of
their free time in Hungary, where they have friends and family.
Shortly before this magazine went to print, Malcolm spoke of the annual
Liverymen’s Dinner. He said: “This was another memorable night for the
WCHCD and it started earlier in the day with our first ever Common
Hall, essentially an AGM for our Company. This is a new process for us
following our historic awarding of our Royal Charter from HRH The
Prince of Wales earlier this year.”

In 1996 Malcolm joined Computer Cab plc, which today is London’s
largest black taxi company, as they migrated to the first GPS based
despatch system in Europe; Mobistar. Following the acquisition of
Computer Cab by the ComfortDelGro Group, Malcolm moved into
Business Development to help the business branch into new markets
and expand beyond the London taxi market. In 2011 Malcolm was made
Chief Operating Officer for CityFleet Networks, managing operations in
London, Birmingham, Aberdeen, Edinburgh and Liverpool.

The Common Hall meeting will be held each year and all Liverymen
and Freemen will get further details of times and a location from The
Clerk in due course.

JOIN THE 104 CLUB

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2015

Monies raised from the 104 Club go to the WCHCD
Charity Trust.Those who join have the opportunity to
win quarterly cash prizes, which in a year will equate
to 30% of the money given.
Members of the Company, their families and friends
can donate just £5 per month (paid quarterly) to join,
and the more members who are enrolled, the bigger
the prizes become. You do not have to belong to the
WCHCD to join the 104 Club so why not get your
family and friends
to join and support
our worthy causes. The Worshipful Company of Hackney Carriage Drivers Charity Trust

LUNCHES AND DINNERS
Thursday 5th March

Spring Court & Dinner, Vintners’ Hall 4pm

Friday 22nd May

Election Court & Lunch, Guildhall COA Only 10am

Thursday 3rd September Installation Court & Dinner TBA

OTHER COMPANY EVENTS
Monday 16th February

WCHCD Cabguide Course, Museum of London

Friday 19th June

Founders’ Day Charity Lunch, Trinity House

Monday TBA September WCHCD Guide Course, Museum of London
18th - 20th September

The Magical Taxi Tour

Reg. No 1026395

104 Draw Club

Further details can
be obtained from
The Clerk,
Mary Whitworth.

CITY EVENTS

Name

Tuesday 17 February

Pancake Race, Guildhall Yard 11am

Draw Number(s)

Friday 20 March

United Guild Service, St Paul’s Cathedral 11am

Wednesday 24 June

Election of the Sheriffs, Guildhall 11am

Thank you for your generous support towards the work of the Charity Trust.
The 104 Club Draw will take place quarterly in March, June, September and December.
Details of the winners will be published on the Company Website
www.hackneycarriagedriverscompany
S

Tuesday 29th September Election of the Lord Mayor
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MY YEAR AS MASTER by Graham Woodhouse
Where do I start, after such a momentous year
in the Company’s history? So many great
memories, events, not to mention Lunches and
Dinners. I have to say, the City of London
‘Livery’ is one of the best ‘Clubs’ to be part of;
and my wife and I were made to feel more than
welcome wherever we went. We made many
friends, who will remain so for a long time.
There are several things that stand out in my
12 months as Master. To begin with in
September, one of the first duties as Master
was to lead the convoy on the Annual Magical
Taxi Tour to Disneyland Paris. Having already
done 13 trips as a driver, this year I didn’t have
an excited Family with me! This year I had the
biggest kid on the trip, my wife Caroline,
resplendent with Minnie Mouse ears at the Big
Breakfast send off at Canary Wharf (I’m sure
the Lord Mayor's representative Sir David
Howard was most impressed).

Christmas came and went, but not without
signing and posting hundreds of Christmas
cards on behalf of the Company, and
attending our annual Carol service at St
Bartholomew the Great, which to me always
marks the start of Christmas.
The second really memorable event of my
year occurred in April 2014. Plans were now
well under-way for one of the most exciting
events in the Company’s history. Some years
before, during his year as Master, Michael
Davis had proposed we as a company apply
to the Privy Council for our Royal Charter of
Incorporation. The ‘baton’ was then picked up
by Past Master Andrew Overton, and we
were off and running. Those plans were now
coming to fruition, and arrangements were
being finalised. The Royal Charter had been
drawn up and sealed by Her Majesty the
Queen. I collected it from Black Rod’s office at
the Palace of Westminster. Now we just
needed a ‘Royal’ for the presentation, and
what a Royal we got!

On 3rd April 2013 we all gathered at our
church St Bartholomew the Great for a very
special service. At the same time, Liveryman
John Sheen, arrived at Clarence House in a
shiny black TX4 to pick up our guest of
honour, HRH Prince Charles. His Royal
Highness arrived and was greeted by myself,
my Wardens & our Learned Clerk. The
service that followed was wonderful, made
more so by His Royal Highnesses lovely
address to us about how much the London
Cab trade was such an integral part of London
life. Following the presentation of our Royal
Charter by His Royal Highness, there was a
presentation to Prince Charles, a gift for his
new Grandson; a picture of Mickey Mouse.
After the service, a reception was held in the
church. His Royal Highness then mingled, and
made time to talk to nearly everyone there.
Everyone that had the pleasure of meeting
him said how warm he was, and how relaxed
their personal conversations were. After
Prince Charles’ departure, company members
and their guests, along with many invited
Masters from other Livery Companies,
processed over to Haberdashers Hall for a
splendid celebratory Lunch. As if that wasn’t
enough for one day.....it was back to the hotel,
and after a quick shower and change into
white tie & tails, my wife and I were off to the
Mansion House for the Lord Mayors Annual
Livery Dinner!
Invites for Lunches & Dinners came in thick
and fast, and how I managed to keep fitting
into the same suits is still a miracle! However,
the 3rd memorable event of my year was the
‘Ironbridge weekend’. This is an annual event
organised for Masters and their partners, held
at Ironbridge in Shropshire. The weekend
began on Friday 6th June with a Black Tie
Dinner, where we got to catch up with
Masters you’ve already met and meet others
we haven’t during our year. For those that
don’t know, Ironbridge is said to be the
birthplace of the industrial revolution. It’s
where the very first blast furnace was built,
and where cast iron was first smelted.
Saturday is spent visiting 5 of the 10 museums
in the Ironbridge Gorge, including the furnace
that created the cast iron that built the Crystal
Palace for the Great Exhibition of 1851.
Saturday night saw the President of the
Ironbridge Trusts ‘Summer Ball’, another
Black Tie Dinner attended by the Lord Mayor
of the City of London, Alderman Fiona Woolf
and her husband.
The fourth memorable event of a fantastic year
took me out of the City again, to the wonderful
city of Edinburgh! As some may know, Scottish
law is different from English law.

Probably few may know, we (the Company)
run a Cab Guide course in that fair city similar
to the one run here in London, by Liveryman
Bob McCulloch. Some time ago we found out
that our Coat Of Alms, or any part of it, were
not allowed to be displayed publicly under
Scottish law. This came about as qualified Cab
Guides in Edinburgh were displaying their
guide badges on their cabs. After many phone
calls and e-mails between London &
Edinburgh, the Lord Lyons (the Queens
representative for Alms in Scotland) agreed to
grant the company the legal right to display
our Alms in Scotland; and enshrined in
Scottish law.

So on 17th July my wife and I, accompanied by
Past Masters & Court members travelled up
to Edinburgh for a lovely weekend to receive
our ‘Extract of Matriculation’ (equivalent our
‘Letters Patient’ in Scotland) from the Lord
Lyons at his office the following day. We then,
along with the Lord Lyons, Councillor Milligan
(Head of the Licensing Authority in
Edinburgh) and local Licensed Hackney
Carriage Drivers who had passed the
Cabguide course then had a lovely Lunch at
one of the city’s finest hotels, the Balmoral.
Copy space regrettably does not let me go
into detail about many other events that
speckled my year. Such as attending the Royal
Garden Party at Buckingham Palace, on 10th
June, or the Garden Party at Capel Manor
hosted by HRH Prince Edward, on 21st June.
All in all, it was a fantastic year, not only for the
Worshipful Company of Hackney Carriage
Drivers, but for me and my wife; we feel very
privileged.
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PRINCE CHARLES ATTENDS WCHCD
ROYAL CHARTER PRESENTATION SERVICE

On 3rd April 2014, The Prince of Wales attended a service and
reception at St Bartholomew the Great, West Smithfield to celebrate
the presentation of the Royal Charter to the Worshipful Company of
Hackney Carriage Drivers.

The Prince arrived at the church in an iconic black cab, driven by cab
driver John Sheen. He was welcomed by the Master, Graham
Woodhouse, together with his Wardens and Clerk before entering
the Church for the service, which was led by Reverend Dr Martin
Dudley, who is an Honorary Liveryman of the Company.

This day was an important milestone in the history of the WCHCD,
which received the Grant of Livery back in February 2004. Liverymen
of the WCHCD lined the pews of the wonderful church, alongside
Freemen, and their guests. Many Masters and their Clerks as well as
other distinguished guests also joined the celebration.
The Worshipful Company of Hackney Carriage Drivers were granted
their Royal Charter in 2013. The framed Charter stood proudly on
display in the Church for the service and it is hoped it will soon be on
show on the walls of the ancient City church where members of the
WCHCD have also celebrated other important events in their history.

During the uplifting service the Prince told Master Graham
Woodhouse how delighted he was to be able to attend and make the
presentation of the Charter which had been signed by Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth earlier this year.
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Following the service a Reception was held during which time the
Prince met many of the WCHCD members and their guests. The
Prince was introduced to many of the drivers who make the annual
trip to Disneyland Paris, including members of the organising
committee. The Company was honoured to have been able to
welcome the Prince to join the celebration.

A celebratory lunch was held at Haberdashers’ Hall following the
Ceremony. The WCHCD is grateful to everyone involved in the
achievement of attaining a Royal Charter and this lunch was an
opportunity for these thanks to be aired.

The Prince praised taxi drivers for the service they provide to the
country and commented: ‘You are an institution. You are one of its
great traditions.’ He spoke of the high esteem in which London’s cab
is held and that he had enjoyed his trip to the church by taxi. He also
spoke of the exceptional generosity the drivers provide for their
yearly Children’s Magical Taxi Tour.

Prince Charles listening intently to Reverend Dr Martin Dudley

This historic day is an important landmark in the history of the
WCHCD and for its membership, made all the more enjoyable by the
attendance of The Prince of Wales.
HRH The Prince of Wales, Past Master Philip Davis
and Clerk Mary Whitworth

Dave Day passing on some knowledge!

During the service, one of the children who had taken part in last year’s
Magical Taxi Tour, 9 year old James Cannon, presented the Prince with
a framed canvas of Disney favourite Mickey Mouse entitled ‘Casting a
Spell’. This gift was for the Prince’s grandson on behalf of all the children
who have been involved in the Magical Taxi Tour since it began over 20
years ago. James, who is currently in remission but suffered from eye
cancer, said making the presentation was ‘very exciting’. His mother,
Claire said: ‘I was crying my eyes out. We’re very proud of him. I didn’t
think we’d be standing here. He’s a lovely boy.’

HRH and Phil Scott
Proud Mum Claire Cannon and Son James with HRH
Claire Cannon, from Hullbridge in Essex, said: “We’re very proud of him”.

Head Girl from Royal Docks School meets HRH and Sir David Howard

James Cannon who presented Prince Charles
with the gift for Prince George

Past Master Michael Davies shares an amusing moment

Talking about his conversation with The Prince as they arrived at their
final destination John Sheen reports: “He said: John that was an excellent
ride. You did a wonderful job. This is for you - He gave me a tenner.”
John is having the note framed.

Head Boy from Royal Docks School with HRH and Keith Lawrey
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CHILDREN’S MAGICAL TAXI TOUR 2014

A convoy of cabs left the East Wintergarden, Canary Wharf early on the morning of 12th September, destination Disneyland
Paris. The 21st annual Children’s Magical Taxi Tour had begun – with lots of excited children (and cab drivers!) gathering for
the Big Breakfast Send Off. This breakfast was attended by sponsors and dignitaries alongside the VIP guests and the children
with The Lord Mayor Locum Tenens of the City of London Alderman Sir David Howard cutting the ribbon at 07:40 sharp
signalling the beginning of the trip. Office workers at the venue were surprised at the sight which greeted them and stood to
watch in amazement as the convoy set off, horns blaring to bid farewell, each cab with the sponsors names emblazoned on
the side.
More than 400 people set off on this year’s trip, taking children with life limiting illnesses on such a magical journey. As well
as the children, the Magical Taxi Tour was supported by medical teams, ambulances, breakdown services and carers. With
an escort provided by police officers from the City of London Police, UK and also fellow officers from over the channel, the
Gendarmerie Nationale, the convoy got underway with the Royal British Legion Band from Romford entertaining everybody.
The Marriot Hotel Canary Wharf provided everyone with packed lunches and the London Taxi Company donated the
spending money for the children. and Ampersand sponsored the breakfast itself.
Each year the tour reaches another milestone; more than 4800 children have been on this trip over the course of its 21 year
history. It is thanks to the generosity of sponsors and the taxi drivers who give their time freely that the trip has grown and
gone from strength to strength, together with support of the Livery Companies and the corporate sector. Some of the taxi
drivers have actually taken part in every single trip since the first one in 1994, an amazing commitment. They are used to the
cries of ‘Are we nearly there yet’ that begin as the convoy lands in Calais following crossing the channel on a P&O ferry. The
ferry trips are also donated kindly by P&O. The car deck full of London taxis is quite a surprising sight to fellow travellers, as
is the hotel car park full of cabs over the weekend. This year the convoy enjoyed a lovely sunny day for the journey down
to Disneyland and many were on the outside decks of the ferry.
A refuelling stop at the Aire De Repos Assevillers Ouest services saw quite a sight to greet the convoy. Giant characters
were waving, a room had been set aside especially for the guests of the convoy where the children found snacks, sweets and
drinks waiting for them. Face painters were also on hand and it was somewhat hard to persuade the children to get back to
their cabs when it was time to leave as they were enjoying a good time. Then it was onwards to our final destination.
Although we were a bit delayed by traffic queues, we arrived at the Disneyland resort in daylight, giving the children their
first glimpse of the enchanted kingdom in the distance. As the taxis arrived at the Cheyenne hotel – cowboy themed and
decorated - some of the Disney characters were waiting to greet the children and this was greeted by lots of happy faces.
Having checked in to the hotel, dinner was in the Chuck Wagon. Drivers took the chance to relax and enjoy the evening
before the visit to the theme park the next day. Bright and early on Saturday, everyone headed into the Park itself. With so
many rides and things to experience in the park this is a fun packed day which this year was enjoyed in beautiful sunshine.
Behind the scenes, the team from the charity are always working to ensure the children have a great time. As the children
and drivers enjoyed their time in the park, others were preparing packed lunches for the return journey, with sandwiches
donated by M&S.
This fun packed day is followed by a Gala Dinner, attended by the Disney characters who signed autographs and posed for
photos with the children – truly magical. During the evening the party atmosphere continued with a disco. All too soon the
evening was over and it was time for bed before the journey homewards. First thing on Sunday as drivers packed the cabs
with their guests’ luggage, the police - both English and French - were showing the children their cars and motorbikes and the
hotel car park became a very noisy place to be with sirens blaring and blue lights flashing. The convoy then departed for Calais.
A quick refuel stop, then onto another P&O ferry for the return to the UK.
Fund raising in today’s economic climate is more difficult than it has been in the past and without the continuing support of
the drivers, City Liveries and the Magical Taxi Tour sponsors this event could not carry on. New sponsors come on board
each year as they learn more about the trip and how much pleasure it brings. Fund raising events are held, such as the Dinner
Dance held each December and those involved in the charity this year have done some different things to raise funds,
including the Three Peaks Challenge and some ice bucket challenges. The Disney Organising Committee is confident it will
be able to carry on bringing smiles to the faces of the children and the supporting team who travel. The Committee is
extremely grateful to everyone involved in making this year’s trip so successful; every bit of help and support counts in
making this the trip of a lifetime for the children. Each year the preparation for the trip sees goodie bags filled, the cabs
liveried with their sponsors names, meetings with P&O, lots of telephone calls, vehicles lent to the trip as support, food
ordered, a briefing meeting, to name but a few. It is this preparation which results in a trip which looks seamless and shows
the generosity of the cab trade, as with so many of our trade charities. Long may it continue.
Next year’s trip will take place on 18th September and fund raising has already begun…….

More about the Magical Taxi Tour, including a photo gallery, can be found at www.magicaltaxitour.com

www.magicaltaxitour.com
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THE FORMAL …. AND ….. THE NOT SO FORMAL
Throughout the year, the WCHCD enjoys
many events, some formal and some more
light hearted. One of the first events of 2014
was the Pancake Races at The Guildhall on
4th March. Master Graham Woodhouse ran
in the Masters Race – although sadly he did
not win the race this year. A large crowd of
onlookers watched the runners from each
teams, adorned in guild robes, white gloves
and hats. For the Masters, attire included
their gowns. The event is held in Guildhall
Yard by permission of the Chief Commoner.
The races began in 2004 by the Worshipful
Company of Poulters. Each race involves
running the length of the course in the
Guildhall yard whilst still keeping the hat on
their heads and stopping to flip the pancake
on both the outward and inward leg of the
course. Strict penalty points are given to
anyone who fails to flip the pancake or who
does not keep their hat on!

SPRING COURT LUNCH
Due to the Royal Charter Presentation event
on 3rd April, the Worshipful Company of
Hackney Carriage Drivers held a Spring
Court Meeting and Lunch in 2014 instead of
a dinner. At this time the inaugural 104 Prize
Club Draw was made. The prizes were: 1st
prize: Ticket no 21 – winning £157.50; 2nd
prize: Ticket no 68 – winning £94.50; 3rd
prize: Ticket no 17- winning £63. Monies
raised from the 104 Club go to the WCHCD
Charity Trust. Throughout the year, on behalf
of the membership, the Trustees of the
Worshipful Company of Hackney Carriage
Drivers’ Charity Trust have made donations
to various trade charities, the families of
deceased members and when appropriate,
to company members or members of the
London trade who have experienced long
term financial difficulties. Michael Davies is
the Chairman of the Charity Trust. He says:
“During the last year we have received many
such requests and had to pay out more than
we have received. The trustees have
therefore decided to offer members a much
more interesting giving option.

We have now introduced the 104 Club
Draw.” Those who join have the opportunity
to win quarterly cash prizes, which in a year
will equate to 30% of the money given.
Members of the Company, their families and
friends can donate just £5 per month (paid
quarterly) to join, and the more members
who are enrolled, the bigger the prizes
become. You do not have to belong to the
WCHCD to join the 104 Club and further
details can be obtained from The Clerk, Mary
Whitworth, by email wchcd@tiscali.co.uk or
telephone 01494 765922.
ANNUAL UNITED GUILDS SERVICE
On 4th April the WCHCD were pleased to
join with many other Livery Companies for
the annual United Guilds Service at St Paul’s
Cathedral. The first United Guilds Service
was held 71 years ago, in 1943. Then much of
London was a bomb site and this service was
introduced to raise morale. The area around
St Paul’s now shows little evidence of the
devastation that was all around in 1943; back
in February 1943 it was a different scene as
the Master and Prime Wardens of the
Twelve Great companies held a meeting at
the Goldsmiths’ Hall and decided to hold a
service in St Paul’s Cathedral for the Livery
Companies and Guilds of the City of
London. The thought behind this was that
the service would help lift the spirits of the
city following the Blitz during the Second
World War.

ST GEORGE’S DAY CELEBRATIONS
John Beesley and Dave Cannell, Court
Assistants of the Company, organised a St
George’s Day celebration at the Pavilion End
Public House in Watling Street, EC3 on 23rd
April. The whole of the basement was
reserved for guests of the event which
commenced at 5.30pm with a reception
drink. Guests sat down to a choice of
traditional meals - sausage and mash or pie
and mash. Chicken salad was also available.
The regular pub bar was open and a live band
entertained. The band was made entirely
from cab trade personnel and played some
patriotic sing along English songs as well as
blues, rock ‘n roll and ballads.

A raffle was held to boost funds raised for
the trade charities and money was donated
to The London Taxi Benevolent Association
for War Disabled and the Children’s Magical
Taxi Tour. The band was put together by one
of the event’s organisers, John Beelsey. Sean
Ferry delivered a rendition of Shakespeare
Sceptred Isle. The band consisted of John
Beesley on keyboards, Dan Heath on drums
and Sean Ferry on bass. Other members of
the trade who joined them throughout the
evening were David Day: Vocals, Micky
Range: Vocals, Harmonica, Guiro, Kazoo,
Sue Allen: Guitar, Backing Vocals, Dave Allen:
Bass, Vocals, Guiro. Song sheets were given
out for the audience to sing along with the
patriotic songs.

ELECTION COURT LUNCH
AT THE GUILDHALL
On 22nd May, the WCHCD held their
annual Election Court Lunch. The Master,
Graham Woodhouse, together with his
Wardens, members of the Court of
Assistants and the newly qualified Cab Guide
Course students, enjoyed lunch in the Private
Members Dining Room at The Guildhall.
The views from this Dining Room look out
on the wonderful courtyard of the Guildhall
– the skyline gave a fine display of lightening
as a heavy thunderstorm took over the skies!
Prior to the lunch, the Election Court had
been held. In his report to the Court, the
Master read out some of the wonderful
thank you letters he had received from
guests at the recent Royal Charter
Presentation and Celebration.
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These included a letter from the Duke and
Duchess of Cambridge, thanking the WCHCD
warmly for the gift of a painting for their young
son Prince George, which had been presented
to Prince Charles during the ceremony in April.
After the Election court Meeting two new
Freemen were sworn in, Mr Steve Bilham and
Mr Robert Oddy. Both received a warm
welcome to the Company. During the three
course lunch, the Master took wine with his
new Freemen as is the custom.
Graham was also delighted to be presenting
the successful Cab Guide Course candidates
with their Badges and Certificates. All of them
had enjoyed the course and were looking
forward to using their new skills in the near
future. Graham is one of the tutors of the
course and has managed to combine his duties
as Master with still running the course thanks
to the team he has to assist him.
WCHCD ENJOYS WEEKEND
AT IRONBRIDGE
On the weekend of 6th-8th June, the Master
Graham Woodhouse, along with his wife
Caroline, attended the Ironbridge Livery
Weekend. Ironbridge has hosted an annual
gathering of Livery Company Masters for
many years now, and has been very popular
with all that have experienced it. A large
number of the City’s Livery Companies
attend the event. The weekend ‘Kicks off ’
with a Black Tie Dinner at Coalbrookdale, on
the Friday night, after which everyone retires
to the hotel bar, to get better acquainted!

The following morning (Saturday), 4 coaches
were laid on to take the group on tour, taking
in the local sights and several museums. First
stop was the ‘Ironbridge’ itself, built in 1779,
a 33m (100ft) Cast Iron bridge across the
river Seven, the 1st bridge built of iron
anywhere in the world. Built by Abraham
Darby III and now recognised as one of the
great symbols of the Industrial Revolution,
the remarkable Iron Bridge still dominates
the small town that bears its name.
WCHCD FOUNDERS’ DAY
CHARITY LUNCHEON
On 20th June 2014 The Worshipful
Company of Hackney Carriage Drivers held
their Founders’ Day celebration lunch.
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Master Graham Woodhouse and the Wardens
greeted guests in the pretty courtyard of the
Stationers’ Hall, EC4. The Stationers’ Hall dates
back to 1673, standing on the site of
Abergavenny House, an earlier Hall which was
destroyed in the Great Fire of 1666.
A reception was enjoyed outside in the
sunshine, giving Liverymen, Freemen and their
guests a chance to meet and greet each other
before going in to the luncheon. The principal
guest and speaker was Wendy Bower,
Headteacher of The Royal Docks Community
School. This is the school which the WCHCD
has an affiliation. Wendy Bower became the
headteacher during this academic year and
during her speech said how pleased she is to
have an affiliation with the WCHCD and how
much it means to the school.

Founders’ Day is celebrated to commemorate
the original Fellowship of the WCHCD, set up
in 1654 but then disbanded by Oliver
Cromwell three years later. However, by an
act of Parliament in 1694 the first Hackney
Carriages were licensed, so now the taxi trade
celebrates 320 years of continuous licensing.
The WCHCD have combined this celebration
with the opportunity to raise funds for their
Charitable Trust during the past few years.
This fund helps support those drivers who
face financial difficulties due to long term
illness or their families at a time of
bereavement. The WCHCD Charity Trust
thanks the sponsors of the lunch, Proximo,
ComCab and Images in Print for their
generosity and support.
INSTALLATION DINNER 2014
On 4th September, Malcolm Paice was
installed as Master for the ensuing year on
board HQS Wellington. Following the Court
Meeting at which this Installation ceremony
took
place
the
new Master, together
with his Wardens,
welcomed the guests
on board for predinner drinks on
deck. Guests dined in
what was once the
ship’s engine room;
this is now a custom
made livery hall.

Dinner started with Reverend Dr Martin
Dudley saying grace by reciting one of his
remarkable unique poems about the London
Taxi industry. The Master thanked the Master
Mariner for allowing the use of the Hall. The
Master congratulated the three new Liverymen
and took wine with ten new Freemen who
were admitted to the Company earlier that day.
After toasts and a speech from the Master, Mr
Doug Cheshire, Chairman of the London
Vintage Taxi Association, responded and
proposed a toast to the Company. Doug was
known to Malcolm not only through the taxi
industry but also because Doug, or Mr
Cheshire as Malcolm used to know him, used
to be Malcolm’s Woodwork teacher. After the
dinner Freemen and their guests were invited
to join the Master in a Stirrup Cup.
ANNUAL LIVERYMENS’ DINNER
On 20th November, The Worshipful
Company of Hackney Carriage Drivers held
their 11th annual Liverymen’s Dinner at the
Cutlers’ Hall. Prior to the dinner itself, the
WCHCD held their first Common Hall
meeting. The Master was pleased to
welcome John Barker and Christopher
Ratcliffe as Freemen of the Company. There
then followed a brief ceremony for the
recently completed Cab Guide Course
students.

The guest speaker at this dinner was Colonel
J Bridgeman CBE TD DL, Master of The
Worshipful Company of Turners. His
Company is a keen supporter of the annual
Children’s Magical Taxi Tour; their Clerk has
personally joined the trip.
WORTHY CAUSES
Throughout the year, the WCHCD makes
donations to worthy causes and this year has
been no exception. Recently a donation was
made to the family of 47 year old taxi driver
Alan Henning, who was so cruelly murdered
whilst doing humanitarian work in Syria.
Another donation was also made to The
Cabmen’s Shelter Fund. This organisation is
responsible for the remaining “green huts”
which are part of the cab trade’s heritage and
the Fund aims to raise the profile of the 13
remaining shelters. More information is
available at www.cabmensshelterfund.com.

TheHackney Carriage
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OUR AFFILIATION WITH THE ROYAL DOCKS COMMUNITY SCHOOL

TWO GREAT BRITISH CITIES UNITED

Our connection with Royal Docks School started in 2008 when Liveryman
Paul Playle found there was a possibility they would be interested in linking
with our Company. Nearly all Livery companies have such affiliations and
over the years these links grow to the benefit of both organisations.
Successive Masters have attended the annual prize giving where we make
an award to the boy and girl who in the school’s opinion have made
exceptional personal progress, plus other prizes and books for academic
success. We have organised trips out in taxis, installed a greenhouse and
now they are to plant a ‘Royal Charter Orchard’ with money we have
donated following the attendance of the Head Teacher and Head Boy and
Girl at our Royal Charter presentation. During 2014 I became a governor
with a view to helping them with marketing, but I also sit on the Standards
and Achievement Committee and am the link governor for geography,
which is a subject that has not being doing too well.

The WCHCD has strengthened its ties with Scotland in an historic
ceremony held in the great the City of Edinburgh. Two years ago, Bob
McCulloch, lifelong Edinburgh taxi driver and Liveryman of the
Company, successfully transferred the highly popular London Cab
Guide Course to the City of Edinburgh. The course delivers
fascinating historical training to taxi drivers in Edinburgh, so that they
may act in the capacity of a knowledgeable tour guide - a scheme
mirroring the long running London Cab Guide Course.

by Past Master Andrew Overton

focused on raising standards and improving the quality of teaching and
learning and I now have the privilege of seeing this in action.

The Royal Docks School is a purpose built, mixed, community
comprehensive school for students aged 11 to 16, with approximately
800 students on the school roll. Facilities are exceptional; it is a wonderful
place for young people to learn and grow and also for teaching and
support staff to work in. Opened in 1999, the school building has
achieved national architectural recognition for its design. The School is a
rapidly improving fully inclusive mixed school, which is now at an exciting
stage in its development with a 3 year plan to become outstanding. Their
values are to ‘aspire, learn, co-operate and achieve.’ The student
population is multi-ethnic and multi-cultural. It is also a fully inclusive
school with 25 students who have profound, severe and multiple learning
difficulties. They are taught by a specialist team of teachers and support
staff but are fully integrated into the life of the school.

To mark the Centenary anniversary of WW1 and Remembrance Day,
the school had a very special guest visit on 21st November. John
Gallagher, Chelsea Pensioner W06, who served in the Royal Ordnance
Corp was welcomed by Tim Harrison, Chair of Governors, as part of
the school’s 100 year anniversary Remembrance event programme.
Members of the school took part in a whole school homework
collecting the principles and values that their own families stand for and
gathered them together in the form of a giant poppy in the picture
above, which has been on display in the school’s rotunda and wonderful
contributions they were too.

There have been problems and it is rated as ‘requiring improvement’
by Ofsted, but there is a committed, dedicated and hardworking team
of teachers and support staff, headed up by the Head Teacher Wendy
Bower, who was appointed in January 2014. The whole team is

We are now looking to develop the link further with visits to Livery Halls
in the city, speakers from our trade and others and work experience and
shadowing within cab trade businesses and we will continue to do
whatever we can to help the children and the school succeed.

THREE PEAKS CHALLENGE COMPLETED

GETTING INVOLVED

Throughout the year different fund raising
activities take place by Company members
for the Magical Taxi Tour - some of these are
hard physical challenges.

Our Company has a Court of Assistants and
various committees to assist the Master and his
Wardens. Pictured here is the Membership
Committee which meets at the Station Road
premises of Radio Taxis Group.

2014 saw a team sponsored by Proximo take
on the Three Peaks Challenge. Leigh Dargan,
Regional Business Manager at Proximo took
up the challenge, together with Wendy
Sorrell from Putney Bridge, Dan Fosker from
Quotax, Steve Vare and David Williams from
Proximo. Leigh, Wendy and Gary are all
Liverymen of The WCHCD and Dan Fosker
is a Freeman.
Leigh said: “The challenge started at Ben
Nevis, where the weather was in our favour.
Bright blue skies - and nothing like it was
forecast! We got up Ben Nevis in good time,
taking 3 hours. Once we had completed the
Ben Nevis part of the challenge, we drove
straight to Scarfell Pike. We arrived there at
3am - in the pitch black…. Gone was the
blue sky of Ben Nevis. The weather
conditions were awful and 20 minutes into
the challenge even the Fire and Rescue team
had turned back due to the wind and clouds.
However, our mountain leader didn’t give up
and got us to the top.”

“Our last leg of the journey was to
Snowdon, taking longer than expected due
to the traffic on the M6. Our driver, Gary
Pyner, joined us for the last peak. The
weather conditions were similar to Scarfell
and visibility was extremely poor and we
were all completely soaked through on this
leg of the trip too. I think we all agreed the
challenge was a lot harder than we ever
thought it would be and it certainly wasn’t a
walk in the park. But we have raised £5,000
for the trip now and donations are still
coming in. We are all grateful to all those
have supported and sponsored us, including
Proximo, who funded the travel, minibus,
hotels and mountain leaders.

But from time to time, more help is needed.
For example the recent visit to the Royal
Docks School saw a Chelsea Pensioner
meeting the children and the WCHCD was
able to offer some assistance in providing a taxi
for the pensioner. If you could offer to help out
on an ad hoc basis our Clerk would be
delighted to hear from you. We would like to
put together a list of members who are willing
to help out from time to time so we have
people we can call on, sometimes at short
notice. If you would like to get involved in
helping please contact The Clerk either by
email wchcd@tiscali.co.uk or by telephone
01494 765922.

As part of this initiative the intention was to allow Edinburgh taxi
drivers who completed the course to display the Coat of Arms of the
Worshipful Company of Hackney Carriage Drivers. However, to do
this in accordance with historic Scottish law requires permission from
The Court of the Lord Lyon which is the heraldic authority for
Scotland and deals with matters relating to Heraldry and Coats of
Arms and maintains the Register of Arms in Scotland. In order to
lawfully display the Worshipful Company’s Coat of Arms required an
‘Extract of Matriculation’, which was presented to Master Graham
Woodhouse at the Lord Lyons Office on 18th July 2014.
The Lord Lyon, Dr Joseph Morrow, presented the ornately
constructed Extract of Matriculation to Mr Woodhouse in the
company of a number of Wardens, Company members and guests in
the heart of Edinburgh and gave an insightful summary of the Lord
Lyon’s office and the remarkable history it has in managing Coats of
Arms and Heraldry for hundreds of years. The presentation was also
honoured by the presence of Councillor Eric Milligan, one of
Scotland’s longest serving politicians and former Lord Provost.
Mr Woodhouse extended his thanks to the Lord Lyon and the party
then followed the presentation ceremony with lunch at the historic
Balmoral Hotel, directly opposite the Lord Lyons Office. Better
known locally as the ‘Northern British Hotel’, the Balmoral is an
imposing building, with commanding views across Edinburgh’s
spectacular landscape.
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A wonderful lunch, with Edinburgh castle in the background, was
enjoyed by all, and Master Graham Woodhouse gave a speech that
noted the tireless efforts of Bob McCulloch in raising the standard and
profile of the taxi industry, not just in Edinburgh but in London as well.
Mr Woodhouse thanked the Lord Lyon for the earlier presentation
and Councillor Milligan for his support and toasted the guests on
behalf of the Worshipful Company of Hackney Carriage Drivers.
In response, Councillor Milligan gave a rousing and entertaining
speech in which he gave a colourful summary of Edinburgh’s
remarkable history and the important part that the City plays in being
not just the capital of Scotland, but as a Great British City. He also
paid tribute to the Worshipful Company, and Mr McCulloch, and
pointed out the historic nature of the presentation, drawing parallels
to the current debate on independence, remarking that day’s historic
events only served to strengthen the position of Edinburgh as part of
a United Kingdom. Councillor Milligan toasted the Worshipful
Company of Hackney Carriage Drivers on behalf of the guests, paid
tribute to the great service provided by taxi drivers both north and
south of the border and drew the day’s events to a close. All present
agreed the bond between the great cities of Edinburgh and London
had been served well by the occasion and agreed to develop the
relationship further in years to come.

The Lord Lyon Dr J Morrow (left) presents the Extracts of
Matriculation to Master of the WCHCD, Mr Graham Woodhouse

SAFE AND SKILLED DRIVING EVENT AT REGENT’S PARK BARRACKS
Our military affiliation continues to strengthen and once again this year
saw The Worshipful Company of Hackney Carriage Drivers taking part
part in the annual Safe and Skilled Driving Event, hosted by 20
Transport Squadron. Held on 24th July at the Albany Street, home of
20 Transport Squadron, the event took place on one of the hottest
days of the year so far. This event is held as part of 20 Squadron’s Road
Safety Campaign and Liveryman John Sheen is the Liaison Officer
between the Company and the Squadron. He was responsible for
making sure everyone arrived on time, ready to face the challenges of
the day. With the aim of encouraging participants to refresh their safer
driving skills, the teams from the Squadron and the WCHCD took part
in a number of tests of their driving skills and some new ones.
Although the day is fun, it is also quite challenging, bringing out a
competitive edge amongst those taking part. This year the teams took
part in several different events; these included a wheel change task, a
Land Rover reversing exercise, with a trailer, a navigation exercise in a
taxi, a bicycle assault course, PS Rally, a hyster manoeuvre course and
a remote control competition. Each task earned points for the team.
After all the events had taken place, everyone enjoyed a bbq in the
sunshine while the results were calculated. The best team of the day
was a WCHCD team, with Carlos Olivera, Pat Fallonw and Richard
Chamberlain – this team also won the hyster manoeuvre challenge and
the Land Rover reversing exercise. The team winning the navigation
challenge in the taxi was Jim Rainbird, Mike Saunders and Alan
Goldsmith, with the bike riding course event won by Sylvi Olivera,
Roberto Olivera, Jackie Quaile and Leigh Dargan.

Overall on the day the best driver was Jackie Quaile, so
congratulations go to her. Grateful thanks go to the hosts of the day
at 20 Transport Squadron on behalf of the WCHCD. Luckily the taxi
drivers won the event which involved driving a taxi …….
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GUIDE COURSE 2015
Our Cab Guide course goes from strength to strength, reaching the
point earlier this year where we were oversubscribed - we had to turn
applications away and refer them to the next course. This shows the
popularity of the course run by the Education Department of the
Company and recommended to fellow cab drivers by students from
previous courses. Graham Woodhouse, one of the course tutors,
says: “The next course begins in February 2015 and we are looking
forward to meeting a new set of students. If you are interested in
signing up for this popular course, please contact Mary Whitworth
(our Clerk) on 01494 765922, or drop her an e-mail at
wchcd@tiscali.co.uk for further details.

TheHackney Carriage
Rob provides 2 of the several walking tours for the students on each
course, one in Whitehall with the theme of ‘Whitehall Palace and a
street that shaped a Nation’ – the other is in Mayfair (a former ‘den
of iniquity’ with ‘days of grandeur’).

The team of tutors that has been put together over the last few years
is made up completely of Licensed Hackney Carriage Drivers, all of
whom are either City of London Guides, City of Westminster Guides,
Clerkenwell Guides and/or Blue Badge Guides. Their enthusiasm and
commitment to the course is something that all students comment on
and say it makes the course what it is. The course culminates in
students sitting a written exam, followed by a practical guiding exam,
where students actually conduct a ‘Guided Walk’ through the City.
Each student is given 2 Points at the start of the course and they have
to research these and give a 3-5 minute presentation on the exam
walk.
The Cab Guide course has been running now for many years, and the
venues and format have changed as the course has progressed. So
much so, we’re now getting past successful students re-doing the new
style course to brush up their guiding skills. A lot of cab drivers now
benefit from extra income generated by not just Tours, but extra ‘tips’
from the knowledge gained on the course.
The Cab Guide Course in spring 2014 gave the students the chance of
a visit to Hampton Court Palace. Rob Woodford, one of the
Lecturers on the Course, in conjunction with fellow City of
Westminster Guide and Hampton Court Palace Site Guide Sandy
Rhodes, organised an afternoon for the students to appreciate the
history of the Palace – including a tour around Henry VIII’s Tudor
apartments as well as William III’s Baroque apartments plus the
gardens on a fortunately bright day in May.

TAXI TRADE LEGEND
The WCHCD Lifetime Achievement
Award for 2014 was given to Ronnie
Mitchell, who first entered the cab
trade in 1948. He drove a cab until
1962 when he decided to further his
involvement in the trade, going into
business as M & M Taxis renting and
repairing cabs.
In 1969 he sold his interest in the
Company but because of the
excellent reputation he had gained for fairness and good old
fashioned customer care, there was a constant call from the cab
trade for him to return to business. This he duly did and Stables
Taxis was born. This was very much a family business with his
beloved wife Edna and subsequently his two sons becoming an
integral part.

Based at The Museum of London, the Cabguide course is a recognised
Guiding qualification. Each course lasts 8 weeks, with classes on
Monday afternoon from 4-6pm. There are also ‘walks’ every Sunday
morning, from 10am, lasting 2-3 hours. These walks give really good
insights into the City of London, City of Westminster (Whitehall and
its environs), Southwark (the ‘Borough’), Mayfair and Clerkenwell.
These walks give students a greater in-depth knowledge of specific
areas that may prove helpful on a tour.
Classroom work contains lectures, with
Powerpoint presentations. Visits to the
fantastic museum galleries, where
students research designated subjects
and then give presentations to the class.
A weekly quiz and 3 essays are also
involved, although these all form part of
the final exam. The whole experience is
meant to teach students how to
research, put together and conduct an
entertaining tour in their cabs. Visits are
also arranged for the students, to places
that they may not normally have had the
chance of seeing before, and will enhance
their tours in the future. Visits this year
included St John’s Gate, and a visit which
entailed climbing the 320+ steps of Big
Ben, now known as the Elizabeth Tower.
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Dave Cannel, another of the tutors, comments that the Course
receives comments and letters of praise from the students. One of
the latest students who has written to the tutors says: “As one of the
17 students that had the privilege of going through the Autumn 2014
Cab Guide course may I say a huge thanks to all involved. The
standard of the lectures, walking tours & personal help giving to us
really has to be experienced to be believed! From climbing the 334
steps up to the belfry of Elizabeth tower to FEEL Big Ben strike the
hour, in the company of Rob Woodford, to the creeping round the
backstreets of Borough, while learning about Dicken’s real inspiration
for his novels, from blue badge guide Kevin Molloy, not to mention the
brilliant “Clerkenwell tales” told to us, in situ, by cabbie guide, Andy
Wilcox, and of course the amazing “Great Fire” walk as well as the
“bonus” Jack the Ripper tour given by Alan Goldsmith, we were
submerged into the history of the streets we work each day.
Then there were the superb classroom lectures of the ferocious
intellectual tag team of Dave Cannell & Graham Woodhouse, held in
the Clore Learning Centre in the Museum of London. In the 12 weeks
we covered & uncovered so much about the city we so love. By
means of the walks, lectures, hands-on group research within the
museums galleries, the stimulating projects that awoke the
knowledge- diggers within us all, we were transformed into informed,
enthusiastic tour guide cabbies - ready & willing, to show the residents
& visitors why London is the greatest city served by the greatest taxi
trade in the world! And all of this followed up by dinner with fine
wines at the Cutlers hall, once again, a Big thanks to all!!”

His interests were not just confined to business and he was involved
in the Committee of the Albany Charity at its inception, as well as
the War Veterans Charity. Ronnie had joined the Fellowship of
Hackney Carriage Drivers in 1991 where he became an active
participant in all of its activities, eventually reaching Court and
Committee level as well as taking an active role in the annual Magical
Taxi Tour as a driver.
He has always been a keen campaigner for the relief of hardship for
both those in and out of the trade, making it truly apt that he was
given this year’s Lifetime Achievement Award. There was a great
round of applause as Ronnie accepted his Award at the annual
Liverymen’s Dinner.

15

BONJOUR ASSEVILLERS!
Each year when the Magical
Taxi Tour drives down
through France a refuelling
stop is made at Assevillers
Service Station.
Elior is a major global
Company operating 257
outlets and shops in 70
Service Stations throughout
France; each year the Assevillers staff liaise with the trip organisers
and Esso to get ready for the arrival of the convoy.
Whilst the cabs and support vehicles are refuelled, the children are
given an amazing welcome by staff at the service station; they are
entertained by all the staff at the services, many of them in costume,
and they provide free gifts, face painting, stilt walkers and entertainers
as well as food and drink for the children and their families. The
children are always reluctant to leave after the one-hour stop off - as
are the cab drivers once they discover the home made cake stand
which the team at Assevillers also provide!
Because of the time constraints of the trip the Magical Taxi Tour
Committee Members do not usually have time to show their
appreciation as much as they would like on the day - so this year the
annual Charity Award was presented to the Management and Staff of
Assevillers Service Station for their unsolicited kindness and
generosity shown each year to the children and drivers involved in the
Magical Taxi Tour. Kevin Deneux and Mickael Bruder made the
journey over to the UK on the occasion of the Liverymen’s Dinner
and were delighted to receive their Award.

MILITARY AWARD FOR 2014
The WCHCD is proud of its affiliations with both the Royal Docks
School and its Military Affiliation with 20 Transport Squadron. Each
year presentations are made to both, with the one to the school being
later in the year at their annual Prize Giving.
The Military Award is presented in the Spring and at the lunch
following the Royal Charter Presentation, this year’s recipient was
given his Award. The Company presents its Military Award Shield to
a serviceman or woman, who in the opinion of the Officer
Commanding, 20 Transport Squadron, has shown the most progress
and made the most meaningful contribution the work of the
Squadron.
This is what Major Phil Ritchie said about the recipient of this year’s
award. “Lance Corporal Rogerson is second in command of a section
of soldiers in 20 Transport Squadron, The Royal Logistic Corps and
has shown himself to be an exemplary soldier. He is a highly
motivated and charismatic soldier who leads from the front, always
setting an excellent example to others. He is equally at home in the
field and in barracks, excelling in every task he is given. LCpl Rogerson
is an extremely fit soldier, having represented the Squadron in the
RLC cross country championships. Furthermore, he has been
recommended to attend the Physical Training Instructor Course after
which he will have a positive impact on the training and development
of the soldiers in the future. He has completed many tasks in support
of the Royal Household, transporting the Royal Family’s personal
belongings between Royal residences including: Buckingham Palace,
Windsor Castle, Sandringham and Balmoral Castle. He has
successfully passed the Advanced Staff Car Driver Course and has
been selected to drive the Chief of the General Staff, the General
Officer Commanding London District and other high ranking military
officers.”

“LCpl Rogerson has taken an active role in charity events raising
money for Help for Heroes and assisting residents of the Colchester
Care Home for the Elderly, he has done this voluntarily and
demonstrates his benevolent character. He is well respected by his
peers and his Officer Commanding and has recently been selected to
wear the rank of acting Lance Corporal, ahead of his time. He is a
young soldier with a bright future ahead of him. LCpl Rogerson is the
very best of his peer group and a credit to himself, 20 Transport
Squadron and the Royal Logistic Corps.”
Master of WCHCD Graham Woodhouse was delighted to give this
Award. He said: “LCpl Rogerson has been singled out by his
Commanding Officer to receive the Worshipful Company of
Hackney Carriage Drivers Military Award. I call upon Lance Corporal
Bradley Rogerson to come forward and receive his very well
deserved award with our hearty congratulations and admiration,”
before making the presentation.

Recipe for The Children’s Magical Taxi Tour 21st Birthday Cake
INGREDIENTS
REQUIRED
92 Families & 92 Drivers
4 Doctors and 11 Paramedics
4 AA men with low loader
& support van
Numerous support helpers
with or without funny hats
Goody Bags
Hire of 5 support vehicles
2 Muppets in a Chuck Wagon
Vehicle Insurance
Pocket Money for everyone
1206 Breakfasts
804 Packed lunches
402 Euro Disney Park Lunches
804 Dinners
East Winter Garden Venue Hire
2 Photographers
VIP’s and lots of generous sponsors
One Royal British Legion Brass
Band
10 Assorted police outriders,
English & French
750 miles of roads and motorways
2 Ferry crossings
Hundreds of unpaid
working hours donated
Many thousands of pounds
of goods in kind
Lots of laughs, cuddles, and kisses

Then organize a breakfast
and invite them one and all
Add one brass band and one Lord Mayor
and squeeze them in the hall.

METHOD

Some speeches are required here
with words right from the heart
Then pour the children into the cabs
so they can all depart

Mix together over
48 hours for the perfect
21st Birthday Trip Cake

Along the roads the policemen race,
speeding past our cabbies doors
To keep the convoy moving on
without a moment’s pause.

To make this very special cake
that will last the whole year long
You need to gather from this list
or else it may go wrong.

With paramedics and AA vans
the convoy makes its way
And finally the ends in sight
“thank goodness” we all say.

Lots and lots of sponsors
from many walks of life
To donate with love and empathy
for those who live with strife.

The rest is really easy now
for a day that’s full of fun
A morning bus off to the park
just add a little sun.

With this money you must buy
two hundred rooms at Disney
With entry tickets to the park
for the rides that make you dizzy.

Then back again to party
with Mickey and his friends
A disco, then the conga
to mark the evening’s end.

Contact all the hospitals
to find out who can come
Mums or Dads and siblings
can join the most “important” one.

A ferry home to England
with final words of thanks
For those who drove the children
and for those who filled the tanks.

Call in all the drivers
to check their cabs with care
Don’t worry what they look like
just as long as they are there.

When life is hard or you feel sad
Taste the memories in this cake
And remember that without your help
It’s impossible to make!

The printing of this issue of the magazine was kindly sponsored by

www.magicaltaxitour.com
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