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WELCOME TO THE HACKNEY CARRIAGE
On behalf of the Worshipful Company of Hackney Carriage Drivers,
welcome to the latest issue of The Hackney Carriage, our annual
publication.
This magazine serves as a form of ‘interim report’ for me as The
Master of our Company, coming as it does around nine months into
my tenure, and what a busy few months it has been!
You will read elsewhere in this magazine from our current Deputy
Master, Colin Evans, who gives a superb summary of his year as
Master. Colin should be proud of the job he did in his year and the
superb role he played in upholding our reputation as a Company and
as a trade. I, along with the rest of the Company, extend our
gratitude to him serving us so tirelessly and I only hope the same can
be said of me at the end of my busy year.
Most London taxi drivers (and indeed most Londoners) know that
this great and iconic trade of ours is respected the world over, but
perhaps sometimes we take for granted the incredible high esteem
in which we are held right here in our own great City. Colin certainly
did his bit as Master reminding the great and the good in the square
mile of the superb work the London taxi trade does - both in the
day-to-day moving of people for business and leisure - and also our
charitable endeavours.

The WCHCD is perhaps best known for its annual Children’s
Magical Taxi Tour to Disneyland Paris, an event that has garnered
respect, coverage and sponsorship from across the globe. Perhaps
lesser well known are the other annual awards our Company
bestows, including the Hitch Award for Bravery, the Friend of the
Trade Award, Charitable Awards and Lifetime Achievement Awards.
We also have an ongoing commitment to our education affiliation
with the Royal Docks Community School and our military affiliation
with 20 Transport Squadron Royal Logistics Corps.
Our Company is still growing, and the significant majority of our
membership is still made up of working taxi drivers and we also
represent a very healthy mix from across associated organisations and
businesses.All of our members are required
to have a tangible link to our trade and
that’s something we, like many other
modern Livery companies are very proud of.
I hope that you enjoy this issue and it
prompts you to find out more about the
WCHCD and the fellowship we
encourage.
Alan Roughan
The Master 2016/2017

NEW LIVERYMAN AND FREEMEN 2016
The WCHCD extends its congratulations to those Freeman who have been clothed in the Livery
over the past year.
Mr. John McDonald, Mr. Steven Wright, Mr. Kevin Nutley, Mr. Stephen Nutley, Mr. Giuseppe Mauro, Mr. Luigi Mauro,
Mr. Daniel Severin, Mr. Alan Bullock, Mr. Stephen Hickman, Mr. Craig Holloway, Mr. Christian McGuinness.
We also are proud to welcome the following new Freemen who have joined our Company.
Mr. Stephen Hickman, Mr. Craig Holden, Mr. Christopher Jarratt, Mr. Mark Moreton, Mr. John Parsons, Mr. Alan Bullock,
Mr. James Philip Kirby, Mr. Daniel Severin, Mr. Lee Austin, Mr. William Berry, Mr. Martin Crouch, Mr. Peter Waterfield,
Mr. Peter Allen, Mr. Graham Perry, Miss Charlotte Dudley, Mr Christopher Gubbey, Mrs Tina Palmer
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OUR MASTER AND WARDENS
On a surprisingly warm and sunny afternoon in September 2016
the Worshipful Company of Hackney Carriage Drivers gathered
at the Haberdashers’ Hall in West Smithfield for their Installation
Court & Dinner.
The installation is where the new
Master is inducted, along with
the Wardens who will serve
alongside the Master in the
ensuing year.

“The Worshipful Company of Hackney Carriage Drivers continues to grow
and enjoys a membership base formed of working taxi drivers and leading
taxi trade figures. We are proud of our historic trade and I am delighted
that in recent years we have gained a respected position as non-partisan
flag bearers of our industry. Colin and our other Past Masters have served
us proudly and I am humbled and honoured to have the same
opportunity.”
Following Alan’s installation a splendid dinner was held at the
Haberdasher’s, attended by around 140 people.

The outgoing Master, Mr Colin
Evans, gave way to Mr Alan
Roughan, a licensed taxi driver
in London for over 35 years, a
former Director of Radio Taxis
London and a well known and
much liked man of the trade.
Alan’s year as Master will run up
to September 2017.

Principal guest at the dinner was Alderman and long standing friend
of the WCHCD, Alison Gowman, whose professional and City
credentials are as impressive as they are lengthy. Alison is a member
of the City of London Land Law Committee and is a Past Master of
the Worshipful Company of Glovers and a partner in law firm DLA
Piper. She also Chairs the City Bridge Trust Committee, and several
Police and civic committees. Alison is a long standing supporter of
the WCHCD and its annual Children’s Magical Taxi Tour to
Disneyland Paris.

Stepping up into the roles of Wardens are Mr David Cannell, who
becomes Upper Warden, Mr Rick Alford, who becomes Renter
Warden and Mr Michael Cullen who joins as Lower Warden.

Guest speaker for the
evening was Mr Robert Elms,
renowned broadcaster and
writer who is perhaps best
known for his long running
radio show on BBC London.
Alan Roughan has known
Robert for many years and
the two have often discussed
the unique position of the
taxi trade in the capital.

Two new members of the Court were also installed, Ms Leigh
Dargan and Mr Dan Heath, both of whom have already made
significant contributions to the Company’s charitable and affiliate
works.

In a truly inspired and totally
unscripted tribute to the
London taxi industry, Robert
Elms captivated the entire
hall at Haberdasher’s with a
moving, witty and touching
speech that read like a love
letter to the London cab
trade.
Robert Elms

Following his installation, Master Alan Roughan thanked the outgoing
Master, Colin Evans, who now takes up the role as Deputy master,
before becoming a Past Master. The role of Master starts
immediately and Alan conducted the remainder of the Installation
Court, including the admittance of new Freemen and clothing
existing Freemen in the Livery.
Speaking of his predecessor, Alan said: “I speak on behalf of the whole
Company when I thank Colin Evans most sincerely for the magnificent job
he did in his busy year as Master. Colin threw himself into the role with
enthusiasm and energy and I know from speaking to others within the City
he has left a positive impression of both our Company and our historic
trade.

Robert, a Londoner through and through, spoke of his undying
passion for London, its people and its traditions. He spoke warmly of
the hundreds of calls from cab drivers he has had on his radio show,
in particular during the famous ‘Notes & Queries’ section. Robert
noted: “You can always tell a cab driver…but you can’t tell a cab driver
anything!”
Robert added that no matter how much the capital changed,
London’s taxi drivers remained knowledgeable, unique and delivering
the best taxi service in the world, even in challenging times. In his
view the London licensed taxi trade deserved to be Grade I listed
and protected as a true asset of the capital. Robert’s compelling and
passionate address gave way to a standing ovation- a rare sight in
Livery halls.
Of the year ahead Alan Roughan said: “It is a privilege to serve the
Company as Master and I will do my very best to represent the WCHCD
and the taxi trade to the best of my ability.”
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MY YEAR AS MASTER by Colin Evans
A Master’s year is certainly a very busy one, and with the WCHCD
having its Installation in September, right in the middle of a packed
City calendar, there is little time to ponder on it all and the duties
start as soon as you take the title of Master.
I was delighted to have my Installation at the wonderful Drapers Hall
on 9th September 2015 (seems like a long time ago now!) and that
was an occasion I will never forget. What perhaps some don’t realise
is that the Installation Court meeting pauses early on in proceedings
and you are then installed as Master and then have to carry on the
Court meeting that the outgoing Master started! So it’s straight into
it, and I was very lucky to have new Freemen to admit as one of my
first duties, as well as clothing some longer standing Freemen with
the Livery.
From that point on the calendar is packed with official engagements
and as Master you are forever indebted to your Clerk, in our case
the remarkable force of nature that is Mary Whitworth, our long
standing (some say long suffering!) Clerk, who has served the
Company for many years.Without Mary’s unsurpassed organisational
and problem solving skills the Master’s year could be chaotic. As it
was I was kept busy but never stressed. I cannot say the same for
Mary of course!
One of the biggest events of the Master’s tenure is the Children’s
Magical Taxi Tour, which took place the week after my installation and
it is a milestone as one of the biggest logistical entries in the
calendar. Coming so early on in the Master’s year it is a good early
test of one’s mettle.
I have driven a taxi on the Magical Taxi Tour for many years, and have
been honoured and humbled to take many families of sick and
terminally ill children on this wonderful trip. It is great for the
families, offering much needed respite from what is often a daily
regime of gruelling medical care and unhappy times. To see the
children and their loved ones being able to forget that trauma and
enjoy the incredible spectacle of over 100 taxis weaving their way
from Canary Wharf to France is truly a gift.
As Master, this time was very different, I was driven in the lead taxi
rather than being the driver. That was a strange feeling, but one I will
cherish. I felt proud to be able to lead this great occasion and, as ever,
the send off from East Winter Garden was a sight to behold.
During my year I was very keen to continue to foster our affiliations.
The WCHCD has a great long standing military affiliation with 20
Transport Squadron Royal Logistics Corps and our education
affiliate is the Royal Docks Community School in Newham. In March
of my year I was very proud to present our Military Award to Private
Richard Wise of 20 Transport Squadron at our dinner in Saddler’s
Hall. That remarkable young man has packed more into the first few
years of his career than most of us can hope to do in a lifetime.
One of our Past Masters, Mr Andrew Overton, is now a Governor
at the Royal Docks Community School and he invited me to the
school’s annual graduation ceremony, where the WCHCD present
some awards to outstanding talent. I must say that seeing some of
the bright and ambitious students and their remarkable
achievements really drives home what an important affiliation we
have with the school.
On the subject of awards, during my year as Master I was delighted

to present our Hitch Award for
Bravery to our first female
recipient of the award, London
cab driver Natalie O’Reilly.
Natalie was out working one
evening when she happened
across a violent assault and she
ended up confronting a knife
wielding assailant and preventing
what could have been a fatal
incident, but thankfully only
ended up with one man injured
in hospital. Moments like that
remind us all of the high calibre
of taxi driver we have in our
great city.
I took the decision, during the Spring of my tenure as Master, to lay
out a mission statement for the WCHCD. Having been in the
Company for many years, and continuing to be a working cab driver,
I was often asked by people in the taxi trade what the WCHCD was
‘all about’- and what it was the WCHCD stood for. So, I published a
‘Position Statement’ making it very clear what the WCHCD saw as
it’s ‘mission’. It was well received and it seemed to really help those
in the taxi trade who had heard of the Company but were not sure
of our motives. You can read that Position Statement elsewhere in
this issue of The Hackney Carriage and I am delighted that our
current Master Alan Roughan has agreed to put his name to that
statement and continue its legacy.
There’s some fun to be had in March with the annual City Livery
Pancake Race at Guildhall. Running in the robes of Master, with a
Frying Pan and, yes, a real pancake, is far from easy, but a lot of fun
and a great day. March also sees the United Guild Service at St. Paul’s
Cathedral, which is quite a sight to behold.
In April myself and my wife Janice, who I am delighted to say
accompanied me on many City events, went to the Farewell
Agincourt Dinner at Cutlers Hall. The Guest speaker was Princess
Michael of Kent and that event marked the end of a year of
celebrations marking the 600th Anniversary of the Battle of
Agincourt.
In May I joined a number of other Livery Masters on London Bridge
collecting for the British Red Cross. This is an annual event that
demonstrates a year as Master is not all about dinners and speeches,
it’s also about rolling up your sleeves and getting out there (armed
with a bucket) to collect for a worthy charity.
Also in May was our Election Court, held at the wonderful Wax
Chandlers Hall, where we confirm those stepping up for the next
year, including the role of Master, which of course is now occupied
by Alan Roughan, who is a great choice for Master and will serve us
proud. Also at the Election Court I had the privilege of welcoming
more Freemen and Liverymen into our ranks. It’s great to see the
Company continuing to grow.
During June I was fortunate enough to go to the annual Ironbridge
retreat in Shropshire where it’s an opportunity for all the Masters of
the year to get together in a less formal setting.You make some great
friends during a year as Master and the Ironbridge weekend is a great
setting to form long lasting bonds with your contemporaries.
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June also saw our Founders Day event, this year
held onboard our adopted ‘home’ hall, on HQS
Wellington. Being on a ship for functions is always
popular and we were blessed with fine weather and
were very grateful to have Rev Canon Ann Easter
as our guest. I must take the opportunity to thank
our sponsors, Proximo, for helping make that event
happen.
July sees the Election of Sheriffs at Guildhall and I
was joined by Wardens Alan Roughan and Michael
Cullen. I was back at the Guildhall a few days later
for the annual Cart Marking event. This time I was
accompanied by Mary, our tireless Clerk and we
were once again blessed with fine weather in the
Guildhall courtyard.
Also in July was our annual Driving Skills Day at
Regents Park Barracks in conjunction with 20
Transport Squadron Royal Logistics Corps. I was
lucky to be on the winning team this year (no
special favours, we had to earn it!) along with Pte
Banjoko of 20 Transport Squadron and Leigh
Dargan and Sylvi Oliveira of the WCHCD.
There are countless other events that I was
honoured to attend, and contrary to popular belief
it is not all lunches and dinners. I also took in
lectures,
charitable
events
and
other
commemorative ceremonies, all of which remind
what a busy and active community still thrives in
the square mile and the Livery companies.
One of my closing actions as Master was in helping
to establish the TRIP initiative. I was approached
earlier in the year by Liveryman Kevin Nutley, who
spoke to me about his desire to see a meaningful
initiative that would benefit the London public and
tap into the unique position of having over 20,000
diligent taxi drivers across our capital. With the full
co-operation of City of London Police,
Metropolitan Police, TfL and Cross Sector Safety
and Security Communications network we
launched the TRIP initiative which use live and
verified emergency information to communicate
with taxi drivers in the event of a major incident.
The Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police Sir
Bernard Hogan Howe was an early support of the
TRIP initiative and I think it’s great for the taxi
trade to have such an overwhelmingly positive
project that aims
There is a full article on the TRIP initiative in this
issue of The Hackney Carriage and I think the
incredible and positive response we have received
across the cab trade illustrates just what can be
achieved when we tap into all that is good about
the greatest taxi service on earth.
I am immensely grateful to the WCHCD for
affording me the opportunity to represent them as
Master and it has been a remarkable journey that
makes me prouder than ever to be part of the
London taxi industry.

JOIN THE 104 CLUB
Monies raised from the 104 Club go to the WCHCD Charity Trust.
Those who join have the opportunity to win quarterly cash prizes,
which in a year will equate to 30% of the money given.
Members of the Company, their families and friends can donate just £5
per month (paid quarterly) to join, and the more members who are
enrolled, the bigger the prizes become. You do not have to belong to
the WCHCD to join the 104 Club so why not get your family and
friends to join and support our worthy causes.
14:57 Page 1

The Worshipful Company of Hackney Carriage Drivers Charity Trust
Reg. No 1026395

104 Draw Club
Name
Draw Number(s)
Thank you for your generous support towards the work of the Charity Trust.
The 104 Club Draw will take place quarterly in March, June, September and December.
Details of the winners will be published on the Company Website
www.hackneycarriagedriverscompany.com
Should you wish to increase the number of prize draw numbers at any time
please contact the clerk on 01494 765922.

Further details can be obtained from The Clerk, Mary Whitworth.
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CHILDREN’S MAGICA
16th September 2016 saw the 23rd annual Children’s Magica
from East Wintergarden at Canary Wharf was spectacular and
rainy!) start at Canary Wharf could not dampen the spirits o
Children’s Magical Taxi Tour is the Worshipful Company of
supported by a great many organisations, firms and individuals
Now in its 23rd year, the trip sees a convoy or around 100 ta
to Disneyland Paris for a weekend of fun and excitement. Fam
children and the taxi drivers who give up their time to make
formidable convoy, which leaves Canary Wharf with police
Gendarmerie Nationale. The London Ambulance Service and t
starts in Canary Wharf, travels to Dover and then, after a Ferr
For many of the children and their families, the trip represen
turmoil of hospitals, therapy and treatments and enjoy some q
and the Magical Taxi Tour community.Without the infrastructur
not be something many of the families could undertake on the
The fundraising effort to support the Children’s Magical Taxi T
organisations showing great generosity. The Magical Taxi Tour i
Geely, the multinational motor group which owns Volvo and
consistent and generous supporters of the trip and has even
supports the Gala Dinner held on the Saturday evening of the
all of the fuel used on the trip (and there’s a lot needed!) as w
A host of companies and organisations sponsor individual tax
here, but they range from City Livery Companies to banks, in
and many others.
This time around a team from the London Ambulance Service
every Ambulance station in London within 24 hours using diff
The team set out with a target to raise £4,000 for the Child
£11,700.
They weren’t the only ones out and about raising money. In
grabbed their collection buckets and headed over to Wimbled
Wimbledon, they were armed with their brollies!
Liveryman Paul Collins also undertook a gruelling triathlon
exhausted Paul crossed the finishing line with his daughter Elli
Elsewhere in this issue of The Hackney Carriage you can also
and their Clock2Rock mission to raise money for the Magical
For all involved the Children’s Magical Taxi Tour is the culmin
and sponsor who make it happen. Many of the children’s storie
face, but with generous support and a truly uplifting weekend fu
and create happy memories that are truly priceless.
The Children’s Magical Taxi Tour by numbers: To date 2,200 t
24,000 packed lunches have been handed out. The taxi drivers
the very first trip in 1994 just 50 taxis took 100 children. Nea

More about the Magical Taxi Tour, including a photo galle

www.magicalta
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CAL TAXI TOUR 2016
agical Taxi Tour to Disneyland Paris, and as ever the send off
r and a great start to an amazing weekend. Even a rainy (very
rits of all those who gathered to see the grand send off! The
ny of Hackney Carriage Drivers’ main charitable endeavour,
duals from the taxi trade and the City of London - and beyond.
00 taxis taking children with serious, often terminal illness off
t. Families, carers and medical teams also travel alongside the
make the trip happen. All told over 400 people make up the
police escorts from City of London Police and the French
and the AA provide vital support throughout the long trip that
a Ferry ride through Calais and onto Paris.
presents a rare opportunity to get away from the often daily
ome quality family time with the full support of medical teams
ucture of the Magical Taxi Tour, this three day trip would simply
on their own.
Taxi Tour is continuous and sees individuals, corporations and
Tour is fortunate to have a number of committed sponsors.
o and The London Taxi Company, remains one of the most
even gone so far as to set up The Geely Foundation, which
of the trip. The London Taxi Company itself covers the cost of
) as well as providing spending money for the children.
ual taxis to take the children, too many sponsors to mention
ks, insurance firms, restaurants, Masonic lodges, printing firms

rvice staged a ‘Last Station Challenge’ where they had to visit
g different modes of transport including bikes, trains & buses.
Children’s Magical Taxi Tour and ended up raising a whopping

ey. In July, a team of dashing young men (well, most of them!)
mbledon where they collected for the Magical Taxi Tour. It being

hlon during July, all in support of the Disney charity, and an
r Ellie in a proud moment for all involved.
also read about Plan Insurance (another sponsor of the trip)
gical Taxi Tour- a gallant effort that ended with a twist!
ulmination of year-round effort by the hundreds of volunteers
stories can be utterly heartbreaking - it is not an easy thing to
end full of fun and happiness, everyone can forget the bad times

200 taxis have taken over 4,400 children to Disneyland Paris.
vers have clocked up over 15,000 miles of unpaid mileage. On
Nearly 55,000 gallons of diesel have been used.

gallery, can be found at www.magicaltaxitour.com

altaxitour.com
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INTRODUCING THE TRIP INITIATIVE

THE WESTMINSTER INCIDENT

Earlier in 2016 a Liveryman of
the WCHCD (and licensed taxi
driver) Kevin Nutley spoke to
the then Master Colin Evans,
recollecting the terrorist attacks
in the summer of 2005 which
threatened to bring London to a
halt. They recalled how so many
taxi
drivers, unprompted,
showed generosity, common
sense and goodwill in helping
shuttle people away from
hotspots and try to keep
London moving. Kevin and Colin
considered how much more could have been done had vital incident
information been readily available to London’s 20,000 licensed taxis.

Sadly, just a month after launching TRIP it had to be put to use in
earnest following the terrorist car and knife attack at Westminster.
With such unpredictable and fast moving incidents getting accurate
information out in a meaningful way can be tricky. Road closures are
one thing but of course incidents like those at Westminster also
generate conflicting information.

That concept was picked up with City of London Police, The
Metropolitan Police and Transport for London, all of whom wholeheartedly embraced the concept and helped the WCHCD make it a
reality.

WHAT IS THE CSSC?

Now, in partnership with the
CSSC (Cross-sector Safety
and Security Communications)
The WCHCD has launched
TRIP - the Taxi Response to
Incidents Project. The TRIP
initiative has been set up with the sole purpose of communicating
only the most serious incidents to London taxi drivers, using verified
and assured information.

Operating under charitable status, CSSC aims to help businesses
remain safe and secure by providing information that will assist them
to develop robust resilience and emergency preparedness plans.

The WCHCD is the recognised Industry Sector Lead (ISL) for the
taxi industry and has set up a unique Twitter feed @TaxiResponse
that enables licensed London taxi drivers to receive free, verified and
assured updates on major incidents in the Capital.
In February, Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police, Sir Bernard
Hogan Howe, joined Master Alan Roughan and Deputy Master Colin
Evans to officially launch the TRIP initiative at New Scotland Yard.

Early signs for the response to TRIP have been encouraging, some of
the message TRIP posted during the Westminster incident were
viewed in excess of 3,000 times, and during the 22nd March when
the incident took place over 100 additional cabbies started to use
the TRIP feed.
Of course, it’s only information, we cannot change the course of
events, but hopefully taxi drivers in the capital felt better informed.

The Cross-sector Safety & Security Communications (CSSC) hub is
a partnership between law enforcement agencies, local and national
government organisations and private sector businesses.

This is achieved by delivering accurate, timely and authoritative
messaging and information on an ongoing basis and in times of major
incidents with far-reaching impact. CSSC operates across a wide
range of sectors, with each headed up by one or more Industry
Sector Leads (ISLs).The WCHCD is the Industry Sector Lead for the
licensed taxi industry in London.
CSSC has received widespread recognition, and in 2013 was
delighted to receive the Best Contribution to Continuity &
Resilience award at the CIR Business Continuity Awards 2013.
Find out more about CSSC at http://www.vocal.co.uk/cssc/
You can follow the TRIP initiative Twitter feed by following
@TaxiResponse

How does it work?
Licensed taxi drivers simply follow the Twitter account
@TaxiResponse on their smartphone or other device and they
will then receive updates from the TRIP feed, which only broadcasts
information on the most serious incidents it receives via the CSSC
(Cross-sector Safety and Security Communications).
The WCHCD manages the TRIP Twitter feed and only broadcasts
relevant information direct from CSSC. Of course, everyone hopes
that the service rarely has to broadcast messages, and the scarcity of
messages helps assure taxi drivers that only the most serious
updates are issued. TRIP is not for day-to-day traffic or minor
incident updates, only those deemed serious enough by CSSC are
eligible for broadcast.
Armed with relevant and verified information licensed taxi drivers
can then avoid trouble-spots, head towards areas in need and simply
stay informed as they move around the Capital.
Already over 870 cabbies have joined up to the TRIP initiative to
make sure they can keep ahead of any serious incidents in the capital.

L-R: Deputy Master Colin Evans, Sir Bernard Hogan Howe
and Master Alan Roughan
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BLINDFOLDED DRIVERS,
SOLDIERS ON BIKES
AND TAXIS GOING BACKWARDS
By Dan Heath, Military Liaison
Each summer 20 Transport Squadron Royal Logistics Corps
welcome the Worshipful Company of Hackney Carriage Drivers
back to their Regent’s Park Barracks for the annual “Safe and Skilled
Driving Day”.Obviously a little irked at the fact that London’s
cabbies had let them win these challenges for the last few years, 20
Sqn had suggested a change for this year’s contest with mixed teams.
So it was that some of the taxi trade’s finest mixed it with the crème
de la crème of the Royal Logistic Corps, forming six teams to tackle
the half dozen stands and obstacles designed to test various skills at
the wheel.

9

The penultimate challenge was the mountain bike obstacle course,
which would deservingly go on to win the prize for best planned
stand for its IC, LCpl Palmer. Cabbies and bikes perhaps have a
slightly uneasy relationship at times and it was here that mixing
teams with the military really paid dividends, although there were
definitely a few secret cyclists amongst the WCHCD.
Last up was the mini-bus manoeuvre.The smell of an overheating clutch
had been growing gradually throughout the afternoon but emerging
from the gym for the last stand it was becoming overpowering. Trying
to get to grips with the mini-bus it soon became obvious why. Not an
easy drive at all and with most of it in reverse, again with no wing
mirrors, this was a fitting end to the day’s challenges.
“Dunkerley’s bar” in the barracks was the next destination, named
after a bogus Colonel who managed to blag an office there for a
short time a few years ago.
The WCHCD and 20 Sqn were very grateful to Matt French from
Ascott’s Cab Company who kindly donated £150 towards the BBQ
and it was a pleasure to re-introduce the Mickey Ascott Memorial
Challenge Shield as a fitting prize for the winning team, made up of
Pte Banjoko, Leigh Dargan and Sylvi Oliveira.

First up, blindfolded driving. Take one Nissan Note, two of any team
and a set of spray painted goggles. Hand the goggles to the chap in
the driving seat, give his navigating passenger a gentle thump of
encouragement on the shoulder and away they go. Having the key
sense of sight removed when driving is an incredibly disorienting
experience, but that said, it’s a lot of fun too.
Having manoeuvred the car around the course it was off to the Land
Rover Defender trailer reverse. Sound easy? Try it without any wing
mirrors and a navigating partner a) struggling to remember their left
and their right, and b) struggling even more to remember the theory
of reverse steering.
Next up it was the “Hyster” fork lift. No added obstacles or
impedances this time. A straight forward lift of goods from the top
of storage containers and deliver them to their set down point.
Another fun vehicle to play with and very nippy too.
Lunch was taken as the cloud cover began to break and the slight
breeze dropped. The contenders re-emerged from the canteen into
the baking sun of the hottest day of the year!
This year the WCHCD had been asked to put an obstacle stand
together and their Master, Colin Evans and Past Master Jim Rainbird
had put together a fiendish reverse slalom that not only tested all the
drivers but gave the military a chance to experience the handling of
a London Taxi.
Drivers were also keen to give their military team mates a bit of
background on the other features of the taxis - such as wheelchair
access and storage space, giving them a feel for why these machines
have remained the industry standard for so long, although one
member of the Army was very disappointed not to find a bale of hay
in the boot.

Master Colin Evans was very pleased to present a £500 cheque from
the WCHCD to Capt Lee Weedall to assist in funding their
adventure training trip in August this year. Capt Weedall thanked the
Company for their generosity and explained how much of a
difference it would make for the soldiers going on the excursion. He
also thanked all the representatives from the WCHCD for turning
out on the day and making it an enjoyable occasion.
The WCHCD is enormously proud of its military affiliation and ties
grow stronger with each event. 20 Sqn are already signed up to assist
once more at the Breakfast send off for the annual Children’s Magical
Taxi Tour to Disneyland Paris. A quiz night is also planned for
September, with details to follow.
Master Colin Evans expressed the thanks of the WCHCD to Capt
Lee Weedall, WO2 Lee Fairbanks and Sgt Urie Hill for putting on a
great day’s entertainment for all concerned, and to Ascott’s for their
generosity.
2017’s driving skills day promises to be bigger and better. Details will
be circulated in the spring so get in quickly to avoid disappointment.
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AN EDUCATION ON THE
CAB GUIDE COURSE
The Worshipful Company of Hackney Carriage Drivers has, for many
years, been running its now legendary Cab Guide Course as part of
its Educational commitments.
Run in conjunction with the Museum of London, the course is
recognised as a professional Guiding qualification. At the end of the
course, students complete both written and practical exams, to
show that they have achieved the required standard as laid down by
the Worshipful Company of Hackney Carriage Drivers and the
Museum of London Education Department. Hundreds of drivers
have successfully completed the course to date.

TheHackney Carriage

FLIPPING MADNESS AT GUILDHALL
Take some flour, eggs and milk and whisk to combine. Add
representatives from the 110 City of London Livery Companies.
Sprinkle liberally with puns on the word “Tosser” and chill in the
Guildhall yard for an hour.The perfect recipe for the City of London’s
Inter-Livery Pancake Race. This year’s annual Pancake Race saw a
formidable team assembled by the WCHCD. Court Assistant Leigh
Dargan captained a team from the WCHCD comprising Master Alan
Roughan in the Masters Race, Liveryman Lorenzo Bugliari-Goggia in
the Liverymens Race, Freeman Hannah Downing in the Ladies Race
and Deputy Master Colin Evans in the Novelty Race.
This colourful event, which includes competitors running in their
regalia and/or fancy dress, was inaugurated in 2004 by The
Worshipful Company of Poulters and took place under their
Stewardship once more on Shrove Tuesday, 28 February 2017.
The original participants were Livery companies in some way
associated with the making of pancakes with invited teams from the
Mansion House and Guildhall. This event is now a staple of the City
calendar taking place annually in Guildhall yard at midday on Shrove
Tuesday by kind permission of the Chief Commoner.

On the course, students receive lectures from Guides who are
qualified in adult education. Walks are presented by Blue Badge
Guides and City of London Guides amongst others, and cover The
City of London,Westminster, Southwark, Belgravia and Mayfair.These
talks include the History of the Cab Trade and the roles and
traditions of the Worshipful Company of Hackney Carriage Drivers,
both past and present.
During the course the candidates have full use of the galleries at the
Museum of London and the Museum of Docklands. Further visits are
made to other Galleries and Museums; these guided visits give a
fascinating insight into the work carried out at these various
locations. Upon completion of the course drivers become a fully
qualified guide, and will receive a certificate and guide badge.
Past Master Graham Woodhouse and Upper Warden David Cannell
are long serving tutors on the Cab Guide Course and have seen
many drivers pass through the scheme, with every new course
getting full up very quickly.
David Cannell told The Hackney carriage: “It is encouraging to see so
many drivers still wanting to expand their knowledge and take this course,
which really helps to add a lot of historical background to places drivers
pass every day of their working lives. Many of the Guide Course students
take the course because they have an interest in the history of the City of
London, but many also find the course has a real commercial value as
drivers can offer a qualified tour of London. We have found a number of
our qualified Cab Guides go on to offer financially rewarding tours of
London and some of the key landmarks.”
If you would like more details on joining the next available course
please contact the Clerk on 01494 765922 or by email:
wchcd@tiscali.co.uk
There is no requirement to be a member of the Company, but many
students enjoy the course so much that this is their introduction to
becoming a member.

Traditionally the Gunmakers start each heat with a bang, the Clerk to
the Clockmakers is responsible for the accuracy of the timing, the
Fruiterers provide lemons, the Cutlers plastic forks, the Glovers white
gloves worn by each runner, and the Poulters the eggs essential in the
making of the pancakes. Any surplus funds from the event and pancake
sales are donated by the joint organisers, the Poulters’ Company and
‘The Cook and The Butler’, to the Lord Mayor‘s Charity.
A couple of nasty falls around the turn drew gasps from the crowd but
weren’t serious enough to trouble the Stewards. Although one runner
damaged an arm and a few ribs, mercifully all the runners made it
across the finish line without the green screens being called for.
Alan and Hannah won their respective heats and came close in their
finals. But to the Victors went the spoils, in this instance frying pans
awarded to the winners of each class final. The Masters Race – The
Marketors, Liverymens Race – The Tylers and Bricklayers, Ladies
Race – The Insurers and Novelty Race – The Tylers and Bricklayer,
with the overall winner or “Victor Ludorum” being the Liveryman
from the Tylers and Bricklayers. The Tobacco Pipemakers and
Tobacco Blenders bagged the prize for the best costume with their
impressive “Pipe” Organ.
A welcome cup of hot soup greeted diners for the buffet luncheon,
served in the Crypt of the Guildhall, which gave participants and
observers a chance to reflect and scrutinise their tactics in readiness
for next year’s race.
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ECHOES ACROSS THE CENTURY
By Past Master Andrew Overton
As part of The WCHCD educational affiliation with the Royal Docks
Community School in Newham, I serve as a Governor to the school,
and I am pleased to say that over the past few years our bond with
the school, its staff and students has strengthened.
Over a year ago a project was launch by Livery Schools Link with the
City Livery Companies, which would see pupils from schools
affiliated with Livery Companies contribute to an ambitious First
World War art installation by renowned artist Jane Churchill. The
project would draw on historic involvement of the trades
represented by the Livery Companies during the great war, and for
the licensed taxi trade that included how taxis were seconded for
use as makeshift ambulance during the war.
After many months work the project has culminated in the ‘Echoes
Across the Century’ exhibition at the Guildhall gallery, with over 240
school pupils contributing to the installation, including those from
the Royal Docks Community School. Housed inside Jane Churchill’s
set design that transports us to a First World War trench, the walkthrough exhibition explores the stories of soldiers, ordinary people
supporting the war effort ‘behind the scenes’ and the grief-stricken
families, friends and lovers that were left behind. The exhibition
features over 600 objects through which real and imagined tales are
told through heritage artefacts and reactive ‘response’ artworks.
Jane Churchill was inspired by the touching story of her great great
uncle, Second Lieutenant William Goss Hicks, and the fiancée he left
behind in Kent after his death in France nearly 100 years ago on 3rd
July 1917.
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Their quiet confidence
enabled them to have the
Sherriff and his wife
spellbound by the detail of
the stories they told and
made the whole exhibition
come to life. They never
missed a beat and as a
governor of the school I
could not have been more
proud of them, as were
their teachers.
The Guildhall Art Gallery
was packed to the rafters where students, Liverymen and members
of the City of London Corporation, friends and families mingled to
hear speeches by our students and catch a glimpse of this
mesmerising exhibition.
Eighteen of of the Royal Docks year 8 art students have their work
displayed in the gallery. The artwork investigates the scenes of the
trades which were so vital to the war effort. Students created their
artwork together with the artist Jane Churchill to reveal their
interpretation of the importance of the stories they had discovered.
Watch the Echoes Across the Century video to find out more about
the journey of the project: https://youtu.be/kyTv9cxkBHk. The
Echoes Across the Century exhibition runs from 31 March to 16th
July 2017 at the Guildhall Art Gallery.

The Opening Ceremony of Echoes Across the Century took place
on the 19th of April. The Lord Mayor of the City of London attended
with both his Sheriffs and over 370 people came to see the show.
Four Royal Docks students received curation and guide training
prior to the opening. Abigail Hunt, Gemma Benjamin, Eylem Delipalta
and Nahian Sazzadul, were outstanding in their conduct and ability as
tour guides of the exhibition. Two of them each took the Sherriff and
his lady around the exhibition.

PLAN VERSUS CAB:
A Magical Taxi Challenge!

purchased from Ebay for just £400. Hmm. The garage charged with
checking the vehicle over said they’d never seen a vehicle with a
longer MOT failure list. There were 28 fails in total.

In June of last year, the Directors of Plan Insurance took on a challenge
that was laid down by one of their insurance partners: to cover the
1,437 miles (including the channel crossing) from London, the home of
Big Ben, the world’s most famous clock, to Gibraltar, (also known as
Lord Nelson’s Rock) in under 36 hours. The aim was to raise £5,000
for the Children’s Magical Taxi Tour to Disneyland Paris.

A visit to M&H Taxis, who offered to help out and that particular
‘death trap’ of a taxi was sold for them to work their magic on and
the funds diverted to a taxi that
looked like it stood a better
chance of making the trip.

In case that wasn’t a challenge enough they had to do it in a 16 year
old black cab that had endured a very hard working life indeed. And
so the Clock2Rock challenge was born. The plan was to set off on
Monday 6th June and arrive in Gibraltar at 1700hrs the following day
- just in time for an annual insurance conference and a beer to
celebrate. Despite not being taxi drivers themselves, the team
wanted to honour the spirit of the London cabbie and do the whole
trip without the benefit of a satnav. Gulp!
But first the team had to get a taxi. As the whole endeavour was for
charity, the cheapest cab possible was needed. Thus, a cab was

The Plan Insurance Team
comprised of Scott Georgiades,
Dan Dove, Nick Cole and Grant Georgiades, all Directors of the
Company who started to wonder what they’d let themselves in for.
And so, with the replacement taxi emblazoned in special livery, the
team set off on the afternoon of the 5th June as planned. First stop
was Dover, to catch the Ferry to France. So far so good. The cab was
running a little hot, but when they disembarked at Calais they were
just 15 minutes behind schedule. Not bad. But ahead lay a gruelling
cross-EU road trip.
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This was when things started to get hairy. Torrential rain, engines
overheating, blown tyres and border crossings were just a few of the
challenges the team faced. But they kept going.
Until, that is, disaster struck. Just after 10pm on the evening of 6th
June a French lorry driver fell asleep at the wheel and ploughed into
the back of the taxi at high speed in heavy rain. The cab was forced
down a grass verge by the side of the road before careering across
the dual carriageway and coming to a halt against the central
reservation.
Luckily, London cabs are sturdy and robust, the cab took the brunt
reasonably well but the doors were badly crumpled and would not
open and the four occupants had to kick out the windscreen and
clamber out as fuel poured from the damaged cab.

The emergency service arrived, closed the road and all the Plan team
received medical treatment, although fortunately there were no
serious injuries - a bit of whiplash and bruising. At 2am the team
were released and free to go.
The following day the team did arrive in Gibraltar by taxi- but only
after catching one at the airport after two flights. Tired, battered and
very disappointed the team conceded defeat - but it was an
honourable effort and the
fundraising carried on via
their Just Giving page.
Who knows, maybe this
year they’ll have another
go!

OUR CHARITABLE FRIENDS
The Trustees wish to thank the following Freemen, Liverymen and friends for
their contribution to the Charity Trust’s 104 Club Draw for 2016.
B Bartlett, E Crossley, P Davis, S Davis, J Rainbird, J Dixon, C Evans, A Goldsmith, S Goodwin, M Linskey, A Overton,
D Clements, A Roughan, P Stanley, J Stubbs, J Brewer, W Ives, R Brooks, W Sorrell, S Tyson, N Wade, M Richbell,
J Sheen, L Long, J Ford, G Richards, G Woodhouse, J Coughlan, E Relph, T Norris, M Grove, R Ellis, D Heavin,
W Rodgie, D Austin, S Plumb, R McCulloch, R Hogg, F Levey, J Fosker, D Thomas, W Paton, C Hearnden, A Collins, J Ward,
G Perry, D Ruparelia, D Collins, R Langley, L Cooper, T Davidson, R Oddy, S Bilham, D Cannell, M Morris, D Patel,
C McGuinness, C Holloway, L Merriman, J Farrell, M Davies, D Heath, P Johansen, M McRedmond, C Jarrett, I Gray,
L Dargan, C Oliveira, C Kilmartin, D Ollier, S Taylor, L Bugliari-Goggia, M Kingham, S Wright, I Butcher, J McDonald,
I Skeffington, S Newson, M Cullen, CP Forster, T O’Brien, S Marut, J Parsons, S Hickman, A Capell, A Bullock, M Crouch.
And to thank those who made individual donations.
R Alford, P Collins, Sir D Howard, A Barnett, R Forrester, I Parsons.
The Company is also most grateful for thegenerous donations received from
Martin Cordell, Proximo Ltd, Chris Hearnden and Quotax Ltd.
For advance booking of dinner tickets and information on events please contact the Clerk
on 01494 765922 or e-mail WCHCD@tiscali.co.uk

The printing of this issue of the magazine was kindly sponsored by
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